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Houfe of Commons 

FROM THE j~q(,l~& 
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PRESENTTIME. 
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The moft remarkable Motions, Speech e s, Re- 
solves, Reports and Conferences to 
be met with in that Interval : 
AS ALSO 

The moft exact Est imates of the Charge of Government ; 
State of the Public Revenue; the Rife and Growth 
of the National Debt, Expence of the War, Pro- 
ceedings on Ways and Means, Speeches and Mes- 
sages from the Throne, Address es, and Remonstran- 
ces, alfo the Numbers Pro and Con upon every Diviiion, {jft. 

Many of which Curious Particulars were never before printed. 

Collected from the beft Authorities, 
Compared with the Journals of the House j 

And illuftratcd with agreat Variety of Historical and 
Explanatory Notes. 

Together with a large APPENDIX, 

CONTAINING 
Exact Lists of every Parliament, the Names of the 
Speakers, .their feveral Posts under the Govern- 
ment j and othervaluable, Supplemental Pieces. 
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Printed for Richard Chandler, and fold at the S bif 

without Temfk-Bar 9 and at Thri and Scarborough v\ft£>« 





this in particular may be expe&ed : It con- 
lifts not only of all fuch Speeches in the 
Houfe of Common s y as have already ap- 
peared in Print in fcatter'd Volumes • but 
alfo of a great Number of Others, now 
firft communicated to the Public k. b^ 



The f R E P AC E. 

fevcral curious Gentlemen, to whom thd 
Editor takes this Opportunity of return- 
ing his Acknowledgments 

. Thpfc/ who know the Orders 6f_the 
Houfey and the Nature and Manner of 
their Proceedings, know likewiie that it 
is impoflible for a Work of this Nature 
to be abfolutely Comfleat : This therefore 
will be a fufficient Apology for the Shfcrt- 
nef§ pf the Accounts .herein given of fom* 
Seftiohs, All the Compiler had td do, was 
to range his Materials in a proper and regu-» 
lar Method, without adding or fuppreffing 
one Particular in Fav6uf 6f any Party: 
This, he hopes, he has done in fiich a Man- 
ner as at leaft to efcape the Cenfufe of the 
Publick ; nay^ he e~ven flatters liimiel£> 
that he has fome Title to their Thanks. 



London^ Dec. 31/ 
»74?- 
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tf the following Tages, viz. 4, 5, 322. 
Thefe the judicms Reader wiH eafily cor* 
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Houfe oj Commons , 

DURING 

The Laft Seflion of the Fourth Parliament 
of Great Britain, 

ER Majefty Queen ANNE dying on The Partoment 
Sunday the firft of Auguft 17 14, and the being ibeAcceffion 
Crown of thefe Realms immediately de». * Gi °"^ L 
volving to his royal highnefs the Eleftor 
of Hanover, purfuant to the a£l of Settle- 
U9 ( ^ ment pafs'd in 1701, the Parliament, ac- 
t neJ^ Hi carding to a refolution taken in Cou: 




Council, 



met that very day ; but Sir Thcmas Hanmer,. bart. Speaker 
of the Houfe of Commons, knight of the fliire for Suffolk, be- 
ing in the country, Mr William Bromley, member for the uni- Mr w. Bromley •» 
verfity of Oxford,and Secretary of State, mov'd to adjourn to Motlo ° w adJOU,u * 
the Wednefday following; which being feconded, Sit RfcYvM^*^***** k 
Vot. I. A 0\&w«, 
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,A i7i^' Ge0 ' L Onflow, bart. member of parliament for the county of Surry, 
K^V^KmS oppos'd the fame, as being too long an adjournment at fb 
critical a juncture, and therefore mov'd for adjourning to the 
next Day only ; which laft motion was agreed to. This and 
the three following Days being fpent in taking the oaths, &c 
On the 5 th the * lord Harcourt, lord high Chancellor, and 
the reft of the Lords Juftices, came to the Houfe of Lords, 
and the Houfe of Commons being fent for, and attending, the 
lord Chancellor made the following fpeech to both Houfes of 
Parliament. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
lot* jufticM » ¥ T having pleas'd almighty God to take to himfelf our 
" 1 late molt gracious Queen, of blefled memory, we hope 
44 that nothing has been omitted, which might contribute to 
44 the fafety of thefe realms, and the prefcrvation of our reli- 
" gion, laws, and liberties, in this great conjuncture. As 
" thefe invaluable bleffings have been fecured to us by thofe 
«' afts of Parliament, which have fettled the fucceffion of thefe 
" kingdoms in the moft illuftrious houfe of Hanover, we have 
" regulated our proceedings by thofe rules which are therein 
44 prefcrib'd. 

44 The Privy Council, foon after the demife of the late 
44 Queen, aflembled at St. James's, where, according to the 
44 faid acls, the three inllruments were produe'd and open'd, 
44 which had been depofited in the hands of the Archbifhop 
44 of Canterbury, the lord Chancellor, and the Refident of 
44 Brunfwick. Thofe, who either by their offices, or by vir- 
44 tue of thefe inftruments, had the honour of being appoint- 
44 ed Lords Juftices,did, in conjunction with the Council, im- 
44 mediately proceed to the proclaiming of our lawful and 
44 rightful fovereign King GEORGE, taking, at the lame 
44 time, the neceflary care to maintain the publick peace. 

44 In purfuance of the acts before-mention'd, this Parlia- 
44 ment is now affembled ; and we are perfuaded, you all 
44 bring with you fo hearty a difpofiticn for his Majefty's fer- 
44 vice, and the publick good, that we cannot doubt of your 
44 affiftance in every thing which may promote thofe great 
44 ends. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
' *' We find it neceffary to put you in mind, that feveral 
44 branches of the publick revenue are expir'd by the demife 
44 of her late Majefty ; and to recommend to you, the mak- 
44 ing fuch provifions, in that refpeel, as may be requifite to 
44 fupport the honour and dignity of the Crown : And we af- 

" fure 

• He was removed, and fncceeded by Lord Cowper, i$th September, 
1714., but cruttd » Vifcwid, mid a Frtvy- Cmiftllor, zjtb Aug. 1711, 
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" fure ourfelves, you will not be wanting in any thing that *%£}• Ce0 • , • 
" may conduce to the eftablifhing and advancing of the v^V%j 
'* publick credit. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" We forbear laying before you any thing that does not 
*' require your immediate confideration, not having receiv'd 
" his Majefty's pleafure ; we (hall only exhort you, with the 
" greateft earneftnefs, to a perfefl unanimity, and a firm Ad- 
" herence to our Sovereign's intereft, as being the only 
'* means to continue among us our prefent happy tranqui- 
" lity. 

Hereupon it was refolv'd, nem. con. that an humble Ad- £n AMreft to the 
drefs be prefented to his Majefty, which a Committee was ap- "*' 
pointed to draw up ,• and it was unanimoufly refolved alfo to 
take into confideration the next day, the Lords Juftices (peech 
to both Houfes. 

On the 6th, Mr. William Bromley accordingly reported 
the faid addrefs ; which" being read, was unanimoufly agreed 
to, and was as follows : 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

* T X 7E your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the The Common* 
4 Vy Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aflembled, Ad,Ire "' 

' having a juft fenfe of the great lofs the Nation has fuftain'd 
' by the death of our late Sovereign lady Queen Anne, of 
' blefled memory, humbly crave leave to condole with your 

* Majefty on this fad occafion. 

* It would but aggravate our forrow, particularly to- enu- 
c merate $he virtues of that pious and moft excellent Princefs : 
' The duty we owe to your Majefty, and to our Country, 
' oblige us to moderate our grief, and heartily to congratu- 
' late your Majefty's acceflion to the throne, whofe princely 
' virtues give us a certain profpeft of future happinefs, in the 
' fecurity of our religion, laws, and liberties, and engage 
' us to aflure your Majefty, that we will, to our utmoft, 

* fupport your undoubted right to the imperial Crown of 

* this realm, againft the Pretender, and all other perfons 
« whatfoever. 

' Your faithful Commons cannot but exprefs their impati- 
' ent defire for your Majefty*s fafe arrival and pretence in 

* Great Britain. 

' In the mean time, we humbly lay before your Majefty 
' the unanimous refolution of this Houfe, to maintain the 
' publick credit of the nation, and effectually to make good 
' all Funds which have been granted by Parliament, for the 

* fecurity of any money which has been, or (hall be advan- 

* ced for the publick iervice, and to endeavour, by every 

A 2 v <&Cv^ 



Anno i. Oeo.I. 
«7«4- 



Mr W. Bromley. 
Mr R. WaJpole. 

Mr T. Onflow. 



Motion for a 
Supply. 



Mr Wyiccs. 



Mr R. Walcolc 



Mr Ccr.ycrs. 



Mr H.WalpoX 
Motion for psyii 
trie H.ir.ovni: i- 
Troops ar.-! c.~ 
in;; a Rt'..-.:r! ; 
app;ohci'l UO 
Pretender. 
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* thing in our power, to make your Majefty's reign happy 

* and glorious. 

Mr Bromley, in his motion for the foregoing addrefi, 
dwelt much on the great lofs the nation had luftain'd by She 
Queen's death ; and was back'd by * Mr Robert Walpole, 
member for Lynn, who mov'd, that they fliould give 
the King aflurances of their making good all Parliamentary 
Funds, f Mr Thomas Onflow, member for Guilford, (aid 
thereupon, ' that the principal ftrefs of the Addrefs ought 

* not to lie upon condoling, but upon congratulating, and* 
1 giving the King aflurances of their readinefs to maintain 
« both his Majefty's undoubted title to the Crown, and pub- 

* lick Credit.' 

The fame day a motion being made, that a Supply be 
granted to the King, for the better fupport of his Majefty's 
houfhold, &c. the confideration thereof was referred to the 
Committee of the whole Houfe the next day, when the fame 
was agreed to item, con. and fram'd into a refolution. And 
on the 7th a Bill being order'd to be brought in accordingly, 
Mr. Wykes, member for Northampton, propofed tacking 
to it a Bill for limiting the number of Officers in the Houfe of 
Common?, but nobedy feconding that motion, it dropp'd. 

Some members having mov'd for Sir William Wyndham, 
bart. member for Somerfctfhire, and Chancellor of the Exche- 
quers be Chairman of the grand Committee ofSubfidy, Mr 
Robert Walpole reply'd, that Mr. Conycrs, member for 
Enfl Grinflead, had for fo many years fo well difcharg'd that 
office, that it would be ungrateful, unmannerly and impru- 
dent to chufc another ; on which Mr Conyers carried it. 

Then it waspropos'd to give the King one million fterling; 
but this motion, tho' net dire&ly oppos'd, afterwards dropt. 

Av*. 1 2. Mr. Conyers prefented to the houfe a Bill for the 

better fupport of his Majefty's houfhold, cjr«.\ and on the fe- 

cend reading thereof the next day, ** Mr Horatio Wal- 

spole, member for Caftle-Rifing, mov'd, that the Com- 

:-mittcc of the whole Houfe, to whom the faid Bill was 

' committed, might have power to receive one claufe, to 

enable the Lord Treafurer, or Commiffioners of the Trea- 

fury for the time being, to iffue the fun of 65022 1. 8 s. 8 d. 

being tlic arrear due to the troops of Hanover, for their fer- 

vice in the Low Countries in the year 171 2, out of the 

300,000 1. 



* Since created a Kn-^ht nf the Hath, afterwards «fibe Carter, main 
Ctjtvceihr^ and Uadcr-'IreafMrer 0/ i':z i.xde'jiur t &c. 

T Nm) Lor.i Onflow. 

** Sine: made Auditor rf the Tlvttaliin A xvusts, Imi* Secretary tn 
the Trcafurv, &c. mrj C&m ft the ]io.<jhJ1, tiid Aj.ib*pd<r U lbs, Stat* 
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300,000 1. granted in the laft feflion of Parliament to her late Anno 1. ceo. 1. 
Majefty, towards fatisfying the debt due on account to the v!Z-\>-> N> _j 
Land-Forces. And another claufe to enable and require the fc 

lord high Treafurer, (3'c. to ifilie out of any money granted 
by parliament 1 00,000 1. for apprehending the Pretender, if 
ever he fhould land, or attempt to land in any of his Maje- 
ity's dominions. 

Sir "William Wyndham feconded Mr Walpole in the firft sir w.wywiium. 
claufe ; and Mr Shippen, member for Saltafh, very ingenu- m.- shnpen. 
oufly own'd he. had oppos'd that payment in the late reign, 
but that he was for it now. Mr Aldworth, member for MrAUwonh. 
"Windfor, back'd likewife the motion ; but as if he dcfign'd 
to expofe the member, who, at this juncture, appear'd fo 
forward to pay thofe very troops, which, a few months\be- 
fore, he had treated as Runaways, he faid, " That for his 
part, he had formerly been againlt that payment, becaufe he 
iad been given to underftand, in that very houfe, that thofe 
troops were Deferters ; but that he had fince been in- 
formed, that they were hir'd to fight, and had fcrv'd well as 
long as there was fighting ; and if when they came in fight 
•of the enemy, they who had hir'd them, would not fuffer 
them to fight, he did not fee the reafon why they fhould be 
call'd Deferters." As to the claufe, for a reward of 1 00,000 1. 
. for apprehending the Pretender, Mr Campion, knight of the Mr campion. 
(hire for SufTex, faid, '* That he was not in the Houfe 
when that claufe was mov'd ; but if he had been prefent, he 
would have oppos'd it, becaufe, in his opinion, the Prote- 
ftant Succeffion was no longer in danger, fince his Majefty's 
peaceable acceffion to the throne ; and he defy'd all the houfe 
to prove the contrary." He was feconded by Mr Ship- MrShippsn. 
pen : but Mr * W. Pulteney, member for Heydon, and, after Mr w.puKoiwj. 
him the + lord Lumlcy, member for Arundel, argu'd, LordLu-nier. 
" That the Protcftant Succeffion was in danger, as long 
as there was a Popifh Pretender, who had many friends 
both at home and abroad : That the late Queen was 
fenfiblc of that danger, when fhe iffu'd out her proclama- 
tion againft him ; and that the cafe was not alter 'd by her 
Majefty's demife : That the nation would be at no charge, 
if the Pretender did not attempt to land ; and if he did, 
100,000 1. would be well beftow'd to apprehend him." To 
which no reply was made. 

The Commons having pafs'd the Subfidy Bill, and two 
others, and the fame being alfo rcturn'd to them pafs'd by 
the Lords ; on the 2 ill of Aaruft the Lord. Juilices went to 

the 

• Made Privy Co;-.'.-!!.* jm,l Seyttarv At '», Sept, 17, 1714. ««i 
Ctftrtr j the H'ulhJf, M.- , •, • ; • 5. 
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Anno i. ceo. i. the Houfe of Lords, and the Commons attending, the Spe* 

^^24^^. Jeer, on prefenting the Bill, For the better Support of bis Mtr 

je/lfs Hou/bold, &C. together with another Money-bill, made 

the following Speech. 

My Lords, . ' 

T*e speaker^ ' ' I "* H E Knights, Citizens, and Burgefics of Great Bri- 

Smbjofticcton ' A tain, in Parliament anenibled, under the prefent 

t 3iu$ 8$%e * happinefs tne y en Joy, by his Majefty's peaceable and quiet 

" * acceffion to the throne, could not enter upon any Work 

' more fatisfa&ory and pleafing to themfelves, than the pro- 

'. viding a fufficient revenue for the occafions of his Majefty'i 

' civil government, in order to make his reign as eaiy and 

* profperous, as the beginning of it hath been fecure and un- 
4 difturb'd. 

4 They are fenfible, that the peace of the Kingdom is not 
' to be preferv'd, nor the rights and liberties of the Subject 
4 to be protected, without fupporting the juft authority and 

* dignity of the Crown ; and therefore they have thought k 
4 their intereft, as well as duty, to make fuch a provifion, u 
4 may not barely fuffice to the neccflity of the Government, 
4 but may be fuitable to the ftate, the honour, the luftre, 
4 which the Crown of Great Britain ought to be attended 
4 with. 

4 Whatfoever is fuperfluous in that provifion, and more 
4 than the ordinary ferviccs of his Majefty lhall require, will 
4 but enable him to exert his higheft and molt valuable pn> 

* rogativc of doing good : And we can give no greater poof 

* of the trull we repofe in his Majefty's gracious difpofition, 
4 than putting the fame entire revenue into his hands, which 
4 her late Majefty died poflefs'd of ; whofe virtues we all id- 

* mir'd, and of whofe affections and concern for the religion, 
4 laws, and liberties of this kingdom, we had had fb long 
4 experience. 

4 As the Crown itfelf defcends immediately, and knows no 

* vacancy, the Commons have taken care that the revenue 

* ihculd follow it as dole as poffible; for they have given afl 

* the difpatch to this grant, which the forms of their pro- 

* ceedings would allow ; fo that when his Majefty fhall pleafc 
4 to anfwer the impatient defires of his people, by coming to] 

* take poffelfion of his kingdoms, he will find himfelf equally 
4 eftablilh'd in thefe revenues, as if he had fucceeded to aB 

* by an uninterrupted right of inheritance ; the only diife- 
' rence is this, that if he had inherited them, he would have 

* wanted one lingle proof of the duty, and afFe&ion, and 

* unanimity of his fubjeds. 

4 Our defire is, that this may be look'd upon as an earnet 
- and a pledge of that zeal and fidelity which we lhall alwayi 

retain, 
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* retain, and which, upon every occafion, we fliall be ready Amot.tka.% 

* to demonftrate to his Majefty's perfon and government : As iIS^n^^ 
' fuch, we hope, his Majefty will gracioufly accept it at this 

' time ; and hereafter, when he fhall have had experience 
' of this fifft voluntary offering of his loyal Commons, we 
' hope he will find it to his fatisfattion, as large and as ample 
' as he could wifh ; might but the term of the grant be as 
' long as we could wifh, fince it is to have equal continuance 
' with his Majefty's life. 
My Lords, 
* The Bill which the Commons have pafs'd for the pur- 
' pofes I have mention'd, is entitled, An Acl for the better 

* Support of bis Majefifs Houfhold, &c. 

' They have alfo prepar'd another Bill, entitled, An Ad 

* for rectifying Miftakes in the Names of the Commissioners for 
' the Land-Tax, and for rai/vig fo much as is wanting, to make 

* up the Sum of Fourteen Hundred Thoufand Pounds, intended 

* to be raised By a Lottery for the Publick Service in the Tear 

* 171 4. This having been recommended to their care, and 

* appearing to them to be nccefTary for his Majefty's and the 
' publick fervice, they have reafon to think, they have abun- 

* dantly fupply'd the defects in the former provifion ; and in 

* this affurance, they humbly prcfent this bill alfo for the 

* royal aflent. 

Then the Lords Juftices gave the royal afTent to the two -n,.^ ,1 ,,£_, 
bills mentioned in the foregoing Speech ; and to An Aft to s^cn theirto. 
enable Perfons refuting in Grer.t Britain, to take the Oaths, 
and do all other Acls in Great Britain, requijite to qualify thetn- 
fel-ves to continue their refpeSiive Places, Offices, and Employ- 
rtnnts in Ireland. 

After which the Lord Chancellor made the following 
Speech to both Houfes. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
•' TT7E cannot but exprefs our greateft fatisfaction, and, !«rdChiweiL.rt 

. \t\f •,.««• a » ii .• 1 aONih to UjU 

■ V V ,n his Majefty s name, return you thanks, for the Houfc. 
•■ convincing proofs which you have given, in this feffion, of 
" your duty and affe&ion to his Majefty, and of your zeal 
" for his government. 

" We rauft particularly thank you, Gentlemen of theHoufe 
'* of Commons, for the aids which you have granted to hi* 
*' Majefty, for the better fupport of the honour of the Crown, 
" and for preventing any difappointment in the Supplies given 
•' in the laft feffion for the fervice of this year. You may be 
" afTur'd, that the unanimity, the chearfulncfs, and the dif- 
" patch, with which you have proceeded in granting thafe 



The Kin; 
fweito 

monsAddrcis, 
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*"'• Gal - " aids, will render them yet more acceptable to his Majefty: 
i^\^\^ " And y° u ma y depend upon our making a faithful reprefeo* 
" tation thereof to him. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" All neceflary bufmefs being now happily concluded, it 

" will be proper for us to put a fpeedy end to this Seffion. 

" We think fit, at prefent, in his Majefty's name, to defire 

' " you forthwith refpe&ively to adjourn your felves until 

" Wednefday next. 

After which adjournment, vi«. 25 th of Auguft, the Com- 
mons being met again, Mr Bromley acquainted the Houfe, 
that the Lords Juftices had receiv'd his Majefty's anfwer to 
the Addrefs of this Houfe at the beginning of thjs Seffion j 
which he prefented to the Houfe, and is as follows : 
GEORGE R. 
tfec^m- " "\7'OUR dutiful and loyal Addrefs is very acceptable to 
tocis. " I me. The unanimity and affeftion my Commons 
«« have Ihewn upon my acceffion to the Crown, aremoft agree- 
" able inftances and pledges of their fidelity to me. J haw 
** a juil fenfe of your inexprefiible lofs, by the death of your 
" late Sovereign. You may be affur'd of my conftant cndea- 
'* vours to fecure to you the full enjoyment of your religion, 
" laws, and liberties ; and that it will always be my aim, to 
" make you an happy and flourifhing people ; to which your 
" refolution to maintain the publick credit of the Nation, 
" will greatly contribute. I am haftening to you according 
" to your earneft defire, and the juft expectations of my 
" people. 

After this, the Lords Juftices went to the Houfe of Peers, 
and the Commons attending, the Lord Chancellor, made the 
following fpeech : 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

i-on! chancellor's *' "CTAving, fince your late adjournment, receiv'd his 

iilling the p»rT£ " XX Majefty's moil gracious anfwer, under his fign 

'"ft. « manual, to your feveral addrefles j and by liis Majefty's 

" command, order'd them to be deliver'd to you refpec"tive- 

" ly ; we do now in his Majefty's name, prorogue this pre- 

" fent Parliament 'till Thurfday the 23d day of September 

" next ; and this prefent Parliament is accordingly prorogu'd 

" to Thurfday the 23d day of September next. 

7he End of the laji Sejfion of the fourth Parliament of 
Great Britain. 



0* 
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I N T H E 

Fir ft Seffion of the First Parliament 
o F 

King George I. 

Being the Fifth Parliament of Great Britain* 

ON the 17th of March, 1 714-15, the Parliament Anno t.dea.U 
met at Weftminfter according to the writs of fum* J^£J£^j 
mons. And the King being come to the Houfe of v- *>r**"^ 
Lords, and feated on the throne with the ufual 
folemnity, the gentleman Uflier of the black rod was fent y^ VulimaA 
with a meflage to the Houfe of Commons, commanding their meet, 
attendance in the Houfe of Peers ; the Commons being come 
thither, his Majefty's pleafure was fignify'd to them by the 
Lord Chancellor, that they fhould return to their Houfe 
and chufe their Speaker, and prefent him to his Majefty on 
the 21ft. 

The Commons being return'd to their Houfe, the Earl 
of Hertford, fon to the Duke of Somerfet, propos'd the 
honourable* Mr Spencer Compton, knight of the (hire fori.ucoM«tM«iu* 
Suflex, for Speaker, and being feconded by + Lord Finch. tsdS ?- ; « ier ' 
he was elected Nem. Con. 

On the 21ft the King came to the Houfe of Lords with 

the ufual folemnity ; and the Houfe of Commons attending, 

prefented the hon. Spencer Compton, Efq; for their Speaker, 

whom his Majefty approv'd ; after which the Lord Chan- 

Vol. LB cellor 

• Made Ttymafter General of the forces in March nit-l, fines cftatti 
Tori of Wilmington, wow Lord Irrfidtnt of the Council. 

f Made Comptroller of tbi Jimfhili May 1«UC, *»* fi«« t#8}? I \ tttftt 
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cellor read the following Speech, delivcr'd into his hands by 
the Ring. 



Kiflg'i Speech. « 



My Lords and Gentlemen, 



THIS being the firfl: opportunity that I have had of 
meeting my People in Parliament, fincc it pleas'd 






" Almighty God, of his good providence, to call me to the 
" Throne of my anceltors, I moil gladly make ufe of it to 
" thank my faithful and loving Subjects, for that zeal and 
" firmnefs that hath been (hewn in defence of the Proteflant 
" Succeflton, againft all the open and fecret pra&ices that 
" have been ufed to defeat it : And I (hall never forget the 
" obligations I have to thofe who have dtftinguiflVd thera- 
" felves upon this occafion. 

" It were to be wifh'd, that the unparallel'd fuccefles of 
" a war, which was fo wifely and chearfully fupported by 
" this Nation, in order to procure a good Peace, had been 
" attended with a (citable concluhon : But it is with concern 
" I muil tell you, that fome conditions even of this Peace, 
" effeucial to the fecurity and trade of Great Britain, are not 
" yet duly executed ; and the performance of the whole tn: 
" be look'd upon as precarious, until we (hall have fornVd 
" defenfive alliances to guaranty the prefent treaties. 

" The Pretender, who {till refides in Lonain, threatens to 
" dillurb us, and boafts of the afiiitancc which he Hill expeCM 
" here to repair his former difappointments. 

44 A great part of our trade is render'd impracticable ; this, 
" if not retriev'd, mud deilroy our manufa&ures, and ruin 
" our navigation. 

" The publick debts are very great, and furprizingly in- 
*• creas'd, even fmce the fatal collation of arms. My firlt 
" care was to prevent a farther increafe of thefe debts, by 
" paying off forthwith a great number of (hips which had 
" been kept in pay, when there was no occafion for continu- 
" ing fuch an expence. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

" I rely upon you for fuch fupplies as the prefent circum- 
" fiances of our affairs require for this year's {ervice, and for 
" the fupport of the publick faith. The eftimates (hall be 
id before you, that you may confider of them ,• and 
" what you fhal! judge ncccfiary for your fafety, I (hall think 
" fufficient for mine. 

** I doubt not but you will concur with me in opinion, that 
** nothing can contribute more to the fupport of the credit of 
11 the nation, than a fltrift obfervance of all Parliamentary 
" Engagements. 

*' The branches of the revenue, formerly granted for the 
" fupport of the, civil Govera'nxwx, w? fo fox uvoi.wiber'd and 
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" alienated, that the produce of the Funds which remain, 
" arid have been granted to me, will fall much fhort of what 

a at firit defign'd, for maintaining the honour and dig- 
" nity of the Crown : And fince it is my happinefs (as I am 
" confident you think it yours) to fee a Prince of Wales, 
" who may, in due time, fucceed mc on the Throne, and to 
" fee him bleficd with many children* the bell: and moll va-. 
" luable pledges of our en re and concern for your profperity^ 
" this mud occafion an expence to which the nation has not 
** of many years been accuflom'd ; but fuch as furcly no 
" man will grudge $ and therefore I do not doubt but you 
" will chink of it with that affeclion which I have reafon to 
" hope from you. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
** The eyes of all Europe are upon you, waiting the ilTue 
*' of this Hrft Sefllon. Let no unhappy divifions of Parties 
♦' here at home, divert yon from purfuing the common in.- 
*' terefl of your Country : Let no wicked infinuations dif- 
" quiet the minds of my Subjeds. The eftablifh'd conltitution 
" in Church and State ihall be the rule of my Government ; 
** the happinefs, eafe, and profperity »f my people, ihall be 
f« the chief care of my life. Thofe who aJlift me "in carrying 
"* on thefe meafures, I ihall always efleem my bell Friends ; 
" and I doubt not but that I fhall be able, with your affiit- 
" ance, to difappoint the defigns of thofe who would deprive 
" me of that bleUing, which I moll value, the affections of 
" my People. 

On the 23d, Mr Speaker having reported to the Houfe the 
King's Speech, Mr Robert Walpok made a fpeech, in which 
he lit forth the great happinefs of thefe Nations by his Maje- 
fty's feafonablc acceflion to the Crown 5 ran through the Mif- 
managements of the four latt preceding years ; and concluded 
wirh a motion for an Addrefs of Thanks to theKing,conform- 
able to the fcveral heads of his Majelly's Speech. He was 
feconded by the lord Hinehinbroke, * member for Hunting- 
don ; and none but Sir William Whitlocke, member for the 
Univerfity of Oxford, having rais'd any Objc&ion againll 
Mr Walpole's motion, it was refolv'd, 

That an Addrefs be prefentcd to his Majefty ; and a ConrK 
in it tec was appointed to draw it up, of which Mr Walpolc 
was elefted Chairman ; which was as follow 



Moll gracious Sovereign, 

* 'VT'OU R Majelly's moil dutiful and loyal Subjeds, tile 

• X Commons of Great Britain in Parliament ailembled, 

return 



* *r» «» tpe&trtff foul with h ami Ctfwtl S 



Mi WiifMit^ 
Motion for ai\ 
Addicts of 

T:i.,;i'k- J , 
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return yoar Majefty their unfeigned thanks for your moft 
gracious Speech from the Throne. 

* 'Tis whli inexpreflible joy that we approach your Maje- 

* fly, peaceably feated upon the Throne of your royal an^ 

* ceftors j and being throughly fenfible of the many open and 

* fee ret practices that have of late years been ufed to defeat 

* the Proteftant Succeflion, we cannot fufficicntly adore the 
fc Divine Providence, that fo feafonably interpofed, and faved 

* this Nation by your Majefty 's happy acceffion to the 

* Crown. 

" Your faithful Commons receive with the higheft grari- 
' tude, your moil gracious afTurances, that the eftablifhed 

* Conftitution in Church and State, fhall be the rule of your 

* Government ; and the fafety, eaie, and profperlty of your 

■ People, the chief care of your life. We are fenfible of your 

* goodnefs exprefied to thofe who have diftinguifli'd them- 

■ felves by their zeal and firmnefs for the Proteilant Suceeffi- 

■ on ; And as we doubt not, but the wifdom and fleadinefs of 

* your Government will unite the hearts of all your faithful 
' fubjecls in duty and affeftion to your facred perfon, fo we 
' moil humbly beg leave to affure your Majelly, that wc 

* not only highly refent the wicked infinuations ufed to dif- 
' quiet the minds of your fubjects, but are refolved, to the 
' utmolt of our power, to fupprefs and extinguish that 

* evil difpofition that is flill at work to deprive your Majelly 
' of the affect ions of your people. 

* We are fenfibly touch'd, not only with the difappolnt- 

* menr, but with the reproach brought on the Nation by 

* the unfuirable conclufion of a war, which was carry'd on 

* at fo vail an expence, and was attended witli fuch unparal- 
' Iell'd fucceffes : But as that difhonour cannot injullice be 
' imputed to the whole Nation, fo we firmly hope and be- 

* lievc, that thro^ your Majeily's great wifdom, and the 
' faithful endeavours of your Commons, the reputation of 

* thefe your Kingdoms will in due time be vindicated and 

* rcflored. 

* We are under aftonifhment to find, that any conditions of 
'the late peace, eiTential to the fecurity and trade of Great 
' Britain, mould not be duly executed j and that care was 

* not taken to form fuch alliances, as might have render'd 
' that peace not precarious. And as no care fhall be want- 

* ing in your loyal Commons to enquire into thefe fatal Mif 

* carriages, fo we entirely rely on your Majeiiy's wifdom, 

* to enter into fuch alliances as you fhall judge neceflkry to 

* prefervethe peace of Europe ; and we faithfully promife to 

* enable yourMajefly to make good all fuch engagements. 

« It jwith jull refentment we obferve, that the Pretender 
' hi)\ re fide 5 in i-orrain, and (hat he has the prefuraption, by 

' dtck- 
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' declarations from thence, to ftir up your Majefty's Subjects Anno i 

* to rebellion : But that which raifes the utmoft in'dignation 
' of your Commons is, that it appears therein, that his hopes 

* were built upon the meafures that had been taken for fome 

* time paft in Great Britain. It lhall be our bufmefs to trace 
' out thofe meafures wherecn he placed his hopes, and to 

* bring the authors of them to condign punifhment. ; 

' Your Commons are under the deepeft concern, that a 
' great part of our trade is render'd impra&icable, which, if 
' not retriev'd, muft deftroy our manufactures, and ruin our 
1 navigation : But tho' we are too fenfible of thofe fatal 
' confequt nces, we are not yet Vithout hopes, that your 
' Majelly's great wifdom, by the affiftance of your Commons, 
' may find means to extricate your People from their prefent 
' difficulties. 

* The bleffings derived to thefe Nations from your Maje- 
' fly's aufpicioas reign, are not confined to the prefent times ; 
' we have a profpect. of future and lalling happinefs entail'd 
4 upon your People by a long fucceffion of your royal pro- 
4 geny. And as this is a bleffing which thefe Kingdoms have 

* a long .time wanted, fo they could never hope to have feen 

* it fo weli fupply'd, as in the pcrfon of his Royal Highnefs 

* the Prince of Wales, and his iffue. Your faithftl Com- 

* moas fnall therefore think it their duty to enable your Ma- 
' jelly to fupport the dignity of the Crown, ,and to make an 
' honourable provifion* for the Royal Family. 

' The furprizing increafe of the publick debts, even fince 

* ail thoughts of carrying on the war were laidafide, lhall not 

* difcourage us from granting fuch fupplies as fhall be necef- 
' fary for the fervice of this year, and the fupport of pub- 
' lick faith : And we do entirely concur with your Majefty 
' in opinion, that nothing can contribute more towards pre- 
' ferving the credit of the Nation, than a ftrift obfervance of 
' all Parliamentary Engagements, which we are firmly refol- 

* red upon all occafions inviolably to maintain. 

Upon the reading of this Addrefs, there arofe a warm De- Debllte thereon, 
bate in the Houfe : Mr Shippen, Mr Bromley, Sir William 
Wyndham, Lieutenant General Rofs member for the fhire 
of Rofs, Mr Cxfar member for Hertford, Mr Ward mem- 
ber for Thctford, Sir * Robert Raymond member for Lud- 
low, Sir William Whitlocke, Mr Hungerford member for 
Scarbrough, and fome others, raifed objections againft divers 
expreffions in the Addrefs ; but were anfwer'd by Mr Robert 

Wal- 

• Made Attorney-General, 5* May, 1710; Lori Chief J n[Hct of tht 

Xing'* Bc*tb t Feb, H t 17 if. *»d sfienutrii ereaui « B*rwt «4 Gii-ir. 4 

Britain. ^ 
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Walpole, General f Stanhope member for Coc 
Ibcrt Heatlicote member for HcllloHj and 
am Pulteney. .General Rofs, among rhe rell, infilled much, 
'That the condemning the Peace, *and cenfuring the 
Miniftry, was a reflection on the late Queen, whofe aft and 
deed the Peace was ; and that he was fare the reflefrin^ oa 
the late Queen, could not be agreeable to his prefent Ma j 
He was anfwer'd by Mr Robert Walpole, and General Son- 
hope, * That nothing was farther from their intentions, than 
to afperfe the late Queen ; that they rather dcfigned to via* 
dicate her memory, by expofmg and puniihing thofe evil 
Counfellors, who deluded her into pernicious meafures ; 
whereas the oppofite Party endeavoured to fcreen and juilify 
ihofe Counfellors, by throwing on that good, pioir . 
well-meaning Princefs, all the blame and odium of their evil 
^:ounfels. , As to cenfuring the late Minillers, without hear- 
ing them, and condemning the Peace, without examining in- 
to particular?, us unjuil and unprecedented, it was anfwer'd, 
* That they muft diitinguilh between cenfuring Minillers. and 
condemning the Peace in general, and condemning particular 
perfons. That they might, in equity and juflice, do the 
firft, becaufe the whole Nation is already fenfible, that thebr 
honour fcnd true intercft were given up by the late Peace ; 
that in due time they would call them to an account, who 
made and advifed fuch a Peace ; but God forbid they fhould 
ever condemn any perfon unheard.' On this occafion Gene- 
ral Stanhope took notice of a report • induftrioufly fpread 
abroad, * That the prefent Minifters never defigned to call 
the late Managers to an account, but only to cenfure them in 
general terms : But he aflur'd the Houfe, that notwithlland- 
ing all the endeavours that had been ufed to prevent a difco- 
very of the late mifmanagements, by conveying away feveral 

s from the Secretaries Offices, yet the Government had 
fufficient evidence left, to prove the late Miniftry the moil 
corrupt that ever fate at the Helm : That thofe matters 
would foon be laid before the Houfe ; and that it would ap- 
pear, that a certain EngHfli General had acled in concert 
with* if not received orders from, Marftial Viltars.' 

Sir William Wyndham endeavoured to prove, that the 
Peace had been very beneficial ro this Kingdom ; and offered 
to produce a lift of goods, by which it appear'd, that the Cu- 
ftoms had increased near 100,000 1. per annum. But 1 
Heath- nn mediately taken up by Sir Gilbert Heathcote, who readi- 

•■;' £, Sir William might, indeed, produce a lift of vail 
imports from France, but defy'd him to (hew that our export! 

thither* 

if Sute, iyi \mwvj, 171 6. Cbwdfar «/ -' : 
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thither, particularly of our woollen manufactures, had en- a 
creas'd fmce the Peace, He added, that imports being only v^-C^- 
our confumption, rather prove our lofs than our gain ; and 
that the Nation gets only by exports, which keep up our 
manufactures, employ our poor, and bring in returns in mo- 
ney ; to which Sir William Wyndharn made no reply. Sir 
William Whitlocke having fuggelled, that the new Minillry 
defignM to involve the Nation in a new war, and lay fix lhil- 
Jinge, in the pound, was aflur'd by Mr Robert Walpole, that Mr Robert Wii» 
none in the prefent Miniliry were for a war, if the fame ' 
could any ways be avoided , and that he doubted not, but 
Two Shillings in the Pound would be furficient towards this 
year's fervice. 

After this Debate, a motion being made, and the quell ion 
put, that the Addrefs of Thanks be recommitted, itpalVdin 
the negative, by 244 voices againlr. 138; and then it was rc- 
folv'd, That the Houfe do agree with the Committee in tine The , 

\ddrefs | and order'd, that fuch Members as are of the u ' 
Privy Council, lliould know his Majefty's plcafurc, when he 
would be attended by the Houfe. The King having ap- 
pointed the next day, the Commons, with their Speaker, at- 
tended his Majefty accordingly at St James's, with their 
Addrefs, to which his Majeily return' d the following An- 
fwer : 

Gentlemen, 

" T Thank you for the many kind aflurances you have gi 
"' |_ ven me in your dutiful and loyal Addrefs. 

'* No andeavours mall be wanting on my part, to promote 
" your true interefl, and endear myfelf to all my People : 
** And I will depend on your zeul and affection, to defeat 
" ail evil defigns, that may tend to difquict the minds of 
" my People, and diliurb the tranquility of my Governn 

April 5 th, the Houfe being roov'd to appoint a day for - 
taking into con fide rat ion the King's Proclamation of the 15th 
of January lall for calling a new Parliament, and the fame 
being read accordingly, Sir William Whitlocke made fome 
exceptions to the faid Proclamation, as unprecedented and un 
warrantable, for which he was call'd upon by fome members ,„ ■ 
to explain himfelf ; upon which he made a kind of excufc for p 
what he had faid. 

The pafikges here fuppos'd to be alluded to are as follows 
viz. We cannot omit, on tbit tfcca/iv of ' Jirjl fummanirtg our 
Parliament df Great Britain, in jttflit and that 

the mi/carriages of ethers may not be "u tU. n tttti 

rvuben fcitje i;: hurt 

before ihty can be cltar'd up, t '/am, 

ibat aw lunt <v/>y mud? <mtm\i, on em 1 tb« Ct qtmiw 

t* 
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Arm i, Geo. t to find the pullicJt affairs of our Kingdoms under the grcatefl dif 
\J~\fS^\ fieulties, as well in rejpecl of our trade, and the interruption if 
our navigation, as of the great debts of the Nation, which tut 
ivere jutpriz'd to obferve, had been very much •i.crcas'd finct til 
conclufion of the lajl war : W'. do not therefore douit, that if the 
tnfuing Elect isns Jhall be made by our Ic-ving SuhjeSs nuitb that 
fafety and freedom which by luvj they are entitled to % and vue art 
firmly rejolvd to maintain to them, they will j'end uf to Parlia- 
ment the fittfft perfons to rcdrefs tbeprefet.t di/orders, ai.d to fr»- 
vide for the peace and bafpinefs of our Kingdoms, and tie eaji 
of our pec pie for the future, and therein will have a particular 
regard to fuch as Jkeiud afirmr.ejs to the Protefant Zucceffia» t 
when it civM mojl in danyer, Zjjc. 
And by sJrV.il- This Difpute would have been drop'd, had net Sir William 
ten Wyndkun. Wyndham took up the cudgels, and even carry'd the matter 
farther, by advancing, that the faid Pi oclr.m.iti on was not 
only un precedented and unwa rrantable, " but even of danger- 
ous conlequer.ee Jo tHc ^ v ery < bung...of Parliaments. In* 
Courtiers could not but take notice of%"fiome a reflection, 
and thereupon call'd u pon Sir William W) ndham tqjuftifj* 
his charge ; but Mr William, who judg'd he could not defcend 
to particulars,without giving farther olfeiice, d ecir.j d expla j n- 
ing himfelf ; ti.o' at the fame time, he refoluicly maintam'd 
his firft after, ion, faying, ' That as he thought ionic e,-:pref- 
fions in the tih! Pr- jclr.r«:at:<)n of d;iv.orro ::> corifc^ujnee, fo 
he believ'il.pyery MemLer was free to ipt.ik his thoughts.' He 
was aniwer'd, ' No doubt but every Mi i- !, ')cr has that liberty,' 
freedom offpeech tcT^g'onebFthe eff.-r.ticd priv : !cgc-. of that 
IIculV';Tut'tJ,at^Jtioijle ha., at the lame tiiru , both the 
^ i liberty and. ..power to cen/ui^.and.puj'-iJh fuch Members as 
'.. •• £ tranf^rcis the rules of decency, trcipafa ' epon thc"rcTj : cc"r. due 
to the Crown, and To aTnile the prh ;lege of cht Hca*e within 
doors, as to render it contemptible without.' Sir William be- 
ing again call'd i poll to explain himfelf, :ir.dftill pejfiijing in 
Motion j*fr com- his refufal, fomc Members cry'd th e Jfyvfr * *he Tower ; but 
the Tower. Mr Robert Walpole warded off the' blow* bywords to the fol- 
ic is pptot-d bv lowing purpofe. Mr. Speaker, ' I am not for gratifying the 
mi r. Walpole d t .f ire which the Member, who occ?.fions this gr?ai debate, 
fhews of being fent to the Tower ; 'twould make nim too con- 
fiderable : But as he is a young Man of good parts, who feta 
up for a warm Champion of the late Miniflry, and one who 
was in all their fecrets, I would have him be in the Houfe 
when we come to enquire into the cendret of his friends, both 
that he may have sn opportunity to defend them, and be * 
witnefs of the fairnefs v» ith which we fhall proceed againft 
thofe Gentlemen ; and that it may not be faid, that we take 
any advantage againft them.' After feveral other fpecchea, 
Which prolong'd this debits ft<m v« ull half an hour paft 
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nve in the afternoon, a motion was made, and the queftion Anno i Ceo, 1* 
put, that the Houfe do now adjourn, which being carry'd in 
the negative by a majority of 2 1 2 voices againit 1 34., a mo* 
tion was made, and the queftion propos'd, that Sir William 
Wyndham having reflected upon his Majefty's' Proclamation 
of the 1 5th of January laft for calling a new Parliament, and 
having refus'd to juftify his charge, although often call'd upon 
fo to do, is guilty of a great indignity to his Majefty, and of 
a breach of the privilege of the Houfe, 1 This motion ocean 1 - 
ou'd a frefh Debate, that lafted till feven of the clock; the 
Courtiers ftill infifting, that Sir William Wyndham mould 
juftify his charge, and Sir William as refolutely declining to> 
do it, faying, he was ready to undergo whatever a majority 
might think fit to inflict, upon him. At laft the queftion being 
put that Sir William Wyndham ftiould withdraw, the fame 
wa? carry 1 d in the affirmative by 208 Voices againft iz$ t 
whereupon Sir William withdrew accordingly; and with him, 
to a man, all the 1 29 Members who had been for the nega- 
tive. Their antagonills being thus entire mailers of the field, 
the queftion was put, andunanimouily refolv'd, that Sir Wil- 
liam Wyndham. having reflected upon his Majefty's PrOclaf- 
ihation of the 19th of January laft for calling a new Parlia- 
ment, and having refus'd to j unify his charge, although often 
call'd upon lb to do, is guilty of a great indignity to his Ma- 
Jefty, and of a breach of the privilege of the Houfe : after 
which, it was ordered, that Sir William Wyndham be, for • 
the faid offence, reprimanded in his place by Mr. Speaker : si r w.Wfrnd- 
and that he Ihould attend the Houfe ih his place the next ham order 4 td 
morning, be reprimanded 

Sir William Wyndham attending the next day in his place, b ? the Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker addrefVd himfelf to him in this manner. 

SIR, 

THE arraigning a Proclamation ijfittd by his Majejly 
for calling this pre/tnt Parliament, and refujing to af- 
Jign any' Cauji why fucb Proclamation is blameable, the Houfe 
thought an Indignity to his Majefty, and fa unwarrantable an 
ufi of that Freedom of Speech (which is the undoubted Pri- 
vilege of Parliament) that the Houfe thought they could not 
let it pafi without Animad-verfon, But being iviUh? their 
Moderation Jhould appear t not with/landing thiir Let. ity hds 
been tao much d'fpifd and contemned, they have inflteici the 
tnildeji Ccnfure jotir Offence nuat capable of, and have coirl- 
tnanded me to reprimand yoit iit yoi.f Place i and in Obe~ 
dicuce lo thti- Command, 1 do reprimand you. arc rd.ngly. 
Whereupon Sir William Wyndham laid : 
Mr. Speaker, 
4 T ^ erv trm y return my Thanks to you for perform- 
' X in Z tnat uutv which is incumbent upon you fron your 
1 pmce , in fo candid and gentleman- like a matff*r» 
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1 As I am i Member, I know I muft acquiefce in |] 

* determination of the Jloufe. " But as I am not corifcif - 
r to my felf of haying offered any indignity to his Ma- 

• jefty, or of having been guilty of any breach of the privi- 

* lege of this Houfe ; I have no thanks to return tp thofe 
' Gentlemen, who, Under a pretence of lenity, have brought 

• ine under this cenfure.' 

April 9, General Stanhope prefented to the Houfe, Our- 
fuant to their Addrefs to his Majiefty for that purpofe on the 
3, I'll of March, all the powers, ihftru&ions, memorials, pa- 
pers, &c. relaLJnjg to the late negotiation of peace and com- 
merce, and to the cefl'ation of arms, which he delivered in 
at the table, and told the Houfe, * That nothing had been 
omitted, that might either anfwer the de&re they had ex- 
Prefs*d of being throughly informed of what had pafs'd in 
thofe important negotiations, or to fati'sfy the whole World, 
that the prefent Miniftry aftcd with the utmoft fairnefs and 
candour, anddefign'd to take no manner of advantage over 
the late Managers in the intended inquiries : That, indeed, 
the papers now laid before the Houfe were only copies, but 
that the originals would be produe'd if occafiOn required: 
Concluding, That thofe papers being too many, and too vo- 
luminous to lie perus'd and examin'd by all the Members of 
the Hoofe, he thought it more convenient, and therefore 
mov'd.that the faid books and papers be referred to a felecl 
Committee of twenty perfons. , who Jjhould digeft the fub- 
fiance of them under proper heads, and report the fame, 
with their obfervations thereupon to the Houfe.* Mr. Ward 
Member for Thetford, faid, * Nothing could be fairer. That 
for his own part, t ho' his principle was that Kings can do no 
V3rotrg t yet he was of opinion, rhatMinifters were account- 
able for their male-adminiftration,' 

Mr. Edward Harley, • Member for Leominftcr, on this 
flood up, and faid, * That it was eafy to fee that one of his 
neareft Relations was principally ainVd at, in the intended 
inquiries! but he might afliire. the Houfe, that the faid perfon, 
sotwithftanding the various reports which had been fpread 
concerning him, would neither fly his Country, nor conceal 
himfelf, but be forth-coming whenever he mould be call'd 
upon to juflify his conduct. That he hoped he would be able, 
upon the feverefi trial, to make his innocence appear to all 
che World j but if he ihould be fo unhappy as to have been 
guilty of the crimes that were laid to his charge, he would 
think all his Mood too fmall a facrifice to atone for them.* 
Nobody oppos'd General Stanhope's motion : Mr. Hunger- 
ford only excepted againil the number of twenty, and moved 
that one more might be added ; which was agreed to, and It 
wasrefolved, That the papers before-mentioned be refcrr'd 

to 

♦ Oet tftbt Audi ten n/r*e Impreft, and bnlbtr tt tbi Ear! ^Oxford, 
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SPEECHES 

AND 

DEBATES 

I N T H E 

Firft Seffion of the First Parliament 

O F 

King George I. 

Being the Fifth Parliament of Great Britain* 

ON the 17th of March, 1714-15, the Parliament Anro t. Geo. t 
met at Weftminfter according to the writs of fum- v^itj^^j 
mons. And the King being come to the Houfe of V- ^V^"*' 
Lords, and feated on the throne with the ufual 
folemnity, the gentleman Uftier of the black rod was fent ^ p^m,^ 
with a menage to the Houfe of Commons, commanding their meet. 
attendance in the Houfe of Peers ; the Commons being come 
thither, his Majefty's pleafure was fignify'd to them by the 
Lord Chancellor, that they fhould return to their Houfe 
and chufe their Speaker, and prefent him to his Majefty on 
the 2 1 ft. 

The Commons being return 'd to their Houfe, the Earl 
of Hertford, fon to the Duke of Somerfct, propos'd the 
honourable* Mr Spencer Compton, knight of the ihire forMfCo:«nt-«ui«§< 
Suffex, for Speaker, and being feconded by + Lord Finch, ^ ***** 
he was elefted Ncm. Con. 

On the 21ft the King came to the Houfe of Lords with 

the ufual folemnity ; and the Houfe of Commons attending, 

prefented the hon. Spencer Compton, Efq; for their Speaker, 

whom his Majefty approv'd ; after which the Lord Chan- 

Vol. L B cellor 

• Mais Tmvmjfier General of the forces in March nzt-4, finet ctiattJ 
Z*t\ of Wilmington, mm Lord Frrfident of the Omnal. 

f Msit CmfMkr <f tbt fMhii May nifc wkIJhk* u[mi X -■, vtm 
JWmSa*, <Sc, " iW * ^ 



My Lords and Gentlemen, 
King-i speech, « f"T~>HIS being the firft opportunity that I have had of 
«* A meeting my People in Parliament, fince it plcas'd 
" Almighty God, of his good providence, to call me to the 
" Throne of my anceflors, I mull gladly make ufe of it to 
«« thank my faithful and loving Subjects, for that zeal and 
" firmnefs that hath been (hewn in defence of the Proteftant 
" Succeflion, againll all the open and fecret practices that 
" have been ufed to defeat it : And I /hall never forget the 
" obligations I have to thofe who have diftinguilh'd them- 
" felvcs upon this occafion. 

" It were to be wiftTd, that the unparalleled fuccefles of 
" a war, which was fo wifely and chcarfully fupported by 
" this Nation, in order to procure a good Peace, had been 
" attended with a fuitablc conclufion : But it is with concern 
" I mult tell you, that fome conditions even of this Peace^ 
" eflential to the fecurity and trade of Great Britain, are not 
" yet duly executed ; and the performance of the whole may 
" be look'd upon as precarious, until we {hall have form'd 
" defenfive alliances to guaranty the prefent treaties. 

" The Pretender, who ftill refides in Lor rain, threatens to 
* difturb us, and boafts of the affiftance which he ftill expects 
** here to repair his former difappointments. 

" A great part of our trade is render'd irapra&icablc ; this, 
** if not retrieved, mull deftroy our manufa&ures, and ruin 
"* our navigation. 

" The publick debts are very great, and furprizingty in- 
* l creas 1 d, even fince the fatal ceftation of arms. My firft 
** care was to prevent a farther increafe of thefe debts, by 
" paying off forthwith a great number of (hips which had 
" been kept in pay, when there was no occafion for continu- 
" ing fuch an expence. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

41 I rely upon you for fuch fupplies as the prefent circum- 
" llances of our affairs require for this year's fervice, and for 
c * the fupport of the publick faith. The efliniates /hall be 
" laid before yon, that you may confider of them ; and 
** what you {hall judge nece/Tary for your fefety, I /hall think 
*' fufficient for mine. 

" I doubt not but you will concur with me in opinion, that 
** nothing can contribute more to the fupport of the credit of 
" the nation, than a Uriel obfervance of all Parliamentary 
" Engagements. 

" The branches of the revenue, formerly granted for the 
fr fupport of the civil Government, are fo far incumberd and 

■ ■&«• 
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" alienated, that the produce of the Fundi which remain, 
•' .in J have been granted to xne, will fall much fhort of what 
" was at firft defign'd, for maintaining the honour and dig- 
" nity of the Crown : And fince it is my happinefs {as I am 
" confident you chink it yours) to fee a Prince of Wales, 
" who may, in due time, fucceed me on the Throne, and to 
" fee him bleflcd with many children, the bcrt and molt va~ 
" luable pledges of our care and concern for your profperity^ 
" rlits mult occafion an expencc to which the nation has not 
** of many years been accuftonVd ; but fuch as furely no 
** man will grudge ; and therefore I do not doubt but you 
*' will think of it with that afteclicn which I have reafon to 
" hope from you. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" The eyes of all Europe are upon you, waking the jflue 
« of this iirfl Seflion. Let no unhappy divifions of Parties 
*' here at home, divert you from purfuing the common inr 
" tereft of your Country : Let no wicked infinuations dif- 
" quiet the minds of jny Subjects. The eftablifh'd conilitutiou 
'• in Church and State mall be the rule of my Government ; 
*• the happinefs, eafe, and profperity ©f my people, (hall be 
" the chief care of my life- Thofe who afiilt me in carrying 
•* on rhefe meafures, I mall always eftcem my bcft Friends j 
* and I doubt not but that I mall be able, with your afiift- 
" ance, to difappoint the deligns of thofe who would deprive 
*' me of that blemng, which I moil value, the affections of 
" my People, 

On the 23d, Mr Speaker having reported to the Houfe the 
King's Speech, Mr Robert Walpole made a fpeech, in which mm* 
forth the great happinefs of thefe Nations, by his Maje- ^ 
{iv 'i feafonable acccftion to the Crown ; ran through the Mif- 
managements of the four laft preceding years ; and concluded 
with a motion for an Addrcfs of Thanks to the King.conform- 
1 the feveral heads of his Majefty's Speech. He was 
feconded by the lord Hinchinbroke, * member for Hunting- 
don ; and none but Sir William Whitlocke, member for the 
Univcrfity of Oxford, having rais'd any Objection againll 
Mr Walpole's motion, it was refolv'd, 

That an Addrcfs be prefented to his Majefty ; and a Com-* 
mittee was appointed to draw it up, of which Mr Walpole 
was elected CJainain ; which was as follows -.. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

1 "\70U R Majellys moil dutiful and loyal Subjects, the- ^ 
J J[ Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aflembled, 
B 1 return, 

1 hn l» tjt Zsrl nf Sandwich h mi * Cgkml "j 
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Hungcrford, and fome other leading Members of the late 
Miniitry, who, on this occafion, were ftrengthen'd and back'd 

^jTHnngerfordT by fome eminent Members of the Court Party, did not at 
firft directly oppofe the queftion, but infmuated, ' That be- 
fore they came to that refolution, it mould be proper that 
a particular of the King's expences fhould be laid before the 

MrWaipok. Houfe.' Mr Walpole, General Stanhope, Mr Lechmcre, and 

to'uchmerc? 1 ' ' fome other Courtiers, who, on this occafion, were join'd by 
fome of the oppofite Party, having exploded that propofal as 
altogether inconfiftent with the King's honour, to have all the 
private expences of his Family and Houfhold look'd into, as 
if he had need of a Guardian, the Country Party then 
mov'd, that the fum of 600,000 1. per annum be given to 
his Majefty, and 1 00,000 1. per annum fettled on the Prince 
of Wales. The Courtiers perceiving that the propofal of 
giving the Prince of Wales a feparate revenue, was only a 
defign to divide the Royal Family, by leflening the next 
Heir Apparent's dependence on the King, oppos'd it with 
great warmth ; and the queftion being put upon that mo- 
tion, the fame was carry'd in the negative by a great 
majority. The Country Party having loft thefe two points, 
fome of that Party more openly oppos'd the main queftion, 

Kt w.wjndham. among the reft, Sir William Wyndham faid, ' He had the 
honour to ferve Queen Anne, and had the opportunity to 
look both into her revenue and expences ; and he could af- 
fure the Houfe, that about 500,000 1. per annum, were 
fufficient for the fupport of her Family and Civil Lift ; tho' 
Ihe referv'd about 50,000 1. a year for the late King James's 
Confort. ' The Courtiers were glad of this laft confeifion t 

r . and General Stanhope defir'd the Committee to take Notice 
of what that Gentleman had advane'd, becaufe it would 
. ferve to confirm fome matters, which the Committee of Se- 
crecy had found in the papers that were laid before them. 
A Courtier, who, at that time, fpoke on the oppofite fide, 
made fome reflections on the prefent unthrifty adminiftration 
of his Majefty's revenue ; and, in particular, took notice of 
the falaries of the Judges being advane'd ; not, faid he, for 
fervices done, but expe&ed. Upon the whole matter, the 
queftion being put upon the motion before mention'd, about 
feven o'clock in the evening, the fame was carry'd in the 
affirmative without dividing. 

May 1 8. The Commons refolved themfelves into a Com- 
mittee cf the whole Houfe, to confider of the feveral lift* 
r and accounts of annuities, penfions, and bounties granted by 

the la{e Queen, or his prefent Majefty ; upon which there 
arcfe a warm Debate. The leading Men among the Friend* 
of the late Miniftry, fupported again by a great many Cour- 
tiers, exclaun'd againlt the penfions given by the Crown to, 
" feveral 
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fcrcral perfons of quality, fome of whom they nam'd who audi. c«.l 
had no occafion for them j and a motion was made, that an sJPKs-^m 
Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, that he would be pleas'd Modon for an Ad- 
to retrench all unnecef&ry penfions, and grant no more any fo"^^',^' 
fnch for the future. Hereupon Mr R. Walpole fhew'd, fionj . &*. 
* That they ought not to flint the King's beneficence, nor Mr Robert wj. 
debar his Majefty from the exercife of the moft glorious p 016 ' 4 ***<*• 
branch of his royal prerogative, which is to beftow his fa- 
vours on fuch as diftinguifh themfelves in his fcrvice. ' He 
was feconded by Mr Hampden, who, on the other hand, Mr Uampdca. 
obferv'd, that all the penfions about which fo much noife 
was made, did not amount to above 25000 1. a year; and 
to wave the motion made by the Country Party, he mov'd, 
that the Chairman fhould leave the Chair ; which, being put 
to the vote, pafs'd in the affirmative, by 191 votes againft 
188 ; fo that the Court Party carry 'd it by three voices only. 
May 23. The Commons, in a grand Committee on the 
Supply, came to this refolution, viz. That to enable his Ma- 
jefty to fupport the dignity of the Crown, and to make an 1E£S*3m5» 
honourable provifion for the Royal Family, there be granted fig £** Hout " 
to his Majefty, during his life, an additional revenue of 
1 20000 1. per annum ; which, together with the neat pro- 
dace of the Civil Lifl0ranchcs, may make up the clear yearly 
fum of 700000 1. for the fcrvice of his Majefty's Houfhold 
and Family, and other his neceiTary expences and occafions. 
This refolution was May 24 reported, and agreed to by the 
Houfe. 

June 1. The Lords having fent to the Commons, the Bill 
fir the belter regulating the Forces, &c. and the amendments 
to the Bill %y the Lords being read, a motion was made, Motion mike KB 
that the farther confideration of thofe amendments be ad- SSXS* 1 * 
joum'd, which was carry 'd in the negative ; and then thofe 
amendments being read a fecond time, were agreed to by the 
Houfe. * Mr Shippen, member for Newton in Lancafhire, Mr shippen-t 
having, on this occafion, reflected on the adminiftration, as 8 **k 
if they defign'd to fet up a (landing army, and infinuated, 
as if, after all the great clamour that had been rais'd, their 
fecret Committee would end in fmoke ; he was taken up by 
Mr Bofcawen, who faid, ' He could not forbear taking Mr - B '- r « - 'e\. 
notice of the infolence of a certain fet of men, who having 
committed the blackeft crimes, had yet the afTurance to dare 
the juftice of the Nation ; but he hoped thofe crimes would 
not long remain unpuniftYd : That the Committee of Secre- 
cy were ready to make their Report ; and had directed their 
Chairman to move the Houfe the very next day, that a day 
might be appointed for receiving the (aid Report ; and that, x 

\\\ 
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in the mean time, he might venture to afliire the Houfe, 
that they had found fufficient matter to impeach of High 
Treafon feveral Lords and fome Commoners. ' Mr R. Wal- 
pole faid, ' That he wanted . words to exprefs the villany of 
the laft Frenchify 'd Miniftry ; ' and General Stanhope added, 
' he wonder'd, that men who were guilty of fuch enormous 
crimes, had ftill the audacioufnefs to appear in the publick 
ftreets. ' 

June 2, Mr Robert Walpole acquainted the PIcufe from 
the Committee of Secrecy, ' That they had examined the 
Books, &c. referred to them, and had matters of the greateft 
importance to lay before the Houfe ; and that the Committee 
had directed him to move the Houfe, that a day might be ap- 
pointed for receiving their Report.' Upon which, after a; 
fmall Debate, it was order'd, that the faid Report be receiv'd 
upon that day fev'nnight ; and that all the Members do attend 
at that Time, upon pain of incurring the higheft difpleafure 
of the Houfe. 

June 3. The King came to the Houfe of Peers, and gave 
the royal aflent to the Malt-Bill and the Mutiny-Bill, and 
his Majefiy being gone, the Commons rer. rn'd to their 
Houfe, and order'd, that the Committee of Secrecy fhould 
have leave to fit during the adjournment of the Houfe, who 
then adjoum'd 'till the 8th of June, |j|reafon of the Whit- 
funtide Holidays. 

June 9, Mr Robert Walpole, from the Committee of 
Secrecy, acquainted the Houfe, / That he had a Re- 
port to prefent ; (according to their order) but that he had 
the commands of the Committee to make a motion to the 
Houfe before he read the Report ; that there are in the Re- 
port matters of the higheft importance : That although the 
Committee had power to fend for perfons, papers, and re- 
cords, they did not think fit to make ufc thereof, believing ' 
it to be neceffary, in order to bring offenders to juftice, that 
fome perfons fhould be fecur'd, before 'tis poffible they fhould 
know what they are to be examin'd to ; and left they fhould 
have notice from what fhould be read in the Report, to make 
their efcape, he was commanded by the Committee, ac- 
cording to former precedents, to move, that a warrant may 
be ifiued by Mr Speaker, to apprehend certain perfons who 
{hall be nam'd to him by the Chairman of the faid Com- 
mittee ; and that no Members may be permitted to go out 
of the Houfe. 

Hereupon it was order'd, I. That the Lobby be clear 'd 
of all ltrangers, and the back-doors of the Speaker's cham- 
ber be lock'd up, and the key brought and laid upon the 
table j and that the Serjeant do ftand at the door of the 
Ji.-.ufc, and l'uffer no Member to go forth. II. That Mr 

Soeaker 
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Speaker do iffue his Warrant to the Serjeant at Arms at- *w* }• c* ; *• 
tending the Houfe, to take into his Cuftody fuch Perfons as \_j**Lf^ji 
fhall be nam'd to Mr Speaker by the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Secrecy, in order to their being examined before 
the faid Committee. 

• Hereupon Mr Speaker iffued out his Warrant to the Ser- 
jeant at Arms, to take into his Cuftody feveral Perfons that 
were nam'd to him by Mr Walpole, particularly Mr Mat- 
thew Prior, and Mr Thomas Harley, the firft of whom was 
immediately apprehended, and the other fome Hours after. 

This done, Mr Walpole acquainted the v Houfe, » That 5' c ^ 
the Committee of Secrecy had perus'd the Books and Papers preicmed. 
referr'd to them, and had agreed upon a Report, which they 
had commanded him to make : That it was contain'd in two 
Books, one of which was the Report, and the other an Ap- 
pendix to it, containing at large thofe Letters and Papers 
which were referr'd to in the Report.' And he read the I 

Report in his Place, and afterwards deliver'd the fame in at 
the Table, together with the Appendix and the Books which 
were referr'd to the faid Committee. The Reading of the faid 
Report having lafted from one till about Six in the Evening, 
a Motion was made by the Friends of the late Miniftry, 
and the Queftion put, That the farther Confideration thereof 
be adjourn' d 'till next Morning, but it was carry 'd in the 
Negative, by 282 againft 171, and order 'd, that the Report 
be now read : And the Clerk of the Houfe having read Part Arid read. 
oFit, 'till half an Hour paft Eight, the farther Confideration 
of it was adjourn'd. 

June 10. The Commons refum'd the adjourn'd Confidera- 
tion of the Report from the Committee of Secrecy, and the 
reft of the Report being read, which lafted 'till about four 
in the Afternoon, Sir* Thomas Hanmer, Bart. Member 
for Suffolk, mov'd, That the Confideration of the faid Re- Debate thereon. 
port be adjourn'd till the zift of the fame Month, and was 
leconded by the leading Men among the Friends of the late 
Miniftry, who mov'd alfo, that the faid Report be printed, 
to be perus'd by all the Members of the Houfe. Hereupon 
Mr Robert Walpole faid, ' He could not but wonder, that Mr R. vu?a*. 
thofe Gentlemen who had fhew'd fo great Impatience to have 
the Report laid before the Houfe, fhould now prefe for ad- 
journing die Confideration of it. That as for the Committee 
of Secrecy, as they had not yet gone through all the Bran- 
ches of their Inquiry, they could have wiih'd fome longer 
Time had been allow J them to perufe and digeft feveral im- 
portant Papers. That in order to that, they would have "de- 
Vol. I. f> frrril 
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Anm i. ceo. i. ferr'd three Weeks or a Month, the laying their Report be- 
{.S^s**^ *° re tnc Houfe ; but that fome Gentlemen having reflefted 
on the pretended Slownefs of the Committee ; fince the faid 
k Report was now before them, they mull e'en go through 

General suuihopc. w j r h it.' General Stanhope added, ' That for his own Part, 
he would readily agree to give thofe Gentlemen all the Time 
they could defirc to confider of the Report ; but that fince 
they themfelves had precipitated this Affair, he was of Opi- 
nion, they ought to profecute it with Vigour, left, by flop- 
ping on a fudden, they mould fortify the Notion, which the 
Friends of the late Miniftry had, with great Induftry, pro- 
pagated among the People, That the Report of the Com- 
mittee of Secrecy would vanifh into Smoke; the rather, be- 
caufc thefe malicious Infinuations had rais'd the Spirits and 
Infolence of the Difaffetted, and were the principal Caufe of 
the prefent Ferment among the giddy Multitude. That he 
agreed with the Member who had mov'd for the printing 
of the Report ; that not only the Houfe, but the whole 
World, might be convine'd of the Fairnefs and Impartiality 
of their Proceedings ; but that the Crimes of fome Perfons 
nam'd in the Report were fo obvious to every Body, that 
they ought, in his Opinion, immediately proceed to the im- 
peaching of them.' Some propos'd the adjourning the De- 
bate 'till one Time, fome 'till another ; but the Court Party 
were refolv'd againft any Delays ; and the Queftion being 
put about feven in the Evening, on the Motion made by Sir 
Thomas Hanmer, it was carry'd in the Negative by 280 
againft 1 60. This Point gain'd, Mr Robert Walpole faid, 

iJnJeSlf&rd ' He made no Q" eftion > «*•*» after the Report had been 
SolinKbroice of twice read, the whole Houfe was fully convine'd, that Henry 
8 Te ' Lord Vifcount Bolingbroke was guilty of High Treafon, and 
other High Crimes and Mifdemeanours : That therefore he 
impeach'd him of thofe Crimes ; but if any Member had any 
Thing to fay in his Behalf, he doubted not but the Houfe 
Debate thereon, was ready to hear him.' After a deep Silence in the Houfe 
Mr Hungerford. for fome Minutes, Mr Hungerford rofe up and faid, ' That, 
in his Opinion,* nothing was mention'd in the Reporty in Re- 
lation to the Lord Bolingbroke, that amounted to High 
General Rofe. Treafon.' And General Rofs faid, ' He wonder'd no Body 
fpoke in Favour of the Lord Bolingbroke : That, for his 
own Part, he had nothing to fay at prefent ; but referv'd to 
The impeach- himfelf to fpeak in a properer Time.' The Refolution for 
jSn e gbrokc a?r<-cd impeaching the Lord Bolingbroke of High Treafon and 
10 fir the Houfe. other High Crimes and Mifdemeanours, being pafs'd, the 
lord Coniner.by Lord Coninjrsbv flood up, and faid, « The worthy Chairman 

impcac i<cs Robert o_. r ,,i, T r i 1 t j 

Earl of oxford of of the Committee has impeach d the Hand, but 1 do rni- 
HighTr«aio 11 .&c peach the Hcad . he has i mpcac h'd the Clerk, and I the 

Juftice ; he has impeach'd the. Scholar, and I the Mafter : * 

fo 
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fo impeach'd Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, of Anno^Geci. . 
High Treafon, and other High Crimes and Mifdemeanours. i^\^\^ 
Hereupon Mr f Harley made a long pathetick Speech ; ***** thercoa. 
wherein he endeavour'd to juitify his Brother, the Earl of MrH » rle J r ' 
Oxford, * as having done nothing but by the immediate 
Commands of the late Queen ; urging, ' that the Peace was 
a good one, and approv'd as fuch by two Parliaments : Con- 
cluding, that the Facts mention'd in the Report, and which 
were charg'd on the Earl, could not be conilrued to amount 
to High Treafon, but only, in ilritft Rigour, to Mifdemea- 
nours.' He was back'd by Mr f Thomas Foley, Member MrThomaiFotar. 
for Hereford, the Earl's Brother-in-Law, who complain'd of 
the Hardihip put upon that Nobleman, in charging him 
with High Treafon, before they had examined the Report : 
But what was yet more favourable for the Earl, was fpoke 
by Sir Jofeph Jekyll, one of the Committee of Secrecy, sirjofepkjekyii. 
who faid, * That as to the Lord Bolingbroke, they had more 
than fufficient Evidence to convict him of High Treafon, up- 
on the Statute 25 Edward III. but that as to the Earl of 
Oxford, he doubted whether they had either fufficient Mat- 
ter, or Evidence to impeach him of Treafon.' But another 
Member of the Committee of Secrecy having affur'd the 
Houfe, That befides what had appear'd before them, and 
was mention'd in the Report, th'ey had other Evidence, viva 
Face : It was refolv'd, without a Divifion, That this Houfe 
will impeach Robert Earl of Oxford, and Earl Mortimer, of JSmSB*; 
High Treafon, and other High Crimes and Mifdemeanours : Earl of oxford 
And order 'd, that it be referr'd to the Committee of Secre- ifoufe. t0 "" 
cy, to draw up Articles of Impeachment, and prepare Evi- Articles aeainft 
dence againft Henry Vifcount Bolingbroke, and Robert Earl ^ iwjSSwi* 
of Oxford and Earl Mortimer. After this, it was order'd oxfor'/order-dt* 
likewife, that the farther Confideration of the faid Report bldrawnu i>- 
be adjourn'd ; and that the faid Report, with the Appendix, The Report from 
be printed . s,.,.^ order , d , # 

June 1 1 . The Commons order'd the Speaker to fend a te P rintcd » 
printed Copy of the Report from the Committee of Secrecy A nd km to the 
to the Sheriff of every County, and to the returning Officer s^riff* &-• 
of every City and Borough fending Members to Parliament. 

June 15. Mr Walpole, from the Committee of Secrecy, 
acquainted the Houfe, That he was directed by the Com- 
mittee to move the Houfe, That the Perfons taken into Cu- 
ftody, purfuant to the Order of the Houfe of the 9th Inft. 
might be examin'd in the moft folcmn Manner, according to 
former Precedents. Upon which it was order'd, That 
fuch Members of the Committee of Secrecy, who are 
Jufticei of the Peace- for the County of Middlefex, fhould 
D 2 examine 

tf B*tb ifdmAiditvs 0/ the Ln^fv &fc. 
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AMO iViJ eo ' 1 ' exim ^ !ie Mr Matthew Prior, and Mr Thomas Harlcy, at 

V./'V'"**-^ the faid Committee. 

June 1 7. Mr Walpole acquainted the Houfe, That pur- 
suant to their Order, Matthew Prior, Efq; had been, the 
Day before, examin'd before the Committee of Secrecy, and 
during -a long Examination, there appear'd Matters of fuch 
Importance, that the Committee had direfted him to move 
the Houfe, that he might be confin'd in clofe Cuftody, and 
no Perfon permitted to come to him : Upon which it was 

Mr Prior order'd order'd, That Mr Matthew Prior, now in Cuftody of the 

woc^cuftody.-^rjearu at Arms, be confin'd in clofe Cuftody, and no Per- 
fon permitted to come to him without Leave from Mr 
Speaker. 

The Account of what pafs'd at Mr Prior's Examination, 
as drawn up by his own Hand, may be feen in the APPEN- 
DIX to this Work. 

June 2 1 . The Houfe having, according to Order, con- 
fider'd farther of the Report from the Committee of Secrecy, 

_ ... . Gen. Stanhope ftood up and faid, ' He wilh'd he were not 

Oen. Stanhope , ,. , , . ' , -., r , ' _. - , , 

impeaches james oblig d to break Silence on that Occaiion ; but that as a 
pfHlgSfTrcTnt Member of the Secret Committee, and of that great Af- 
&c * fembly, which ought to do the Nation Jultice, he thought 

it his Duty to impeach James Duke of Ormond of High 
f Treafon, and other High Crimes and Mifdemeanours ; ' and 

MrBoicawcn. was fec«nded by MrBofcawen. Hereupon Mr Archibald Hut . 
MrHuichefon. chc f on % Member for Haftings, made a long Speech in be- 
half of the Duke of Ormond, wherein he (ol forth, * his 
noble Birth and Qualifications j and the great Services which 
both he and his illuftrious Anceftors had perform'd to the 
Crown and Nation ; urg'd, That in the whole Courfeof his 
late Conduft, he had but obey'd the late Queen's Commands j 
and concluded, That if all that was. alledg'd again ft his 
Grace in the Report could be made out, it would, in the 
Rigour of the Law, amount to no more than High Mifde-< 
meanours. ' This Speech made a great Impreflion on the 
Affemblyj and Mr Hutchefon was feconded by General 
fUeniLumiey. L um i e y > Member for Arundel, who faid, among other 
Things, « That the Duke of Ormond had, on all Occafions, 
given Signal Proofs both of his Affection and Love for his 
Country, and of his perfonal Bravery and Courage, particu- 
larly at the Battle of Landen, where he was wounded and 
taken Prifoner ; and that the late King William was ex- 
tremely fatisfy'd with his Grace's gallant Behaviour. That 
his Grace had generoufly expended the beft Part of his Eftato 
in the Wars, living in a moil noble and fplendid Manner, 

fv 
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for the Honour of his Country : That therefore, in Confi- *■■»*. «ht.t- 
deration both of hi! great Services, and his illuftrious Re- ^•'^V^s^ 
lations, if he had; of late been fo unfortunate as to fail in 
any Part of hiCConduft, they ought not to proceed againft 
hint with the utmoft Rigour of the Law ; the rather, be- 
caufe he ever meant well, and was drawn into ill Meafures 
by crafty Minifters. ' Sir Jofeph Jekyll fpoke likewife in »i r jo&fh j«icyti; 
Favour of the Duke of Ormond : He faid, ' That if there 
was Room for Mercy, he hoped it would be (hewn to that 
noble, generous, and courageous Peer, who, for many Years, 
had exerted thofe great Accomplishments for the Good and 
Honour of his Country. That if of late he had the Mis- 
fortune to deviate from his former Conduft, the Blame ought 
not, in Juftice and Equity, be laid to him, but to them 
principally, who abufing his Affeftion, Loyalty, and Zeal 
for the 'Service of his Royal Miftrefs, had drawn him into 
pernicious Counfels : That therefore, as the Statute of. the 
25th Edward III. on which the Charge of High Treafon 
againft his Grace was to be grounded, had been mitigated 
by fubfequent Laws, the Houfe ought not, in his "Opinion, 
to take Advantage of that Aft againft the Duke, but only 
impeach him of High Crimes and Mifdemeanours. ' He 
added, * That fome Perfons endeavoiir'd to aggravate the 
Duke of Ormond's Faults, by charging upon him the Riots 
and Tumults which the Populace committed daily in many 
Places ; but that he durft averr, that his Grace did no Ways 
countenance thofe diforders ; and if the difaffefted made ufe 
of his Name, unknown to him, his Grace ought not to fuffer 
for it. ' General Rofs laid great Strefs upon Sir Jofeph Gen. tofc. 
Jekyll's Opinion, and faid all he could in his Commenda- 
tion, and the Duke's Defence. Sir William Wyndham, sir w. wyiutha'w. 
Member for Somerfetfhire, Mr Thomas Onflow, Member Mr t. onflow. 
for Surrey, Mr Ward, Mr Hungerford, and fome other Mr wud. 
Members of both Parties, fpoke alfo on the fame Side : But Mr Hun 6" fo "*- 
Mr Lyddal, Member for Leftwithiel, Mr Hampden, and jjjj^j^, 
Mr Thompfon, * Member for Ipfwich, did ftrqngly fupport MrTr.omi*»r. 
General Stanhope's Motion ; anfwer'd all that had been al- 
ledg'd in the Duke's Favour ; and among other Things re- 
preiented, * That he ever affefted Popularity ; that he could 
not be ignorant of the Tumults and Riots cf which his 
Name was the Signal ; and th;it fince he did not publickly 
difown them who made Uk of his Name, his Silence wa* 
a' tacit Approbation of their Proceedings, and iV-cm'd t» 
fummon the People to a jjecsra! Ir.lirreftion. 

Sir 
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Sir Edward Northey, f Member for Tiverton, faid that 
lie did not difown, but that in the Repoft of the Committee 
sir Ed. Northey. of Secrecy, there were fome Matters, on which an Impeach- 
ment of High Treafon might be grounded againit the Duke 
of Ormond ; but he did not think it proper to explain him- 
felf farther on that Occafion. Mr Lechmere, fpoke plainer, 
and mention'd a Cafe parallel to the Duke's, which had 
been adjudg'd Treafon. This Debate lafled from One till 
about half an Hour pafl Ten, when the Queftion was put, 
and refolv'd by a Majority of 234 Voices againit 1 87, to 
impeach James Duke of Ormond of High Treafon, and 
The impeachment other High Crimes and Mifdemeanours. After which it was 
of the Du*c ot order'd, That it be referr'd to the Committee of Secrecy to 
to'bythe Hwife, draw up Articles of Impeachment, and prepare Evidence 
Snfthimwie'f'd againit. James Duke of Ormond ; and that the farther Con- 
u be «uawn up. fideration of the faid Report be adjourn'd to the next 
Morning. 

June 22. The Commons refum'd the Confideration of the 

Report from the Committee of Secrecy, and Mr Aiilaby, 

who fpoke firft, « Took Notice of the general Concern that 

had appear'd the Day before in the Houfe, for the noble 

Perfon that was impeach'd ; becaufe they were pcrfuaded, 

'twas rather through Weaknefs than Malice that he had 

follow'd pernicious Counfels ; but that, in his Opinion, few, 

if any, would fpeak in Favour of another Lord, whom he 

Mr AMaby im- was to impeach. That the Perfon he meant, was Thomas 

T^f Strafford ^ ar * °^ Strafford, one of the Plenipotentiaries of Great Bri- 

oi High Crime* tain at the Congrefs of Utrecht ; whofe Conducl had been 

•nd MiidcinH. vaft]y d]fferent from that f his Colleague, the Lord Biihop 

of London. * That this good and pious Prelate feem'd to 
have been put at the Head of that Negociation, only to 
palliate die Iniquity of it, under the Sacrednefs of his Cha- 
racter ; but was little more than a Cypher in the Abience of 
the Earl of Strafford. That the Biihop not being in the 
Secret, had. afted with Referve and Caution, and would do 
, nothing without the Queen's fpecial Commands j whereas 
the Earl of Strafford not only was forward to venture and 
undertake any Thing, as he expreffes himfelf in one of his 
Letters, to be the Tool of a Frenchify 'd Miniftry ; but in 
many Inflances had gone beyond his Inilruftions, and ad- 
vis'd the mofl pernicious Meafures. That having impar- 
tially weigh 'd the different Conduft of thefe two Miniilers* 
he was glad that nothing could be charg'd upon the Biihop, 
iince it gave them an Opportunity to convince the World, 
that the Church is not in Danger ; but mov'd that Thomas 

Earl 

f Attornty Gmeral y but rmro'i. 
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Earl of Strafford be impeach' d of High Crimes and Mi {He- Anno i. c«>. v 
meanours. ' Mr Aiflaby afterwards enlarg'd upon this f ^v^v i 
Charge, which he reduc'd to thefe three principal Heads, *^^» ^* 
viz. I. ' The Earl of Strafford's advifing the fatal Sufpenfion 
of Arms, which was foon after attended with feveral Mif- 
fortunes that befel the Allies ; and at lail reduc'd them to 
the Neceflity of fubmitting to the Terms of an unfafe, dif- 
bonourable Peace. II. Advifing the feizing of Ghent and 
Bruges, in order to diftrefs the Allies, and favour the Ene- 
my. III. The Infolence and Contempt with which he had 
treated the moft ferene Houfe of Hanover, and their Ge- 
nerals and Minifters. ' 

Mr Bailie, having feconded Mr Aiflaby, Sir William Detatetherew. 
Wyndham endeavour'd to juftify the Earl of Strafford, as to m* 8 * 11 '*- 
the firft Head, by faying, « That the Peace, which was tow - w J""*«- 
but the Sequel and neceflary Confequence of the Sufpenfion 
of Arms, had been approv'd as fuch by two fucceffive Par- 
liaments, and declar'd advantageous, fafe, and honourable. ' 
Mr Shippen, Mr Ward, and Mr Snell, Member for Glou- MrSMppen. 
cefter, fpoke alfo in Favour of the Earl of Strafford ; as did Mr Ward - 
alfo Mr Hungerford who, among other Things faid, JJJ^ 
* That tho the Bifhop of London had an equal Share 
with the Earl of Strafford in the Negociation of Peace, he 
was, it feems, to have the Benefit of his Clergy. ' General 
Rofs having likewife {aid fomething to excufe the Sufpenfion Oen. ro& 
of Arms, General Cadogan f Member for Woodftock an- Gi »- c**«». 
fwer'd, ' That confidering the Situation of both Armies, 
the Confederates loft the faireft Opportunity they ever had 
in Flanders, to deftroy the Enemy's Army, and to penetrate 
into the very Heart of France ; ' but added, ' That nothing 
lefs could be expected from a Princefs and a Miniftry, who 
had entirely deliver'd themfelvcs into the Hands of France.' 
Sir James Campbel, Member for the Shire of Argyle fpoke sirjimeic-impM. 
alfo againft the Earl of Strafford : Sir David Dairy mple, sirDividooirym- 
fnmm'd up what had been faid on both Sides ; and having pk * 
illuftrated the prefent Cafe by parallel Inftances and proper 
Obfervations, urg'd, that both by the Civil and Statute 
Laws, the Earl of Strafford was, at leaft, guilty of High 
Crimes and Mifdemeanours. Hereupon, about (even in the 
Evening, the Queftion was put, and by 268 Voices againft 
100, it was refolv'd, That the Houfe will impeach Thomas ]>^ft 
Earl of Strafford of High Crimes and Mifdemeanours ; and Slr -^:" 1 '' iFf 1 
ordcr'd, That it be refcrr'd to the Committee of Secrecy, whiAnkiw«t<tM'4 
to draw up Articles of Impeachment, and prepare Evidence !^amhu ur 
againft the (aid Earl. 

■J" Crtatti* Baron of F.nglanJ tj:'. y :t -n 1715, *fi<f**r& »dwuu''d tt 
tki Degrtt ■{ m VfauMt *n* m Earl. 
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Aa *\^- h Jutf 4. The Houfe refolv'd itfelf into a grand Commit- 
l^^V^Vj tee, upon an ingroffed Bill from the Lords, irititled,' An 
Ail to. explain the Aa made in the \ztb Year of King 
William the Third, intitled, An Aft for the farther Limi- 
tation of the Crown, and better fecuring the Rights and Li' 
berties of the SubjeS. A Claufe having been inferted in 
the faid Bill, whereby a Door fcem'd to be left open for 
the Admiflion of Foreigners into Places, many of the Court 
Party, headed by Mr Hampden, look'd upon that Bill as 
dangerous to our Conftitution ; and the Friends of the late 
Miniftry, who refolv'd to oppofe it, thinking this a proper 
Opportunity to make it drop, mov'd that the Confideration 

fo5«pUini!Sthe o{ ic b e P ut °^ t0 anot h er Day : B ut f he Quertion being put 
Aaofk.w. in. thereupon was carried in the Negative by 141 againft 139. 
tftbt Cnam"'tcc. Then the Committee went thro' the Bill, and made an 
Amendment to the Claufe before-mention'd, the Report of 
which was put off 'till the 6th of July. On that Day Mr 
Lowther, Member for Cumberland, reported from the 
Committee of the whole Hdufe, to whom the engroffed Bill 
from the Lords, intitled, An Aci to explain the A3 made in 
the 1 2th Tear of the Reign of King William III. intitled, An 
Act for the farther Limitation of the Cronrn, &c. was com- 
mitted, the Amendment they had directed, him to report to 
the Houfe ; which he read in his Place, and afterwards de- 
livered in at the Table, where the fame was twice read : 
And a Motion being made, that the Bill be recommitted, 
-.At shipjwn. there arofe a Debate that lafted near three Hours : Mr Ship- 
pen, with fome others raifed feveral Objections againft the 
MrR.Widpolc. Bill, but were anfwered by Mr Robert Walpole, Mr Bof- 
Mr BoiUwti. cawen, and fome others of the Court Party, and the Quefti- 
on being put upen the faid Motion, it was carried in the Ne- 
gative by 190 againft 140. And then the Amendment, 
with an Amendment thereto, was agreed to by the Houfe. 
July 7. Mr Robert Walpole, from the Committee of Se- 
MrWaipo'.tfro:n crecy, acquainted the Houfe, 'That the Committee having 
JrfsSS5«pom prepared Articles of Impeachment of High Trcafon and other 
:],« litft tin ai- High Crimes and Mifdcmeanours, againft Robert Earl of 
hi'ri •» Oxfvri. Oxford and Earl Mortimer, had commanded him to acquaint 
the Houfe, that they mould, in a fliort Time , have farther 
Articles againft the faid Earl ; and that the Committee had 
directed him to report the Articles, already prepared, to the 
Houfe : ' And he read them in his Place, and afterwards de- 
livered them in at the Table, where they were once read. 

After this it was moved that the farther Confideration of 
the faid Articles be adjourn'd to that Day fe'nnight ; but it 
was carry'd, without dividing, That the faid Report be read 
■j. fecond Time the next Day. At which Time the firftTen 
Ariiclcc of Impeachment againft Robert Earl of Oxford 

and 
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The feme Day, the Lords lent a Menage to acquaint the *"■<• x.Goo.l 
Commons, That their Lordfhips having addrefs'd his Majefty, \^~*if^j 
humbly to defire, that he would be pleas'd to caufe Directions 1 
to be given to the proper Officers for preparing a Scaffold in scaffold order'd to 
Weftminfter-Hall, for the Trial of Robert Earl of Oxford and fcftft&S 
Earl Mortimer, who now ii'ands impeach'd by this Houfe of ™- 
High Treafon, and other High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, 
his Majefty had been graciouuy pleas'd to fay, " He would 
•' give Directions to the proper Officers purfuant to the faid 
** Addrefs" 

The feme Day likewife the King went to the Houfe of 
Peers, and the Commons attending, the Speaker, upon pre- 
senting the Money-Sills, made the following Speech to his 
Majefty : 



Moft Gracious Sovereign, 
' XZOur Maj«fty's moft dutiful and loyal Subjects, the The speaker* 
' X Knights, Citizens, and Burgeffes in Parliament affem- ^onprifentine 

* bled, have now finiuYd the Supplies granted to your Ma- **Moiwjr-Biili. 

* jefty for the Service of this prefent Year. Your Com- 
' mons had much fooner offer'd thefe Supplies to your Ma- 
' jefty, had not their Zeal for your Majefty 's Service, and 
' the Duty they owe to their Country, led them into Inqui- 

* ries which have drawn this Seftion to an unufual Length. 

' But your Commons could not fee, without the utmoft 
' Indignation, the Glories of her late Majeily's Reign tar- 
' nifhd by a treacherous Ceffation of Arms ; the Faith of 
' Treaties violated ; that ancient Probity, for which the 
' Englilh Nation had been juftly renown'd throughout all 
' Ages, expos'd to Scorn and Contempt ; and the Trade of 
.' the Kingdom given up by infidious and precarious Treaties ' 

' of Commerce, whilft the People, amufed with new 
' Worlds explor'd, were contented to fee the moft advanta- 

* geous Branches of their Commerce in Europe loft, or be- 
' tray'd. 

* Such was the Condition of this Kingdom, when it 

* pleas'd the Divine Providence to call your Majefty to the 
' Throne of your Anceftors, under v whofc aufpicious Reign 
' your Commons with Pleafure behold the Glories of the 
' Plantagenets (your Majefty's royal Anceftors) revive ; and 
' have an unbounded Prolpeft of the Continuance of this 
' Happinefs, even to the lateft Poftcrity, in a Race of 

* Princes lineally defcended from your Majefty. 

' And that nothing might he wanting on the Part of your 

* Commons, to eftabliih your Majefty's Throne on ib lid and 
4 lafting Foundations, they have apply 'd thcmfclves, with 
' tinwetry'd Diligence, to vindicate the Honour of the 

F z * Mote 
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ance to pat an End to the War ; and undertook to prove, 
that there had not been any Campaign in Flanders, except 
that in which the Duke of Ormond commanded, that wai 
not mark'd and famous to all Pofterity, for fome fignal and 
glorious Event, to the Advantage of the common Caufe f 
Then the reft of the Sixteen Articles were feverally read a 
fecond Time, and with Amendments to fome of them, agreed 
unto by the Houfe, who ordered, That the faid Articles 
be engroffed j and, that a Claufe be prepared faving Liberty 
to the Commons to exhibit any farther Articles againft the 
faid Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer ; and that he 
may be fequefter'd from Parliament, and committed to fafe 
Cuftody. 

July 9. The above Claufe was offered to the Houfe ; and 
being twice read, and agreed to, was ordered to be engroffed 
with the Articles of Impeachment. The fame Day the In- 
groffed Articles of Impeachment againft Robert Earl of Ox- 
ford and Earl Mortimer, were read ; after which it was or- 
And ordered to der'd, I. That the Lord Coningfby do carry the faid Articles 
JgafiSttf 1 to tne L 01 ^ 5 '• II- Tnat his Lordfhip be directed, before he 
10 ' sby. exhibit the faid Articles to the Lords, to impeach Robert 
Earl of Oxford and Mortimer, to the Effeft following, viz. 

My Lords, 

* 'T"* HE Commons affembled in Parliament having recei- 

* A ved Information of divers traiterous Practices and 

* Defigns of a great Peer of this Houfe, Robert Earl 0/ 

* Oxford and Earl Mortimer ; have commanded me to im- 

* peach the faid Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, of High 

* Treafon, and other High Crimes and Mifdemeanours : 

* And I do here in their Names, and in the Names cf all the 
' Commons of Great Britain, impeach Robert Earl of Ox- 
' ford and Earl Mortimer, of High Treafon, and other High 
' Crimes and Mifdemeanours. I am farther commanded by 
' the Houfe of Commons to pray and demand of your Lord- 
' fhips, That the Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer may be 

* fequefter'd from Parliament, and forthwith committed to 

* fafc Cuftody. 

After this, the Lord Coningfby, attended by moft of thofe 
Members who voted for the Impeachment, went up to the 
Houfe of Peers, and at their Bar impeached Robert Earl of 
Oxford and Earl Mortimer, in the Form above-mentioned ; 
and then left with their Lordfhips the Articles of Impeach- 
ment againft the faid Earl, which the Reader may find at 
large in the STATE TRIALS, Vol. 6. p. 103. 

July 20, The King came to the Houfe of Lords, and the 
Commons being fent for,, his Majcfty gave the Royal Affenl 
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to fuch Bills as were ready ; after which the Lord Chancel- Anno t. gm.i. 
lor read a Speech deliver'd into his Hands by his Majeity ^P\f+^ 
from the Throne, as follows : 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
** ' | '•HE Zeal you have (hewn for preferving the Peace r - __.,,. h 
•' JL of my Kingdoms, and your Wifdom in providing fo latin ? ,0 an Inv »- 
" good a Law to prevent all riotous und tumultuous Proceed- d°" y 
'* ings, give me great Satisfaction ; but I am forry to find 
*' that fuch a Spirit of Rebellion has difcover'd itfelf, as leaves 
" no Room to doubt, but thefe Diforders are fet on Foot 
«* and encourag'd by Perfons difaffe&ed to my Government, 
" in Expectation of being fupportcd from Abroad. 

" The Prefervation of our excellent Conftitution, and the 
•' Security of our holy Religion, has been, and always fhall 
** be, my chief Care ; and I cannot queftion but your Con- 
" cern for thefe invaluable Bleffings is £o great, as not to let 
" them be expos'd to fuch Attempts as I have certain Ad- 
" vices are preparing by the Pretender from Abroad, and 
" carrying on at Home by a reftlefs Party in his Favour. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, # 

" In thefe Circumftances, I think it proper to ask your 
** Affiftance, and make no doubt but you will fo far confult 
** your own Security, as not to leave the Nation, under a 
" Rebellion actually begun at Home, and threaten'd with 
•' an Invafion from Abroad, in a defencelefs Condition : 
" And I fhall look upon the Provifion you fhall make for 
«« the Safety of my People, as the belt Mark of your Affeo 
" tion to me. 

The Commons being return'd to their Houfe, it was re- Cammoni Addna 
folv'd, Nemine Contradictnte, That an humble Addrefs be ofTiunks - 
prefented to his Majefty, to return the moil humble and du- 
tiful Thanks of this Houfe to his Majefty, for communicat- 
ing to his Parliament, the Advices he has received of an At- 
tempt preparing to be made upon the Nation from Abroad, 
abetted and encouraged by treafonable Pra&ices at Home, in 
Favour of a Popifti Pretender j and to affure his Majefty, 
that this Houfe will, with their Lives and Fortunes, ftand by 
and fupport his Majefty againft all his open and fecret Ene- 
mies ; and to defire his Majefty, that he will immediately 
give Directions for fitting out fuch a Number of Ships as may 
effectually guard the Coafts, and to iffue out Commiiiions for 
augmenting his Forces by Land ; alluring his Majefty, this' 
Houfe will, without Lofs of Time, effectually enable him to 
raife and maintain fuch a Number of Forces, both by Sea 
and Land, as fhall be necefTary for the Defence of his facred 
Pcrfan , and for th$ Security of his Kingdom*. After tW, 
£ z w 
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Mr Freeman, Member for Hertfordlhire, flood up, and re- 
prefented, ' That in fo important a Juncture, they ought to 
lofe no Time in drawing up an Addrefs ; and therefore 
mov'd, That the faid Refolution be forthwith laid before his 
Majefty by the whole Houfe.' He was feconded by the Lord 
ifitd Gucrnfey. Guernfey, Member for Surry, who faid, * It was well known 
he had, on many Occafions, difFer'd from fomc Members in 
, that Houfe ; but being now convine'd that our Liberty, Re- 
ligion, and all that is dear to Englifhmen, were aim'd at, he 
would, laying bis Hand on bis Sword, rather die with his 
Sword in his Hand, than furvive the Pretender's coming in, 
tho' he were to enjoy the greateft Honours and Preferments 
under him.' Mr Hampden having likewifc back'd Mr Free- 
man's Motion, it pafs'd into a Refolution, Nem. Con. and 
Mr Bofcawen, who was order'd to wait on the King to know 
his Majefty's Pleafure, when he would be attended by 
the Houfe, having, about fix in the Evening, reported, 
that his Majefty had been pleafed to appoint immediately at 
his Palace at St James's, the Houfe went thither, with their 
Speaker, and laid before his Majefty the faid Refolution,. to 
which the King was pleas'd to return the following Anfwer. 



Mr Hampden. 



Mr Bofcawen. 



Gentlemen, 



icing's Anfwer 
thereto. 



I Thank you heartily for this Addrefs. The Zeal and 
Vigour which you Ihew upon this Qccafion, will, I 
*' truft in God, enable me to defeat the evil Defigns of our 
«* Enemies. I will immediately give Dire&ions for fuch an 
" Increafe of our Forces, by Sea and Land, as I (hall judge 
*' neceflary for your Security ; and will order Eftimates of 
" the Charge thereof to be laid Lefore you. 

MrR. WaipoieM July 26. Mr Robert Walpole took Notice, ' Of the Mea~ 
d^°r s i tolheK r in^'furesthe King had taken, purfuant to the Defireand Advice 
«woTi£jf.p(i'" °^ tnat Houfe, to fecure his Dominions ; but reprefented, 
Full Pay. that in Cafe of an Invafion, the Standing Troops and new 

Levies would*hardly be fufficient ; and as he thought it ne- 
ceflary, fo he mov'd, that the Officers in Half-Pay fhould 
be put in a Capacity to ferve the Nation, by allowing them, 
Oe»crais:anho p: . Full p ay > General Stanhope feconded Mr Walpole's Mo- 
tion ; and General Rofs only having made a flight Objection 
to it, fuggelting, that, to fave Expences, the Standing Re« 
giments might be augmented, it was refolved, That an 
humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, that he would 
be gracioufly pleafed to allow Full Pay to fuch Half-Pay Of- 
ficers as were not otherwife provided for ; and that his Ma- 
jefty would give Orders to the faid Officers to hold them- 
felves in Readinefs, to be employ'd in fuch Manner as his 
Majefty fcould think fit ; and to afiiire his Majefty, that 

thi* 



G:n. Rof,«. 



•TJie Addrefs a- 
Bieed w>. 



f - 37 ) 
this Houfe will fupply fuch extraordinary Expence as his Anaoi.Ow.1, 
Majefty fhould be at on this Account, out of the next Aids !,!5 
to be afterwards granted by Parliament. This Addrefs being 
the fame Day prcfented to the King, his Majefty was pleas'd 
to fay, " That he look'd upon it as a frefli Inftance of the ThcKin ,. <AlUwMi 
" Duty and Affection of this Houfe, and of their Zeal for 
" the Security and Prefervation of his People and Govern- 
" ment. 

July 30. Mr R. Walpole reported from the Committee of Mr waipole, from 
Secrecy, that they had direftcd him to exhibit farther Ar-^.^ : J^fii rf 
tides of Impeachment of High Crimes and Mifdemeanours Jjjjj} £"££1 of 
againft Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, which he o*fe«U 
read in his Place, and afterwards delivered them in at the 
Table, where they were read ; and a Motion being made, 
and the Queftion put, that the farther Connderation of the 
faid Articles be adjourn d "till the Tuefday following, itpafs'd 
in the Negative. After this it was order'd, that the faid Ar- 
ticles be read one by one ; which was done accordingly, and, 
with Amendments to one of them, upon the Queftion feve- 
rally put thereupon, they were agreed to by the Houfe ; 
who order'd, That the faid Articles be engrofled; and, that 
a Claufe be prepared for laving Liberty to the Commons to 
exhibit any farther Articles againft the faid Robert Earl of 
Oxford and Earl Mortimer. 

Augujl 2. The engrofled farther Articles of Impeachment 
againft Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer were read j 
after which it was order'd, that the Lord Coningsby do carry S^ laS^ST" 
thofe Articles alfo to the Lords ; which his Lordihip did im- KgAjfi - 
mediately. The faid farther Articles the Reader may fee in Loa- 
the 5 T/l TE TR 1A L 5, Vol. 6, p. 11 6. The fame Day the 
King went to the Houfe of Peers, and the Commons be- 
ing lent for and attending, his Majefty gave the Royal Aflent 
to fuch Bills as were ready. 

jiuguft 4. Mr R. Walpole from the Committee of Secrecy 
acquainted the Houfe, that the Committee had prepared Ar- 
ticles qf Impeachment of High Treafon, and other High 
Crimes and Mifdemeanors againft Henry Vifcount Boling- MrWatpoierepara 
broke ; and that the Committee had commanded him, at the f^^'^'* j^ST 
fame Time, to acquaint the Houfe, that they mall, in a Lola Boiingtak*. 
fliort Time, have farther Articles to lay before the Houfe 
againft him ; and that the Committee had directed him to 
report the Articles already prepared, to the Houfe. Then 
Mr Walpole read the Articles in his Place, and afterwards 
delivered them in at the Table, where they were once read, 
and then a fecond Time, Article by Article, and upon the 
Queftion feverally put thereupon, agreed unto by the Houfe ; lVhieh m H 
who order'd, That the faid Articles be engrofled ; and that a lu - 
Claufe be prepared, for laving Liberty to the Commotio to 

cx\vy\>\X 
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a^ox. Gfo.L ex hibit any farther Articles againft the faid Henry Vifcount 
Bolingbroke, and that he may be fequeilred from Parliament 
and committed to fafc Cultody. 

Augufi 5. Mr R.Walpole, from the Committee of Secrecy, 

ot impeachtiieiit acquainted the Houfe, that the Committee had prepared 

Som^L *" Articles of Impeachment of High Treafon, and other High 
Crimes, and Mildemeanours, againft James Duke of Or- 
mend, which they had directed him to report to the Houfe. 
Then Mr Walpole read the faid Articles in his Place, and 
afterwards delivcr'd them in at the Tabic, where they were 
once read ; and afterwards a fecond Time, Article by Ar- 

Dcbatc ihcreon. tjcle. A Motion being made, and the Queftion put, that 
the Houfe, agree to the Firft Article, there arofe a warm 
Debate, in which a Member faid, that the Report of the 
Committee of Secrecy had begun to open his Eyes ; and 
that the Duke of Ormond's Flight had fully convine'd him, 
that the Heads of the Tory Party were a Set of Knaves and 
Villains, who defign'd to have ruin'd their Country, and 

lord stmhope. made it a Province of France. The Lord * Stanhope, Mem- 
ber for St Germans, faid, he never wifh'd to fpill the Blood 
of any of his Countrymen, much lefs the Blood of any 
Nobleman ; ~but that he was perfuaded, that the Safety of 
his Country required that Examples mould be made of thofe 

.. who had betray 'd it in fo infamous a Manner. The Lord 

-f- Finch, Member for Rutlandshire, fpoke alfo on the fame 
Side ; and after fome other Speeches, the Firft Article was 
agreed to by a Majority of 177 Voices againft 78 ; and 
then the other Articles, upon the Queftion feverally put 
thereupon, were alfo agreed unto by the Houfe : After 
which it was order'd, That the faid Articles be engroffed ; 
and that a Claufe be prepared for faving Liberty to the Com- 
mons to exhibit any farther Articles againft the faid James 
Duke of Ormond ; and that he may be fequefter'd from 
Parliament, and committed to fafe Cuftcdy. 

dagstjl 6. The engroffed Articles, againft Henry Vifcount 
Bolingbroke, were read, after which it was order'd, I. That 

filiTtoL-Scc. Mr R - Walpole do carry the faid Articles to the Lords j 
H. That he be directed, before he exhibits the faid Articles to 
the Lords, to impeach Henry Vifcount Bolingbroke to the 
Effect following, viz. 



Lord Finch. 



Mr Walpole i»r- 
4ct'A to carry up 

to the L >-ds (he 



My Lords, 
' ' I S HE Commons affemblcd in Parliament having receivM 
' JL Information of divers traiterous Practices and Defigns 
' «f a great Peer of this Houfe, Henry Vifcount Bolingbroke, 

' ha»t 

• .Vkp F.trl r/C!i:rterfiv'ld. 
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' have commanded me to impeach the faid Henry Vifcount A"" 10 *• Ge0 - *• 

* Bolingbroke of High Treafon, and other High Crimes * ' 5 
' and Mifdemeanours : And I do here in their Names, and 
' in the Names of all the Commons of Great Britain, im- 

* peach the faid Henry Vifcount Bolingbroke of HighTrea- 

* fon, and other High Crimes and Mifdemeanours. I am i 
• ' farther commanded by the Houfe of Commons to pray 

' and demand of your Lordmips, that the faid Henry Vif- 

* count BoUngbroke may be fequeftred from Parliament, 

* and forthwith committed to fafe Cuflody. ' 

Accordingly, the fame Day, Mr Walpole accompanied 
by a great many Members of the Commons, at the Bar of 
the Houfe of Lords, impeach'd Henry Lord Vifcount Bo- 
lingbroke as above j and the fame Day the Lords fent a 
Meffage to acquaint the Commons, that their Lordfhips had 
order'd Henry Vifcount Bolingbroke to be forthwith at- 
'tach'd, by the Gentleman Ufher of the Black-Rod attending 
the Houfe of Lords, and brought to their Lordlhips Bar, to 
anfwer the Articles exhibited againft him by the Houfe of 
Commons : But the Lord Bolingbroke had long before re- wiobe - myrt-j,to 
tir'd into France. Hereupon the Commons order'd a Bill xi«Swl or 
to be brought in to fummon Henry Vifcount Bolingbroke 
to render himfelf to Juftice by a Day therein to be limited, 
or, in Default thereof, to attaint him of High Treafon. 

Auguft 8. Theengrofled Articles againft the Duke ofOr- 
mond were read, upon which it was order'd I. That General 
Stanhope do carry the faid Articles to the Lords j II. That o.. W ".!5:arAai» 
he be dire&ed to impeach James Duke of Ormond, in the {£j ^;., '?£"£!* 
fame Form as Henry Vifcount Bolingbroke ; which he did rirtsiapiinac* 
the fame Day. The Articles of both which Impeachments 
maybe feen in the POLITICAL STATE for Auguft 1715. 
But the Duke of Ormond on the 21ft of July before, em- 
barking privately on board a Veftel on the Kentilh Coaft, 
landed in three Days in France : Upon which the Commons 
Amgujl the 10th, order'd a Bill to be brought in to fummon 
and attaint him in like Manner as the Lord Vifcount Boling- offit^ioiu^KJ 
broke. Thofe two Bills having paf:*d both Houfcs, rc- 
ceiv'd the Royal Aflent. 

J*g*P 31. Mr. Walpole, from the Committee of Secrecy, 
acquainted the Houfe that the Committee had prepared Ar- 
ticles of Impeachment of High Crimes and Mifdemeanours 
againft Thomas Earl of Strafford ; which he read in his Mr wii^fe re- 
place, and afterwards deiiver'd in at the Table, where they ££j?,<f ih*eiri«f 
were. read. Then it was order'd, that the faid Articles be Si-Ck* 
.read a fecond Time, Article by Article ; which being done 
accordingly, the faid Articles were fcvcr.illy agreed unto by 
the Houfe, who order'd, that the Giid Articles be. cngtoKe&*, 
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and that a Claufe be prepared, faving Liberty to the Com* 
mons, to exhibit any farther Articles againft the faid Thoma 8 
Earl of Strafford, and that he may be put to anfwer the faid 
Crimes and Mifdcmeanours. 

September 1 . The faid Claufe was effer'd to the Houfe," 
read, agreed to, and order'd to be cngrofl'cd with the Articles 
of Impeachment ; which being done accordingly, the faid en- 
groffed Articles of Impeachment of High Crimes and Mif- 
demeanours againlt Thomas Earl of Straiiord, w«re read^ and 
it was order'd, I. That Mr. Aiflaby docarry the faid Articles 
to the Lords ; II. That, before he exhibit the faid Articles, he 
do, at the Bar of the Houfe of Lords, impeach the faid Tho- 
mas Earl of Strafford of High Crimes and Mifdemeanours : 
which Mr. Aiflaby, accompanied by many Members, did 
immediately ; The Articles at large the Reader will find in 
the POLITICAL S TA TE for September 171 5. 

September 7. The Lords fent aMeflage to acquaint the Com- 
mons, that the Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer had put in 
his Anfwer to the faid Articles of Impeachment ; and alfe 
to deliver to the Houfe of Commons a true Copy thereof, 
for which we refer to the STATE TRIALS, Vol. 6. p. 123. 
Hereupon the Commons order'd that the faid Anfwer be 
read on the Monday following, and the faid Anfwer being 
then read accordingly, there arofe a fmall Debate. Mr Rob- 
ert Walpole, among other Things, faid, ' He had not yet 
had Time to perufe and examine that Anfwer, but that he 
now heard it read with a great deal of Attention, and, in his 
Opinion, it contain'd little more than what had been fuggeft- 
ed in Vindication of the late Meafures, in a Pamphlet inti- 
tuled, The Conduit of 'the Allies, and repeated over and over 
in the Papers calPd, The Examiner. That the main Drift of 
this Anfwer feem'd to prove thefe two Affertions, I. That 
the Earl of Oxford had no Share in the advifing and manag- 
ing the Matters mention'd in the Articles againft him, but 
that the late Queen did every Thing ; and II. That the 
late Queen was a wife, good, and pious Princcfs. That if 
the fecond Propcfition were not better grounded than the firft, 
the Reputation of that excellent Princcfs would be very pre- 
carious : But as every-body muft own her to have been a 
good and pious Queen, fo it was notorious that the Earl of Ox- 
ford, as prime Miniftcr, was the chief Advifer, Promoter, and 
Manager, of the Matters charged upon him in the Articles : 
And therefore his Anfwer was a falfe and malicious Libel, 
laying upon his Royal Miftrefs the Blame of all the pernici- 
ous Meafures he had led her into, againft her own Honour 
and the Good of his Country : That he hoped the Earl's en- ■ 
deavouring to fcreen himfelf behind the Queen's Name, 
would avail him nothing : Th$t 'tis, indeed, a Fundamental 

^taxis', 
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J4a.xjm of our Conftitution, that Kings can do no Wrong ; Anno a Geo. I. 
but that, at the fame Time, 'tis no lefs certain, that Mini- , ^I'JL. \ 
Iters of State are accountable for their Actions ; otherwise a r~ ^ 
Parliament would be but an empty Name; the Commons \ ' 
would have no Bufincfs in that Place ; and the Government \ 
Would b«abfolute and arbitrary. That though the Earl had j 
the A flu ran ce to aver, that he had no Share in the Manage- I 
ment of Affairs that were tranfafted while he was at the Helm, \ 
yet he pretended to juftify the late Meafures: And therefore, / 
in that Refpecl, his Anfwer ought to be look'd upon as a Libel \ 
bn the Proceedings of the Commons, lirice he endcavour'd to J 
dear thofe Perfons, who had already confefs'd their Guilt by t 
their Plight. Mr. Shippen could not be altogether filent on 
this Occafion : He (aid, * That it would not become him to ^ r> shimna, 
defend the Earl's Anfwer, fince, as a Member of that honoura- 
ble Aftembly, he was become one of his Ace u fere-. But that 
he could not forbear wifhing, that this Profecution might be 
dropt,and that theHoufe would be fatisfy'd with the two late 
Acls of Attainder. That this Wifti of his was the ftronger, 
becaufe one of the principal Reafons that indue'd the Com- 
mons to impeach the Earl of Oxford, fubfifted no longer, the 
Affairs of Europe having recejv'd a Hidden Turn from the 
Death of the French King ; whereby the Renunciation «f 
King Philip began to take place, in the Advancement of the 
Duke of Orleans to the absolute Regency of France.' Mr. 
Aiflaby anfwer'd, * That he hoped 'twas to little Purpofe Mr. Aiilaiy. 
the Gentleman who fpoke laft, endeavour' d to move the Pity 
and Companion of the Houfe, and perfuade them to drop 
this Profecution. That this was not a proper Time to ex- 
amine and reply to the Earl of Oxford's Anfwer ; and there- 
fore he would content himfelf with faying, in general, that it 
was a Contexture of the Shifts, Evafions, and falfe Reprefen- 
tations, contain'd in the three Parts of Th* Hijkry of tkt 
Wfutt-S$aff. That as to what had been fuggefted concern- 
ing the Event which feem'd to have ftrengthen'd the Renunci- 
ation, he did not deny, there might be fomething in it; which 
was ma ni fell from the great joy the well-affefted to the Go- 
vernment had fliewn, on this Occafion, and from the Mortifi- 
cation and Defpair that appear'd in the Faces of a certain 
Party : But that, after all, it could not yet be afcertain'd, that 
the Renunciation was In Force $ that there was a vail Diffe- 
rence between the Regency and the Crown ; that Time only 
would decide that Matter * but that even fuppofing that, by 
the Concurrence of unforeseen Events, King Philip's Renun- 
ciation fhoukL at laft, take place, yet the lame would not 
{"uflify the Minifters who propofed and laid it as the Founda* 
ion of the late Peace, fince they with whom they treated, were 
fo frank and fa fincereas to tell them, that it could never be 
Vol. I. F v\Y< 
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Anno s Gee, I. valid, by the Fundamental Laws of France.' After fome 6i 
t ^'£l , Speeches, it was ordered, That the Anfwer of Robert Earl of 
'* Oxford and Earl Mortimer, be referr'dto theCommir.tee-a.jv 

pointed to draw up Articles of Impeachment and prepare Evi- 
dence againft the i m peach 'd Lords i and that the faid Com- 
mittee do prepare a Replication to the faid Anfwer : Accord- 
ingly on Sept. 1 6, Mr. Robert Walpole, from the Committee, 
JStatheS L- re P° rted the faid Replication, which he read in his Place, and 
Sion'o't heEarl afterwards deliver' d in at the Table, where the fame wtfs 
of Oxford's An- read, agreed unto, and arder'd to be engrofs'd. The Monday 
fwer, which be-- after theengrolfed Replication was read, and it was order'd, 
lng agreed to, t na t: Lord Coningfby do carry the fame to the Lords ; which 
h !^™®^ his Lordihtp did accordingly. The Reader will find the faid 
Replica tion at large in the S TATE-TR 1ALS, VoI.6 P .i 4 7- 
Septer&er 20. M r, Walpole reported from the Committee 
appointed to draw up Articles of Impeachment, and to pre- 
pare Evidence againft the impeach'd Lords, that they having, 
ptirfuant to the Order of Reference from the Houfe, confi- 
der'd of the State and Circumllances of the Commitment of 
Mr. Prior, thought proper to make a Report thereupon to 
Committee the Houfe. After Reading the faid Report the Commons 
of Secrecy 1m- order'd* that the Committee appointed to draw up Articles 
pow " e tn° j' " of Impeachment, and to prepare Evidence againft the im- 
tTeAdtournSt P**. ™ Lords, be impower'd to fit, notwithlhnding any 
of the FJoufe. Adjournment of the Houfe. 

September 21 . General Stanhope, Secretary of State, ac- 
quainted the Commons, That he was commanded by the 
King to communicate to the Houfe, that his MajeJty having 
Si»W.Wvn«- Ju^Caufe to fufpeft, that Sir William Wyndham, Member 
kam, Sir John T " or Somerfetfhire ; Sir John Packington, Member for Wo rcef- 
Packington, terfhire ; Mr. Edward Harvey, Member for Clithero ; Mr. 
Mr.Ed.Harrey, Fofter, Member for Northumberland ; Mr. Anllis, Member 
Mr, Fofter Mr. f or Launcefton i and Mr. Corbet Kynafton, Member for 
C "KvTiaftori r " Shrew fbury, are engag'd in a Defign to fupport the intended 
order'd, at the Invafion of this Kingdom, hath given Order for apprehending 
Krng'sRequeft, them ; and his Majefty defires me Confent of this Houfe to 
to be apprehend- his caufing them to be committed and detain'd, if he fhall 
**• judge it neceiTary fo to do, in Purfuance of the late Acl: of 

Parliament for impowering his Majefly to commit and detain 
fuch Perfons as his Majefty fhall fufpeetare confpirihg againft 
hisPerfon and Government. Hereupon it was refolv'd, Nm. 
Con. That an humble Addrefs be preiented to his .Majerty, 
returning the Thanks of this Houfe for his gracious Meflage 
this Day, and for his tender Regard to the Privileges of this 
Houfe ; and todefire, that he will be pleas'dto give Orders 
for the committing and detaining the feveral Members 
nam'd in the faid Meffage, purfuant to the A£l of this 
ijefions of Parliament for that Purpofe. 

Tht 
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The fame Day, the Lords fent a Meflage to acquaint the Anne %. Geo. u 
Commons, That their Lordfhips having addrefs'd his Majefty, {Jr+if^j 
humbly to defire, that he would be pleas'd to caufe Directions* 
to be given to the proper Officers for preparing a Scaffold in scaffold otderM to 
Weftminfter-Hall, for the Trial of Robert Earl of Oxford and feffftSft 
Earl Mortimer, who now Hands impeach'd by this Houfe of Ttui - 
High Treafon, and other High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, 
his Majefty had been graciouiiy pleas'd to fay, " He would 
'* give Directions to the proper Officers purfuant to the faid 
** Addrefs" 

The feme Day likewife the King went to the Houfe of 
Peers, and the Commons attending, the Speaker, upon pre- 
senting the Money- Bills, made the following Speech to his 
Majefly : 

Moil Gracious Sovereign, 

* "XTOur Majefty's moll dutifal and loyal Subjects, the The Speaker* 

* X Knights, Citizens, and Burgeffes in Parliament affem- ^nefonprefcntjiii 

* bled, have now finiftYd the Supplies granted to your Ma- "* "WMMfc 
« jefty for the Service of this prcfent Year. Your Com- 

' mons had much fooner offer'd thefe Supplies to your Ma- 

* jefty, had not their Zeal for your Majefty's Service, and 
' the Duty they owe to their Country, led them into Inqui- 
' ries which have drawn this Seffion to an unufual Length. 

' But your Commons could not fee, without the utmoft 
' Indignation, the Glories of her late Majefty's Reign tar- 
' nilh'd by a treacherous Ceflation of Arms ; the Faith of 
' Treaties violated ; that ancient Probity, for which the 

* Englifh Nation had been juftly renown'd throughout all 
' Ages, expos'd to Scorn and Contempt ; and the Trade of 
' the Kingdom given up by infidious and precarious Treaties 
' of Commerce, whilft the People, amufed with new 

* Worlds explor'd, were contented to fee the moft advanca- 
' geous Branches of their Commerce in Europe loft, or be- 
' tray'd. 

' Such was the Condition of this Kingdom, when it 
« pleas'd the Divine Providence to call your Majefty to the 
' Throne of your Anceftors, under *whofc aufpicious Reign 
« your Commons with Pleafure behold the Glories of the 
' Plantagenets (your Majefty's royal Anceftors) revive ; and 
' have an unbounded Proipect of the Continuance of this 
' Happinefs, even to the lateft Poftcrity, in a Race of 

* Princes lineally defcended from your Majefty. 

* And that nothing might be wanting on the Part of your 
' Commons, to eftablilh your Majefty's Throne on folid and 
4 lafting Foundations, they have apply 'd thcmfclves, with 
' unweary'd Diligence, to vindicate the Honour of ths 
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' Britifh Nation, and to reilore a mutual Confidence between 
1 this Kingdom and its ancient and faithful Allies, by de- 
' testing the Authors of thefe pernicious Counfcls, and the 
' Actors in thefe treacherous Defigns, in order to bring them 

* to Juftice, by the Judgment of their Peers, acccording to 
' the Law of the Land, and the Ufage of Parliament. 

* It was not to be expected, but that the Enemies to the 
' Nation's Peace, would ufe their utmoft Endeavours to ob- 
' ftruft your Commons in thefe Inquiries ; but defpairing 

* of any Succefs in the Reprefentative Body of the Kingdom, 

* they fomented Tumults among the Dregs of the People 
' at Home, and fpirited up the Pretender to an Invafion 

* from Abroad, This gave your faithful Commons frefh 

* Opportunities of (hewing their Affection to your Majefty's 

* Perfon, mid their Fidelity to your Government, by their 
' unanimous Concurrence in granting fuch Supplies as were 

* fufficient to difappoint the one, and by their palling fuch 

* Laws as were necefTary to fupprefs the other ; and, in. 

* every Refpect, to exprefs their Abhorrence of a Popifli 
' Pretender, concerning whom, nothing remains unfufpected, 
' but his Bigotry to Superilition, and his Hatred to our 

* holy Religion j for the Advancement of which your Ma- 
' jelly has exprefs'd your pious Care, by recommending to 

* your Commons the providing Maintenance for the Mini- 
' ftcrs who are to officiate in the new Churches. This your 
' Commons readily comply'd with, trufting, that jhe Prayers 

* there offer'd to the Almighty, will bring down a Bleflicg 
' on all your Majefty's Undertakings ; and not doubting, 

* but that the Doctrines there taught, will bs a Means to 

* ftcure the Quiet of your Kingdoms, and the Obedience 
' of your People. 

* The Revenue fet apart for the Ufes of the Civil Go- 

* vernment, your Commons found fo much intangled with 

* Mortgages and Anticipations, that what remain'd, was far 

* from being fufficient to fupport the Honour and Dignity 

* of the Crown : This your Commons took into ferious 
' Confideration, and being truly fcnfible, that on your Ma- 

* jelly's Greatnefs the Happinefs of your Subjects entirely 

* depends, they have put the Civil Revenues into the fame 

* State, in which they were granted to your Majefty's glo- 
f rious PredecefTor, King William, of immortal Memory * 

* and thereby enabled your Majefly to make an ample Pro- 
' virion for the Prince of Wales, whofe heroick Virtues are 
< the bell Security of your Majefty'sThrone, as his other per- 
'. fonnl Endcwments are the Joy of all your faithful Subjects, 

! 1 mould but ill difcharge the Truft repofed in me by 
' ; the- Commons, did I not lay before your Majefty, with 
f 'sh:.: Checrfulnefs they rec^ivM your Majefty's gracious 
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* Intentions for her Royal Highnefs the Princcfs j and with imi On.f> 

* how much Readinefs and Unanimity they enabled your lJ2?J*^j 

* Majefty to fettle a Revenue fui table to the Dignity of a ^^^r^* 

* Princefs, whofe Piety, and fteady Adherence to the Pro- 

* teftant Religion, is the Glory of the prefent Age, and 

* will be the Admiration of all future Generations. 

' May it pleafe your Majefty, 
' The Bills which the Commons have prepar'd to com- 
' pleat the Supplies for this Year's Service, and for the 

* other Purpofes I have mention'd, are feverally intitled, 

I. An AH to enable bis Majefty to fettle a Revenue for /up- 
fitting the Dignity of her Royal Highnefs, &c. 

II. An AS for enlarging the Capital Stock and yearly Fund 
tf the South-Sea Company, Sec 

HI. Am A3 for making Provifion fir the Minifters of the fifty 
mtw Churches, &c. 

* Which they with all Humility now prefent to your 

* Majefty for your Royal Affent.* 

s 
After this, his Majefty gave the Royal Affent to the three 
Bills, before mention'd, as alfo to fix more publick, and 
to nine private Bills. 

y Then his Majefty was pleas'd to declare from the Throne, 
that he had order'd the Lord Chancellor to deliver his Ma-' 
jefty 's Speech to both Houfes of Parliament, in his Majefty '« 
Name and Words, which he did accordingly, as follows : 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
f* TT Am perfwaded you are all by this Time very defiroos IttPaftSpwdi 
*'. X of fome Recefs, and that it cannot be deferr'd longer, nuSnwK 
** without great Inconvenience to your private Affairs. 

" But before I part with you, I muft return you my moft 
** fincere Thanks for your having finifti'd, with fo much 
•• Wifdom and Unanimity, what I recommended to your 

* * Care ; and particularly I muft thank you, Gentlemen of 
** the Houfe of Commons, for the Provifion you have made, 
<*,*» well for the Support of the Honour and Dignity of . 
* r "the Crown, as for the other neceflary Occafions of the 
'' Ppblick ; efpecially for your having done it by Means fo 
♦' little burthenfome to my People ; which, I aflure you, 
♦* recommends the Supplies to me above any other Circum- 
tf fiance whatfoever. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

u - The open and deelar'd Rebellion, which is now acVually 

f began in Scotland, muft convince all, who do not with to. 

*• fee us given up into the Hands of a Popiih Pretender, of 

£ the Qtfgen to which we i»avff been, and are< ftjH ejegotfk 
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" I thought it incumbent upon me, to give you the ear-. 

lieft Notice of the Defigns of our Enemies, and I cannot 

fufficiently commend the Zeal and Difpatch with which 
" you impower'd me, at a Time when the Nation was in 
" fo naked and defencelefs a Condition, to make fuch Pre- 
" parations as I mould think neceffary for our Security. 
" You fhall have no Reafon to repent of the Truft and Con- 
" fidence you repofe in me, which I mall never ufe to any 
" other End than for the Protection and Welfare of my 
" People. 

" It was fcarce to be imagin'd, that any of my Proteftant 
" Subjefts, who have known and enjoy'd the Benefits of 
" our excellent Constitution, and have heard of the great 
" Dangers they were wonderfully deliver'd from by the 
" happy Revolution, fhould, by any Arts and Manage- 
" ment, be drawn into Meafures that muft at once deftroy 
" their Religion and Liberties, and fubjeci them to Popery 
" and arbitrary Power, but fuch has been our Misfortune, 
" that too many of my People have been deluded, and 
" made inftrumental to the Pretender's Defigns, who had 
" never dar'd to think of invading us, or railing a Rebellion, 
" had he not been encourag'd by the Succefs his Emiffaries 
" and Adherents have already had in ftirring up Riots and 
" Tumults, and by the farther Hopes they entertain of 
" railing Infurrections in many Parts of my Kingdoms. 

" The endeavouring to perfuade my People, that the 
" Church of England is in Danger under my Government, 
" has been the main Artifice employ'd in carrying on this 
" wicked and traiterous Defign. This Infmuation, after 
•' the folemn A flu ranees I have given, and by having laid 
** hold on all Opportunities, to do every Thing that may 
" tend to the Advantage of the Church of England, is both 
*• unjuft and ungrateful : Nor can I believe fo groundlefs 
" and malicious a Calumny can make any Impreffion upon 
" the Minds of my faithful Subjects, or that they can be 
'* fo far milled, as to think the Church of England is to be 
" fecur'd by fetting a Popifh Pretender on the Throne. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" The Proofs this Parliament has given of their unlhaken 
" Duty and Affection to me, and of their Love and Zeal 
" for the Intereft of their Country, will recommend you ta 
" the good Opinion and Efteem of all who have their Reli- 
" gion and Liberty truly at Heart, and has laid a lafting 
" Obligation upon me ; and I queftion not, but by your 
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*■ be able to di&ppoint and defeat the Defigns of our Ene-* ^Jr eeo,L 
" mies. ^«^V r N^ 

** Our Meeting again to do Bufinefs early in the next 
* c Winter, will be ufeful on many Accounts ; particularly, 
" that the fitting of Parliaments may be again brought into 
" that Seafon of the Year which is moft convenient ; and 
" that as little Delay may be given as is poffible to your 
" judicial Proceedings ; and I (hall at prefent give fuch 
'* Orders to my Lord Chancellor, as may not put it long 
" out of my Power to meet you on any fudden Occafion." 

And then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefty's Com- 
mand, (aid, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
' T T is his Majefty's Royal Will and Pleafure, that both The Houfe »d- 

• 1 Houfcs mould forthwith feverally adjourn themfelves to journsto0a - <s *' 

* Thurfday the fixth Day of October next.' 

Oaober 6. The Parliament being met at Weftminfter, 
purfuant to their laft Adjournment, Gen. Stanhope acquain- 
ted the Houfe, That it was the King's Pleafure, that the 
Parliament mould be adjourn'd for a Fortnight ; and there- 
fore defir'd that the Houfe would adjourn itfelf until the 
20th of Oftober : Which the Houfe did accordingly. And »fterw.vd» to 

October 20. Gen. Stanhope acquainted the Houfe with M^efly'scW 
hia Majefty's Pleafure, that the Parliament be adjourn'd un- LU " a * 
til the 5th of November. Upon which the Commons ad- 
journ'd themfelves to that Day, and afterwards to November 
2 1 ft. and then to December 14. at his Majefty's Defire. 

December 1 4. The Commons order'd, That Sir Edward S ; r Edw Norther 
Northey be added to the Committee of Secjecy, in the Room 5rir«Vs«tc >!tt " 
of Sir Richard Onflow, Bart, who had accepted the Place of ° L> 
one of the Tellers of his Majefty's Exchequer, and was not 
rechofe. It was order'd likewife, that Mr Speaker do write 
circular Letters to all the Sheriffs of the Kingdom, to fum- cir-niir Le*t CT » 
mon the Members in their refpettive Counties to attend the SeM-intartAi* 
Service of the Houfe upon the 9th of January : After which tendj.«-eonthe 
General Stanhope acquainted the Houfe, that he had a Mef- which rl»w th«° 
fage from his Majefty to this Houfe, fign'd by his Majefty ; Hm,c ad ' our "*- 
which he deliver'd to Mr Speaker, as follows, viz. 

GEORGE R. 

** TTTS Majefty underftanding, that many, both of the 
" X X Houfe of Lords and Commons are detain'd in the 
** Country, as well by their private as the publick Bufinefs ; 
** and the Holidays being now fo near, during which there is 
" ufually a Recefs, it is his Majefty's Pleafure, that the Par- 
" liament adjourn to Monday the ninth Day of January 

** mex& 
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next, at which Time his Majefty intends the Parliament 
" /hall fit to do Bufinefs. 

Then the Houfe accordingly adjourn'd 'till Monday the 
9th of January. 

The ftuiiaaent January 9. The Parliament being met at Weftminfter, the 
King went to the Houfe of Peers, and the Commons being 
fent for up, and attending, the Lord Chancellor read his Ma- 
jefty's Speech to both Houfes, as follows : 

f Lords and Gentlemen, 
H E Zeal and Affe&ion to my Government, and the 
vigilant Care for the Safety of the Nation, which 
" you have fhewn in your refpe&ive Counties, have not 
" only fully anfwer'd my Expectations, but give nnrAffur- 
" ances that you are met together refolv'd to a£t with a Spi- 
" rit becoming a Time of common Danger, and with fuch 
" a Vigour, as will end in the Confufion of all thofe who 
" have openly engag'd in this Rebellion, and in the Shame 
" and Reproach of fuch as by fecret and malicious InfinuafiV 
" ons, have fomented, or by an avow'd Indifference, en- 
" courag'd this traiterous Enterprize. 

" It is, I doubt not, a great Satisfaction to you to have 
" obferv'd, that the Powers you entrufted me with for the 
" Prefervation of the publick Safety, have been employed in 
" the molt proper and effectual Manner, and made ftridly ' 
" fubfervient to thofe Purpofes only for which you intended 
" them ; and you muft have had the Pleafure to reflect with 
•• me, that as the Meafures taken for our Defence, have 
" been juft and neceflary, fo it has pleafed the Divine Pro- 
" vidence to bleft them with a Series of fuitable Succefs: And 
" I cannot but take this Opportunity of doing Juftice to the 
" Officers and Soldiers of the Army, whofe brave and 
" faithful Difcharge of their Duty, has difappointed our 
" Enemies, and contributed fo much to the Safety of. the 
" Nation. 

" I did hope, that the detecting and preventing the de- 
" fign'd Infurre&ions in fome Parts of the Kingdom, and the 
" defeating in others, thofe who had taken- up Arms againft 
" me, would have put an End to this Rebellion ; but it it 
\ " plain that our Enemies, animated by fome fecret Hope* 

" of Affiilance, are Hill endeavouring to fupport this deipe- 
" rate Undertaking ; and the Pretender, as I have Reafon 
" to believe, is now landed in Scotland. 

" It is however with Pleafure I can acquaint yon, that 
" notwithstanding thefe inteftine Commotions, Great Britain 
•' has, in fome Meafure, recovered its Influence and Repa- 

• " ration Abroad. The Treaty for fettling the Barrier fitf 

«« ^ 
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«« the Netherlands, is now fully concluded between the Em- A ^£j:Jf 0, *■ 
** peror and the States General, under my Guaranty. The Lx*W^ 
" King of Spain has agreed to a Treaty, by which that va- 
*' luable Branch of our Commerce will be deliver'd from the 
*' new Impofitions and Hardships to which it was fubjefted 
** by the late Treaties, and will ftand fettled for the future 
'* on a Foot more advantageous and certain, than it ever did 
•' in the rooft flouriftiing Time of any of my Predecefibrs ; 
** and the Treaty for renewing all former Alliances between 
•* the Crown of Great Britain and the States General, is 
'• brought very near to its Conclufion. 

Gentlemen of the Houfeof Commons, 

" I muft rely on your Affection to me, and your Care and 
" Concern for the Safety of the Nation, to grant me tfach 
" Supplies, as may enable me to rellorc and fecure the Peace 
•* of the Kingdom ; and I will order Eilimates of the necef- 
•' fary Expences to be laid before you. 

" Aoiong the many unavoidable ill Confequences of this 
" Rebellion, none affefts me more fenfibly, than that extra* 
" ordinary Burthen which it has and mult create to my faith- 
" ful Subjefts. To eafe them as far as lies in my Power, I 
«' take this firft Opportunity of declaring, that I will freely 
•• give up all the Eftates that mall Lccome forfeited to the s 

*• Crown by this Rebellion, to be applyd towards defraying 
" the extraordinary Expence incurr'd on this Occafion. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" It is Matter of the greateft Uneafinefs to me, that the 
'* firft Years of my Reign, the whole Courfe of which I 
.•' wifiVd to have tranfmitted to Pollcrity, dillinguiili'd by 
*' the fair and endearing Marks of Peace and Clemency, 
" mould be clouded and overcaft with fo unnatural a Rebel- 
" lion ; which, however impotent and unfuccefsful a due 
" Care may render it in all other Refpefts, docs moft fenfibly 
" afflict me, by the Calamities it has brought on many of 
" my faithful Subjefts, and by thofe ir.diipenfible Returns 
'* of Severity which, their Sufferings and the publick Safety 
" do moft juftly call for. Under this Concern, my grc.iteit 
•' Comfort is, that I cannot reproach myfelf with having 
" given the leaft Provocation to that Spirit of Discontent and 
" Calumny that has been let Ioofe againil me, or the leaft 
" Pretence for kindling the Flame of this Rebellion. 

u Let thofe whofe fatal Counfels laid the Foundation of 
" all thefe Mifchiefs, and thofe whofe private Difcontents 
•■ and Disappointments, difguis'd under falfe Pretences, have 
" betray'd great Numbers of deluded People into their own 
" Deftruftion, anfwer for the Miferies in which they have 
* involv'd their Fellow-Subject. I queftion not, but t'cvxx. 
•» with the Cpnpnuaccr of God's Bieiiuns, who aVvw w 
Vol. I, G M c\>\* 
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^wJiS 60 ' L " a ^ le t0 forni C * 00<1 out of Evfl » and w5tft , tne cheerful Afc 
L^— V*~S-/ " fiance of my Parliament, we mall, in a* fhort Time, fee 
" this Rebellion end, not' only in reftoring the Tranquility 
, " of my Government, but in procuring a firm and lafting 
" Eftablifhment of that excellent Ccmftitution in Church and 
" State, which it was manifeftly defign'd to fubvert : And 
." that this open and flagrant Attempt in Favour of Popery, 
" will abolifh all other Diftinftions among us, but of fuch as 
" are zealous Affertors of the Liberties of their Country, the 
" prefent Eftablifhment, and the Proteftant Religion, and of 
" fuch as are endeavouring to fubjett the Nation to the Re- 
" venge and Tyranny of a Popifh Pretender. 

AnAdjrcBcr The Commons being return'dto their Houfe, and having 

fortiieabwcSpoc^unammoufiy refoiv'd on an Addrefs of Thanks to his Maje* 
?iSwdon! lfly rc * ty> ^ ent to tne Lords to defire them to continue fitting for 
fome Time.' . 7'his Mefihge was carry 'd by Mr Lechmere, who 
having reported to the Houfe, that the Lords confented to do 
fo, made a Speech to the following Effeft,viz. ' That after the 
*£«$ h tb mo! general Affurances the Houfe had given to his Majefty, one 
Moment ought not to be loft, without taking fome effe&ual 
Step towards making them good : That the firlt and great 
Concern was, to put an End to this Rebellion ; not only to 
quiet the prefent Commotions, but to extinguifli the very 
Poflibility of their being rcnew'd : That for thefe Ends, cve- 
xy Gentleman would agree to llrengthen the Hands of the 
King in fuch a" Manner, as would enable him fpeedily and 
effectually to compleat this Work : That the Houfe would 
do this with abfolute Chcerfulncfs, from the certain Know- 
ledge and • xperience they had of the Wifdom and Juftice of 
his Mpjcfty, who would make no other Ufe of any Confi- 
dence his Parliament fhould repofe in him, than to .promote 
the common Welfare of his People ; and that whatever ex- 
traordinary Aflifhnce the prefent Juncture of Affairs fhould 
.require, would be continued no longer than the publick Ne- 
ceflity call'd for : That the next ufeful and neceflary Step, 
was the National Ji-ftice, which was incumbent on this 
'Houfe, in Duty to the King, as well as in Juftice to the Peo- 
ple : And as ungrateful and di Agreeable a Part as this ntuft 
be, yet, when the Defign of the Enemy was become fo def- 
perate, and fo avow'd, as to ftrike at the Crown upon the 
King's Head, and to involve the Nation in the Calamities of 
a Civil War, the Houfe could not exert themfelves too early, 
nor with too much Vigour ; and that is the Houfe acquitted 
itfelf en this Occafion, he premised himfelf the Effeft would 
be anfwerable : That the Spirit which fhould be fhewn in 
this Inftance, would animate the Friends of the Government, 
both at Home and Abroad i ana the Terror it muft fkrihe 
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on our Enemies, would be equal at leaft, and contribute as Annd».Oeo.t 
much to the common Safety, as any other Preparation that 
had or could be made. He wifiVd he could fay or think, 
that this Rebellion was the Project of thofe only, who ap- 
pear'd to head it j or that it was the Refult of the weak or 
ram Counfels of thofe who publickly avow'd it : He wiflVd 
he could fay, that it was -the Work of Papifls only, or of 
thofe few Protellants who were wicked or weak enough 
• openly to join in it. He wiuVd he could fay, that it was a 
Plot but of Yeflerday, and that it had taken no deeper Root 
than ordinary Appearances would lead to fufpedt ; but he 
thought it pkin, that it was the Effcct of many Years La- 
bour, of the joint and united Labour of great Numbers, both 
Proteftants and Papiib, the plain and necciliry Confequence 
of the Meafures which had been carrying on for fome Years 
laft : That to frame a right Judgment of the Nature of this 
Rebellion, he thought it necefiary for the Houfe to look 
back, and confidcr the natural Tendency of the publick Pro- 
ceedings of late Years, and the Connection they bore with 
the prefent unfortunate State- of Things : When Men in 
{acred Functions fuffer'd themfclves to become State-Inftru- 
ments, and the great Merit of fuch Men was, under tho 
Pretencs of aflerting the Doctrines of the Church of Eng- 
land, to condemn the Revolution, he could never underftand 
any other Defign or Tendency from thofe Practices, than to 
undermine the Foundation of the Proteifant Succeffion. He 
lemember'd it was faid upon a very folemn Occafion, by a 
very honourable Gentleman, * That the condemning the late 
" happy Revolution, could have no other Meaning, than to 
° make Way for another :" That however wicked andean • 
gerous thefe Practices were,they made too great an Impreifion^ 
and contributed a great deal to the prefent Calamity : That a» 
the Defigns of the Enemy grew more avow'd, Statc-Prmciplet 
of another Kind were advanced, which ftill condue'd to the 
fame End : That 'twas well known what Indullry was us'd 
to inculcate the Notions of Hereditary Right to the 
Crown, in Oppofition to the Settlement which had been 
made of it in the Houfe of Hanover, by the Authority of 
Parliament, and with no other View, than to weaken that 
Settlement : That every one remember'd what extraordinary 
Pains were taken to ppyfon the People with this dangerous 
Notion j and that thofe who made the bell Court to Men in 
Power, were fuch who efpous'd this Opinion in the moil 
notorious Manner : That he could not forget with what 
Tendernefs a certain Divine of the Church of England was 
•treated below Stairs, whilft under Profecution for the moll 
impudent Libel [Tbi Hiniitary Right affbteJ, &c] that 
tnv WBtpubWh'd agaiuft any Garenuneot, that \mi& AtY*t 

G z YiS\ 
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Will or Power to maintain it felf. He thought the Paniib- 

ment that was infliftcd on that Gentleman light enough, 
but he could not avoid taking Notice of a remarkable Paf- 
fagc, which then alarm'd every thinking Man, and will, 
one Time or other, defcrve the Confideration of -this Houfe, 
viz. The Order from the Government, counterfign'd by a 
Secretary of State, 'to the Judges of the Queen's Bench, 
after the Judgment pafs'd, to fuperfede the ignominious 
Part of the Punifhment, by Reafon of the facred Function 
of the Criminal ; by which the moft unexampled and dan- 
gerous Diftin&ion was introdue'd ; and which Proceeding 
could bear no other Conftruciion, than as a Licenfe and 
Proteftion, even from the Government, to Men in holy 
Orders, to propagate that deftru&ive Pofition with Impunity ; 
and the Character of the Perfon, which ought in Juilice to 
have aggravated his Guilt, and heighten'd the Punilhment, 
became his Indemnity againft the Reproach of it, even by 
the Authority of the Government it felf. He remember'd 
in what Manner every Thing of that Nature was treated in 
Weftminftcr-Hall j what Severities were exercis'd againft 
thofe Perfons who had Courage enough to affert the Intereft 
of their Country, and of the Proteltant Succeffion, at the 
fame Time that the Patrons of hereditary Right enjoy'd all" . 
Indulgences : That he mention'd thefe Things on no Un- 
certainties, having been an Eye-Witnels of them him felf, 
and it having fallen to his Share to bear fome Part in them : 
That this was one of the meft fuccefsful Parts of the 
Scheme of thofc who had fix'd their Eyes on the Pretender : 
That the Houfe need not be told how far it had operated 
to the Prejudice of the Proteftant Succeffion. That he could 
give many other Inftances of this Kind ; all which promoted 
the fame End. The grofs Diftinttions that were coin'd to 
elude the Oaths that had been made for the Security of the 
Government j the Endeavours that were us'd to poftefs the 
People with falfe Fears of the Danger of the Church ; and 
the little Care that was taken, to fay no worfe of it, to 
inflil into the Youth of the Kingdom, fuch Principles at 
were confident with the true Intereft' either of Church or 
State. That he look'd upon thefe Things which he had 
mention'd, to be the Foundation of the Scheme that wa» 
now, by this Rebellion, carrying on into Execution ; and 
he own V., that in this Refpedt, the Authors of it were wife 
in their Generation ; for by thefe Arts, the very Principle 
on which the Prorcftant Succeffion is founded, was fhaken ) 
' and tho' the Methods of doing it, were bafe and vile, yet 
the DiiTatisfa&ion and Uneafinefs that was created by them, . 
in the Minds of the People, made Way for the Change that 
was defir'd. That he crav'd Leave of the Houfe, to put 

them 
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them in. Mind of other Paris of this Scheme, that was car- Anno*. o«,l 
lying on at the fame Time. The Enemies to the prefent \^^m 
Government judging aright for their own Purpofe, by all 
Methods to attack the Conferences of the People, as to the 
Legality, and Juftice of the Settlement of the Crown in the 
Houfe of Hanover, they thought in neceflary, at the fame 
Time, to difable, as far as they could, thofe Perfons who 
had been mod remarkable for their Services in the Support 
of it. That the great Effort was made at that Great Man, 
[the Duke of Marlborough] vho is not only the Honour and 
Ornament of his Country, but the Glory of the Age he 
lives in. He added, he thought he mould not be fufpe&ed 
of Flattery at this Time, nor, as he believ'd, at any Time, 
with Refoett to that Great Man. That many who then 
heard him, remember'd the Part he took in Vindication of 
that Great Man, whiht his Character was under Debate in 
this Houfe. That he could not forget the Rage and Inve- 
teracy with which he was purfu'd ; nor how much Strefs 
was laid upon obtaining the Cenfures of Parliament upon 
him : That the Afperfions then thrown upon him, did not 
hart that Great Man ; and whatever Endeavours may at any 
Time be us'd to leffen him, will hurt none but thofe that 
fhall promote them ; but yet thofe vain Endeavours were a 
very ufeful Part of the Scheme then carrying on. 'Twas a 
neceflary Step for thofe Men to put him out of the Way, 
whofe very Name and Appearance, at that Time, would 
have been fufficient to raife Armies in Favour of the Pro- 
teftant Succeflion, and the Liberties of his Country : .But he 
could not but obferve, that as ferviceable as it was for the 
Meafures of thofe Men to wound his Character, 'twas now a 
Reproach to the Kingdom, that thofe groundlefs Afperfions, 
which had been caft upon him, mould remain upon the 
Journals of Parliament. That another Great Lord, [tbt 
Lord Vifcount Town/bend'] fell under the Violence of thole 
Times, whofe Profecution w;s attended with uncommon 
Fury. That himfelf had fomc Share in j unifying that 
<jreat Man in this Houfe, when he was voted an Enemy 
to his Country. That he obferv'd at that Time, and the 
Event has made it evident, that the Barrier was but the 
Pretence, and the great Services he had done to the Prote- 
ftant Succeffion, was the true Provocation which drew that 
Rage upon him. That two other honourable Gentlemen, 
[Get. Stanhope and Mr R. H'aipole then fitting near him,'] had 
felt the Severity of thofe Times; they had diftinguilh'd 
themfelves by their Zeal and Firmnefs to the true Intereft 
of their Country, and were too confiderable to efcape the 
Malice of thofe who had other -Views. That thofe Pro- 
cocdings, how ■nccrtain foevtr the Defign. of thsiami^ta 
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A»no i. Geo.i. appear while they were tranfacting, have been diffidently 
. , ?f?* I _ • explain'd by what has follow'd. That the Name of that 
General, for whofe immediate Service the Great Man firft 
mention'd, was blemifh'd, and for whom there was Vanity 
enough to make him his Rival, is now become the Re- 
proach of his Family and Country : He avows the Service 
of the Pretender, and e'er long we may hear of him at the 
Head of an Expedition for cftablifliing Popery and arbitrary 
Power. That the Secretary of State, who diftinguifh'd 
himfclf in the Purfuit of the other Great Lord, has fuffi- 
ciently explain'd his Defigns to the whole World ; and the 
next Tidings that we may expect from abroad, is, that he 
has taken upon him the Character of a Minifter to the Pre,- 
tender. Thaf he look'd upon the difabling the great Af- 
ferters of the Proteftant Intereft, to be a- fecond, and no 
fmall Part of the Scheme ; and while thefe Things were 
carrying on, their little Engines and Tools were carrying on 
their Work in Wcftminfter-Hall. That every Man who 
favour'd the Hanover Succeffion, was to be worry 'd, and * 
all open and fcandr.Ious Aflerters of contrary Principles, 
were treated with all the Care and Tendernefs of Friends. 
Charters of Corporations were attack'd in a more unpre- 
cedented and dangerous Manner, than in former Times, 
when Practices of that Kind were moft •juftly complain'd of, 
and no Stone was left unturn'd to ftrengthen themfelves in 
that Refpedl. That he would not then trouble the Houfe 
any more upon that Head, having fome Thoughts, e'er 
long, to preient them with a fmall Collection of Things of 
that Kind, for their ferious Confideration. That the Maf- 
ter-Strokes of this grand Scheme, were yet behind : That 
the fureft Way to deftroy the Government, has been always 
thought to be by its own Hands, that is, by the Authority 
and Power of Parliament. For this Purpofe, a Confederacy* 
by which the Liberties of Europe had been fo long fuftain'd 
againft the Power of France, was broke to Pieces by Votes 
that were obtain'd in this Houfe in the moft extraordinary 
Manner. Tha.t the Honour of the Nation, the Balance of 
Power, and the Proteftant Intereft in Europe, were effec- 
tually given up in the Negotiations and Conclufion of the 
Peace, by which France was reftor'd to its ancient and for- 
midable State ; and every Body remember'd how near they 
were, by the fame Influences, to have given up the whole 
Trade of the Nation, to the Intereft of the French King, 
who, after that, had no fuitable Return left for him to make 
for fuch Services, but to bellow upon them a Pretender, 
bred up- in his own Faith, and in his own Politicks. That 
nothing could have cbftru&ed this, but the many miraculous 
Providences " that immediately fojlow'd, when his Power 
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throughout Europe was unconteftable ; and, bjr the Meafurei 
that had been taken, the Proteftant Succeffion had fcarce a 
Friend left in the World. That the King's Acceffion to the 
Throne, accompany'd by fo many providential Circumflan- 
ces, as it difappointed the immediate Execution of the 
Scheme, fo it quieted the Spirit of thofe Men for fome 
Time. That if the Houfe would make a right Judgment 
of the prefent Rebellion, they mull compare the Steps that 
immediately preceded it, with thofe that were taken in the 
lalt Reign, when the Hope was to have brought about -the 
feme End without a Stroke ; That the fame Endeavours 
foon appear'd to propagate .the fame Principles, both in 
Church and State ; and thofe Endeavours, tho' at firft not 
fo open,- were yet as reftlefs to create Diftatisfadlion againft 
his Majefty's Government, as they had been before to pre- 
vent its taking Place. As the Encouragement grew ftronger, 
Tumults and Riots were univerfally fomented ; and 'twas 
well known from what Quarter they rofe, and againft whom 
they were levell'd ; but yet no one Inllance has been affign'd, 
throughout his Adminiftration, that could offend or provoke 
any but a Jacobite Spirit. That his Majefty has done 
more 'for the Honour of the Church, and the true Intercft 
of his Kingdom, than any of his Predeceflbrs, in three 
Times the Number of Years : That his Perfonal Virtues, 
and the Wifdom and Steadinefs of his Government, have 
retriev'd the Honour and Reputation of his Kingdoms, 
which had been fo lhamcfully loft : That his Weight and 
Influence Abroad, and the Credit he has obtained in all the 
known Parts of the World, have already procur'd the Set- 
tlement of the Matters in Difference between the two 
chief Powers of Europe, from whom alone we can expect 
Affiftance in Times of Danger. That no fingle Inllance 
. can be affign'd of Hardlhip or Oppreflion to any one of his 
Subjects, or that can give a juft Rcafon ofDiflatisfaclion, ; but 
on the. contrary, thole who have fliewn the greatcll Averfion 
to his Government, have rcceiv'd the kindeft Invitations, 
and enjoyed the higheft Indulgences from him. That if any 
Errors may have been committed in any Parts of the Admi«- 
niftration, during the prefent Difor tiers, every honed Man 
ought to judge of them by this one Rule, that is, the plain 
Dcfign for which all Mcafurcs are calculated, which every 
Body muft admit to be the Prefervation of the Proteftant 
Succeffion : That all Incidents of fuch an Adminiftration, 
ought to be cover'dor juftify'd by the Intercft that mall ap- 
pear to be carry 'd on throughout the whole : That by the 
fame Rule of Juftice, when the Deftru&ion of the Common 
Intercft was the plain Intention of the late Adminiftration, 
the greateft Weight ought to b« laid on every little Cvicvrav-r 
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*«■•«. Ceo. t ftance that attended, in order to obtain a publick Satisfaction. 
i7*s-« That by taking in all thcfe Considerations, he thought the 

Houfe" would make a full and right Judgment of the Nature 
of this Rebellion ; from whence it took its Rife, how deep 
it had taken Root, to what Influences it was owing, and how 
far it extended ; That the Part the Lord Derwentwater and 
others, had taken in it, were to be confide r'd as the firft 
Symptoms of that general Difbrder, for which fo much Foun- 
dation was laid ; for which Reafcn, he thought that the 
Houfe could not cor.fider this otherwife, than as the Caufe of 
the Nation, in the ftrcngeft Manner. That in Juftice to the 
King, as well as to the People, they ought to take this into 
their own Hands, and not to entruft the Profecution of it 
with any Body but themfelves. That every Body knew to 
what Hazards Profecutions in the ordinary Courfe of Juftice, 
were liable, tho' they were never fo well concerted bjr thofe 
whofe Bufinefs it was to carry' them on : But how fure foever 
this Succefs might be, in a Cafe fo notorious as this, . yet it 
was obvious to every Body, cf what different Weight and 
Influence the Profecutions of Parliament were, from thofe in 
the ordinary Forms. That he own'd he was furpriz'd that 
any Meafures had been taken of that Kind, againlt this Peen 
who had been taken in open Rebellion, a Parliament fit- 
ting, which had fhew'd fo much Zeal, and had contributed 
fo much to the Prcfervation of the Government, efpecially at 
a Time when the Crown on the King's Head was fighting 
for. That he very well knew, that tho' the Houfe of 
Commons Right of Impeaching Criminals was unlimited, 
yet they would exercife that Power by the Rules of Wifilom 
arjd Difcretion, and not engage in trivial Matters, bat is 
fuch only, where the Offenders were not within the Reach of 
the ordinary Juftice, or the Nature of their Crimes fuch as 
were not fit to be meddled with by the ordinary Jurifdi£tions. 
That the Cafe of the Lords taken in Rebellion, was indeed 
notorious, and of which the Proof would be eafy ; but tho* 
not from the Difficulty of the Profecution, yet from the 
Weight and Confequence of it, he thought he need fay little 
more to convince the Houfe.to make it their own Profecution, 
by which they engag'd every Commoner in Great Britain, as 
an immediate Party againft thofe who had carry'd a War 
into the Bowels of the Kingdom. That no Inftance eve/ 
had rifen in the Englifh Hiftory, where their Anceftors had 
permitted a Profecution of this Kind, againft the chief Ac- 
tors, to be carry'd any where but in full Parliament. That 
the five Popifh Lords were purfu'd by the loud Voice and 
Weight of the Commons of England ; and tho' at that Time 
the Nation was in Peace, they would not permit the Fate of 
tko& Proftcuusns to dejwl «tv tta Cue or Skill of tHofr 
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who are vers'd in the ordinary Forms of Juflice ; and their 
Succefs was anfwerable. That he own'd his Defire, upon ail 
Occasions, to raife the Honour and Authority of Parliaments, 
which he thought the greateft Support of the Honour and 
the Prerogatives of the Crown ; for which Reafon, he took 
this Occasion to fpeak more fully to the Nature of Impeach- 
ments, and the rather, becaufe he apprehended fome Gentle* 
mea had miftaken Notions concerning them : That the Power 
of Impeachments was the moft valuable and ufeful Privilege 
that belonged to the Body of the Commons, at lealt equal to 
that of giving Money, which belongs folely to them. 
That Gentlemen need not be apprehenfive of any Intricacies 
in thofe Proceedings, especially at a Time, and upon aa 
Occafion, when there was no Doubt of the Concurrence of 
both Houfes. That the Impeachments were in themfelves 
more .plain, regular, and difentangled, than any other Forms 
of Jaftice. That they were particularly excepted oat of the 
late Statute of Treafons, which had very much f'etter'd the 
ordinary Courfe of Proceedings. That Impeachments were 
never made difficult, but when they were carried on againft 
the Inclination of the Crown, or at a Time when there was 
no good Underftanding between the two Houfes ; when little 
Occasions might be fought to raife Difputes, and interrupt 
them ; or elfie when they are undertaken, before they are 
well confider'd ; which could not be the prefent Cafe. That 
there was another Reafon, which upon this Occafion fhould 
determine Gentlemen into this Method ; which was the 
Coniequence of the Judgment that fhould be obtained againit 
thofe'Lords ; He afferted it as his clear Opinion, and which 
he thought he could maintain, 'That no Pardon under the 
Great Seal could difcharge a Judgment obtain'd upon the 
Impeachment of the Commons : ' That this Opinion had been 
ftrenuoufly afferted in this Houfe in /ormer Reigns ; and he 
thought it not weakened by the Declaration in the Aft of 
Settlement of the Crown upon the Houfe of Hanover. That 
lie had heard of a very new Dillinftion that had been coin'd 
without Doors, to avoid this Opinion, viz. ' That the Par- 

* don was not pleadable in Bar of the Impeachment, and to 
' pfcvent the Commons from examining iuto the Offence ; 
' bat that it was pleadable after Judgment, and in Bar of 

* Execution. ' That whenever that Queftion fhould come 
properly before them, he undertook to mew the Idlenefs and 
Abfardityof that Diftinftion ; That if that Diftin&ion was 
fram'd to make Court to the Prerogative, he thought it 
the moft faHe and deftru&ive Piece of Flattery of the Kind, 
that ever had been -rais'd. That it was the greateft Eafe, Se- 
curity, and Support of the Crown, in his Opinion, inftead 
•f any. Diaunutiaa of it, that no fuch Power fhould be 
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*rntik°' h kdg'd Acre, to be exercis'd on any Occafion, to prevent the? 

Poflibility of the Crown's being wrought upon by any Influ- 
ences to defeat the Judgment given in full Parliament, with 
the Concurrence of both Houies, againft the higheft Offen- 
ders ; which mull inevitably create the greateft Jealoufy, and 
caufe the higheft Diffatisf actions between the Crown and the 
People : For this Reafon, he took it to be the greateft Ad- 
vantage to the Crown, that the Conllitution of the Kingdom 
had not, as he thought, inverted it with any fuch Power ; 
and on the other Side it would clearly appear, that fuch a 
Power was utterly incontinent with the Fundamental Rights 
of ParliamentA That he own'd he was furpris'd to hear, that 
any fuch Diftindtion lhould be ftarted at this Time : But if 
the Law was as he apprehended it to be, it was the flrongeft 
Reafon for the Commons to interpofe in this Profecution, to 
defend the Crown from the many Importunities to which it 
would be fubjecl in the ordinary Courfe of Juilice ; and that 
the Weight of the Profecution, and the Confequences of it, 
fhould be born by the Commons, as it ought to be in a Cafe 
fo National as this. That if Gentlemen wanted any other 
Motives to induce them to make this Profecution their own, 
he had a Paper in his Hand, which would fire the Thoughts 
of every Gentlenian there, [meaning the Pretender's Declara- 
tion : ] That no Body could read, without the utmoft Indig- 
nation, the Perfonal Indignities that were therein caft upon 
the bell of Princes, whole Title to the Crown, they were 
bound by all the Ties of Duty, Affection, and Intereft, to 
maintain. That the Houfe could do no lefs than to refent 
this fo far, as to make themfelves the Profecutors of thofe who 
avow'd this Caufe of the Pretender, and fet themfelves at the 
Head of Armies, in the Heart of the King's Dominions. 
That in this Paper, the Houfe would fee how they were 
treated themfelves : That they were reprefented as the moft 
illegal and infamous Afiembly of Men that ever met together. 
That thefe Confiderations ought in Juftice to animate and 
invigorate their Proceedings in every Refpedl, 'till the Inve- 
teracy and Infolence of the Enemy were entirely fubdued : 
That he did not think that the Proceedings of this Houfe • 
ought, in any Cafe, to be governed by vindictive Confidera- 
tions, but by fuch Circum fiances only, as from their real 
"Weight and Confequence call'd for the Interpofition of the 
Commons : That he was fenfible that the Commons had a 
great Work upon their Hands, upon other Impeachments, 
which they had thought fit' to enter upon, and which were 
ilill depending : That he knew alfo what Situation thefe Im- 
peachments were in ; and hop'd they would be refum'd and 
carry'd on in due Seafon, with the fame Vigour with which 
they were undertaken : "That he likewife believed, that the 
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Nation expe&ed that their Inquiries upon that Head fhould 
be extended, and appear to be impartial, it not being poffible 
that a greater Dishonour could be brought, or an heavier 
Imputation call upon, the Proceedings of that Houfe, than that 
of Partiality, which could not fail to fink their Credit, and to 
prevent all the good Effecls that were hop'd and expected 
from them ; However he concluded, that every Gentleman 
would agree with him, that the prefeut Situation and Con- 
juncture of AiFairs made it neceflary to give the Preference 
to tbofe Lords who had been taken in open Rebellion : And 
thereupon he impeached James Earl of Derwentwater of 
High Treafon ; which Impeachment he undertook to make 
good.' 

Upon this, the Houfe refolv'd to impeach the faid Earl of 
High Treafon ; as they did likewife, upon the Motions fe- 
verally made by Mr W.Pulteney, MrBofcawen, Mr Hamp- 
den, Lord Finch, the Earl of Hertford, and Mr Wortley, The Hoare iwoiw 
to impeach of the fame Crime William Lord Widdrington, U^S**^. 
William Earl of Nithiftiale, George Earl of Wintoun, Ro- £- , h ^- d l d,i ?£ ,on ' 
bert Earl of Carnwath, William Vifcount Kenmure, and own, c.mwat'C 
William Lord Nairn. Then Mr Lechmere, and the other &" u& 
fix Members, in Purfuance of the Commands of the Houfe, Tt,eaioa - 
carry' d up an Impeachment to the Bar of the Houfe of 
Lords, in the Words following, viz. 

M y Lords, 

* ' | ""HE Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aflem- 
' X bled, having receiv'd Information of divers Treafons 
'■ committed by a Great Peer of this Houfe, James Earl of 

* Derwentwater, have commanded me to impeach" the (aid 
' James Earl of Derwentwater of High Treafon : And I do 

'* here, in their Names, and in the Names of all the Commons 
' of Great Britain, impeach the faid James Earl of Derwent- 

* water of High Treafon. And I am farther commanded by 

* the Houfe of Commons, to acquaint your Lordfhips, that 

* they will, with all convenient Speed, exhibit Articles to 
' make good the Charge againft him. 

The other fix Impeachments were all in the lame Form. ■ 
The laid feven Members being returned to the Houfe.and ha- 
ving reported what they had done, a Committee was appoint- 
ed, of Which Mr Lechmere was Chair-Man, and order'd to 
draw up Articles of Impeachment againft the feven impeached Arti-w <ir»*a u? 
Lords, which being drawn up accordingly, and agreed to by Sd»&wj 
the Houfe, were carry'd to the Lords by Mr Lechmere. b x ** !<«*«*«• 
The Articles at large the Reader may fee in the S 7 A TE 
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The fame Day the Commons refolv'd that Thomas For- 
ftcr, Efcp Member for Northumberland, having been* taken ra 
open Rebellion, bearing Arms againft his Majefty, be ex- 
gtt«r*u*JS< dth eHoufe. ' 

January, 1 1 . The Commons prefented the following Ad- 
drefs to the King. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

The Commons Ad- ' \X7E your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal Subjects, the 
tbdi to the. King. , yy commons of Great Britain m Parliament aflembied, 
« return your Majefty our unfeigned Thanks for your moft 
' gracious Speech from the Throne. 

' We beg Leave moft heartily to congratulate your Maje- 
' fty upon the Succefs that has attended your Arms ; and -it 
' is with the greateft Satisfaction we obferve, that the (MB* 
« cers and Soldiers of the Army have, by a brave and faish- 
« ful Difcharge of their Duty, deferv'd youn, Majefty YAp> 
' probation ; and that the juft and necefiary Measures taken 
' for ftrengthening your Majefty's Hands, have had fo good 
' an Effect, in preventing Infurreflions in fevcral Parts of the 
' Kingdom. 

' The wife and feafbnable Provifion which your Majefty 
' has made, both at Home and from Abroad, for the Safety 

* of the Nation ; your Goodnefs in giving all fuch Eftatts as 
' fhall be forfeited by this Rebellion, in Eafe of your People ; 

* and the tender Regard and Concern which you hare been 

* pleas'd to exprefs for their Sufferings, call for alf the Re- 
f turns of Duty, Zeal, and Affeftion, which faithful and 
' loyal Subjects can owe ©r pay to the beft of Kings. 

* This Rebellion, (for which not theleaft Colour of Prd- 

* vocation has been given) as it ought very juftly to be the 
' Objedt of your Majefty's Contempt, fo it raifes in your 
' truly loyal Commons the higheft Refentment and Indigna- 

* tion againft thofe ungrateful defperate Rebels, whole per* 
' nicious Principles, private Difcontents and Disappoint- 

* ments, have engag'd them to involve their Country in 

* Blood and Confufion. 

* We look with Pity upon thofe unhappy deluded People, 
' who by falfe Pretences, and malicious Iriftnuations, have 
' been betray'd into their own' Deftruclion ; but we deteft, 
' and will do our utmoft to confound the Devices of thofe, 

* who, profefling an unlimited Obedience, have ftirr'd up a Re- 
' bellion againft your Majefty, and, under the Difguife of the 

* Danger of the Church, are endeavouring to introduce Pe-i 
' pery : And when we refleft, that nothing lefs than our 

* holy Religion, your Majefty's Crown, and the Liberties, of 
«' our Country, are concern'4 in the Event of this wicked 

« Under, 
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•"Undertaking, We cannot bat with Aftonimment obferve the 

* Indifference of feme in this great and important Juncture. 

' But your faithful Commons, with Hearts full of a due 
1 Senfe of the invaluable Bkffings which they enjoy under 

* your Majefly's moft aufpicious Government, ofter their 
' Lives and Fortunes in Defence of your undoubted Title to 
' the Crown, in Support of the Proteftant Religion, and in 
' Maintenance of the Liberty and Property of the Subject ; 
' which, as they were wxmderfully preferv'd to as by yonr 
' Majefty's happy Acceffion to the Throne, can only be fe- 
' cur'd to Pofterity by the Eye of Heaven watching over and 
' guarding your facred Perfon and your Royal Family. 

■ And that this Nation may long* continue to be a Prote- 

* ftaat and a Free People, your moft dutiful and loyal Com- 
' mobs do moft readily promife to grant fuch early and ef- 
' fcStmal Supplies, as may enable your Majefty to pat an End 

* to this unnatural Rebellion, to confound and extinguish for 
' ever all Hopes of the Pretender, his open and fecret Abet- 
' tors, and fecure the future Peace and Tranquility of your 

* Kingdoms ; being well aflur'd, that your good People will 
' think no Burthen grievous, that is neceflary for the Prefer- 

* ration of all that is dear and valuable to them. 

' But your Majefty's Care and Concern for the publick - 

* Welfare has not been confin'd to your own Kingdoms ; 
' and however your Enemies might flatter themfelves, that 
"* thefe inteftine Commotions would leffen the Influence of 
' Great Britain in foreign Parts, your Commons with Ad- 

* miration fee, and with Gratitude acknowledge, the Effect 

* of your Wifdoin, which has been able to furmount thefe 
' Difficulties, in fetding the Barrier-Treaty for the Nether- 

* lands, between the Emperor and the States-General, under 

* your Majefty's Guaranty ; in having made fo great a Pro- 
' grefs towards renewing all former Alliances between Great- 
' Britain and the States- General ; and particularly in deliver- 
' ir3g that valuable Branch of our Commerce with Spain, 

* from thofe grievous Impofitions and Hardfhips to which it 

* was fubjected by the Treachery of the late Male- Admini- 

* ftration. 

* And as the fame fatal and pernicious Counfels have 

* been the Caufe and Source of all the Mifchiefs and Cala- 

* Slides that mull attend this unnatural Rebellion ; and as 

* your faithful Commons, defirous to teftify their Zeal and 

* Doty to your Majefty, and their Abhorrence of this trea- 

* (enable Enterprize, have already exerted themfelves in en- 

* deavouring to bring to fpeedy and exemplary Juftice, the 

* open and declar'd Inftniments of this Rebellion, they think 

* themfelves obtig'd, in Juftice to their mjur'd Country, to 
« continue in the moft vigorous and impartial mutntT, to 
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Anno a. ceo. i. ' profecute the Authors of thofe evil and deftruftive Counfels, 
> ^*. ' which have drawn down thefe Miferies upon the Nation. 

To which his Majefty was pleas'd to make this Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 
TUKinri Anfwer." T Return you my hearty Thanks for the kind and warm 
" X Affurances of Loyalty contain'd in this Addrefs ; from 
" which I promife my felf the moft happy Confequences, 
" fince nothing can fo effectually reftore the Peace and Tran- 
" quility of the Kingdom, as the commendable Zeal you 
" have exprefs'd upon this Occafion. 

January 21. ■ The King went to the Houfe of Peers, and 
gave the Royal Affent to a Bill intitled, An A3 for continu- 
ing an A3 to impotuer his Majefty to fecure and detain fucb 
Perfons as his Majefty Jhall fufpeci are confpiri/tg againft bit 
Perfon and Government, &c. 
Debate concerning This Bill had been ftrenuoufly oppos'd : Mr Shippen made 
Baifr n fu n "'°nd- hc a Speech againft it, in which he infilled, 'That it invaded the 
»he aamOrfm molt valuable Right of Engliih Subjects, encourag'd malici- 
* a ous Informations, and gave a Handle to thofe in Power to 

Mr shippen. opprefs innocent Perfons j he therefore mov'd to have a 
Claufe inferted in it, to prevent illegal Imprifonments, and 
for the better fecuring the Liberty of the Subject, in Cafes 
not within the Purport of the faid Aft.' He was anfwer'd 
c«i««i stanhope, by Gen. Stanhope, who endeavour'd to mew the Neceffity of 
fuch an Aft, at a Time of open Rebellion ; and appeaTd to 
the whole Houfe, whether the King or his Minifters had 
ma*de an ill or a wanton Ufe of the Power with which the 
Parliament had thought fit to intruft his Majefty.' And the 
Queftion being put upon Mr Shippen's Motion, it pafs'd in 
the Negative. 

The King having given the Royal AfTent to the faid Bill, 
the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefty'a Command, read the 
following Speech to both Houfes. 



My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I Had Reafon to believe, when I {poke laft to yon, that 
the Pretender was landed in Scotland ; the Accounts I 



Kinj-'s Speech re* 

kiting to the Pre- 
tender's heading 

jw**.»£ Ui<m m " have receiv'd fince do put it beyond all Doubt, that he 
" is heading the Rebellion there, and does affume the Stile 
" and Title of King of thefe Realms ; his Adherents do like- 
" wife confidently affirm, that Affurances are given them 
" ofSupport from Abroad. This Parliament hath, on all 
*' Occafions, exprefs'd fo much Duty to me, and fo true a 
" Regard for the religious and civil Rights of my People, 
. ' *?, rAat I am pcrfwaded this daring Prefomption of our Ene- 

'" " mitt 
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** mies will heighten your juft Indignation againft them, ' and amo*. Oeo. l 
« beget fuch farther Refolutions as, with theBleffing of God, yj^^w- 
** will enable me to defeat their Attempts. ir^^ 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
«« The moft effectual Way to put a fpeedy End to thefe 
«« Troubles, will be to make fuch a Provifion as may dif- ' 
" courage any Foreign Power from affifting the Rebels ; I 
" do therefore hope, that every fincere Proteftant and true 
" Briton will look upon the extraordinary Expence which a 
•* timely Preparation may require, to be the beft Husbandry, 
" fince it will, in all human Probability, prevent that Defo- 
** lation and thofe Calamities, which would unavoidably 
" cnfue, if the Rebellion fhould be fuffer'd to fpread, and 
u be fupported by Popifh Forces from Abroad. . 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
'«« The World muft be convinc'd, by all you have already 
" done, that you have nothing but the Honour and Intereit - 
" of your Country at Heart ; and for my own Part, I rely 
" entirely upon you, and doubt not but you will take fuch 
" Refolutions, at this Juncture, as will be moft for the pre- 
u fent Safety, and future Eafe of my People. 

• January 24. The Commons prefented an Addrefs to the 
King, as follows : 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

* "1 X 7E your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal Subjects, TteCommawM- 

* VV the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament af- 
« fembled, do, with all Humility, return our unfeigned 

* Thanks for your Majefty's moft gracious Speech from the 
' Throne, and for your great Goodnefs in communicating to 

* us thofe important Advices which fo highly concern the 
' immediate Safety of your Kingdoms. " 

' We can never fufficiently exprefs our grateful Senfe of 

* your Majefty's conftant Care and Tendcrnefs for your Peo- 

* pie, on every Occafion, fince your Acceffion to the Throne « 

* of your Anceftors.; but 'tis with the utmoft. Satisfaction of 

* Heart, that we now experience the happy Effects of that 

* juft Confidence which your loyal and affectionate Commons 
« have already repos'd in your great Wifdom, for making 

* fuch Augmentation of Troops as your Majefty fhould find 

* neceflkry for our common Safety : And tho' the Growth 

* of the Rebellion has already neceffitated an Increafe of For- 

* ce», yet we muft ever acknowledge your wife and tender • 

* Concern for your People, in having made Provifion for our 
'.Defence in fuch a Manner, at this Time of common Dan- 

* ger, as muft convince the World, that it is with the utmoft 

* Reluctancy to your Majefty, that any farther Burthens wt 
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' brought on your Subjects ; and that your Majefty has 
' nothing at Heart, but the Security and Welfare of your 

* People. . • 

' Your dutiful Commons do likewife acknowledge, 'with 
' the higheft Gratitude to your Majefty, that by the prudent 
4 Difpofition of your Forces, not only the Defigns of our 
4 Enemies to have rais'd Infur red ions in many Parts of the - 

* Kingdom have been entirely fru fixated, and the Peace and' 
4 Tranquility of tktie Nations thereby, in a great Mcxbue, 

' prefenr'd ; but to that, we owe, under God, thofe fignal Shc- 
'. cefles which have check'd the Progrefs of the Rebellion, 
4 and which have given us, your faithful Commons, fo ear- 
4 ly and juft an Occafion to exert our (elves in the moft vigor- 

* ous and effedual Manner, for fringing fome of the chief 

* Actors to condign Punifhment. We are aftoniuVd at the 
' daring Prefumption of the Pretender and his Adherents j 
' and do moft fincerely and heartily afliire your Majefty, that 

* our Indignation is hereby heighten'd againft them ; and that 

* we cannot fo far forget our Duty and Affection to your 

* Majefty, and our Concern for our Religion and Liberties, 
' as not to take, at this critial Juncture, fuch farther Refalu- 

* tions, as will enable your Majefty, with the Bleffing of God, 
4 to defeat their Deiigns. Your faithful Commons being 

* therefore firmly and unalterably refolv'd to fpare no £x- 
1 pence, and to decline no Hazard for the Support of your 
' Majefty's Title and Government, whereon all that is dear 

* and valuable to us and our Pofterities, under God, entirely 
' depends ; and being moft earneftly defirous to give all ana- 

* ginable Proofs of our conftant and unfhakenZeal and AMoc- 
4 tion for your facred Perfon, and being throughly convinc'd 
'that we cannot more effectually confult our own Security, 
' than by teftifying our entire Confidence in your Majefty's 

* known Juftice, Wifdom, and Goodnefs, do moft hiimbly 

* befeech your Majefty, that you will be gracioufly pleafed 
4 to give Directions, from Time to Time, for fuch farther 

* Augmentation of Troops as the Exigency of Affairs fhall 
4 render neceflary. 

4 And we farther allure your Majefty, that we will grant 
4 fuch Supplies as ftiall be fufficient, not only to maintain 
4 fuch additional Forces, and to defeat all Attempts of your 
4 Enemies, both at Home and Abroad, and to prevent 
4 thofe Calamities which muft enfue, if this unnatural Re- 
4 bellion be fuffer'd to fpread ; but alio to enable your 

* Majefty, with the Bleffing of God, effectually to fhew 
4 your Refentment againft any foreign Power, that fhall pre- 
4 fume directly or indirectly, to abet or fupport the Pretcn- 
4 der or his Adherents. 
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To this Addrefs, the King anfwer'd, Anno*.ceo.t 

Gentlemen, , L>*"V"X^J 

" T Thank you heartily for this Addrefs. If any Thing The King's Anftw. 
" JL could add to the good Opinion this Houfe of Com- 
•' mons deferves from me, it would be the Zeal and Unani- 
" mity you have (hewn upon this Occafion. You may de- 
** pend upon my continuing always, as I have hitherto done, 
" to make Ufe of the Confidence and Powers you put in me, 
" only for reftoring and fecuring the Peace and Quiet of 
" my People. 

The Particulars of the Trials, Condemnation, &c. of the 
impeach'd Lords before the Houfe of Peers, being related at 
large in the fixth Volume of STATE TRIALS-, and the 
inferring of them here being alfo foreign to our Defign, 
which is only to mention fuch Proceedings as were the Sub- 
jeft of fome SPEECHES or DEBATES in the Houfe of 
Commons, We think it proper to omit the fame. 

February 17. The King went to the Houfe of Peers, and 
gave the Royal Affent to fuch Bills as were ready. 

After which, the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefty's Com- 
mand, read the following Speech to both Houfes. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" T Take this Opportunity of acquainting you, that my King's spwch «. 
« X Forces have oblig'd the Pretender to fly out of Scot- SWnSfti 
" land ; and he is fince, as I am informed, landed near Gra- «*f Scotland. 
" velines, but I don't yet know, whether any Country in 
*' Amity with us, will give him Protection, after having 
" fo publickly invaded our Kingdom. 

" The Dangers to which the Nation was expos'd, made 
" me determine, that neither the extraordinary Rigour of 
•' the Seafon, nor any fallacious Propofal of the Rebels, 
•* Ihould divert me from ufing all poflible Endeavours to- 
" wards putting a fpeedy and effectual End to this unnatural 
" Rebellion. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

" I mull return you my 1 'hanks for the great Progrels, 
«' you have made in the Supplies. The neceflary Difpoiitions 
" are made for railing additional Forces : But as I lhall al- 
" ways confult the Eafe of my People, as far as it is con- 
" fiftent with their own Security, fo I lhall not make ufe of 
" the Confidence you have plac'd in me, unlefs the rcftlefs 
" Malice of our Enemies ihould make it neceflary to go on 
" with thofe Levies. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

'* I promife my felf, from the Zeal and Wifdom of th\& 
- Parliament, that the future Happinefs and Tran«\\u\\xy ol 
v Voi. I. J " tsvj 
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^Tiw?* 1 * " m y Sub Je&s, w *ll be eftablinYd on a folid Foundation ; 
" and fuch Meafures taken, as may deprive our Enemies at 
«• Home of the Power, fince thar alone can deprive them of 
" the Inclination, again to attempt the Difturbance of my 
M Government- This, therefore, is what I think my felf 
«* oblig'd to recommend to you, as a Deliberation of the 
*' utmoll Importance to the future Safety, Eafe, and Profpe- 
** rity of my People, 

February %o. The Houfe prefented the following Addrefc 
to the King. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 
1 TX/E your Majefty's molt dutiful and loyal Subjects, 
' VV the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament af- 
c fembled, do, with Hearts full of Gratitude, return your 
r Majefty our unfeigned Thanks for your moll gracious 

* Speech from the Throne } and do beg Leave moft hear- 

* tily to congratulate with your Majefty, upon the Succefs 
4 with which it has pleafed Almighty God fo far to blefs 

* your Arms, as to force the Pretender out of your Ma- 

* jelly's Dominions, 

* We are willing to hope, that no Prince or State in 

* Amity with your Mnjefty, will give Refuge, Countenance, 

* or Protection to a Perfon, who in fo notorious a Manner, 

* has difturb'd the Peace of your Kingdoms ; but the Dan- 

■ gers to which your Majefty's facred Perfon and Govern- 

■ ment, the Religion, Laws, and Liberties of our Country, 

* have been once expos'd by this vile Attempt, would leave 

* your Commons without Excufe to thofe they reprefent, if 

* fchey mould fee, with Patience, the Nation exposed to the 

* like Hazard for the future, by the Pretender to your 

* Majelty*s Crown being lhelter 1 d in your Neighbourhood : 

* We do therefore make it our humble Rcqueft to your 

* Majefty, that you will ufe the moft earncft and prefling 

* Inftances with all Princes and States in Amity with your 

* Majefty, that he may not be harbour'd in their Teiriio- 

* ties j and we beg Leave to give your Majefty the ftrong- 

* eft Afliirances that we will, to the utmofl of our Power, 
' contribute whatever fhall, by your Majefty, be judg'd ne- 

* ceiTary to render thofe Inftances effectual. 

* The tender Regard which your Majefty exprefles for 

* the Eafe of your People, in declining to put the Nation 

* to any farther Expence at prefent for additional Forces, 

* does, if poflible, heighten that Confidence which we fo 

* juftly had repos'd in you : But we befeech your Majefty, 

* that in fettling the Proportion of Forces to be maintain'd 

* this Yenr by Sea and Lnnd, your Majefty will have fuch 

* a Regard to the Difpofition and Preparations of our Neigh- 

'_ bouts. 
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hours, from Time to Time, as to provide effe&ually for Aiui8i.oeo.L 

ecurity of your Kingdoms againft any Power i, 
mail prefijme to countenance or abet the Pretender. Your 
Commons cannot fufficiently exprefs the jult Scnfe they 
have of your Mujefty's confummate Wifdom and firm 
Refolution not to be diverted or amus'd by any Difficult 
ties of the Seafon, or any fpecious Artifices, from pur- 
' fuing the Rebels in Scotland to their feveral Retreats, 

* fince that Method alone could reftore and fecure, with. 

* Honour, Peace and Tranquility to that Part of your 

* Dominions. 
* 'Tis with the utmoft Concern we obferve, that the 

* Malice and Inveteracy of our Enemies at Home, is (o 

* great, that they want not the Inclination to dhturb your 

* Majefty*s Government ; but your faithful Commons, in 

* Duty to your Majelly, and Love for their Country, will 

* endeavour to deprive them of the Power, by taking fuch, 
■ prudent and neceflary Meafures, as may moil effectually 

* fecure the future Safety, Eafe, and Profperity of your 

* People.' 

To which his Majefty was pleas 1 d to return the following 
Anlwer. 

Gentlemen, 

** 1 Thank you for this dutiful and affe&Eonate Addrefs, itint'j tarter. 
*' 1 I will endeavour, by all proper Means, to prevent the 
•' Pretender's being fuffefd to give perpetual Jealoufics, by 
** continuing in our Neighbourhood j and will, if the Ad- 
" vices I fhall receive from Abroad do render it neceflary, 
•• not lofe any Time in making fuch an Augmentation of 
•• Forces by Sea and Land, as may, with the Bleffing of 
tod, effectually anfwer your Wiihes to fee the Nation 
«' fecur'd from any foreign or intetline Attempt whatfoever." 

February 21. Several Petitions were deliver'd to the Houfe TV commonu 
of Commons in Behalf of the Earl of Dcrwentwater, Lord {""y Appling »■ 
Widdrington, Earl of Nithifdale, Earl of Camwath, Lord fttiSSST 
Vifcount Kenmure, and Lord Nairn, after Sentence of Lord, • 
Death had been pall on them ; neverthelefs, though many 
Members were inclined to Mercy, yet, upon a Motion mada 
by thofe of the contrary Opinion, who were for having the 
Law executed in its full Rigour, and therefore were defirous 
to be rid of any farther Importunities on this Account, the 
Que It ion was pur, that the Houfe mould adjourn to the firit 
of March, which was carry "d ia the Affirmative, by a Ma- 
jority of feven Voices only. 

March |, The Parliament met, according to their Ad- 
J9iUBHCR£ ; The next Day Mr Lcchm.e madx a, S^«,Vvqk 

I 4 \V; 
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the Male-adminiftration of the Miniftry during the tail Years 
of the late Queen, particularly with Relation to the Hard- 
ships then put on the Diflenters, who, he added, were firm 
Friends to the Protcllant Succeffion ; and the vifible Conni- 
vance and Favour fhewn to the Roman CathoKcks, the open 
and declar'd Enemies of it and of the IUuftrious Houfe of 
Hanover ; and concluded with a Motion for bringing in A 
Bill to Jlrcngtben the Protcttanl Ittterejl in Great Britain, bj 
inferring the Latvj ntyiu in being againjl Papiftt. He was fe- 
conded by the Lord Coningsby ; and no Member oppofing 
the Motion,, the Bill was ordered to be brought in accord- 
ingly. 

Nothing farther occur'd in the Houfe of Commons, which 
gave Occafion to any Speeches or Debates 'till the 1 9th of 
April, except their Proceedings at the Ear of the Houfe of 
Lords again ft the Earl of yPintoun.one of the feven impeached 
Lords, the Particulars of which are to be found at large in 
the STATE TRIALS, Vol.6. 

April 19. The Lords hiring fent Mr Juilice Tracy and 
Mr Juftice Dormer to acquaint the Commons, that they had 
pafs'd a Bill intituled, An A3 for enlarging the Time of Conti- 
nuance of Parliaments, appointed by an Ail made in the Gtb 
Year of King William and ^ueea Mary, to which they defir'd 
their Concurrence : The Lord Gucrnfey immediately mov'd, 
to reject the Bill, without reading it : But becaufe that would 
have been an unprecedented Method of Proceeding, the Houfe 
would not agree to it, but read the Bill the firlt Time, and 
the Queftion being put, that it be read a fecond Time, there 
arofe a Debate that lallc J about L.vo Hours. The molt re- 
markable Objection that was then urg'd again ft the Bill, was, 
' That it was an Impofition of the Lords, to take upon them 
to dire£l the Commons in a Matter which concern'd them 
only, as Guardians of the Rights and Liberties of the Peo- 
ple.' But to this it was anfwer'd, * That even the Triennial 
AEt itfclf was begun in the Houfe of Lords, who, as Part of 
the Legislature, are no lefs Guardians of the Liberties of the 
Subjeft than the Commons themfelves. At length it was 
carry 'd by a Majority of 276 agn.inft t 56, that the Bill mould 
be read a fecond Time on the Tuefday following. 

April 24. Six Petitions, viz. Of the Boroughs and Towns 
of Marlborough, Midhurft, Haftings, Cambridge, Abingdon, 
and Ncwcaflle under Line, againft the Bill, being prefented 
to the Houfe and read, they were feverally ordered to lie 
= lic Table. Then the Bill was read the fecond Time ; 
and p. Motion being maJ , and the Queftion put, That it be 
committed, there arofe a warm Debate, that tailed from 
two in the Afternoon 'till near Eleven at Night. The 
ten fo* the Bill were, Mr Lyddal, Member for Lefts 

v.uUiel ,' 
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withiel; MrTrevanian, Knight of the Shire for Cornwall ; Anns i. on. i. 
Mr Molineux, {a) Member for Boffiney ; Sir John Brown- s^t^m^j 
low, Bart, {b) Knight of the Shire for Lincoln; MrHamp- MrTrevanian# 
den, (c) Member for Buckinghamshire ; Mr Molefworth, (dj Mr MoUijwix. 
Member for St Michael ; Mr John Smith, (*) Member for Mr Sampan. *" 
Eaftlow; Lord Scanhope, (f) Member for St Germains ; Kh^i*.' 
Mr Young, (g) Member for Honiton ; Mr Craiggs, {b) ]^^^ ,0 ^ z ' 
Member for Tregony ; Lord Coningsby, (/') Member for MrCraij-ns. 
Leominfter ; Mr Giles Erie, {A) Member for Chippenham ; BrcaMS* 
Sir Richard Steele, (/) Member for Borough- Bridge ; Mr sir Richard Steele. 
Nevile, Member for Berwick ; Sir Charles Turner, (m) ^385 Tamer; 
Member for Lynn ; Sir William Thompfon, (a) Member sir wu.Thompfon. 
for Ipfwich ; Sir Jofeph Jekyll, (o) Member for Lymington ; sir jofeph jekylL 
Gen. Stanhope, (/>) Member for Cockermouth ; Mr Aiflabie, Mr n A?fl^?e nhope ' 
(f) Member for Ripon. The Speakers againft the Bill were, 
Mr Robert Heyfham, (r) Member for London ; Mr Snell, JJ; ^ Hc > rfluni * 
Member for Gloucester ; Mr Shippen, Member for Newton; Mr shinpen. 
Lord Paget, {j) Member for Staffordfhire ; Mr Wykes, Jffyjwjj 
Member for Northampton ; Mr Hutchinfon, (/) Member Mr Harchinfon. 
for Haftings ; Mr JefFeries, (u) Member for Droitwich ; Mr Jeffrie*. 
Sir Thomas Crofs, Bart. Member for Weftminfter ; Sir sir Tbo. c«>&. 
William Whitlock and Mr William Bromley, Members for J^wBwSS?* 
the Univcrixty of Oxford ; Mr Archer, Member for War- Mr Archer. 
wicklhire , Lord Guernfey, Member for Surrey; Sir Thomas ^tjSIhSS&t. 
Hanmer, Member for Suffolk ; General Rofs, Member for ci:n. rois. 
the Shire of Rofs ; Sir Robert Raymond, (w) Member for sirRob - *»r™»*- 
Ludlow ; Mr Hungerford, (*) Member for Scarborough ; M f Hunjwrfard. 
Mr Ward,' (y) Member for Thetford ; Mr Walter Chet- MrWaT.c'hetwyiKi. 
wynd, (jz) Member for Stafford ; Mr Lechmere, (aa) Mem- Mr Lechmcre. 
ber for Cockermouth. Mr 

{%) Secretary tt the Prinze i/Walcs. (b) Created Lird Vifcmnt Tyr- 
connel of Ireland, May 14, 1718. (c) Vide P. 19. (d) fmmlffi:- 
mer of Trade, avd Lieutenant General of the QtjL:an:e, created Lird t'if- 
eo.it.' Molefworth of Ireland, June 13, 1716. (c) One of ike Tellers of 
the Exchequer. He -was Speaker oftbt Parliament thft in 1707. (f) Gen- 
tleman of the Bedchambtr to tlx Prince, mm Earl of Chefterficld. 
fa) CommiJJtincr for Jlating the Debts due to the Army, afterward Secretary 
fir Scotland, made Kniglt of the Bath, and Commiffkncr of the Admi- 
ralty, then a Comm'JJimer of the Treafury, mw Secret a-y at War. (h) Cof- 
ferer to the Prince, afttivcarc's Secretary at War, and then Principal Secre- 
tary if Sate, (i) Vide P. 1 9. (k) Gram of the Bedchamber to tha 
Prince, made one of the Clerks Comptrollers of his Majefty's HmfehoU, Jince 
m Commiff.oner of the Revenue in Ireland, and. truw Commit ner of the 
Teeaf-ry. (]) Majlce of ihj Phrhoife, ana one of the Con-.miJh,:ers of for- 
feited Elates. (m) C mir'JJiiMrr of the Treafury, afterwards created » 
Baronet, an I madta Teller if the Exchequer, (n) Recorder of London, 
afterwards Gtffiivr Ba:-o:t, and then a Baron <£gbc Exchequer. (0) Vide 
P. 19. (p) Vide P. 1 4. (qj Vide P. i9.Tr) Alderman of London. 
(s) Mad* Gentleman of tbe Ueicbam'e.' to the Prince, (t) Vide P. *8. 
(Ul A Welfh Judge in tlie late Reign, (w) Vide P. 13. (x) C^rfitor 
*f Ybrkflihe and \v eftmoreland. fyj A Welfh Judge in ihe lite Reign, 
fz) Crtmtti Lxri Vijcmit Chetwynd of Ireland,' June 1, iw, (pi) 
Vide P. Jf, 
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Mr Lyddal, who opened the Debate, /poke as follows : 

Mr Speaker, 
' You have now under your Consideration a Matter of as 
£;& d j£!L S " ccch great Weight and Importance, as, I believe, ever came be- 
fore any Parliament ; for where the Rights and Liberties of 
the Subjeft appear to be concern' d, then certainly it is fit to 
proceed with die ut-nioit Caution and Regard. The Trien- 
nial Aft was, no doubt, originally intended as a Barrier and 
Defence of thofe Rights and Liberties, againft any oppreflive 
or arbitrary Invafions of the Crown : And tho* wc are fo 
happy as to have a good Prince now upon the Throne, who is 
likely to be fucceeded by one equally fo, yet fuch great Blef- 
fings were never entail'd upon a People. No Body can be 
more for fupporting the juft Prerogative, than I am, becaufe 
I always take it to be a Power of doing Good : And therefore, 
if upon the ilriftell Examination I could find, that what is at 
prefent propos'd, would throw the Batlance of Power too 
much on the Side of the Crown, I ftiould then think it not 
only hurtful and dangerous to the Publick, but fatal and de- 
ltruftiveto the Conllitution. In order to enter farther into 
this Subject, it is proper to look back from whence a Bill of 
this Kind firil took its Rife : In the Year 1640 a Bill for Tri- 
ennial Parliaments, or that which was very like it, was pafs'd; 
but with a Claufe in it, of a hard and compulfory Nature, 
derogatory to the Crown, and, indeed, unreafonable in itfelf, 
with many other difagreeable Circumibuices. It is well 
known what was the Ccnfequence of thofe unhappy Differ- 
ences, between the King and his People. After the Reite- 
ration, in the 16th of King Charles II. this Aft, which im 
mediately preceded a long and bloody Civil War, was re- 
peal'd by another Aft, the Preamble of which is very remark- 
able : And thus Things remain'd 'till fome Time after the 
Revolution, when King William was prevail'd upon to pafc 
this now, I hope, dying Law. I am fure nothing could pre- 
vail with me either to enlarge or alter this Aft, were I not 
convine'd by comparing the Arguments on both Sides, that 
the not doing of it is liable to more Inconvenience and Dan- 
ger. If you do it, you effectually ftrengrhen the Hands of 
the King ; fettle and maintain the Proteilant Succeffion, by 
deftroying the vain Hopes of all its Enemies, both at Home 
and Abroad. You encourage your Allies to join with you, 
ray, and to depend that what mall hereafter be llipulated and 
agreed upon, will be punftually perfornVd. This Experi- 
ment may, perhaps, at firlt difquiet the Minds of the People ; 
efpecially when they are exafperated by all the Endeavours of 
Men averfe and difaffeftcd to the Government. However, a 
little Time will fhew, that it will entirely break our Parties 
,*j?d Pjvijionjj and, by &W Means lay a firm and folid Foun- 

to* 
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iktian for the future Tranquility and Happinefs of this King- 
dom, Befides, if this Opportunity be loft, you may poflibly 
never have another, at leaft fo' good a one, not only to con- 
quer, but even to eradicate that Spirit of Jacobitifm, which 
has long dwelt among us, and has more than once brought this 
Nation to the very Brink of Ruin and Deftruclion. Since 
therefore, with much Danger and Difficulty, we have at laft 
fecur'd our Religion, Laws, and Liberties, when all was at 
Stake, from the Treachery of the late Miniftry, the unaccount- 
able Proceedings of the laft Triennial Parliament, why fhould 
you run the Rifle of having a new one fo foon, firft chofen by 
French Money, and then voting by French Directions ? Since 
the King and his Parliament exert their united Power for the 
Good of the Publick, and to retrieve the Honour of the Nati- 
on, why mould they not continue longer together, that they 
may finifh what they have fo unanimoufly and fo happily 
begun ? 

Upon the whole, Sir, the Electors and People of all the 
Boroughs in England having been, for feveral Years paft, both 
brib'd and preach d into the Pretender's Inrereft, and a Dif- 
like of the Proteftant SucCefllolJ, it becomes rather Neceflity 
than Choice to apply an extraordinary Remedy to an extra- 
ordinary Difeafe : Therefore I mall give you no farther 
Trouble, but make you a very fhort Motion* which is, '(bat 
ibis Bill be committed. 

Mr. Shippen fpoke againft the Bill as follows : 
Mr. Speaker, 

• I know my Duty to this Houfe, and the Confequence of 
any unguarded Expreffions better than to fay, that by any w«eii r «aJta*C» 
Bills we have already pafs'd, we have made fo wide a Gap in 
the Conftitution, that the Force of the Law is in a Manner de- 
ftroy'd j or that, by any Thing we have done, we have piv'd 
the Way to adefpotick and military Government, the greatdt 
Calamity that can befal a frceborn People. Sucli Reflections 
may come from Perfons without Doors, who, tho' they may 
with Juflice complain when their Liberties are invaded, yet 
cannot always enter into the Depth and VVifdom of our Coun- 
fels, and are too apt to cenfure what they do not understand. 
No Member can regularly arraign any Bills the fame Seftiou 
they have obtain'd the Force and Sanction of Laws. But this. 
Bill, tho' it hath already got through the mott difficult Part 
of itsP.-iflage, and tho'itwillin all Probability bejhc next Law 
that fhall be made, is yet unpaid, is yet before us for our 
Consideration, and vvc have a Right to treat it with Freedom : 
Freedom of Speech, I prcfumc, will not only be allow'd, but 
is expected on this Occafion, I hope therefore, as the Sufinefs 
rif this Day hath rah'd an univeifal Expectation throughout 
igdom, fo Gentlemen who are more able, (nottt i^ mote 
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willing than my felf) will appear with Refotut 

in this important Debate ; in this, perhaps, our lalt Struggle 

for the Liberties of thofe we reprefent. 

* I think, then, all the Arguments which have been us" d 
for this Bill, are grounded on mere Surmifes and Imagina- 
tions only ; are either trifling in themfelves, or dangerous in 
their Confequence. 

1 One main Reafon urg'd, both in the Preamble of the 
Bill, and in the Debates of the Gentlemen who arc for it, 
is this : 

' That the Difaffeftions of the People are fo great, and 
the Enemies of the Government both at Home and Abroad 
fo watchful, that new Elections will accafion new Riots, re- 
kindle the Rebellion, and be deftructive to the Peace and 
Security of the Government, which will all be prevented 
by continuing this good Parliament, and making the Time 
of its Diifolution uncertain. 

■ If this Argument be apply'd to the Miniilry, I can only 
anfwer, that it is no Concern of ours, whether they have 
render'd themfelves odious to the People, or not. They 
are more properly the Object of our Jealoufy, than of our 
Care. They may be dellroy'd, and the Government fub- 
Bnt if it be apply' d to his Majefly, as it muft be to 
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make it any Inducement to pafs this Bill, I will venture to 
fay, that none of thofe, who are caird Enemies to the Go* 
vernment, and Abettors of the Rebellion, could have offer 'd 
an Argument fo injurious to his Majefty's Honour. For 
wiih what Face can any good Subject infmuate, that in the 
Infancy of his Reign he hath depriv'd himfelf of the Love 
and Affection of a People, who fo lately receiv'd him with 
the utmofl Exprefilons of Joy? What an unjuft Idea mm! 
this give of his moil mild and gracious Government ? But 
the Affertion is the more injurious, becaufe it is entirely 
groundless.. For when thefe pretended Dif> factions were 
at the higheft, it appear 1 d how impotent they were, how 
far from being univerfal, by the eafy and fudden Sup- 
preffion of the Rebellion ; and by Confequence how abfo- 
lutely his Majefly reignM in the Hearts of his Subjects. 
Now the Rebellion is fupprcfs'd, if there fhoutd be any 
Remains of thofe who are ill difposd, the Fate of their 
Friends, whilft the Terror of it is freih in their Minds 
will reilrain them from any future Attempt. Bcfides, the 
Hands of the Government are ftrengthen'd. The Habeas- 
Corpus Act is not only now, but may be again fufpended : 
You have a numerous Handing Army distributed thro 1 the 
Kingdom, to controul and awe unruly Spirits. But fup- 
pofe the Difaffections of the People to be as great, fuppofe 
the Faction, fpoke of in ^ Viewable, <q be as reWcfs and 
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designing, as is affirm'd j is this the Way to extinguish Ani- 
mofitier, to heal Divisions, and to reconcile Parties ? No, 
Sir, it will rather create Difconteuts, where there are none 
already : It will rather give OccaSion to thofe that are dif- 
affecled, to rail at your Proceeding' i to fay, that your Actions 
are Such that you dare not venture on new Elections i and 
who knows what fuch Suggestions may produce r Tii pof- 
fible when the three Years, for which you are now cholen, 
Shall expire, they may infill, that they are unrepresented in 
Parliament ; and this will be a better Handle, a raore plau- 
fible Foundation, for the Faction to work upon, than they 
could have at the Time of a regular Election. Now, if the 
Continuance of this Parliament be intended only to calm 
Men's Minds, and that it is hop'd this Storm may by Degrees 
fubfule,Gentlcmen will bepleas'd to confider, that we are but 
a little above a Year old, though we have done fo many 
great and glorious Things, and that there will be no Necef- 
fity, as the Law Hands, of a DiSTolution this Year and half; 
and that no Body can imagine Difcontents will lalt fo long 
under fo wife, fo unerring, fo pacifick an Administration, as 
we n6w enjoy. 

• Another Reafon infilled on, is, That as the Continuance 
of this Parliament may prevent Commotions at Home, fo it 
may hinder any Invafion from Abroad, by encouraging our 
ancient Allies to enter into new Treaties with us, which they 
will not otherwife do, 

' This is a Secret which, in my humble Opinion, ought 
not to have been revealed ; this is an Argument highly im- 
proper to be urg n d in a BridSh Parliament : For it fuppofes, 
that our Allies prefcribe lo our Counfcls, and that they ex- 
pect we Should alter the prefent Frame of our Constitution, 
before they will favour us with their Friendships ; which is a 
Thought not to be endured in this Fh.ce, where fo man/ 
Millions have been raifed for their Service, and muft move 
the Indignation of every Englishman, especially if it comes 
from any State that firfl receiv'd its Being, and afterwards 
its Protection, from England- I hope never to fee this Na- 
tion brought fo low, that the Crown Shall be directed, as 
was once attempted, when to remove or keep its Minuten, 
when to diflblve or continue its Parliaments. Sir, his Maje- 
sty, as King of Great Britain, is the Arbiter of Europe, and 
may dictate to other Nations. They will, for I 
Sakcs, court his Friendship ; they have a! way a found their 
Account in being Allies to the Crown h The Gri- 

iilh Trcafurc, and the British Armies, have made them tri- 
i over their Enemies, and eltabliSh the Balance they 
wanted. Tis farther faid, ti- .■■ ill rc-dots 

the Prerogative to part of i t* Power, which i&Cf&mtf&'toj 
Vol. I K 
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amos. gw.1 the Triennial Aft Now, if this Bill is to be underftaod to 
•^/^^j .relate to Alliances, it weakens and not Strengthens the Pre- 
rogative. For it is an InAnuation, that the People have 
fomething to do in making Treaties, which mult ever be 
deny'd by the Friends of the Crown, where the fole undif- 
puted Right is lodg'd by the Constitution of this Kingdom. 
Befides, if that was any Confederation here, this Argument 
is alio a Reflection on the prefent Ministry, who are to have 
the Honour to advife his Majefty in any Alliances he {hail 
think fit to make : For it hath an Appearance, as if they 
durit not look a new Parliament in the Face ; or, as if by 
fome Demerit or other, they mould not contihue in their 
Polls, without the Help of this Bill, long enough to affifl 
in fupporting thofe Alliances when made. 'Tis true, we 
have had of late a Sort of Triennial Miniflers, as well as 
Parliaments. But we are to hope, that the prefent Set of 
Ministers, who fo far furpafs all their PredecefTors in Wif- 
dom and Virtue, will behave fo well, as to deferve the Con- 
tinuance of his Majelty's Favour, and the Kingdom's Appro- 
bation. Their Friends ought therefore rather to reject, than 
to inforce this Argument, as reflecting on them, and ground- 
lefs in it felf. 

* There is another Reafon, drawn from the great and con- 
tinu'd Expences occafion'd by frequent Ele&ions, which is 
fo weak, that it fcarce deferves to be taken Notice of. For 
every Gentleman is a Judge of his own Circumstances, whe- 
ther he will or can be at the neceflary Expences of an Elec- 
tion : Corrupt ones arc not to be fuppos'd, efpecially in this 
.Houfe, which, all the World knows, was chofen without 
the lead Corruption, without the lead Violence, without the 
Jeaft improper Influence whatsoever. 

« As to what is faid, That frequent Parliaments are the 
Caufe of obJlru&ing Juilice, and hinder Candidates from be- 
ing impartir.l in the Distribution of it ; 'tis equally trifling 
with the Reafon laft mentioned ; and, if any, is an Argu- 
ment only for making Parliaments perpetual. For he who 
will be a great deal byafs'd by his Hopes of fecuring his Seat 
in a Triennial Parliament, will, by the fame Principle, be 
a little wrrp'd by his Expectation of fitting in a Septennial 
one ; and he ought in neither Cafe to be a Member of this 
Hcufe j For nothing can effectually cure fuch a. Difpofition t 
it will never be able to refiit greater Temptations, and Court- 
Preferments. 

« Thcfe are the chief Arguments for pafGng this Bill j and 
I hnmbly conceive they now appear to be of no gre^t Weight:. 
But the Rcafons for letting the Law (land as it does, are fach 
%s, in my Opinion, cannpr. receive an Anfwer. 
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•■ Firft, If there were not abundance of other Arguments Amet.p».X. 
againlt this Bill, the Manner of its coming hither, is a fuffi- ^ ^Tj- 
cient Objection to it. 'Tis fent from the Lords, and as it 
chiefly relates to our felves, I fhall apprehend it incontinent 
with our Honour to receive it. We ought to imitate the 
Spirit which our Predeceffors ever fhew*d in refilling ..11 At- 
tempts of this Kind, all Appearances of Innovation by the 
Lords. Our Predeceffors were fo very jealous of their Privi- 
leges, that they never fail'd to exert themfelves, even on the 
fmallelt and mod minute Occasions. Shall we then ! fhal! 
• this glorious Houfe of Commons be fo far from doing that, 
as humbly to take a new Model of our Conftitution front 
them ? Surely we fhall not fit tame, and acquiefce meanly, 
when they think fit to itrike at the Foundations of this 
Houfe. 

.' But if any here could be inclinable to receive the Dic- 
tates of the Lords, or, to fpeak out, the Dictates of the Mi- 
niftry, I humbly apprehend it is not in our Power to confent 
to this Bill. For I cannot conceive, by any Rule of Reafon 
or Law, that we, who are only Reprefentatives, can enlarge 
to oar own Advantage y the Authority delegated to us ; or 
that, by Virtue of that Authority, we can deflroy the Fun- 
damental Rights of our Conftituents. I know indeed, that 
the Notion of the radical Power of the People hath been ex- 
tended to a Degree of Extravagance and Abfurdity, which 
I would never be fuppos'd to contend for. But it is felf- 
evident, that this Power with Relation to the Part we bear 
in the Legillaturc, is abfolutely, is folely in the Electors. 
You have no Legislative Capacity, but what you derive from 
them. You were chofen under the Triennial Aft, and could 
only be chofen for three Years, unlefs they could* convey 
more to others, than they had in themfelves ; unlefs they 
could give us a longer Term to reprefent them, than they 
could claim at the Time of their Choice to be reprefented. 
Our Trull therefore is a Triennial Trufl ; and if we endea- 
vour to continue it beyond its legal Duration, from that In- 
ftant we ceafe to be the Truftees of the People, and are our 
own Electors ; from that Inftant we aft by an afTum'd Power,. 
and ereel a new Conftitution. If we could diffolve or alter 
the Form of any one Part of the Legiflature, why not of the 
whole ? And that is aDo&rinelprefume will not be advanced 
here ; I am fure it will never be allow'd in any other Place, 
But I know it is a very unacceptable Way of Speaking, to 
difpute the Power of thofe to whom one fpeaks ; and it may 
be thought a Prefumption if I mould affirm in this prcfeat 
Parliament, which hath given fo many Proofs of its OmnU 
pptence, that even the whole Legiflature cannot do every> 
Tfeing. J muft however always be of Opinion}- that tlua? 
K z ifc* 
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A,no wt? ' 1 ' '* ** * *«ceitr*d Maxim in civil Science, that the fupfeam Le- 
-giflature cannot be bound ; yet an imply'd Exception muft 
be underftood, viz. that it is reftrainM from fubverting the 
Foundations on which it Hands ; and that it ought not, on 
any Pretence whatfoever, to touch or alter thofe Laws, which 
are fo far admitted into the Constitution, as to become effen- 
tial Parts of it. I am alfo of Opinion, that we cannot pafs 
this Bill, becaufe it would be an Infraction of the Aft of 
Union, which I hear aJmoft every Day in this Place call'd an 
Irrepealable and Fundamental Law. But fince the Reprefen- 
tatives of North Britain are fatisfy'd in that Point, it would 
be highly impertinent in me to infill upon it. 

' But if nothing flood in your Way, if it was never fo 
much in your Power, I think you ought not to repeal the 
Triennial Aft, except in the Lift Extremity, and in the moft 
imminent Danger of the State. This Law was one of die 
Fruits of the Revolution : This Law reflor'd the Freed o m 
and Frequency of Parliaments, fo far as was confiflent with 
the Circumftances of that Reign, which was involved in a 
War, and had Occafion for conflant and heavy Taxes : 
This Law was a Concefuon made to the People by Kins 
William, in the midfl of his Difficulties ; and I own thi 
Policy of thofe Miniflers, who fhall advife his Majefty to 
give his Royal Affent to the repealing of it, is of too re- 
fin 'd and delicate a Nature for my Underflanding. For 
iince his Majefly has been pleas'd to propofe that Prince as 
a Pattern to himfelf, and is purfuing his Steps with fo much 
Glory, it will be a Matter of Ailonifhment, to thofe who 
are not in the Secret of Affairs, to fee, that in the Reign of 
the one King every Thing fhould be done to enlarge the 
Liberties of the People, and. to reflrain his Succeffors from 
being capable of relapfing iqto the Errors and Abufes of 
former Princes j and that in the Reign fof the other, there 
fhould be the leafl Appearance of doing any Thing which 
might but feem to ftretch the Prerogative, to invade, and 
fhock the Rights and Privileges of the Subjeft, when both 
fhall be found to rule by the fame Principles of Liberty, 
and by the fame Maxims of Government. 

* The Triennial Aft is grounded on the ancient Ufage 
and Con Hi tut ion of Parliaments ; as it is intended to ob- ' 
lige the Crown to call them frequently. For, that Par- 
liaments were held frequently, half yearly, or annually at 
kaft, appears not only from the befl Accounts we have 
of the firft Inftitution of them, and by the two Afts of Ed- 
ward III, but by the Writs of Summons flill extant, and 
by feveral authentick Inftruments and Records. However 
fatisfaftory it might be on any other Occafion, I am fenfible 
that a Deduction of (he Hiftory of .ancient Parliaments, as 

' they 
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they were fucceffivcly call'd, would be very tedious and 
unentertaining in this Debate ; and I will therefore only 
mention two Records. ' One is that famous Instrument of Ed- 
ward I, concerning the Animus Cenfus', then claim'd by the 
Popes from the Crown of England ; wherein he takes No- 
tice, that fome Arrears, incurr'd on that Head, had not 
been rais'd, as they onght to have been in Parliament/), quod 
circa OSlavas Rifurredionis Dominic* eelebrari in Anglia 
coafuevit : But he promifes that he would recommend the 
Payment of the Money due, in alio Parliament nojiro, quod 
ad Jinem Saticli Michaelis proxime futuri inter.dimus, dant'e 
Domino, celebrare. The other Record is a Reprefentation 
from the Parliament to Richard II, fome Paflkges of which 
are thefe — S^uod ex antique Statuto babenl, iff Con/uetudine 
laudabili & approbate, cujus contrarietati dici turn ivleiit. 
That the King is to call Dominos & Procures Regni atque 
Communes femtl in Anno ad Parliamentum fuum, tanquam ad 
fummam Curiam totius Regni. That if the King— a Parlia- 
mtnlo fuo fe alienavcrit fua Jpoute, non aliqua infirmitate out 
ali qua alia de cattfa neceffitatis, fed per immoderatam volunta- 
tim proteryeje fubtraxerit per abfentiam temporis Quadraginta 
Durum, tanquam de vexatione Populi Jui fcf gravibus expenfis 
Oram non cur am, ex tunc licit urn omnibus & Jtngulis eorum 
abjqut Domigenio Regis redire ad propria, & unicuique eorum in 
Patriam juam remeare. 

' From the former of thefe Records, 'tis obvious to ob- 
serve, that Edward the I, who was one of our beft Princes, 
and fo great a Preferver of the Laws of his Kingdom, that 
he is juftly call'd by the Hiftorians the Englilh Juftinian, 
chofe, rather than to prolong the Sitting of his Parliament 
beyond their ufual Time, to diffolve one, tho* it had not 
finifh'd its necefTary Bufinefs, and to fummon another with- 
in the Space of a few Months. 

* From the other 'tis very remarkable, that Richard II. 
who is laid to be one of the word Kings that ever fat on the 
Throne of England, by abfenting himfelf from the Bufinefs 
of Parliaments, and by that Mdans continuing their Seffions 
beyond their proper and accuftom'd Time, drew upon him- 
felf a (harp Remonftrance from both Houfes, and was at lait, 
for fuch Practices, amongft other Things, depos'd. 

' Many Reigns after this, Henry VIII. accomplifh'd what 
Richard II. only attempted, and he continu'd his lait Parlia- 
ment ad libitum without Reproof. But 'tis well known what 
exorbitant Powers they veiled him with ; and God forbid we 
Arnold have any Refemblance of thofe Times j for that Par- 
liament a&ed like Slaves, and that King a£ted like a Tyrant. 

* Bat if the Triennial Law had not been grounded on the 
Radons of Antiquity, and the original Ufage of PaiUaxneite* 

Vx 
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AM0 »- 1 £ eo - L it was more than a reasonable Indulgence from the Throne 
to the People, who had ftruggled for a Revolution, on Ac- 
- count of the Abufes of Parliaments, and the Endeavours to 
render them infignificant. 'Tis true, that Prince once de- 
ny'd iiis Royal Aflent to it: But afterwards he confider'd, 
that it could be no Diminution of his Prerogative, no Ble- 
mifh to his Regal Power, to retrieve the Honour and Dig- 
nity of Parliaments, as they were his Support, as they were 
the efTential Part of that Conftitution he came to fave ; and 
this he found he could only do by the frequent Calling of 
them. 

« Beiides, this Law was not only a reafonable Indulgence 
to the People, as hath been faid, in that it gave them fre- 
quent Opportunities of changing their Members, when they 
did not approve their Behaviour, and was of Advantage to 
the Publick, -in making them act with more than ordinary 
Caution and Circumspection; but it prov'd of great Service to 
the Crown : For by frequent Parliaments the Crown could 
only know the immediate Senfe of the Nation, which is ab- 
folutely neceflary for a Prince to know on all Emergencies. 
However inconvenient this Law may now be thought to the 
Crown, and however oppofite to Come Projects and Schemes 
an active Miniftry may have in View, I appeal to experiene'd 
Members whether they think, or can imagine, that the 
Crown could have got half the Money it hath been fupply'd 
with fince the Revolution, but by new and frefti Elections. 
Such grievous and perpetual Taxes would never have been 
endur'd from a itale and continu'd Parliament. There is no 
Injury or Di (honour therefore to the Crown, to be oblig'd, 
by a Law, to do what, in Juftice to the Subject, and Con- 
venience to itfelf, it ought to do without a Law. 

' But if you had a Power to repeal this Law, and exercifo 
that Power, the People would be in a much worfe Condition, 
than if it had never been granted to them. They would be 
be bound up for ever in a Legislative Way, the only Way 
effectually and irrecoverably to lofe their Liberties. They 
would by us, their Reprefentatives, condemn fliort and fre- 
quent Parliaments, and eftablifh long and penfion'd ones, 
which is a new Doctrine, and fuch as was never before ad- 
vane'd by the Commons of Great Britain. 

' Surely t^ere muft be fome fecret Caufe, fome latent Rea- 
fon for hurrying on this Bill in fo precipitate a Manner. The' 
true Rcafon, I believe, is not declar'd ; and for my Part, I 
cannot but fufpect, that the Miniftry have fomething to do 
which they apprehend will not be acceptable to a new Parlia- , 
ment, and which will not ftand the Tell of the Nation. ' I 
fay, it muft be fomething they have to do ; for I am confi- 
dent {hey do not felf condemn thcmfclves, for what they' 
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have already done. They have no Remorfe of Confcience Anno *- 1 ^ tfct ' 
for apprehending fo many hundred Gentlemen, and confining \ m s~>f< m / 
them in Prifon fo many Months without Examination. For 
fuch Confinements were not only neceflary to fupprefs the Re- 
bellion, but we have been told were intended as a Favour and 
Kindnefs to the Perfons who were fo confin'd. It muft there- 
fore be fome new Work they have upon their Hands ; what 
that Work is, I will not prefume to guefs. But I will pre- 
fume to fay, what it cannot be. It cannot be a Defign to 
abolifh the Limitations of the Aft of Settlement, with Rela- 
tion to Foreigners ; becaufe that is no lefs than an open Vi- 
olation of our new Magna Charta, and an entire Infraction 
of our original Contract, as the Government now ftands. 

* I fear I have quite wearied your Patience, but the Im- 
portance of the Subject will in fome Meafure excufe me, and 
I have but a very few Words now to add. I hope you will 
rejeft and not commit this Bill. For there is nothing more 
certain, than that it will be to your Dilhonour and DifTer- 
vice to pais it, if we may reafon of what will be, by what 
hath been. Long Parliaments then will naturally grow either 
formidable or contemptible. 

' We have an Inftance , of the one, in the long Parlia- 
ment of King Charles Firft, which to its eternal Infamy 
overtum'd the beft Conftitution in the World, the Church 
and Monarchy of this Nation. 

' We have a Proof of the other in the long Parliament of 
King Charles the Second. I alk Pardon if I am heard by 
any that were Members of it, but I only repeat what others 
have faid. There was a famous Simile apply'd by (yuHan) 
Johnfon to that Parliament, which I the rather mention, be- 
caufe it was much applauded by the Patrons of Liberty, and 
Lovers of Parliaments; and becaufe I know the Author is. 
efteem'd above his Deferts by fome Gentlemen, who are now 
debating for long Parliaments ; 'tis this, ' That a (landing 
' Parliament will always ftagnate, and be like a Country- 
* Pond, which is over-grown with Ducks-Meat. 

' I make no Application ; no Man will, or can, with any 
Colour of Truth or Reafon, apply it to this Parliament. 
This Parliament is fo far from beicg a flagnating Pool, that 
it might rather be compared to a rapid Stream, or an irrefifti- 
ble Torrent, which, if contiou'd, will bear down all before it. 

To this Speech of Mr. Shippen's, Mr. Hampden replied 
as follows. 

Mr. Speaker, 

* The Houfe is now enter'd on the Exercife of a Power, m.- H""*** ' 
which, of Right, and agreeable to the Conftitution, belongs **" * 

to them: I "mean, that Branch of Power which they, &% a. ¥att 
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of the Legislature, have, of repealing Laws, or extending and 
limiting them, in fuch Manner as mall appear to them moft 
conducing to the Service of their Country. As this Right of 
altering the Laws docs- undoubtedly belong to the Legifk- 
ture, it ought to be us'd with the utmoft Regard : fince 'tis 
equally a Crime to enervate Laws that are found to be aSup- 
port to our Government, as to omit the abolifhing or fufpend- 
ing fuch as have not anfwer'd their End when made, or, 
which is worfe, as have prov'd detrimental. 

' It is a commendable Zeal, when Gentlemen in their De- 
bates exprefs a Tendernefs for the exifting Constitution of 
their Country, and their Apprehenfions of the leaft Innovati- 
on in the Frame of the Government ; and I am not furpriz'd 
that it is objected, in fo popular a Manner, that the Paffing 
of this Bill for fufpending the Law for the Election of Trien- 
nial Parliaments, is to Tap the Foundation of oar Englifh 
Liberties. 

* But if, upon an impartial Enquiry, it {hall appear, that 
this Bill, which was made for the Benefit of the Nation, has, 
in no Refpecl, anfwer'd the Purpofes for which it was calcu- 
lated when made into a Law, I prefume it may be alloW'd, 
that the Danger in fufpending it is more imaginary than real. 

' And fince it is as unjuftifiable to be tenacious of a Mat- 
ter that has no Argument to fupport it, as not to give Way "to 
what Experience has demonstrated, if this Bill mould, in its 
Confequences, be void of Proof of its anfwering the Ends for 
which it was made, I hope it will not be fo great a Crime to 
fufpend it, as it has, with Induftry, been reprefen ted without 
Doors. * 

' A principal Argument for continuing the Triennial BUI 
is, that it is agreeable to the ancient Laws of this Nation, 
that there fhould be frequent Parliaments. I find by the 
Laws I have look'd over that Parliaments ought to be fre- 
quently held ; but I find it no where laid down as a Funda- 
mental Pofitionof the Nature of this Conilitution, that there 
fhould be frequent Elections. If Gentlemen will look to the 
Beginning of Parliaments, they will find, In the 4th, 5th, and 
36th of Edward III, that, ' For Redrefs of divers Mifchieli 

* and Grievances which daily happen, a Parliament (hall be 

* hoi den every Year or oftener, if need be.' Let it then be 
confider'd in what Manner thofe Parliaments were held : 
When a King met his Parliament, they us'd to fit ten or 
twenty Days, and then were prorogu'd or diffolv'd ; and 
there were frequent Intermiflions of Parliaments, none being 
call'd for feveral Years. By looking over the Journals, we 
find the Prorogations and DifTolutions of Parliaments. 

■ To come down to the Time of Henry VIII. few of 
his Parliaments &t mqie than. VN&ty Days, though there 
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was not a Parliament met every Year; and from the ^th Awoi.Oeo.L"i 
to the 25 th of Henry VIII, there are no Journals, and, t ^^, 
confequently, we cannot tell in what Manner Parliaments 
were held. Afterwards there were feveral Parliaments, bat 
not every Year, to the End of his Reign. 

• A Parliament was call'd the firft Year of Edward VI, 
and in five Years fat but four Months. In Philip and Mary 
there were four Parliaments, but the Seffions extremely fhort. 
From the ad to the 5th, and from the 7th to the 13th of 
Queen Elizabeth, no Parliament met, and from the 14th 
to the 25th of Queen Elizabeth, the Parliament fat only 
from the 8th of May to the 30th of June ; and four Years 
after, from the 8 th of February to the 8th of March fol- 
lowing ; and in eight Years after, never fat to do Bufinefs 
but were then diffolv'd. There were fix other Parliaments 
call'd in Queen Elizabeth's Time ; but never fat long, un- 
lefc that in the 39th of her Reign, which fat four Months. 

' The Parliament in the firft of James I, fat about four 
Months, and in three Years after, fat about eight Days. That 
Parliament was not diffolv'd 'till the 9th of James, but fat 
twice or thrice only. There were three other Parliaments 
in his Reign, but they met very feldom. 

« The Seffions in K. Charles I, were much fhorter than of 4 
late Days, with very frequent Prorogations ; and in the 16th 
of his Reign an Aft was pafs'd, For preventing Inconveniences 
by long Inter miffion of Parliaments ; by which it was provided, 
that a Parliament fhould meet every three Years ; which 
Law we find repealed in the f 6th of Charles II, by reafon 
that the Provifions in the former Law were look'd upon as 
a Derogation to his Majefty's juft and undoubted Preroga- 
tive for calling and affembling Parliaments, and might be 
an Occafion of manifold Mifchiefs, and might endanger the 
Peace of his People. The faid Aft is repeal'd, and a Pro- 
vifion made therein, that * Becaufe, by the ancient Laws of 

* this Realm, in the Reign of Edward III, Parliaments are to 

* be held very often ; the Sitting and Holding of Parliaments 

* fhall not be intermitted above three Years.* In this King's 
Reign the long Parliament was held ; and whatever Cor- 
ruptions they were tainted with, they could never be ac- 
cus'd of favouring the Caufe of France, or attempting to 
enflave their own Country. 

' In the Reign of K.James II, that unfortunate Prince, a 
Parliament was held in May 1 685, and fat above two Months, 
and was, at feveral Times, prorogu'd to November 16S7. 
Then the happy Revolution took Place ; and in the Bill of* 
Rights, 1 . Gul'ul. & Maria; it is declar'd and enafted, That 

* all the Rights and Liberties afTcrted and claim'd in the 

* (aid Declaration, are the true, ancient, end un&\&\tt<\A& 
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' Right* and Liberties of the People of this Kingdom, and 
• ought to be firmly and ftri&ly holden and obferv'd.* And 
in the fame Bill, among that long Catalogue of Grievances 
which precedes the faid Declaration, there is not the leaft 
Mention m.-.de of Want of frequent Elections, but only that 
Parliaments ought to be free. In the fixth of King William, 
this now favour'd Bill for Triennial Parliaments was pafs'd ; 
and upon this Occafiun I cannot help obferving, that it is 
fome Satisfaction, that the People abroad, who look upon 
the Reign of that Prince as a Ufurpation, mould be fond of 
any one Aft that pafs'd in that Time ; and I hope from 
hence, they may in Time be more rccoi.cil'd to the Prote- 
ftant Succeflion, which is in Confluence of that Revolution. 

* If Gentlemen will look over the Writs of Summons, 
and the Returns of thofe Writs, they will find no Mention 
how long any Parliament is to lalt ; but the Return makes 
Mention of the Perfons who are to ferve in the Parliament 
that is to meet, and be held at fisch a Time at Weftminfter. , 
It mult be allow'd, that the Parliament is fubjeft to the 
Triennial Aft while it fubfiits ; and therefore the Advan- 
tages or Inconveniences of that Law ought chiefly to be 
confider'd in the Matter now before us : And in Cafe an 
Aft be found prejudicial, if fuch a Veneration is to be 
paid to a Law, as not to alter it, from any Conviftion of 
its being infufHcient, or attended with ill Confequences, I 
think the Legiflature will become, in a Manner, ufelefs. 
I take the principal Matter to be, to examine what Benefit 
has accru'd to the Nation by virtue of this Bill, and if the 
•Inconveniences do not outweigh all the Advantages ? 

* It is pretended, that by the Triennial Elections, the 
People have an Opportunity of laying afide thofe Perfons 
with whofe Behaviour in Parliament they are difTatisfy'd, 
or luch whom they apprehend to be under Court Influences : 
I defire it may be confider'd, how very few Examples there 
are, of Perfons, who having accepted Pbxes, have not been 
re-elefted. The Reafon is very obvious : Becaufe the 
People, who love Expences, judge that a Man who has a 
Place of Profit, is much more capable of making an Ex- 
pence, than he that has none. But fwppofing any Gentle- 
man fo wickedly difpos'd, as to facrifice his Opinion to the 
Lucre of a Place, does not fuch a Pcribn, who has (pent 
five or fix hundred Pounds :.t his Eleftien, and his Cir- 
cumftances not very able to bear it, come more prepar'd 
for Court-Temptation, than if he had enjoy'd his Seat in 
Parliament, and leen free from the Trouble and Expence 
of frequent Elections ? I appeal to Gentlemen, if Expences 
are not incre.is'd ? And if any Inftance can be produe'd 
where they arc abated, nyaiv^ note may ** where thev are 
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increased; fo that the End of the Bill, in this Refped, if Anao ,*;^~- 1 
no ways anfwer'd. 

' It is faid, that Expences being voluntary, it is the Fault 
only of thofe who make them ; but when we obferve the 
Contagion of Expences to be univerfally fpread in the King' 
dom at the Time of Elections, and a DilToluticn of Man- 
ners occafion'd by fuch Expences, it is Time for the Le- 
gislature to interpofe, and prevent the dangerous Confequen- 
ces of fuch an Evil. Do Gentlemen confiJer the Dif- 
tra&ions occafion'd by Eleftion, and the Impoflibility, con- 
fidering the (mall Interval of Elections, to heal up thofe 
Wounds which the Animofities of Parties have occafion'd ; 
fo that 'tis little better than living in a continual State of 
Warfare. This is a no lefs fatal than undeniable Confe- 

Suence of this Bill, which was calculated for the Eafe of 
le Subjeft. 
« Its laid, the Rcafon of this Expedient, as it is call'd, 
is becaufe the Majority of this Parliament are Whigs : 
And tho' 'tis allow'd that this Parliament has atted for the 
Service of his Majefty and the Nation, the Proceedings of 
the laft Parliament are faid to be as meritorious of the 
King's good Opinion, and the Nation's as what this Parlia- 
ment has done. 

' It is much infilled on, that the Tories gave the Civil 
Lift : That is true ; But had they not given it, I believe 
die King would not long have been depriv'd of it. 'Tis 
faid the King was receiv'd here with the univerfal Joy of 
his People : Why did that Satisfaction ceafe fo foon ? Has 
the King done any Thing to lofe the Affedlion of fo many 
of his People ? or have his Minifters ? If his Minifters, 
why has the Spirit of Patriotifm been fo much wanting in. 
Gentlemen, as not to reprefent to the King, or in this 
Houfe, the Crimes of thofe he employs in his Service ? But 
if no real Handle for thefe Difcontents has been given by 
King or Minifters, then thofe who pretended fuch a Zeal 
for the King and his Service, at his Arrival here, atted 
a hypocritical Part, and meant nothing lefs than what they 
now make Profeffions of. Let us confider the prefent Situa- 
tion of the Minds of the People, how exafperatcd one Set 
of them are at the necefiary Profecutions of thoie, who fo 
fatally concerted the Ruin of their Country ; and to what 
Degree that reftlefs Spirit influenced the People in the late 
Rebellion ; and how induftrioufiy a falfe and miilaken Caufe 
of the Church has been of late propagated in this Nation. 

' From thefe and many other Circumftances of Affairs, and 
other Symptoms of the ill Temper of the Nation, I think the 
Difpofition of the Peoples Minds far from being fuitable to 
ihe Bufiacfc of an, Election, but rather for a R^&oiaXvoxY o$ 



( «4 ) 

Aonos.Gee.1. that Perfon, who the deluded People have been taught has 
^-S-y!^ j alone a Right to the Crown, and is to come to free you from 
the Oppreffions you now lie under. 

* So much has been faid concerning the Preparations 
which the Regent is making, by extorting vaft Sums from 
the Subjefts of France ; and fo much has been fpoken con- 
cerning our Alliances, and the Neceffity of applying our 
felves to find out effectual Methods for difcharging the pub- 
lick Debts, that after fo long a Debate, I lhaJl not trouble 
you with my Thoughts upon thofe Subjects. 

* It muft be allow'd, that the Nation has Obligation to 
thofe Patriots who fram- d this Law, with a View and Ex- 
pectation it would prove a fecure Provifion for the "Liberty 
and Eafe of the Subject : But could thofe great and honeft 
Men have forefeen into what a degenerate State this Nation 
would fall, they would have been convinced how infufficient 
and Cobweb a Remedy fuch a Bill muft prove ; and they 
would fcarce have been content with leaving to Pofterity a 
Legacy, which Experience has fliewn to be dellructive, in- 
ftead of any real Advantage to them. 

' I humbly apprehend, that when Laws do not anfwer 
their End, or prove prejudicial in their Confequences, 'tis 
the Duty of the Legislature to interpofe ; and that the Suf- 
penfion of this Bill is fo far from being a Violation of our 
Conftitution, that it is the healing a Breach made in the 
Conftitution by thofe who obtain'd this Law. 
' The Reafons why I am now for the Bill are, 
' To difpofe the People to follow their Callings and ,to v 
be induftrious, by taking from them, for a Time, the Op- . 
portunity of diftracting one another by Elections : To pre- 
vent fuch who have the Will, from the Power of giving 
any new Difturbance to the Government : To prevent ano- 
ther Rebellion, there being juft as much Realon to expect 
one this Year, as there was the laft : To check that evil 
Spirit in thofe who have fworn to the King, and rofe in 
Arms againft him, or abetted fuch who have : To difcotm- 
tenance that Spirit which lately did fo far prevail in this 
Nation, as to approve of a moft ignominious Conclufion of 
ft fuccefsful War, by a ruinous Peace : To render fruitlefi 
any concerted Project of the Regent, or any other, foreign 
Princes, to difturb this Nation at a Time when Elections, 
or the Approach of them, have rais'd a Ferment in the 
Minds of the People ; and to procure to the Clergy an 
Interval from being Politicians, that they may be the bet- 
ter able to take Care of their Flocks, in the Manner the 
Scripture has prefcrib'd. 

* For thefe and many other Reafons, too long to enume- 
fafc at this Time, I an for fhs Cwimitmen \ pf this Bill. 

•-ffc 
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Sir Richard Steele fpoke next for the Bill as follow, *""•*• P^* 

Mr Speaker, ^^O 

' It is evident that new chofen annual Parliaments were sir Richard Steele*] 
never the Cuftom or Right of this Kingdom: It remains speech for tteBU 
therefore only to confider, now that there is a Law, which 
makes Parliaments meet, as of Courfe, at fuch a ilated 
Time, whether the Period of three Years anfwer'd the Pur- 
pofes intended by it ? The Preamble to the Triennial Aft 
expreffes, that it was introdue'd into the Conftitution for the 
better ' Union and Agreement of the King and his People j* 
but it has had a quite contrary Effect ; and Experience has 
verify'd what a great Man [meaning the late Earl of Sunder- 
land] faid of it, when it was enacted, * That it had made 

• a Triennial King, a Triennial Miniitry, a Triennial Al- 
' liance.' We feel this in all Occurrences of State j and 
they who look upon us from abroad, behold the Struggle in' 
which we are neceflarily engag'd from Time to Time under 
this Law. Ever fince it has been enafted the Nation has 
been in a Series of Contention : The firft Year of a Trien- 
nial Parliament has been fpent in vindictive Decilions and 
Anirnofities. about the late Elections ; the fecond Seffion has 
enter'd into Bufinefs, but rather with a Spirit of Contra- 
diction to what the prevailing Set of Men in former Par- 
liaments had brought to pafs, than of a diiinterefted Zeal 
for the common Good : The third Seffion languiih'd in the 
Purfuit of what little was intended to be done in the fe- 
cond j and the Approach of an enfuing Election terrify'd 
the Members into a fervile Management, according as their 
refpective Principals were difpos'd towards the Queftion be~ 
fore them in the Houfe. Thus the State of England has 
been like that of a Veflel in Diftrefs at Sea : The Pilot and 
Mariners have been wholly employ 'd in keeping the Ship 
from finking ; the Art of Navigation was ufelefs, and they 
never pretended to make Sail. It is objected, * That the 
Alteration propos'd is a Breach of Trull:' The Truft, 
Sir, repos'd in us, is that of the publick Good ; the King, 
Lords, and Commons, are the Parties who cxercife this 
Trull ; and when the King, Lords, and Commons exercife this 
Truft by the Meafure of the common Good, they difcharge 
themfelves, as well in the altering and repealing as in the 
making or confirming Laws. The Period of Time, in this 
Cafe, is a fubordinate Confideration ; and thofe Gentlemen 
who are againft the Alteration, (peak in too pompous a 
Style, when they tell us, ' We are breaking into the Con- 

• ftitution.' It has been farther objected, * that all this 

• is only giving great Power to the Minifters, who m:y 

• make an arbitrary Ufe of it :* The Minifters are indeed 
£fcc 9$er Men, from th? Infi/mity of htaua ttanxe 
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liable to be made worfe by Power and Authority ; but this 
AGt gives no Addition to that Authority it felf ; though it 
may poffibly prolong the Exercife of it in them. They 
are nevertheless refponfible for their Attions to a Parliament; 
and the Mode of enjoying their Offices is exa&ly the fame. 
Now, when the Thing is thus, and that the Period of 
three Years is found, from infallible Experience it felf, a 
Period that can afford us no Good, where {hall we reft ? 
The Ills that are to be done againft fingle Perfons or Com- 
munities are done by Surprize, and on a fudden ; but good 
Things are flow in their Progrefs, and mull wait Occaiion. 
Deflru&ion is done with a Blow ; but Reformation is 
brought about by leifurely Advances. All the Mifchiefs 
which can be wrought under the Septennial A£t, can be 
perpetrated under the Triennial ; but all the Good which 
may be compafs'd under the Septential, cannot be hop'd for 
under the Triennial. We may fear that the Minifters may 
do us Harm, but that is no Reafon why we fhould con- 
tinue them under a Disability of doing us Good. For 
thefe Confiderations, I am unrefervedly for the Bill.* 

Then Mr Snell fpoke againft the Bill. 
Mr Speaker, 
MrSneiri speech « We are told there is an abfolute Neceffity for the Bill 
aK*iaft e w hich is now before you, and that thofe who oppofe it, are 

no better than Friends to a Popifh Pretender. But as I . wifh 
as well to his prefent Majefty's Perfon and Government, as 
the moft zealous for his Service, I fhall never refign my 
Opinion to Words only, and betray my Truft to ferve the 
Purpofes of a Miniftry. 

« I cannot but think this Bill, if it pafs into a Law, will 
highly infringe the Liberties of the People ; and as I can by 
no means affent to the Reafons that are offer'd to prove it 
neceffary, * fo I (hall heartily give my Negative to it. 

« I don't wonder to hear a Neceffity urg'd for altering the 
Conftitution of our Parliaments, by thofe who have given up 
their own. 

This laft Expreffion, which was fuppos'd to be owing to 
Mr Haldane's, a Scots Member, having declar'd for the Bill, 
was refented by Mr * Thomas Smith, Member for Glaf- 
gow, Sec. who faid, ' That Mr Snell would not be fo bold 
as to fpeak thofe Words any where eife.' He was feconded 
by Lord Ccningfby ; and the Difpute being like to grow 
warm, Mr Speaker interpofed, and faid, ' That all the 
Members having the Privilege of explaining themfelves, Mr, 
Snell ought to have the Liberty of fo doing.' Hereupon Mr 

Snell 

• Chief the CWnriJiowr t for jbtinj the D eta Jus u the Arm/. 
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Snell {aid, ' That he meant no perfonal Reflection on that au»«. On.1. 
worthy Member, for that he fpoke only of the Scots Nation \_^^m 
in general.' To which Sir David Dalrymple replied, ' That 
Mr Snell's Explanation increafed the Offence, inftead of lef- 
fening it, and that he demanded Satisfaction.' — Some other 
Members alfo calling out, ' To the Bar, To the Bar,' Mr 
Snell excnfed himfelf, by begging Pardon for any unguarded ' 
Expreffions that might have efcap'd him : Upon which the 
Affair drop'd, and he went on as follows : 
Sir, 
• The chief Arguments madeUfe of for the Bill.as it repeals 
the Triennial Aft, and continues the prefent Parliament, are, 
' To appeafe the groundlefs Annimofities of the People : 
' To avoid Expences, which frequent Eleftions occafion, 
to the impoverifiiing of many Gentlemen's Families : 

• To obviate tumultuous Riots and Affemblies, which might 
give a Handle to a fecond Rebellion : And, laltly, 

' To further our Alliances abroad. 

' How we can poiGbly expeft to quiet the groundlefs Ani- 
mofities of the People by this Bill, I mult own, I am at a Loft 
to imagine, unlefs ftripping them of their moft valuable Pri- 
vileges, which they and their Anceftors have for many Ages 
paft exercis'd and enjoy'd, may be thought a proper Expedient 
•to reconcile their Affeftions, and endear the prefent Admi- 
niftration to them. 

' The Expences at Eleftions are merely voluntary, and 
if any one fuffers by them he has none to blame but himfelf; • 
and I fcarce believe Gentlemen to be ferious in this Particu- 
lar ; for let us look but a little backward, and trace this mif- 
chievous Evil, this growing Corruption, that needs fuch an 
extraordinary Remedy, to its Original, and we ihall find it 
has its Rife from the fame Place whence the Remedy pro- 
pos'd had its Beginning ; and that former ill Miniitries, the 
better to forward their finifter Views, have, by fending their 
Agents through the Kingdom at an approaching Eleftion, de- 
bauch'd the People with the publick Money ; to that Pitch 
of Corruption we are now arriv'd. 'Tis otherwife impoflible 
to give an Account how fo many Gentlemen are chofen to 
ierve in Parliament, in Counties and Places where they have 
no vifible Eitates or Intereft ; nay, fome perhaps whofe 
Names were never heard of in the County a Month before 
die Eleftion. 

* The Rebellion is happily now at an End, and the Go- 
vernment fo much better lecur'd againit Riots and tumultu- 
ous Affemblies, by the wholfome Laws provided by the 
Wifdom of this Parliament, that little or no Danger can be 
Teafonably apprehended from thence ; efpecially, if we con- 
fider the Number of Forces prudently quarter 1 d ttararc^uvrt. 
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daring Commo- 
tions that moll ue attempted. 

* The kft Reafon made Ufe of to prove the Neceifity of 
this Bill, is, that it will enable the Government the better 
to treat and negotiate Foreign Alliances. 

* But furely thofe who make Ufe of this as an Argument, 
are Strangers to the Constitution of England ; for by the 
known and Handing Law of the Land, the Right of making 
Peace and War, Treaties and Alliances, are undeniably the 
King's Prerogative j and the King may exercife that Right, 
as to him feems bell, and moil for the Good and Benefit of 
his People, without Application to Parliament, either to ap- 
prove or confirm. But admitting that of late Years Parlia- 
ments have thought themfelves intitled to intcrpofc their Ad- 
vice in Treaties and Alliances, though I deny it to be their 
Right, this is an Argument fmgly fuificient with me to fup- 
port the Triennial Bill. For fuppofing a Miniitry fliall at 
any Time negotiate an Alliance prejudicial to the Jntereft of 
England, and by their Artifice impofe upon a Parliament 
to approve and confirm it ; is it not a peculiar Hapy 
that fuch a Parliament will quickly have an End ; and that 
the People have it in their own Power, by another, which 
jnuft foon be eall'd, to correel the Mifdeeds of fuch a Mini- 
ftry, and prevent the farther ill Consequences of fuch a Trea- 
ty to the Nation. 

* But allowing the Arguments that are made USe of fuifi- 
cient to prove the NeceSfity of repealing the Triennial Bill at 
prefent, I would beg Leave to confider, whether it be in our 
Power or no, to continne the prefent Parliament beyond the 
Time for which the People chofe us ? 

' And as for my own Part, I freely declare it as my Opi- 
nion, though I fliall always acquiefce in the Judgment of the 
Majority, that the Purport of this Bill, fo far as it relates to 
the Continuance of this prefent Parliament, is not within the 
Compais of theTruft repofed iu us by the People. And to 
fatisfy Gentlemen that I am not Angular in this Opinion, I 
would beg their Patience to read to them a Paflbge or two 
from Mr Lock' j Treat if e of Government. 

* The Power of the Legislative, fays be, being deriv'd from 

• the People by a pofitive voluntary Grant and Institution, 

• can be no other than what that pofitive Grant convey 'd ; 

• which being only to make Laws, and not Legiilators, the 

• Legislative can have no Power of transferring their Autho- 

• rity of making Laws, and placing it in other Hands. 
Again, he lays it down as a Rule, ' That when the So- 

4 ciety has placd the Legislative in any Aflembly of Men, 

• to continue in them and their SuccelTors, the Legislative 

5 «n never revert to ihe People whiltt that Government 

* W&ufc, 
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ife, having provided a Legiflature with. Power to con- 
' tinue for ever, they have given up their Political Power to 

Legislative and cannot refumc it : But if they have let 
' limits to the Duration of their Legiflative, and make this 

* Supreme Power in any Perfon or Allembly only temporary; 

* at the Determination of the Time fee, it reverts to the Suei- 
' ety, and the People have a Right to place it in new Hands. 

' I beg Pardon for the Length of the Quotation j but as 
the Author, in his Life-time, was always elrcem'd a M, 
great Learning and Candour, and no ways fufpefted as dif- 
affecled to the Succeffion in the Houfe of Hanover, I could 
not omit taking Notice of the Sentiments ofib great a \ 
fo conducive to a right Underlhnding of the Point now in 
QueJlion. 

* And if thefe Portions arc true, the Inferences are very 
obvious : The People of England have a Fundamental indis- 
putable Right to appoint their Repiefentatives in Parlia- 
ment j and by a Law Hill in Being, for three Years and no 
longer, fubjetr. to the King's Power of Diflblution, have 
chofen us their Reprefentatives, in Purfuance of that Law ; 
and therefore, whenever that Triennial Terra fhall c.vpire, 
have a Right to chufe new ones. 

' It may be objected. That when the People have one* 
conflituted the Legifiativc, • that the Legiflature is thereby 
verted with the whole Power of their Electors : And it can- 
not be deny'd, but, generally fpfaking, it Mil] hold true. And 
the People of England, having chofen us to repreJent them, 
we are thereby impov.sr VI, not only to make laws, but to 
alter or repeal any Law in Being, as we fiiall think fit, fur 
their Benefit and Security ; and they will undoubtedly be 
d thereby. But then this is to be couterftoodj where the 
SubjecVMatter of the Laws we make is within Comp.ifs of 
the Truft which the People have or may at lead be fup- 
to delegate to us ; and it is an ill Way of Reafoning to af- 
fert, that we have a Power to do what wc cannot do without 
Prejudice to thofe we reprefem. 

'The Right of ekciing Re .-s in Parliament, u 

infcparably inherent in the People of Great Britain, and < ■ 
never be thought to be delegated to the Representatives, un- 
lefs you'll make the Elegit d 10 be the EJedor ; and, at th» 
lame Time, fuppofe it the Will of the People, that their Re- 
prefen .Add have it in their Power to dcHrov thofe 

that made them, whenever a Minillrv Dull think it need 
to fcrcen rhcmfelvcs from their jufl Refcntment? : This would 
be to deflroy the Fence to all their Freedom ; i" r U we have 
a Right to continue our fclve* one Year, one Month, or Day, 
beyond o.. 

have v ui\ ; anA \vWt- 
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Anno i. cm>.l ever Neceffity we may be reduc'd to hereafter, Matters are 
not yet in that apparent bad Condition, to convince the Peopli 
that there is a prelent Occahon for this dangerous Inno 
tion in their Conilitution. 

' To fay that the pafling this Bill is not to grafp to our 
felves the Right of Election, but only to enlarge the Time for 
calling new Parliaments, is a manifest Fallacy ; for whenever 
our three Years are expir'd, we can no longer be faid to fub- 
fift by the Choice of the People, but by our own Appoint- 
ment } and 'tis a Jeft to tell me, I have a Right to that which 
another has a Right to take from me. 

' Whoever will confider well the Frame and Nature of our 
Conilitution, will find it calculated for every Circumftance 
needful for the Security of a free People. We are guarded, 
by our Reprcfenta lives in Parliament, againll any arbitrary 
Encroachments of the fupreme executive Power ; and by 
frequent and new Parliaments, againll the Weakncfs, Folly, 
and Corruption of odr Reprefentatives : And tho' many In- 
ftances may be given of long Jntermiflions of Parliaments, 
yet that does by no means prove frequent and new Parliaments 
not to be Part of our Conilitution ; and 'tis obvious to every 
impartial Perfon, that without them our Constitution is de- 
fective. For thefe Reafons I cannot approve of this Bill : I 
think it an open Violation of the People's Liberties, or, to 
fpeak moil mildly of it, a Breach of our Truft in that Part 
which will moll fenfibly afFect them ; and of that ill Tenden- 
cy in its Confequence, that as nothing but the Security of the 
Miniftry can make it at this Time needful, fo nothing but a 
{landing Force can make it lailing. 

Mr Bromley fpoke next againll the Bill. 
Mr Speaker, 

it BnjDiiey'i * I may venture to affirm, that the Bill now before you is 

Sfttthatiunaihe of higher Concern to the Commons of Great Britain, than 
any that ever yet was before you : It takes away the People's 
Right of appointing their Reprefentatives ; it deprives them 
of their Share in the Legiftature, and, in my Opinion, wounds 
the Conilitution of Parliaments very deep. 

' No Gentleman is ignorant, that the Frame of our Go- 
vernment is made up of the King, the Lords, and the Com- 
mons. Thefe, with Refpect to each other, have ever been 
cileem'd feparate, altho 1 , when put together, they make but 
one entire Government. The Duration of this Form of 
Government in England, longer than in our neighbouring 
Countries, is manifeflly owing to the Care taken by thofe 
that went before us, in keeping thefe three Constituent Parts 
of the Political Body up to the Rules of their firlt Institution, 
by retraining Each to its proper Bounds, and in not fullering 

One 
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One to be overborn or fwallow'd up by the other two : 
However thefe Three great Pares may in other Refpefts be 
confider , d, yet with Regard to the Legiflative they mufl: aft 
in Conjunction. The AfTentofEach to the Making of Laws 
is effentially neceflary j but the Manner of giving this Affent 
is different in the People, from what it h in the King, and in 
the Lords. The People, by Reafon of their Number, can- 
not be personally prefent at tlie polling of Laws j their AfTent 
can no otlierwife be fignify'd, than by their Reprefentatives. 
The Disadvantage the Commons arc, in tab. Refpect, under, 
is in fome fort made up to them by tlie Care taken in the 
Framing of our Government, That they fhould be truly and 
fairly reprefented. 

* That Elections mall be free, Is often declared in our 
watten Laws. *Tis in Effect faying, That neither the Power 
of the Crown, nor the Power of the Lords, mould interpofe 
in them. 

* The Refolution of this Houfe, renewM every Seffion, 
viz. * That for a Lord to concern himfelf in the Election of 

* Members to ferve for the Commons in Parliament, is 2 

* high Infringement of tlie Liberties and Privileges of the 
i Commons of Great Britain,' fufficiently mews the Jealoufy 
the Commons ever had of the Lords intermeddling in the 
Elections of their Reprefentatives. 

' The Attempts made on the King's Part, towards influen- 
cing Elections, have been principally by Officers under the 
Nomination of the Crown. As this MTchief from Time to 
Time appear'd. Laws were introduced providing againft it. 
The Statute 7 Hen. IV, c. 15, recites that Law to be 
made * At the grievous Complaint of the Commons of the 

* undue Elections for Parliament," and direct;, among other 
Things, ' That Sheriffs fhould proceed to El-ctior.s freely and 
1 indifferently, notwithstanding any Command to the con- 

* trary. 1 Many fubfequent Laws were made for preferving 
to the People this Privilege, on which all other depend, of 
being faithfully reprefented in Parliament. No lefs than 
feven Acts were made in King William's Time for that Pur- 
pofe : So greatly did the Endeavour: of Officers to influence 
Elections at that Time abound. The Statute of 3. Will, and 
Mar. c. 1 , takes Notice, ' That the Officers of the Excife, 

* by Reafon of the Grcatnefs of the Duty, and theextraor- 

* dinary Powers given to them, had frequently, by Threats 

* or Promifes, fo far prevail'd on Electors, that they had 

* been abfolurcly debarr'd of the Freedom of giving their 
' Votes ; which, according to the known Confutation of this 
' Kingdom, every Perfon ought to have nrd enjoy.' It then 
enacts, ' That any fuch Officer who perfuades or diffwades 

* any Elector from giving his Vote, (hall forfeit one hundred 
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' Pounds, and be incapable of executing any Office relating 
' to the Excite.' Another Law of the like Nature was lately 
made in Relation to the Officers concern'd in col letting 
the Poft-Office Duty. Thefe Laws are now all to be laid 
afleep. Provifions made for protecting 
of Election muil become tniignifictfnt, 
fclves are no longer to be allow'd. 

* The Care taken by the Founders of our Government to 
preferve this Right, did not (lop here ; it was not fufficient 
to that Purpofc, that Elections ihould be free ; it was like- 
wife neceflary that they ihould be frequent. 

* The People's Right ,to frequent Elections was founded 
on fubilantial Rcafons ; for iince they, who could att no 0- 
therwife than by Rcprcfentatives, were capable of being mi- 
Oaken in their Choice, and the Perfon chofen liable to be 
tempted over to a Dependence on the Crown, or on the Lords, 
and thereby receive an undue Influence, it became neceflary 
that frequent Opportunkies ihould be given to the Commons 
to correct their Choice, and thereby prevent the Danger 
which the Unfaithfulnefs of their Reprefcntatives might 
orherwi fc bring upon them. 

1 That the People had a Right to frequent Elections, is 
made unqueilionable by the bell of Evidence, Perpetual 
Ufage. 

* From the fir ft Footfteps of Parliaments, down to the Time 
of K.Henry VIII, not only from Records, but from the print- 
ed Statutes, the Frequency of Elections does appear. The moll 
repeated In (lances, within that Period of Time, are of Par- 
liaments determining within the Compafs of a Year ; no In- 
fhance where they continu'd longer than three, 

' Ki esl, that unfortunate Prince, was put upon 

governing without Parliaments ; but the Neccffity of A 
forcing him to change his Purpofe, a Parliament was calPd 
in the J 6th Year of his Reign, in which a Law of mi t 
ordinary Nature was pafs'd, viz. ' That in cafe the King did 
' not call a Parliament within three Years after the Deter- 

* mination of the preceding Parliament^ then the Lord 
' Chancellor, &,c. Ihould jfluc Writs for that Purpofc; v with 
many other extraordinary Provifions. That Parliament man 
after perpetuated thtmfelves, fo far as it was capable of be- 
ing done ; and by an Act made the fame Year, ' they were 

* not to bedilTolv'd but by Act of Parliament- 1 To the long 
Continuance of which Parliament were all the Calamities of 
the Civil War to be imputed. 

* This Statute of the 16th ofCharlesI wasrepeal'd by 
Statute of the 16th of Charles II. c.i. But notwit 
the fond Humour the Nation was then in, even by the fame 
Ad. it was dccUfd, * That by the Laws of this Realm, Par- 
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' iiaments are to be held very often, and to the End there 
might be a frequent Calling, Aifenibling, and Holding 
Parliaments once in three Years at leatr, it was declar'd 
and enacted, • That Parliaments mould not be intermit- 
* ted above three Years at the moil, 

■ In King Charles IJ. Time another Turn of Policy was 
taken, which was to bring the Houfe of Commons to the Bene 
of the Ministry, by the fecret Application of Penfions to 
the Members. Such was the Modeity even of that Age, 
as not openly and avowedly to byafs with Offices, thofe 
who ought at lcaft to be the faithful Rcprefentatives of the 
People. 

4 For the effecting of this pernicious Piirpofe of corrupt- 
ing the Common?, it was neceflary that the Parliament 
mould be prolonged ; which it was for eighteen Years : Af- 
furance of which being privately given to many of the 
Members, and there being Time fuffieient to gain upon 
others, not fo far intrufted with the Secret, the Defign was 
effected. And fuch was the Behaviour of that Parliament, 
that it acquir'd the infamous Name of the Pcnfioner-Pjir- 
liamcnt. 

* The Attack thus made on the Conflitutton of Parlia- 
ments, by depriving the People of their Right of frequent 
Elections, gave Birth to the Jealoufy the Nation entertain d, 
of the Intention that Prince had of affuming to himfelf a 
defpotick Power. How uneafy the later Part of his Reign 
became on that Account, is well known ; and this Nation 
has felt the Effects of the Ferment and Divifions which then 
arofe ; and by the Artifice of ill-defigning Miniilers, have 
been ever fince continu'd. 

* The People being warn'd by the narrow Efcape their 
Liberties met with from that Parliament, did, after much 
Struggle, obtain this Law of Triennial^ Parliaments, the only 
Remedy left for prcfervinc; their ancient Conftitution. 

* And now, after above an hundred Millions given by 
the People, in order to preferve their old Form of Govern- 
ment, here is a Bill fent us by the Lords, wliich, if it 
panes, mnft e.xpofe us again to the grcateft of Dangers, 
which is that of a long Parliament. 

* In the Tihlc of that Penfioner-Parliamcnt, which began 
in 1662, the Means of Ti in the Miniftcrs Hands, 
were not fo great as they now are : "The Civil Lift is well 
nigh double to what it then was : The Dependence on the 
Crown is greatly entarg'd, by Reafon of the Incrcafe of 
Officers for mannging the publick Revenue and Funds. 
"What Influence thefe may have upon an cxhaufted Nation, 
under the Terror which forty thoufand regular Troops carry 
with them, is cafily farcfecn. 
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* No Wonder the Lord?, who are ever fond, of Power, 
have fent us a Bill which admits of theiT having a Share in 
the Nomination of the Houie of Commons : Bat I can't 
guefs what mould induce them to expecl our Concurrence. 
Surely they cannot think fo meanly of us, that for the 
Sake of continuing our Seats here, we mould c;ive into what 
fo greatly affecls the Rights of thofe chat tent us. Can 
we be thought fo ungrateful, as to join in the Deftruclion 
of the Power that rais'd us ? Can tuey think us fo unfaith- 
ful, as to betray our Truft in this grofs Manner, by re- 
nouncing our Relation to the People, and accepting from 
the Crown, and from them (elves, a Renewal of our Right 
to fit here 1 Should they imagine us no longer to be influ- 
ence by the Rules of Jullice and Morality j yet methinks 
they mould allow us to have fome Senfe of Shame remain- 
ing, which mult give us Pain when we return into our 
Countries, and look thofe in the Face whom we have fo 

" greatly injur'd. 

* I would take Notice of a Matter that was mentioned in 
the Debate* vifc. ' That iuppofing this Bill mould undergo 
the Forms us'd in the parting of Bills, whether it would carry 
with it the Obligation of a Law r Of this I own my felf 
much in Doubt. 

' The Powers we are intruded with, as Reprefentatives 
of the People, appear in the Form of the Writ for fum- 
moning the Parliament. And in the Indentures annex'd to 
the Return, the Writ recites, ' Whereas we have thought 

* fit to call a Parliament, torching divers urgent Affairs, 
4 concerning Us, the State, and Defence of our Kingdom 

* of Great Britain,' It then requires, * That the Sheriff do 

* caufe two to be elecled Knights, &c. to ac\ in, and con- 

* fent to what lhall be ordain'd by the Common Council of 

* Great Britain, f:iper re^otiis aiitcdn..:.'' 

* The Indenture anne::'d to the Return, anfwers the Writ, 
viz. ' That they have elefled fuch and fuch to attend ac- 
' cording to the Tenor of the Writ, and given them full 

* Power to act in, and content to, all Things in the faid Par- 

* lirment, which lhall be by Common Council and Confent 

* ordain'd, touching the State and Defence of his Majefty's 

* Kingdom of Great Britain.' The Queilioi".lhen is, Whe* 
ther the Authority thus given ustoaft, touching die Defence 
of theGovernment, doesenable us to by afide one of the three 
great Eitetes, the People, by denying them their Right of" 
afring by their Reprefentatives in Parliament, aud confe- 
cmendy their Share in the Legi/lature ? Does the Power put 
into our Hands by the People, jufiify our turning the Dag- 
ger into the Bowels of the Conftitution ? This Doubt is in. 
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creas'd by the Notion that prevailed touching the Invalidity *"" *^"' L 
of the Statute of the 1 6th Car. I. c. 7. whereby that Parlia- 
ment was not: to be diflblv'd but by an Act of Parliament. 
No Acl of Parliament was ever made for that Purpofe ; 
which would certainly have been done, had the fubfequent 
Parliament thought that a Law made in Diminution of che 
People's Intereft in the Legiflature had been valid, [his to b* 
*bfer^jd, that by an A3 of the Convention that met in April 
1 660, the Long Parliament that met in 164.0 ivat declared to be 
diffolvd ; But that A<3 was not confirmed by Parliament, as 
moji of the other Acft 0/ thai Convention tvrre by the Statute of 
the 1 itb Car. II. c. 7.] 

* I (hould be very willing to hear anfwefd what a worthy 
Member who juft now fpokc for committing die Bill, and 
own'd his Sentiments alter 'd touching the Triennial Act, has 
told the World in an excellent Trcatife of his, [Meaning Mr 
Mokfwortb, in hit Preface to hit Account of Denmark] ' That 

* no People can give away the Freedom of themfelves and 
' their Poilerity : That fuch a Donation ought to be eftcem'd 

* of no greater Validity than the Gift of a Child, or of a 

* Mad-man : That People can no more part with their legal 

* Liberties, than Kings can alienate their Crowns. 

* Every Body is fenfible thai thepublick Occafions will re- 
quire large Supplies ; and mould (0 much as a Doubt arife 
in Men's Minds touching the Legality of the Taxes, it will 
tend to increafe the general Diflatisfiction, fo often menti- 
on'd in this Debate, and fubjedt us to Hazard there is no Oc- 
cafion to run, did we content our fdves with proceeding in 
the common Methods, which the Ufage of many Ages does 
jnftify. For thefe Reafons I am againlt committing the 
Bill. 

After Mr Bromley, Sir Robert Raymond fpoke likewife 
againlt the Bill as follows. 
Mr. Speaker, 

' lam very fenfible under what Difadvantage I mull ^,5^1^'" 
fpeak after fo long a Debate : I will therefore endeavour to*»i»»nft UhBul 
contract what occurs to me on this Subject, and to avoid re- 
peating what has been faid before by other Gentlemen. And 
in what I have to offer, I (hall obferve this Method ; I will 
firft confider the Arguments that have been us'd for this Bill, 
and then give my Reafons why I am againlt it. 

• The Arguments for the Bill are, I think, chiefly thefc : 

* The Expenccs in Elections. 

• The Animofitics and Divifions made and continu'd by 
Triennial Elections. 

• The Advantages our Enemies may take of thefc Animo- 
£U#* and Diviuoai : And 
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* The Encouragement, I think no Gentleman has 
plainer, that this BUI will give'to our Allies to treat with us. 
and to enter into proper Alliances, for our mutual Benefit 
and Advantage. 

' As to the Expences in Elections, it muH be acknowledged 
that they arc grown very fbandalous, as well as grievous and 
burthenfomc to the Gentlemen of England. " Yhey h. 
creas'd upon them, not from the Con tefts of neighbouring 
Gentlemen with one another, but from Strangers, by what 
Influence or Direclion I cannot tell, coming t* their Boroughs, 
who have no natural Intereft to recommend them, nothing 
but Bribery and Corruption, which has put Gentlemen under 
the Neceffity of great Expences to preferve their Interests, 
and ferve their Country. And you mult give me leave to 
add, that another Caufe has been,- the Impunity that Bribery 
and Corruption have met with in this Houfe, when they 
have been very notorious, and very fully detected. But, I 
fear, this Bill can be no Cure to that Evil, it will rather in- 
creafe it; for as the Term of the Continuance of a Parlia- 
ment is prolong'd, fo the Expences will increafe with it. An 
. Annuity for feven Years deferves a better Confide rati on, than 
for three ; and thofe that will give Money to get into 
Parliament, will give more far feven than for three Years. 
Nothing will fo effectually prevent Expcnces, as Annual Par- 
liaments : That was our ancient Conftitutton, and eve- 
parting from it, 'is ufually attended with great Inconveni- 
ences. 

' As for our Animofities and Divifions, I am forry there 
are any, but cannot believe this Bill will be a Remedy for 
them. The Animofities and Divifions raiVd by Elections 
are of a private Nature, and little affeft the Publick ; thofe 
that do, are othenvife to be accounted for, which might have 
been extinguish 'd ; but the Opportunities have been neglect- 
ed, and I wifh fome Perfons have not fludy'd rather to con- 
tinue and increafe them, than to extinguifh them. I will 
ff.eak plainly on this Occafion. I think the greateft Ani- 
mofities and Divifions, the greateft Difcontents and U] 
nefles now among us, have been owing to the unreasonable 
Refenrments, Avarice, and Ambition of fome, and to the un- 
accountable Folly and Madnefs of others. 

• That our Enemies will take Advantage of our Divifions, 
is not to be doubted, if it is in their Power ; but I mu: 
ferve, that fince the Triennial Aft pafs'd, there have been 
ten feveral Parliaments call'd, moll of them when you were 
actually in War, your Animofities and Divifions great, and 
your Enemies vigilant ; yet no Inconveniences folio w\I, nor 
were any, as I have heard of, fa much as attempted at the 
Times cf thole. Ele&ipu. 
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• The hUt of the Arguments I have recited. Is the En- 
couragement this will give to your Allies to enter into Trea- 
ties with you. No one fays they want this Encouragement ; 
no one fays they ask it j fo that I may conclude this is only 
a Pretence. I Ihould be forry we had fuch Allies as would 
not treat with his Majefty without our giving up our Confti- 
tution. Should the like be ask'dof them, they would cer- 
tainly entertain fuch a Propofition with the Contempt and In- 
dignation it defervd. But what you arc now going to do, 
inltcad of Itrengthening the King's Hands, will, I am per- 
fwaded, lefTen him in the Opinion of his Allies ; for this 13. 
proclaiming to the World, that he dares not call a new Par- 
liament ; that he dares not truftthe People in a new Choice. 
Befides, not daring to call a new Parliament, carries along 
with it a Supposition to the Difhonour of this Houfe ; for it 
fuppofes that another Houfe of Commons would aft diffe- 
rently from the prefent ; which is to confefs that this Houfe 
does not truly reprefent the People ; that they and their 
Reprefentatives are of different Minds } and that if they 
were to chufc again, they would chufe Men of other Princi- 
ples, of other Sentiments. 

• I will not trouble you farther with Anfwers to the Ar- 
guments for this Bill ; thofe againft it, that weigh moll with 
me, are thefe : That frequent new Parliaments are our Con- 
Iti-ution ; that a long Parliament is plainly dellructive of the 
SubjecYs jull Right, and many Ways inconfirtent with the 
Good of the Nation. Is it reafonable any particular Men; 
ihould for a long Time engrofs fo great a Trull, excluflvc of 
others ; Can it be of Advantage to the Fublick, that the 
Counties, Cities, and Boroughs, mould be long confin'd to> 
thofe they have once chofen, their Interefls admitting of 
great Variation in Length of Time ? 

• Frequent new Parliaments are ourComlitution, and the 
Calling and Holding of them was for many Ages the Prac- 
tice. Before the ConqueiV, Parliaments were held three 
Times every Year, at Chriftmas, Eafter, and Whitfuntide. 
In Edward the III, Time it was enacted, " That Parlia- 
* ments mould be holden every Year once, or oftner if need 
be/ Thismuftbe underftood of new Parliaments, for ftp* 
rogations and long Adjournments were not then known 1 they 
were never heard of 'till later Years. They began in Henry 
the VIII, Time, that Prince and his Miniilers knowing long 
Parliament; were beft fitted to make great Changes. They 
were therefore Inventions when extraordinary Things were 
«o be done, when what was then the Church was to bealter'd, 
and the Church-Lands to be taken away. There is nothing 
of this Sore now, I hope, intended. From that Time our 
Hiftories tell us, thas when ever the fame Paitiamttte w«e 
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long continued, or the Meetings of Parliaments long difconti- 
nued, they gave great Uneafinefs. In the unfortunate Reign 
of King Charles I, there had been an Intermiffion of Par- 
liaments twelve Years, which produe'd an Act in the fif- 
teenth Year of that King, For the preventing the Inconveniences 
happening by long Intermiffion of Parliament!. That AQ t in 
the Preamble, recites the Law made in the Reign of Edward 
the III, cr Phat Parliaments ought to be held every Year once j 

* but that the Appointment of Time and Place belong' d to his 

* Majefly and his Royal Progenitors : And that it had been 
' found by Experience, great Inconveniences and Mifchiefs had 

* happen 'd to the King, and to the Commonwealth, by not 
4 holding Parliaments accordingly. 1 And for the Prevention of 
the like for the future, it enacts, * That the faid Laws fhall 

* be ftriclly obferVd ; and that in cafe there be an Intermif- 

* fion of the fitting of Parliament for three Years together, 
' if there is a Parliament in being, that Parliament fhall be 

* diiTolvM," and very extravagant Powers were given for the 
Calling and AfTemblxng of another j 'And every fuchParlia- 

* ment was not to be diJTylv'd of fifty Days, without their 

* own Confent. 1 This extraordinary Step was foon follow'd, 
by an Aft intituled That the Parliament Jhauld not be dijfo/v'd, 
prorogue/, or adjourrid, but by jiHi of Parliament ; nor the Houfit 
of Parliament adjourn" d but by tbemfelves refyeilively. I need 
notbe particular in recounting the Confequences of this Act of 
Parliament ; for every one knows, that Set of Men, when they 
had thus continuecTThemfelves, never ftoppM 'till they had 
raurder'd the beft of Princes, and entirely fubverted our Con- 
Ai tut ion both in Church and State. 

* Soon after the Rcfloration of King Charles II, the Aft 
for the preventing the Inconveniences happening by the long 
Intermiffion of Parliaments was rcpeal'd, becaufe derogatory 
to the Prerogative, and becaufe it might be an Occafion of 
many Mifchiefs and Inconveniences, and endanger the pub- 
lick Peace and Safety ; but at the fame Time it is declared 
and enacted, ' That becaufe, by the ancient Laws and 

* Statutes, Parliaments are to be held very often, the fitting 

* and holding of Parliaments fhall not be intermitted above 

* three Years at the moll. 1 This Law not having been f© 
well obferv'd, as it ought to have been at the Revolution in 
the Convention-Parliament, when it was thought neceflary to 
declare the Rights and Liberties of the Subject, after many 
Breaches had been made upon them, it was, among other 
Things, declar'd, ' That Parliaments ought to be held fre- 

* quently.* And what follows in that Acl is very ftrong, 
for it declares and enacts, * That all and lingular the Rights 

* and Liberties afferted and daitrTd in the faid Declaration. 
/ are the indubitable RA^hteaxA litawita of the People 
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this Kingdom, and fo (hall be elteem'd, allowM, adjudg'd, Aonot. Cea 



and taken to be ; and all the Particulars thereof mail be 

* firmly and ltrictly holden and obferv'd, as they arc ex- 
4 prefs'd in the faid Declaration. 1 The Right claim'd and 
aliened, is, * That Parliaments ought to be held frequently ; 
And foon after a new Parliament was calTd, which late 
annually : Bat this was not look'd upon to be a comply- 
ing with the Right claim'd, and therefore, after that Par- 
liament had fat three Times, in the fourth Seffion it was 
thought neceiTaiy to come to a farther Explication, and a 
Bill pajs'd both Houfcs, but was rejected by the Throne, 
For the frequent Meeting and Calling of Parliaments. Others 
were attempted in the next Seffion, and it is well known how 
they came to mifcarry in this Houfe j but in the fueceeding 
Seffion, a Bill pafs'd both Houfes, and had the Royal A|- 
fent. That is the Aft this Bill is to alter: But before it is 
alter'd, 1 hope it will be fhewn, that what is aflerted in the 
Preamble, is miftaken, and has prov'd otherwife. In the 
Preamble two Things are aflerted, * That by theancient Laws 

■ and Statutesof the Kingdom, frequent Parliaments ought to 

* be held j and that frequent new Parliaments tend very much 

* to the happy Union and good Agreement of the King and 

■ his People. The firfl Propofition is inconteftable ; and the 
latter, I think, will not be deny'd } for frequent and new 
Parliaments create a Confidence between the King and his 
People, a very necefTary Step toward s an Union and good A,-* 
greement. If the King would be acquainted with his Peo- 
ple, and have more the Hen ts of them, this is the furdt 
Way ; and I am perfwaded this Houfe will never confent to 
any Thing that may prevent the one, and intercept the other. 

' I cannot entertain (o unworthy a Thought of thif 
Houfe, that any Gentleman in it would at this Time, in> 
direct Terms, be for perpetuating, themfelves ; yet if they 
confent to this Bill, I (hall reckon they are doing it * for 
tho" it only prolongs this Parliament for feven Years, I can- 
not doubt but hereafter there will be another for continuing 
it longer ; becaufe, before the End of this Term, the Rea- 
sons will probably be flrongcr for it, than they are now a 
Neither can I imagine that Gentlemen are afraid to truft 
the Peoples Choice again : Do they think that the great and 
memorable Things this Parliament has done for the Service 
and Benefit of their Country, will make them lefs accep- 
table to the People ? No one will fay fo j and then I fee no 
Reafon, why they fhould be for making this Alteration i* 
our Laws and Conflitution, which will certainly have a very 
ill Effect upon the Minds of the People : For they will be 
ready to fay, and with Reafon, that after the Expiration ot 
the three Years, you axe no longer; their Reprefeniai 
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AnAot. Cto.t. becaufe they chofe you to ferve them no longer. With 
great Submiflion I fpeak it, in my poor Opinion, King. 
Lords, and Commons can no more continue a Parliament 
beyond its natural Duration, than they can make a Parlia- 
ment. I know at extraordinary Junctures, Conventions 
have been turn'd into Parliaments ; but it lias been thought 
advifeable foon to determine them, and to pafs Acts in the 
fubfequent legal Parliaments, to confirm what they have 
done. And I make no doubt, but if this Bill pafl'es into a 
Law, and this Parliament is continued more than three 
Years, there will be an Act in the fucceeding Parliament to 
confirm whatever ihall be done after the three Years. There 
is an Iuftance in your Statute-Book, where all the Afts of 
a Parliament were declar'd void, and rcpeaPd, becaufe the 
Parliament was unlawfully fummon'd, and the Members 
pot duly chofen. 

' I need not urge farther, that the wifeft Governments 
that have preferred a Face of Liberty, have never continu'd 
thofe long, with whom they have intruiled the fupreme 
Power. 

1 That by this Bill, you have all the Mifchief of a long 
Parliament, without any of the Good of a fhort one, 

' That a Handing Parliament and a Handing Army are 
convertible, and only neceflary to fupport one another. 

' And that there can be no Occafion for this Bill at this 
Time, becaufe this Parliament may have two more Seilions, 
if the King pleafes- 

* But as 1 have already talcen up fo much of your Time, 
I fhall only add, that for the Reafons I have given, I am a- 
gainlt committing this Bill. 

Thefe were the chief Arguments that were urg'd on 

either Side, for and againll the Bill ; and upon the whole 

Matter it was refolv'd, by a Majority of 284 againft 162, 

that the Bill be committed to a Committee of the whole 

Houfe. 

iiiioni preferred April 25. Two Petitions againft the faid BUI, one of 

^wS!l2f. the Borough of Horfham, the other of Weitbury, were pre- 

f^nted to the Houfe and read: The laft of them was or- 

der'd to lie on the Table i but the Houfe taking Offence 

at an Expreflion in that from Horiham, viz. * That they 

♦ look'd upon it as an Overturning of the Conftitutiun, and 

' as an Infringement of their Liberties, * rejected their Pe-r 

fa^rh'%^ ticion - Aftcr this Mr Lechmere moved, and the Queftion 

*oo fim^'iT" 8 Was P ro P°^» That " be an Inlbruclion to the Committee 

of the whole Houfe, to whom the faid Bill was committed, 

that they have Leave to receive a CJaufe, to difable Per- 

(om jfrom being chafe Members of cither Houfes of Parlia- 
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meat, who have Penfions during Pleafure, or any Number a«u» *. Ceo. i. 
of Years : But General Stanhope having reprefcnted, that 
fuch a Claufc would but clog the Bill, and endanger its Mif- 
carriage, Part of it being derogatory to the Privileges of 
the Houfe of Lords j and that if any Jealoufy were enter- 
tained of the Members of the Houfe of Commons having 
Penfions from the Crown, a Bill might be brought in to ex- 
clude them ; the previous Queftion being put, that the 
Queftion be now put, it paficd in the Negative. Then the 
Houfe, in a Grand Committee, of which Mr Hampden was 
Chairman, went thro 1 the Bill, and directed it to be reported 
without any Amendment; which being done, the Houfe 
order'd it to be read the third Time the next Day. After 
this General Stanhope moved, and it was order'd accord- 
ingly, That Leave be given to bring in a Bill to dilkble 
any Perfon from being ciiofe a Member of, or fitting and 
voting in, the Houfe of Commons who has any Penfion 
during Pleafure, or for any Number of Years, from the 
Crown ; and that General Stanhope, Mr Craggs, and Mr 
Bofcawen, do prepare and bring in the fame. 

April 26. Two Petitions againft the faid Bill, one of m°™ Pciition» 
the Borough of CaerdifFe, the other of Petersiield, being pre- uVrita^Al. 
icnted to the Houfe, and read, were order'd to lie upon the 
Table. After which, the Bill was read a third Time, and 
upon Mr Hampden's Motion, the Queftion was put, That 
the Bill do pafs, which occafion'd a Debate that laftcd £^™ftj* w 
about two Hours. Thofe who fpoke againft the Bill, were septennial am. 
Mr Freeman, Mr Hungerford, Mr Wykes, and Lord Finch, ftSSSS* 
who were feve rally anfwcr'd by Sir Richard Steele, Mr *£ $$t£ ardm 
Bofcawen, Sir William Thompfon, Mr Erie, Mr Tufnell, "#d| rSSL 

* ctii, 1 Sir Richard Stedc. 

and Sir John Brown low. MrMnra. 

Mr Freeman and Mr Hungerford having, among other f& w r ^ Thom P fon - 
Things, infilled, That no fatisfaclory Anfwer had yet been sir juhn Btomjor. 
made, either as to the Trult rcpos'd in the Commons by 
their Principals, or as to the repealing the Triennial A&t 
Now, Mr Tufnell, Member for Maiden, made thereupon 
the following Speech. 

Mr Speaker, 

* I think the only Queftion before us is, Whether the Mr TumcU't 
Triennial Aft, as it now (lands, or as it is propos'd to be Spctth fw ** BaL 
alter'd by this Gill, is likely to conduce mod to the Benefit 

of the Publick ? However, fince in this Debate there has 
been a good deal faid of the Conftitution of Parliaments, I 
muft beg Leave to mention 8 Word or two on that Subject. 

* That Parliaments; were anciently to be held annually, 
appears by two Afts made, the one in the 4th, the other 
in the 36th of Luward III. But iho' they were to b* 
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annually, or oftner if Occafion mould be, in order to reme- 
dy the Grievances of the People, yet I can't find that there 
ever was any Time limited for Elections : But as the 
Crown had always the Power of diftblving, fo likewife of 
calling a Parliament whenever they thought lit. There was 
indeed a Triennial Aft made in the 16th of Charles I, T9 
prevent the Inconveniences •whkb may arifi by the long Inter- 
mijfion of Parliaments ; and therefore it provided, ' That 
* there mould be a Seflion once in three Years -, ' but by no 
Means limited any Time for the Duration of Parliaments. 
This Aft. was repeaTd in the 16th of Charles II, becaufe 
there were fome Provifions made in it, which were look'd 
upon as a Derogation to the Rights of the Crown. I be- 
lieve I may venture to fay, the firft Reilri&ion which ever 
the Crown lay under, as to the Continuance of Parliaments, 
was in the 6th of William and Mary. Then fprang up the 
Triennial Law, which is the Subject of our prefent Del 
and which, however well defign'd, was certainly an Inno- 
vation, 'till then unheard of. So that what is now offer'd in 
this Bill, is only, in fome Meafure, to rejnftate the Crown 
in that Power which it had always enjoy'd. And I can't 
but be furpriz'd, that thofe Gentlemen who have hitherto 
boafted themfelves to be the zealous Aflertors of the Prero- 
gative of the Crown, ihould of a fudden be fo fond of a 
Law which undoubtedly is a very great Diminution of it. 
I hope I fhall not be mifunderftood, as if this were the only 
Reafon which induces me to approve of the prefent Bill : 
No, though I /hall always have a due Regard to the Pre* 
rogative, yet if I could imagine that this Bill would prove 
the leaft Detriment to the Publick, the leaft Infringement 
of the Liberties of niy Fellow- Subj efts, my Vote lhould 
never flatter any Crown, fo far, as to revive fuch a Pre- 
rogative 

' The Defign of this Bill is only to enlarge the Time for 
the Continuance of Parliaments, by making them Septennial 
ir.ftead of Trtennich Of the Law, as it now Hands, we have 
already had the Experience about two and twenty Years ; aod 
what Advantage have we gain'd ? Has it ever anfwer'd one 
fingle End for which it was intended ? On the contrary, hai 
it not produced the moll mifchievous Effects ? What endlefi 
Divifions has it created among Neighbours. Friends, nay, 
the neareft Relations? How has it ruin'd Gentlemen's Ellates, 
Made them not only Beggars, but Slaves to the very mean- 
ell of the People I What u Scene of Corruption has it every 
where introduced I How has it debauch *d the Morals of the 
Nation } Even the Adminillration of Provincial ]v 
which has always been eflecm'd the Glory of our Conftitutinn, 
hs> been infected: And I wiih the Infcilionjnay have 1 : 
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no farther. Thefe arc fomc of the ratal Confluences we 
have already experienced by this Triennial Law ; and thofe 
alone, in my humble Opinion, would be fumeient Reafons 
for the Alteration of it. However, let us coniider the pre- 
sent Circum (lances of our Affairs. In order to it, let us a 
little look back to the Original of our Misfortunes : And are 
they not owing to that unreafonable Cry of the Danger of 
the Church, under the fpedous Pretence of fupporting the 
Church of England, though manifeltly in Favour of that of 
Rome ? That unhappy Delufion, which has been fo induilri- 
oufly, to malicioufly fpread, and fo fatally indulg'd ! Let us 
confider that unnatural, unprovok'd Rebellion, which has 
fo lately rag'd among us ; and that fallen groundlefs Spirit 
of Difcontent which {till lies murmuring in fo many traiter- 
oa& Breafts. And notwithstanding that Indifference, nay Con- 
tempt.with which I hear the Argument of our Alliances treat- 
ed by fome Gentlemen, I muft own I cannot but think there 
ought to be a good deal of Strefs laid upon it : For how can 
we imagine, that any Foreign Powers will readily enter into 
any Treaties with us, for our Advantage, without fome Secu- 
rity that they fhall be made effectual, as long as our Govern- 
ment is fubject to fuch. a Fluctuation, and as it were Trien- 
nial ? Efpecially if it be confider'd in bow fhameful and how 
infamous a Manner the Grand Alliance was broken j the Faith 
of Treaties violated ; the Credit of this Nation funk ; its In- 
terefb betray' 1 d j our ancient and bell Allies abandon'd, and 
ill treated ; new ones fought for, andcarefs'd, with no other 
Defign, but to make us a more eafy Prey to the Pretender ? 
Nay, have we not too juft Ground to fuipecl that this Caufe 
bas all along been underhand fupported by thefe very Allies, 
the old inveterate Enemies of our Conllitution, who are al- 
wa/s envious of our Profperity, and only wait a fair Oppor- 
tunity, to give us frefh Diflurbances ? And could their Vigi- 
lance, /heir artful Management, and their Treafure, join'd 
with the unwearied Endeavours of a relllefs Faction at Home. 
procure a>. Election in their Favour, what would be the Coti- 
iequence, but to unloose the Doors of your Prifons, to fee 
Traitors once more at the Head of your Affairs, to give them 
an Opportunity of. re-acting their former unfiniih'd Scenes of 
Treachery, to make* you a tributary Province to France, and 
for ever compleat the Ruin of thefe Kingdoms ? To fee the 
Britifh Honour thus pro&tuted, the once Arbitrefs of Eu- 
rope thus infulted ; thefe Things, I fay, ought to raife in 
every Britifh Bread a juft Re ferment of the Injuries of hi* 
Country, After all, I am fenfiblt there have been feveral 
Objections made agairut this Bill, wNch carry an Air of Po- 
pularity with them ; yet which, upon Examination, rauil ap* 
par to be of no real Weight. I jfali'^ke Nwwt tf W. 
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one or two of the moft confiderable, left I fliould trcfpafs too 
far on your Indulgence. It is faid, our Electors chofe us 
their Reprefentatives but for three Years, and that we can't 
prolong the Term without betraying that Truft which they 
have reposed in us. In Anfwer to which I muft defire Gen- 
tlemen to coniidcr the Nature of the Writs of Summons, and 
the Returns to them : Is it not to confult it Rebus arduh 
Regni ? and that they mould have plcnam iff fufjxcienttm Po- 
teflatem pro ft et Communitate Comitatus pr&di&i, Es 5 pirrdic- 
torum Civiitm C5 1 Burgorum, diiiifim ab ipfa t ad faciendum 
quod de commmi Confilio ordinari egnttgerit in Prxmifjh : Its 
quod pro dtfeSu hitjufmadi Potefatis Negolia pradi/Sa inftBa 
nm rtmantant ? Nay, may not the fame Objection be made 
againft the repealing or altering any Law in Force at the 
Time of an Election, and confequently defeat the very End 
for which a Parliament is chofen ? And I fliould be glad to 
know what particular Authority they were inverted with, who 
made the Triennial Law, which was certainly a great Alte- 
ration of the Conilitutkm ? There is another Thing which I 
find is very much infilled on, and that is, Suppofing this Bill 
were reafonablc, yet why now ? Becaufe 'tis now there's the 
moft Occafion for it. Are we not every Day threaten 'd with 
new Infurrections, new Invaiions i And is it not the ProfpeCt 
of Succefs at the next Election, however ill-grounded, which 
ftill keeps alive the Spirit of Jacobitifm 1 

* No Wonder then there are fuch Clamours rais'd without 
Doors againft this Bill, by the Enemies to our Government, 
as well knowing that this muft prove its bell Security j that 
it mull effectually defeat their Meafures ; that it muft ftrike 
at the very Foundation of all their trakerous Defigns ; and 
for ever brail the Pretender's Hopes of rekindling the F 
of Rebellion, In lhort, I am fo entirely convinced, not 
of the Reafonablenefs, but of the abfolute Necefiity fa c 
Bill, in order to put an End to our unhappy Dlvifions,, u 
that raging Deluge of Corruption which is fo « W( 
fprcad throughout the whole Nation, to make th?'^? o,«afi 
eafy on his Majefty's Head, and perpetuate .' r anfwer*" 
Succeflion in his Royal Family ; and at the .fie contrail. 
It is no ways prejudicial to the Rights anift s > Wha'ik 
Subjects of Great Britain ; that how illibours, Frier.' r/W***" 
dation at may be to any future Ele^'d Gentlemen^ tot** 
the Pleafurc to fee my Country fistf Slaves to the **'J&1?" 
fix'd upon a folid and lafting f e ne of Corruption U'^jtfle 
but the Honour to contribu£f s it debauch'd the IV** «»* 
J-iousaWork, myAmbitidniiniilration of IV 
I mould, by this Day's jfleem'd the Glory of c 
Place m this Iioufe^iitl I w iih the Infection m 
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The Lord Guemfey having, in theCourfc of this Debate, 
aflerted, * That if a Man did not fall into all the Meafures 
of the Miniftry, and lap with them like the Men of Gideon, 
he was immediately Brow- beaten.' Mr Bofcawen anfwer'd, 
' That that honourable Member was of another Opinion not 
many Weeks before ; fo that what he now faid muft proceed 
either from Refentment or Difappointment.' Sir John 
Brownlow faid, • That for his own Part, he neither expe&ed * J Drownio*. 
nor looked for a Place : That he would not have been for 
this Bill during the laft Miniftry, becaufe he was fure they 
would have made an ill Ufe of it, but that he was for it 
Now, becaufe he was fatisfied the prefent Ministers would not 
abufe it.' 

Upon the whole Matter the Queftion being put, That the The nut ror repeat 
Bill do pafs, it was carry 4 d in the Affirmative by 264 Votes j^ '^^"^ 
againft 121 j and Mr Hampden was ordered to carry the "•"«• 
Bill back to the Lords, 

May 2. The Lords having fent down to the Commons a 
Bill, int tried, An Acl fir at/awing of Court fei to all Per fans 
tobo Jball be proceeded agahtft in Parliament for any Crimes nm fcnt from ihe 
of 'Treejern, or Mifprijian ofTreajim i to which they deiir'd the Lords relating to 
Concurrence of the Commons, the faid Bill was read the firft thrown™™}- the 
Time ; and after fome Debate, the Queftion being put, That CoraMM - 
it be read a fecond Time, it pafs'd in the Negative. 

By this Bill Counfel for Priforiers, in Cafes of High Trea- 
fon, were to be permitted to fpeak to Matters of Fact as well 
as Points of Law. 

Nothing farther material happen'd in the Houfe, during 
this Seflion j but perhaps it may not be improper to take No- 
tice, that the King having refolv'd to vifit his German Do- 
minions ; and by the Act of Settlement his Majefiy being re- 
ftrain'd from going out of the Kingdom, without Confent of The as, farm*, 
Parliament, a Motion was made by Sir John Cope, and fe- fru^gMigoui o? 
conded by Mr Hampden, for bringing in a Bill to repeal ^ n ^ m ' * 
that Claufe of the faid Aft ; which Bill was accordingly 
,ght in Kent. Con. and paft into a Law. 

June 16. The King went to the Houfe of Peers, and 
W Commons attending, his Majefty gave the Royal Aflcnt 
'%»i feveral publick and private Bills ; after which the Lord 
-dlor read the following Speech dcliver'd into his Hands 
feQ^his Majelly from the Throne. 

l 'My Lords and Gentlemen, 

^Cannot put an End to this Seffion, without cxpreffing King's spoedi« 
I tyfe you my Satisfaftion in the Proceedings of this Par- S~« ihtU ? 
M|^£nt. The wholefome and neceflary Laws which have 
HuufsM with fo much Steadinefs, Refolution, and Una- 
will, I truft in God, anfwer thole cood t.x\Aft 
*te»i 
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" which, it is evident, you have had in View, by defeating 
" the Defigns and reducing the Spirit of our Enemies, by 
" encouraging our Friends, and raifing the Credit and Re- 
" putation of the Nation Abroad to fuch a Degree, as that I 
** may reafonably expect the Fruits of a fettled Government ; 
" efpecially being fupported by a Parliament zealous for the 
" Profperity of their Country, and the Proteftant Intereft 
" of Europe. 

" I am confident ray Conduct hitherto, in fuppreffing the 
" Rebellion, and punifhing thofe concern 1 d in it, has been 
" fuch, as demonnrates that I defire rather to leflen their 
" Numbers by reclaiming them, than by making Examples j 
*' but I am forry to find that the numerous Infiances of Mercy 
" tvhich I have fhevn, have had no other Effect, than toen- 
" courage the Faction of the Pretender, to renew their In- 
" fults upon my Authority, and the Laws of the Kingdom, 
" and even Co affect, with the greateft Infolence, to diftin- 
" guifh themfelves from my good and faithful Subjects, acting 
f*. with fuch Folly and Madnefs, as if they intended to con- 
" vince the World, that they are not to be reduc T d to Quiet 
*' and Submifhon to my Government, by fuch gentle Methods 
*' as are molt agreeable to my own Inclinations. 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

" I return you» in particular, my Thanks for the Supplies 
" you have given ; which, although they fall fhort of the 
f* Sums you found necefiary, and have voted, for the Ser 
" vice of the whole Year ; yet, by the Encouragement you 
" have given to make them effectual, may, I hope, be fo 
*' manag'd as to carry on the current Service 'till another 
" ScfTion of Parliament. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" I am very fenfible there are Matters of great Confe- 
" quence ilill depending before you ; but as they have hither- 
w to been poilpon'd, out of abfolute Neceflity, by intervc- 
** ning Affairs of a more pre fling Nature and of the moil 
" immediate Concern to the Pence and Safety of the Nation, 
" I thought the Seafon of the Year requir'd I mould defer 
•* your farther Proceedings 'till die next Seflion, rather 
•* than you fhould be detain'd out of your refpective Coun- 
*• tries longer than could be confident with your private 
*' Concerns. 

I cannot doubt but that, during this Recefs, you wilt 
" all ufc your belt Endeavours to preferve the Peace of the 
•* Kingdom, and to difeourage r.nd fupprefs all Manner of 
« Disorders, fince; as the firlt Scene of the late Rebellion 
" was open'd and ufher'd in by Tumults and Riots, fo you 
•' may be aflur'd, upon what Pretence foiver they are rais'd, 
* they can have no other Tendency, but to fupport the Spir 

" ric 
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" rit of a Faclion, reftlefs and unweary'd In their Endea- Anna*, ceo, 
" vours to renew the Rebellion, and to Aibvert the Religion, 
" Laws, and Liberties of their Country. 

" I defign to make Ufe of the approaching Recefs, to vifit 
" my Dominions in Germany, and to provide for the Peace 
and Security of the Kingdom, during my Abfence, by 
" confticuting my beloved Son, the Prince of Wales, Guar- 
** dian of the Realm, and my Lieutenant within the fame. 

Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefty's Command, 
prorogued the Parliament to the 7th Day of Auguil ; after The PmI&umii 
which they were farther prorogued to the 20th of Febru- pro,J£ ' sed " 
ary, 1716-17. 
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TH E King came to the Houfe of Peers, on the 20th 
of February, and the Commons being fent for and 
attending, the Lord Chancellor read his Majelty'a 
Speech, as follows : 

My Lords and Gentlemen,, 
«■ If Was in Hopes that the Succefs which it pleas'd God to Kl,l ^ ,, E P K M £ h lP , 

..I . r , ~ n t n % it- • i_ i opening lie Secoflff 

JL give us, in defeating the late Rebellion, might have seffion. 
" fecur'd to the Nation, Peace, Plenty, and Tranquility. 

" My Endeavours have not been wanting, during your 
" Recefs, to improve the happy Profpeft which was in View, 
" by entering intofuch Negotiations as I judg'd mofl condu- 
4t cive to thofe good Ends ; and "'tis with Pleafurc I can ac- 
•* quaint you, that many Defers in tht Treaty of Utrecht, 
** which very nearly affected the Trade, and even the Secu- 
" rity of thefe Kingdoms, have been remedied by fubfequent 
" Conventions ; the happy Confequenccs of which have al- 
** ready very fcnfibly appear'd by the floarilhing Condition 
A of onr Trade and Credit. 

'* By the Alliance lately concluded with France and the 

States-General, we are foon to be eas'd of all future Ap- 

• prehenfions from Dunkirk and Mardyke ; the Pretender 

moved beyond the Alps ; his Adherents are 

J of all Hopei of Support and CQun.terva.nce from. 

O z 4t ¥wmi& , 
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France * and even the Afliftance of that Crown is ftipa 

lated to us in cafe of Exigency. 

" It feem'd reafonablc to expect, that fuch a Situation of 
*' Affairs at Home and Abroad mould have recover'd, from 
" their Delufion, all fuch of our Subjects as had unhappily 
" been feduced by the Craft and Wickednefs of defperate 
¥! and ill-defigning Men, and thereby have afforded me the 
" Opportunity which I deur'd, of following the natural Bent 
f 1 of my own Inclinations to Lenity, by opening this Seffi on 
" with an Aft of Grace ; but fuch is the obltinate and inve- 
'• terate Rancour of a Faction amongfl us, that it hath again 
" prompted them to animate and ftir up foreign Powers, to 
" difturb the Peace of their native Country : They will 
" choofe rather to make Britain a Scene of Blood and Con- 
" fufion, and to venture even the putting this Kingdom un- 
" der a foreign Yoke, than give over their darling Defign of 
" impofing a Popifb Pretender. 

" I have order'd to be laid before you Copies of Letters 
" which have pafs'd between the Swedifli Miniilers on tbit 
*' Occafion, which contain a certain Account of a projected 
*' Invahon ; and I promife my felf, from your experiene'd 
" Zeal and Affection to my Perfon and Government, that 
" you will come to fuch Rcfolutions as will enable me, by 

*' the Blcfling of God, to defeat all the Defigns of our 

V Enemies againft us- 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
" I did hope the putting an End to the late Rebellion 
H 1 would have fo far fecur'd the Peace and Tranquility of 

V the Nation, that I might, confidently with the Safety of 
'.' my People, have made a conflderable Reduction of the 
,s Forces ; but the Preparations which are making from A- 
" broad to invade us oblige me to ask fuch Supplies, as yon 
" Iball find abfolutely neceflary for the Defence of the 

V Kingdom. 

" You are all fenhble of the infupportable Weight of the 
" National Debts, which the Publick became engag'd for 
" from the NecefEty of the Times, the Prefiures of a long 
u and expenfive War, and the languiflung State of Publick 
** Credit ; but the Scene being now fo happily chang'd, if 
*' no new Disturbances fhall plunge us again into Streights 
" and Difficulties, the general Expectation fecms to require 
*« of you, that you Ihould turn your Thoughts towards ibme 
" Method of extricating your felves, by reducing, by pe- 
" grees, the Debts of the Nation. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" I have an entire Confidence in you, and have therefore 
" nothing to ask, but that you would take fuch Meafures ai 
'.' will beft fecure your Religion and Liberties : While you 

'• prefer ve 
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*' preferve thofe ineftimable Blefiings, I (hall fit cafy and fafe asm j. cto. t, 
** on my Throne, having no other View but the Happinefs 
" and Profperity of my People. 



'7J*-«7- 
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The Commons being return'd to their Houfe, General 
Stanhope, by his Majefty's Command,. ]aid before them Co- 
pies of Letters which pafs'd between Count Gyllenborg, the 
Barons Gortz and Sparrc, and others, relating to the Defign 
of raifing a Rebellion in his Majeily's Dominions, to be fup- 
ported by a Force from Sweden ; and the faid Copies were 
read in the Houfe : After which, Mr. Thomas Onflow mov'd 
for an Addrefs of Thanks to his Majefty. He was Seconded 
by Sir John Brownlow, who faid, 'That we had no need of 
the King of Sweden to maintain the Englifh Liberties and 
fupport the Church of England." This in Count Gyllen- 
borg *s and Baron Gortz's Letters, was hinted to be the Pre* 
tenceofthe intended Invafion. Mr. Hnngcrford took this 
km to fay, • That he was forry to find that a Member 

had in his Eye [meaning Mr. Robert Jfiu^o/r,] "was men- 

m'd in thofe Letters s but that he had the Honour to de- 
fend him former')-, and would be ready to do the like for 
the future.' 

February z\. The Commons made their Orders, and came 
to the Refolutions ufual at the opening of a new Seflion; 
Then Mr. Tho. Onflow reported the Addrefs to his Majefty, 
which was read and agreed to by the Houfe; after which, 
they order'd, Nem. Con. that a Bill lhould be brought in to 
authorize his Majelly to prohibit Commerce with Sweden, 
during fuch Time as his Majelly mould think it neccflary 
for the Safety and Peace of his Kingdom. A Member having 
mov'd for declaring War againft Sweden, Gen. Stanhope 
faid ; ' That it was Time enough to do that, if the King of 
Sweden refus'd to dilown the Practices of hisMmiilers.' 

February, 22. The Houfe prefented the following Ad- 
drefs to the King. 

Mo ft gracious Sovereign, 
■ ^'OUR Majefty's dutiful and loyal Subjects, the Com- The c^ 

* M. mons of Great Britain in Parliament afiembled, re- Adnrei». 

* turn your Majefty their humbleft Thanks for your moll: 

* gracious Speech from the Throne. 

' Your Majefty's fafe and happy Return into your King- 

* doms gave an .univerfal Joy to all your People \ and as the 

* prudent Administration of the Government by his Royal 

* Highncfs the Prince of Wales, under your Majefty, did. 
' in forae Degree ma'.:c the Want of your Royal Prefcnce 

* more cafy to us, we beg Leave to congratulate your Mi- 

* icily upon the Peace and Security that, during your Ma^e- 
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fly's Abfencc, was, by the great Care of his Royal 
Highnefs, preferv v d in the Kingdom, to the general Satis- 

* faction of all your Subjects. 

* We can never fuffieiently acknowledge the repeated In- 

* fiances of your Majefty's Goodnefs, and unweary'd Con- 
' cern for the Welfare of your Kingdoms j we fee with. Ad- 

* miration many of the fatal Defects of the Treaty of 

* Utrecht, and the great Difadvantages that were impas'd 
' upon this Nation, at the Head of a victorious Army and 
•* powerful Confederacy, happily remedied by your Majefly, 
1 even in the Midll of intefline Dangers and Troubles, Your 
' confummate Wifdomhas renew'd thofe Alliances that were 

* bafely betray'd and diifolv'd, and concluded fuch new 

* Treaties as may render the Peace fafe and falling ; and we 

* are at a-Lofs to determine, whether in future Ages the 

* fufferingthe Demolitionof the Port of Dunkirk to be fcan- 

* daloufly evaded, will be a greater Reproach, or the pro- 

* curing the Dcftruction of the Sluices of Mardyke a greater 

* Honour, to the Britifh Nation. 

' We cannot at the drne Time, but with the highefl Re- 

* fentment and Indignation, look upon the obftinate and 

* inveterate Rancour of thofe who are again endeavouring 

* to embroil their native Country in Blood and Confufion, 

* It is aftonifhing to find, that any, who call themfelvcs 

* Proteflants, can be fo inflexible and refllefs in their En- 

* deavours, to impofe upon us a Popifli Pretender j and 

* rather venture to fubjedt the Kingdom to a foreign Yoke, 

* than depart from their darling and avow'd Defign of alter- 
" ing and fubverting the prefent happy Eflablilhment in the 

* Proteftant Succeflion. 

* We adore the watchful Eye of Heaven, that has fo 
' wonderfully guarded and protected your facrcd Perfon, and 

* cannot too much extol theWifdom and Vigilance that have 
4 been us'd in fo early and feafonably difcovering this de- 
1 fperatc Attempt. And in order moil effectually to defeat 

* it, your faithful Commons, with Hearts fincerely zealous 

* in the Caufe of their King and Country, aflure your Ma- 

* jefly, that they will to the utmoft ftand by and fupport 

* your Majefly againfl all your Enemies at Home and 

* Abroad, that fhall in any Manner prefume to aid or abet 

* the Pretender to your Crown, and will moll chearfully 

* grant to your Majefly fuch Supplies as fhall be found ne- 

* ceflary for the Safety of your Royal Perfon, and the De- 

* fence of the Kingdom. 

' We are all but too fer.fible of the unfupportable Weight 
1 of the National Debts, and therefore will not neglect to 
' apply our felves with all poflible Diligence and Attention, 
' to tlw great and ncceff&Ty Work of reducing and leflen- 
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* the raoft effectual Means of preferring to the publicly . ili^'lL 



prefe 
Funds a real and certain Security.* 



To this Addrefs, his Majefly gave the following Anfwcr. 
Gentlemen, 

TH E Duty and Zeal which you exprefs, in this gK* Afl<ww 
loyal Addrefs, to my Perfon and Government, thcrt ' 
your afFeftionace Concern for the Welfare of your Coun- 
try, your Promifes of an effectual Support againft all our 
Enemies at Home and Abroad, and your Refolution of 
applying your felves. to eafe my People, by reducing gra- 
dually the heavy Load of the publick Debts, deferve my 
hearty Thanks. You (hall never have Caufe to repent of 
the Confidence you repofe in me ; the Honour, Welfare, 
and Prosperity of the Nation being what I have chiefly 
at Heart.' 1 



March 4. The Houfe met according to their Adjourn- 
ment, when, in a Grand Committee on the Supply, it was 
movM to take into Confideration the Eftimates relating to 
the Land-Forces ; upon which, Sir Robert Davers, Mem- 
ber for Suffolk, Mr Freeman, and Mr Hungerford endea- 
vour'd to get that Affair put off to another Day, by moving 
that Mr Farrer, the Chair-man, mould leave the Chair. 
They alledg'd, 'That the late Rebellion being happily /up- 
prefs'd, and the Swedifli Confpiracy feafonably difcover'd, 
there was Reafon to hope, that the Counties of England 
would foon be eas'd of the grievous Burthen of quartering 
Soldiers ; but if it appear'd, that the King of Sweden per- 
fifted in his Defign to invade Great Britain, they would all 
readily give their Votes for keeping the prefent Force-, on 
Foot.' [a) Mr R. Walpole, (I) General Stanhope, Mr John 
Smith, (c) Mr W. PJtency, General Lumlcy, and feverai 
Other Courtiers, on the contrary, urg'd the Neccffity of 
taking fpeedy and vigorous Refolutions in Relation to the 
Army ; and after a Debate that lailtd near two Hours, 
the Queftion being pur, That the Chair-man leave the 
Chair, it was carry 'd in the Negative, by a Majority of 
222 Voices againft 57. 

March y- Mr Farrer, Member for Bedford, reported the 
Refolutions taken the Day before, in thegrand Committee on 
the Supply ; which being agreed to, Mr R. Walpole mov'd, 
and it was refolv'd, Kent. Con. That whofoever (hall ad- 
vance or lend any Sum, not exceeding 600,000 1. for the 

Service 

(a) Tnj} LnriCt f ;H"frufwf % <">>' Chancellor tf tin Exte- 

rna*. I *at* fc) StertSarji at Ifar. 
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Debate thereon. 
Mr Lecbmcrc. 



Mr Walpole. 



Mr Ailhtit. 



Ill 

Service of the Publick by Sea or Land, fliall be repaid the 
fame with Intereft, at 4. 1. per Cent, out of the firft Aid to 
be granted this Seflion of Parliament. The putting the In- 
terelt of this intended. Loan fo low as 4. 1, per Cent, gave 
Reaion to furmize, that thofe, who had the Management 
of his Majelty's Treafury, defign'd to put on the fame Foot 
the Interetls of all publick Funds : Whereupon Mr Lech* 
mere took Notice, * That feveral Schemes and Propofals for 
reducing the National Debts had been printed and difpers'd, 
which gave the Perfons concern' d in the publick Securitie» 
the greater Uneafmefs, in that there was Reafon to appre- 
hend, that thofe Schemes came abroad with the Privity 
and Countenance of Men in great Places : That the general 
Alarm which this had occafion'd among the money'd Men, 
might very fenfibly affect publick Credit, and be, at this 
Juncture, of very dangerous Confequence : To prevent 
which, he thought it necelTary, to move, That the Houfe 
would come to a Refolution, effectually to make good all 
Parliamentary Engagements.' To this Mr Robert Walpole, 
immediately anfw'er'd, * That his Majefty having, with 
great Tendernefs, recommended to them from the Throne, 
the reducing, by Degrees, the Debts of the Nation ; and the 
Commons having afterwards in their Addrefs to his Ma- 
jefty, promis'd to apply themfelves, with all poffible Dili- 
gence and Attention, to that great and neceftary Work, 
they ought to exert themfelves to make good that Promife, 
and appoint a Day to take that important Matter into Con- 
fidcration : And he did not doubt but the Commons would 
then ftiew all poffible Regard to Juftice and publick Faith. 
He own'd, there had been, indeed, feveral Schemes pub- 
lifli'd, relating to the Reduction of the national Debts, but 
that they were made by private Perfons, and, he did allure 
the Houfe, without- the ' Participation of any of his Maje- 
ffy's Miniilers, and therefore they were not to be regarded ; 
but that in a (hort Time, fuch Propofals would be laid be- 
fore the Houfe, as, he hop'd, would give them Satisfaction, 
and meet with their Approbation 1 therefore he mov'd, That 
Mr. Lechmere's Motion might be thus alter'd, viz. That 
this Houfe will effectually make good the Deficiencies of all 
Parliamentary Engagements.' This after a fhort Debate, 
was carry 'din the Affirmative, Nem. Con. But Mention being 
made of the great Services done by the Bank of England, 
and thofe, who by their Money had fupported the Court In- 
tereft .nnU the prefent Eflabliibment, Mr. Aiflabie, * took 
Notice of the Management of fome Directors of the Bank, 
who, upon the alluring Profpectof Gain, were as ready to fup- 
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port the late Miniftry. On the other Hand, a Courtier 
having defy'd any Body to charge any Breach of publick 
Faith, or of the Laws, on the Administration* fince his Maje- 
fty's happy Acceflion to the Throne, Mr. Hungerford {aid, 
' That thisput him in Mind of a Coronation, when the King's 
Champion, coming into Weftminiler-Hall, throws down one 
of his Gloves to make the Challenge, but that he never faw 
any Body fo bold as to take it up. 

March 8. While the Houfe was in a Committee on the Mr 
Supply, Mr. Lechmere, told them, ' That he was forry he Nwiwitatwtlf 
found himfelf oblig'd to take Notice, that their late Vote for fiSicHb'vn toward! 
a Loan, at 4 /. per Cent. Intercft, was like to prove ineffectu- 
al, there not being in three Days Time above 45,000 1. fub- 
fcrib'd to the Loan of 600,000 1. on the Land-Tax. And 
therefore fince the prefent Exigency requir'd a fpeedy Supply, 
he thought it ncceffary, and therefore mov'd, That a Day 
be appointed to confider farther of that Matter. ' Mr. Robert MrR >Vi| .. 
Walpole feconded this Motion, and faid, That there was the 
greater Necefliry for it, becaufe he was informed, that fome 

:k- Jobbers, in order to deter the Parliament from purfu- 
1 • Defign of reducing the publick Debts, had form'd a 
Combination to diftrefs the Government, and ruin publick 
Credit, which was the Occafion that the late Vote for bor- 
rowing 600,000 1. at 4 /. per Cent, had not had the defired 
Effect.' To this Mr, Lechmere anfwer'd, ' That as none but Mr &■&■■», 
the moft wicked of Men could enter into fuch a Combination 
againit the Good of their Country, fo the honourable Mem- 
ber, who fpoke laft, would do well to name them, that the 
Houfe might fhew the utmoit Refcntment and Indignation 
againft them. But that, in his Opinion, the ill Succefs of 
the Loan was rather mainly occafion *d by fome Reflections 
on the money' J Men and Stock- Jobbers, and by certain Max- 
ims lately advane'd, viz. That the Parliament may exert 
their Authority to extricate chctnfclves, by reducing the 
tional Debts ; that fuch Maxims could not but alarm the 
Perfons concern'd in the publick Securities: and the more, 
when they faw that a Slur had been put upon the Motion made 
three Days before, * That all Parliamentary Engagements 
mould effectually be made good. That he Hill thought I 
a Vote abfofutcly necefiary, both to remove Peoples Fears 
and Jealoufies, and to vindicate the Honour and Juftice of 
the Nation j thai . greeable to his MU- 

jefty's Sentiments, who, in Ins fn It Speech to this Parliament, 
had been pleas "d to recommend to the Commons, in a par- 
ticular Manner, the drift Obfcrvanc* of alt Parliamentary 
Engagements, than which nochi I more contribut 

the Support of the Credit of the I\ .'.'.on ; with which O 
Majcfly the Commons did entirely colics • 

Vol. 1. P 
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©ne or two of the mod considerable, left I fhould trefpafs too 
far on your Indulgence. It is faid, our Electors chore us 
their Reprefentarives but for three Years, and that we can't 
prolong the Term without betraying that Truft which they 
have repos'd in us. In Anfwer to which I mull defire Gen- 
tlemen to confider the Nature of the Writs of Summons, and 
the Returns to them : Is it not to confute de Rebus arduis 
Regni ? and that they fhould have plenum iff fufficientent Pa- 
ieftatem pro fe et Communitate Camitatus pr&di8i t iff pnzdit- 
Jorum Civium £s" Burgarum, deuifim ab ipfu, ad faciendum 
fuod dt communi Conjuio ordinari contigerit in Pr&ntijUit : l!4 
quod pro defeSu bujitftaodi Patefiatis Negotia pradiSa infi3tt 
non remontant ? Nay, may not the fame Objection be made 
againil the repealing or altering any Law in Force at the 
Time of an Election, and confequently defeat the very End 
for which a Parliament is chofen r And I fhould be glad to 
know what particular Authority they were in veiled with, who 
made the Triennial Law, which was certainly a great Alte- 
ration of the Confutation r There is another Thing which I 
find is very much infilled on, and that is, Suppofing this Bill 
were reafonablc, yet why now ? Becaufe 'tis now there's the 
moll Occafion for it. Are we not every Day threatened with 
new Infurreftions, new Invafions ? And is it not the Profpeft 
of Succefs at the next Election, however ill-grounded, whkh 
flill keeps alive the Spirit of Jacobitifm ? 

* No Wonder then there are fuch Clamours rais'd without 
Doors againil this Bill, by the Enemies to our Government, 
as well knowing that this mull prove its beft Security ; that 
it mufi effectually defeat their Meafures ; that it mull ilrike 
at the very P'oundation of all their traiterous Defigns ; anc 
for ever blafl the Pretender's Hopes of rekindling the Flaires 
of Rebellion. In fhort, I am fo entirely convinced, not vnly 
of the Reafonablenefs, but of the abfolute Neceflity jf this 
Bill, in order to put an End to our unhappy Divifions, to flop 
that raging Deluge of Corruption whicli is fo f.niverfaUy 
fpread throughout the whole Nation, to make .th- Crown fit 
eafy on his Majefty's Head, and perpetuate <he Proteftant 
Succeflion in his Royal Family ; and at the 'june Time, that 
it is no ways prejudicial to the Rights a r -i Liberties of the 
Subjects of Great Britain ; that how ill lbever a Recommen- 
dation it may be to any future Elefiion, if I can have but 
the Pleafure to fee my Country fpcur'd, to fee thefe Blelfings 
fix'd upon a folid and lofting Foundation, and if I can have 
but the Honour to contribute the leail Share towards fo glo- 
rious a Work, my Ambit'on will be fufiiciently rewarded, tho' 
I mould, by this Day's Vote, for ever after be excluded a 
Place in this lioufe,* 
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The Lord Gaemfey having, in the Courfe of this Debate, 
afferted, ' That if a Man did not fall into all the Measures 
of the Miniftry, and lap with them like the Men of Gideon, 
he was immediately Brow-beaten.' Mr Bofcawen anfwer'd, 
* That that honourable Member was of another Opinion not 
many Weeks before ; fo that what he now faid mull proceed 
either from Refentment or Difappointment.' Sir John 
Brownlow faid, • That for his own Part, lie neither expected 
nor looked for a Place : That he would not have been for 
this Bill during the lafl Minillry, becaufe he was fare they 
would have made an ill Ufe of it, but that he was for it 
Now, becaufe he was fatisned the prefent Minifters would not 
abufe it' 

Upon the whole Matter the Queftion being put, That the 
Bill do pafs, it was carry'd in the Affirmative by 264 Votes 
gainfl 1 zi s and Mr Hampden was ordered to carry the 
Bill back to the Lords. 

May 2. The Lords having fent down to the Commons a 
ill, intttlcd, An Jt7 for allowing of Counfel to all Perfous 
)ho /hall be proceeded again/} in Parliament for any Crimes 
•fTreafott, or Mifprijun 0/ Trea/att ; to which they defir'd the 
Concurrence of the Commons, the faid Bill was read the firft 
Time ; and after fome Debate, the Queftion being put, That 

be read a fecond Time, it pafs'd in the Negative. 

By this Bill Counfel for Prifoners, in Cafes of High Trea- 
fon, were to be permitted to fpeak to Matters of Fact as well 
as Points of Law. 

Nothing farther material happen'd in the Houfe, during 
this Seffion ; but perhaps it may not be improper to take No- 
te, that the King having refolv'd to vifit his German Do- 

inions ; and by the Aft of Settlement his Mnjefty being re- 

ftrain'd from going out of the Kingdom, without Confent of 

arliament, a Motion was made by Sir John Cope, and fe- 

conded by Mr Hampden, for bringing in a Bill to repeal 

hat Claufe of the faid Act ; which Bill was accordingly 

brought in Nem. Con. and pall into a Law. 

fuiie 26. The King went to the Houfe of Peers, and 
the Commons attending, his MajelYy gave the Royal AfTent 

feveral publick and private Bills ; after which the Lord 
Chancellor read the following Speech deliver 'd into his Hands 
by his Majefty from the Throne. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I Cannot put an End to this Seffion, without cxpreffing Kine-* speech,: 
to you my Satisfaction in the Proceedings of this Par- fio" C 
liament. The wholefome and neceflary Laws which have 
been pafs'd with fo much Sreadinefs, Refolution, and Una- 
ity, will, I fjuit in God, anfwer thofe cooA fLota 

V01./ q *\Mfr 
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" which, it is evident, you have had in View, by-defeating 
" the Defigns and reducing the Spirit of our Enemies, by 
*« encouraging our Friends, and railing the Credit and Re- 
" putation of the Nation Abroad to fuch a Degree, as that I 
" may reafon ably expect the Fruits of a fettled Government ; 
11 cfpecially being Supported by a Parliament zealous for the 
** Profperity of their Country, and the Proteilant Intereii 
" of Europe. 

" I am confident my Condufl hitherto, in fupprefling the 
" Rebellion, and punilhing thofe concern 'd in it, has been 
** fuch, as demonllrates that I defire rather to leffen their 
" Numbers by reclaiming them, than by making Examples ; 
" but I am forry to find that the numerous Inflances of Mercy 
** which I have Jhewn, have had no other Effect, than to en- 
** courage the Faction of the Pretender, to renew their In- 
" fults upon my Authority, and the Laws of the Kingdom, 
** and even to affect, with the greatefl lufolence, to diilin- 
•' guifh themfelves from my good and faithfulSubjefls, acting 
«« with fuch Folly and Madnefs, as if they intended to con- 
*' vince the World, that they are not to be redue'd to Quiet 
" and Submiflion to my Government, by fuch gentle Methods 
" as are moll agreeable to my own Inclinations. 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Common,', 

" I return you, in particular, my Thanks for the Supplies 
*' you have given ; which, although they fall fhort of the 
** Sums you found nee efl'ary, and have voted, for the Ser- 
" vice of the whole Year j yet, by the Encouragement you 
*' have given to make them effectual, may, I hope, be (o 
ft manag'd as to carry on the current Service 'till another 
" Seffion of Parliament. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" I am very fenfible there are Matters of great Confc- 
" quence ftill depending before you ; but as they have hither- 
" to been poilpon'd, out of abfolute Ncceflity, by interve- 
u ning Affairs of a more preffing Nature and of the moil 
" immediate Concern to the Peace and Safety of the Nation, 
♦* I thought the Seafon of the Year requir'd I mould defer 
44 your farther Proceedings 'till the next Seflion* rather 
*• than you mould be detained out of your refpective Coun- 
« tries longer than could be confident with your private 
*• Concerns. 

« I cannot doubt but that, during this Rccefs, you will 
« all ufe your belt Endeavours to prcferve the Peace of the 
«* Kingdom, and to dlfcourage r.nd fupprefs all Manner of 
" Diforders,.fince; as the firft Scene of the late Rebellion 
open'd and ufher n d in by Tumults and Riots, fo you 
" may be aflur'd, upon what Pretence focver they are rais'd, 
*» iiiiy can have no other Tendency, but to fopport the Spir 

" /it 
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•* rir of a Faflion, reftlefs and unweary'd in their Endea- amo %. bm, 
« vours to renew the Rebellion, and to fubvert the Religion, 
" Laws, and Liberties of their Country. 

" I defign to make Ufe of the approaching Recefs, to vifit 
" my Dominions in Germany, and to provide for the Peace 
" and Security of the Kingdom, during my Abfence, by 
" connituting my beloved Son, the Prince of Wales, Guar- 
" dian of the Realm, and my Lieutenant within the fame. 

Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefty's Command, 
prorogued the Parliament to the 7th Day of Augull j after Tht Pa '''"nwl 
which they were farther prorogued to the 20th of Febru- pr0MSOed " 
ary, 1716-17. 

SPEECHES and DEBATES 

In the Second Session of the 
Ftrft Parliament of King George I. 

THE King came to the Houfe of Peers, on the 20th Anno ;. Gea.u 
of February, and the Commons being fent for and ****** 
attending, the Lord Chancellor read his Majelly^ 
Speech, as follows : 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" T Was in Hopes that the Succefs which it pleas'd God to ^'"s.'* %« h * 

.. I . . r . r , , n 1 ii- -i.i opening liciicoa} 

X give us, in defeating the late Rebellion, might have sdRon, 
" fecur'd to the Nation, Peace, Plenty, and Tranquility. 

u My Endeavours have not been wanting, during your 
44 Recefs, to improve the happy Profpeit which was in View, 
" by entering into fuch Negotiations as I judg'd moft condu- 
ve to thofe good Ends ; and 'tis with Pleafure lean ac- 
M quaint you, that many Defecls in the Treaty of Utrecht, 
" which very nearly affedted the Trade, and even the Secu- 
,; r:ty of thefe Kingdoms, have been remedied by fubfequcnt 
" Conventions ; the happy Conlequences of which have al- 
•' ready very fenfibly appear 'd by the flourilhing Condition 
f our Trade and Credit. 

H By the Alliance lately concluded with France and the 

*' States-General, we are foon to be eas'd of all future Ap- 

prehcnfions from Dunkirk and Mardykc ; the Pretender 

*' i> adlually moved beyond the Alps ; his Adherents are 

priv'd of all Hopei of Support and Countenance frcmi 
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France -, and even the Afiiftance of that Crown is llipj 

lated to us in cafe of Exigency. 

" It feem'd reafonable to expeel, that fucli a Situation of 
** Affairs at Home and Abroad ihould have recover °d, from 
" their Deluiion, all fuch of our Subjects as had unhappily 
" been feduced by the Craft and Wickednefs of defperate 
" and ill-defigning Men, and thereby have afforded me the 
" Opportunity which I deuVd, of following the natural Bent 
<* of my own Inclinations to Lenity, by opening this Seflicm 
** with an Ad of Grace ; but fuch is the obitinatc and inve- 
*-' terate Rancour of a Faftion amongft us, that it hath again 
" prompted them to animate and llir up foreign Powers, co 
*' diAurb the Peace of their native Country : They will 
*' choole rather to make Britain a Scene of Blood and Con- 
" fufion, and to venture even the putting this Kingdom un- 
" der a foreign Yoke, than give over their darling Defign of 
" impofing a Popilh Pretender. 

** I have order'd to be laid before you Copies of Letter* 
" which have pafs'd between the Swedifh Minifters on chii 
" Occafion, which contain a certain Account of a projefted 
" Invafion ; and I promife my felf, from your experiene'd 
" Zeal and Affection to my Perfon and Government 
" you will come to fuch Rcfolutions as will enable me, by 
*' the Blcfling of God, to defeat all the Defigns of our 
" Enemies againft us. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

'.'. I did hope the putting an End to the late Rebellion 
"" would have fo far fecur'd the Peace and Tranquil: 
* c the Nation, that I might, confidently with the Safety of 
*' my People, have made a conhderable Reduction of the 
" Forces ; but the Preparations which are making from A« 
" broad to invade us oblige me to ask fuch Supplies, as you 
" fliall find abfolutely nccefiary for the Defence of the 
V Kingdom. 

" You are all fenfible of the infupportable Weight of the 
" National Debts, which the Publick became engag'd for 
" from the Neceffity of the Times, the Prefliires of a long 
" and expenfive War, and the languifliing State of Publick 
" Credit ; but the Scene being now fo happily chang'd, if 
" no new Disturbances ftiall plunge us again into Streightt 
" and Difficulries, the general Expectation feems to require 
" of you, that you fhould turn your Thoughts towards 
" Method of extricating your felves, by reducing, by De- 
" grees, the Debts of the Nation. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

V I have an entire Confidence in you, and have therefore 
" nothing to ask, but that you would take fuch Mcahi 
■ ill belt fecure your Religion and Liberties : While you 
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*' preferve thofe ineftimable Bleflings, I (hall fit eafy and fafe Ann 
" on my Throne, having no other View but the Happinefs 
** and Profperity of ray People. 
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The Commons being returned to their Houfe, General 
Stanhope, by his Majefty's Command, laid before them Co- 
pics of Letters which paft'd between Count Gyllenborg, the 
Barons Gortz and Sparre, and others, relating to the Defign 
of raifing a Rebellion in his Majefty's Dominions, to be fup- 
ported by a Force from Sweden ; and the faid Copies were 
read in the Houfe ; After which, Mr. Thomas Onflow mov'd 
for an Addrefs of Thanks to his Majefty. He was Seconded 
by Sir John Brownlow, who faid, *That we had no need of 
the King of Sweden to maintain the Engliih Liberties and 
fupport the Church of England.' This in Count Gyllen- 
borg's and Baron Gortz's Letters, was hinted to be the Pre- 
tence of the intended Invafion. Mr. Hungerford took this 
Occafion to fay, ' That he was forry to find that a Member 
he had in his Eye [meaning Mr. Robert IValpole^was men- 
tion'd in thofe Letters ; but that he had the Honour to de- 
fend him formerly, and would be ready to do the like for 
the future.' 

February zi. The Commons made their Orders, and came 
to the Retaliations ufual at the opening of a new Sellion ; 
Then Mr. Tho, Onflow reported the Addrefs to his Majefty,, 
which was read and agreed to by the Houfe j after which, 
they order'd, Nem. Con. that a Bill fhould be brought in to 
authorize his Majefly to prohibit Commerce with Sweden, 
during fuch Time as his Majefty (hould think it neceflary 
for the Safety and Peace of his Kingdom. A Member having 
mov'd for declaring War againft Sweden, Gen. Stanhope 
faid ; ' That it was Time enough to do that, if the King of 
Sweden refus'd to difown the Practices of his Miniiters,' 

February, 22. The Houfe prefentcd the following Ad- 
drefs to the King. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 
« "^"OUR Majefty's dutiful and loyal Subjects, the Com- ^ q,^ 
- j[ mons of Great Britain in Parliament aflembled, re- Addreii. 

* turn your Majefty their humbleft Thanks for your moft 

* gracious Speech from the Throne. 

' Your Majefty's fafe and happy Return into your Ktng- 
' doms gave an.univerfal Joy to all your People ; and as the 

* prudent Admittiftration of the Government by his Royal 

* Highnefs the Prince of Wales, under your Majefty, did 
' in fome Degree make the Want of your Royal Prefeuce 

* more eafy to us, we beg Leave to congratulate your Ma- 

* iefty upon the Peace, and Security that, during your LVbqt- 

• fcf- 
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Ay's Abfence, was, by the great Care of his Royal 
Highnefs, preferv'd in the Kingdom, to the general Satis- 

* faction of all your Subjects. 

* We can never fafficiently acknowledge the repeated In- 
- ftances of your Majelly's Goodnefs, and unweary'd Con- 
' ccrn for the Welfare of your Kingdoms 5 we fee with Ad- 

* miration many of the fatal Defects of the Treaty of 

* Utrecht, and the great Difadvantnges that were impos'd 

* upon this Nation, at the Head of a victorious Army and 
M powerful Confederacy, happily remedied by your Majefty, 

* even in the Midft ofintelline Dangers and Troubles. Your 
' confummate Wifdomhas renew'd thofe Alliances that were 

* bafely bet ray M and dilfo|v , d, and concluded fuch new 

* Treaties as may render the Peace fafe and lafting ; and we 

* are at a»Lofs to determine, whether in future Ages the 

* fuffering the Demolition of the Port of Dunkirk to be fcan- 

* daloully evaded, will be a greater Reproach, or the pro- 

* curing the Destruction of the Sluices of Mardyke a greater 
' Honour, to the Britilh Nation. 

* We cannot at the fame Time, but with the higheft Re- 
' feininent and Indignation, look upon the obllinate and 
4 inveterate Rancour of thofe who are again endeavouring 

* to embroil their native Country in Blood and Confufion. 
' It is aftonifhing to find, that any, who call themfelves 

* Proteitants, can be fo inflexible and reftlefs in their En- 

* deavours, to impofe upon us a Popifh Pretender; and 

* rather venture to fubject the Kingdom to a foreign Yoke, 

* than depart from their darling and avow'd Defign of alter- 

* ing and Subverting the prefent happy Eltablifhment in the 

* Proteftant Succeflkm. 

* We adore the watchful Eye of Heaven, that has fa 

* wonderfully guarded and protected your facred Perfon, and 
' cannot too much extol theWifdom and Vigilance that have 
' been us'd in fo early and feafonably difcovering this de- 

* fperatc Attempt. And in order mofl effectually to defeat 

* it, your faithful Commons, with Hearts fincerely zealous 
" in the Caufe of their King and Country, allure your Ma* 
' jelly, that they will to the utmoft Hand by and fup 

' your Majefty agatnft all your Enemies at Home and 

* Abroad, that {hall in any Manner prefume to aid or abet 

* the Pretender to your Crown, and will moft chearfully 

* grant to your Majefty fuch Supplies as fhall be found ne- 

* ceflary for the Safety of your Royal Perfon, and the De- 
■ fence of the Kingdom. 

* We are all but too fenfible of the unfupportable Weight 
4 of the National Debts, and therefore will not neglect to 

* apply our felves with all poffible Diligence and Altenl 

' fo tha great and neccfc.ry Wock of reducing and leflen- 
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• 5ng, by Degrees, this heavy Burthen, which may prove 
1 the moft effecT.ua! Means of preferving to the publiclc 

* Funds a real and certain Security.' 

To this Addrefs, his Maj city gave the following Anfwcr. 
Gentlemen, 
*' * I *• H E Duty and Zeal which you exprefs, in this 
" J. loyal Addrefs, to my Perfon and Government, 
" your affectionate Concern for the Welfare of your Coun- 
'* try, your Promifes of an effe&ual Support againft all our 
" Enemies at Home and Abroad, and your Refolution of 
" applying your felves to cafe my People, by reducing gra- 
'* dually the heavy Load of the publick Debts, deferve my 
" hearty Thanks. You mall never have Caufe to repent of 
" the Confidence you rcpofe in me ; the Honour, Welfare, 
<l and Profperity of the Nation being what I have chiefly 
•* at Heart. ' 
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March 4. The Houfe met according to their Adjourn- 
ment, when, in a Grand Committee on the Supply, it was 
mov'd to take into Confideration the Estimates relating to 
the Land- Forces ; upon which, Sir Robert Davers, Mem- 
ber for Suffolk, Mr Freeman,, and Mr Hungcrford endea- 
vour'd to get that Affair put off to another Dzy, by moving 
that Mr Farrer, the Chair-man, mould leave the Chair. 
They alJcdg'd, • That the late Rebellion being happily JTup- 
prefs*d, and the Swedifli ConfpiraCy feafonably difcover'd, 
there was Reafon to hope, that the Counties of England 
would foon be eas'd of the grievous Burthen of quartering 
Soldiers j but if it appcar'd, that the King of Sweden per- 
fifled in his Defign to invade Great Britain, they would all 
readily give their Votes for keeping the prcfent Forces on 
Foot.' (a) Mr R Walpole, {b) General Stanhope, Air John 
Smith, (c) Mr W. Pultency, General Lumley, and fevers] 
Other Courtiers, on the contrary, urg'd the Keccfficy of 
taking fpeedy and vigorous Refolutions in Relation to the 
Army » and after a Debate that laftcd near two Hours, 
the Queflion being pur, That the Chair-man leave the 
Chair, it was carry 'd in the Negative, by a Majority of 
222 Voices againft 57, 

March 5. Mr Farrer, Member for Bedford, reported the 
Reiblutions taken the Day before, in the grand Committee on 
the Supply : which being agreed to, Mr R. Walpole mov'd, 
and it was refolv'd, Nem. Cm. That whoforver fliall ad- 
vance Or lend any Sum, not exceeding 600,000 1. for the 

Sen ice 
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Anno |, ceo. i. Service of the Publick by Sea or Land, (hall be repaid the 
fame with Intereft, at 4 1. per Cent, out of the firft Aid to 
be granted this Seflion of Parliament. The putting the In- 
terelt of this intended Loan fo low as 4I. per Cent, gave 
Reafon to furmi-ze, that thofe, who had the Management 
of his Majefty's Treafury, defign'd to put on the fame Foot 
the Interelts of all publick Funds : Whereupon Mr Lech- 
mere took Notice, * That feveral Schemes and Propofals for 
reducing the National Debts had been printed and difpers'd, 
which gave the Perfons concern'd in the publick Securities 
the greater Uneafmefs, in that there was Reafon to appre- 
hend, that thofe Schemes came abroad with the Privity 
and Countenance of Men in great Places : That the general 
Alarm which this had occafion'd among the money'd Men, 
might very fenfibly affect publick Credit, and be, at this 
Juncture, of very dangerous Confequence : To prevent 
which, he thought it necefiary, to move, That the Houfe 
would come to a Refolution, effectually to make good all 
Parliamentary Engagements,' To this Mr Robert Walpole, 
immediately anfwer'd, ' That his Majefty having, with 
great Tendernefs, recommended to them from the Throne, 
the reducing, by Degrees, the Debts of the Nation ; and the 
Commons having afterwards in their Addrefs to his Ma- 
jelly, promisM to apply themfelves, with all poihble Dili- 
gence and Attention, to that great and necefiary Work, 
they ought to exert themfelves to make good that Promife, 
and appoint a Day to take that important Matter into Con- 
sideration : And he did not doubt but the Commons would 
then lhew all poflible Regard to Juftice and publick Faith. 
He own'd, there had been, indeed, feveral Schemes pub- 
lilh'd, relating to the Reduction of the national Debts, but 
that they were made by private Perfons, and, he did affure 
the Houfe, without 4 the Participation of any of his Maje- 
fty's Minilters, and therefore they were not to be regarded ; 
but that in a fhort Time, fuch Propnfals would be laid be* 
fore the Houfe, as, he hop'd, would give them Satisfaction, 
and meet with their Approbation ; therefore he mov'd, That 
Mr. Lechmere's Motion might be thus alter'd, viz. That 
this Houfe will effectually make good the Deficiencies of all 
Parliamentary Engagements." 1 his after a fhort Debate, 
Was carry'din the Affirmative, Nem. Cor.. But Mention being 
mride of the great Services done by the Bank of England, 
and thofe, who by their Money had fupported the Court In- 
tereft and the prefent Eflablilhment, Mr. Aiflabie, » took 
Notice of the Management of fome Directors of the Bank, 
who, upon the alluring Profpectof Gain, were as ready to fup- 

port 
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port the late Miniflry. On the other Hand, a Courtier Anno 3 . oeo. u 
hiving defy'd any Body to charge any Breach of publick v^v^>. 
Faith, orof the Laws, on the Adminiftration, fince his Maje- 
Jly's happy Accefiion to the Throne, Mr. Hungerford faid, Mr »■»*«* 
'That this put him in Mind of a Coronation, when the King's 
Champion, coming inco Weftminiter-Hall, throws down one 
of his Gloves to make the Challenge, but that he never faw 
any Body fo bold as to take it up. 

March 8. While the Houfe was in a Committee on the ,, . , . 

«s i »« i i • i n-.i ■ i- . Mr LeelionerelsuMi 

Supply, Mr. Lechmere, told them, * That he was forry he Notice flat onjf 
found himfelf oblig'd to take Notice, that their late Vote for tlofavd town* 
a Loan, at 4 /. per Cent. Intereir., was like to prove ineffedtu- i^oir. 1 *' 4 '" 
al, there not being in three Days Time above 45,000 1. fub- 
fcrib'd to the Loan of 600,000 1. on the Land-Tax. And 
therefore fmce the prefent Exigency requir'd a fpeedy Supply, 
he thought it neceffary, and therefore mov'd, That a Day 
be appointed to confider farther of that Matter. « Mr. Robert Mr * Wibolc. 
Walpole feconded this Motion, and faid, That there was the 
greater Neceffity for it, becaufe he was inform 'd, that fome 
Stock- Jabbers, in order to deter the Parliament from purfu- 
ing the Defign of reducing the publick Debts, had form'd a 
Combination to diftrefs the Government, and ruin publick 
Credit, which was the Occafion that the late Vote for bor- 
rowing 600,000 1. at 4 /. per Cent, had not had the defired 
Effect.' To this Mr. Lechmere anfwer'd, * That as none but M' LKhmwr. 
the moil wicked of Men could enter into fuch a Combination 
againit the Good of their Country, fo the honourable Mem- 
ber, who fpoke lad, would do well to name them, that the 
Houfe might Ihcw the utmoft Rcfentment and Indignation 
againft them. But that, in his Opinion, the ill Succefs of 
the Loan was rather mainly occafion'd by fome Reflections 
on the money'd Men and Stock-jobbers, and by certain Max- 
ims lately advane'd, viz. That the Parliament may exert 
their Authority to extricate themfelvcs, by reducing the Na- 
tional Debts i that fuch Maxims could not but alarm the 
Perfons concern'd in the p iblick Securities; and the more, 
when they fawthat a Slur had bcenp ittlpOO the Motion made 
three Days before, * Tint all Parliamentary Engagements 
Ihould effectually be made good. That he Hill thought fuch 
a Vote abfulutely nece.fary, both to remove Peoples f 
and JealouGes, and to vindicate the Honour and Juftfce of 
the Nation j that the fame was entirely agreeable to hi-, Ma- 
jefty > s Sentiments, who, in his firft Speech to this Parliament, 
had been pleas'd to recommend to the Commons, in a par- 
ticular Manner, the Ariel Obflrvance of alt Parliamentary 
Engagements, than which nothing could more coatribut 
the Support of the Credit of : ; with which Opihi 

his Majefty the Common? did entirety concur - 
Vol. I. P &vt 



( i«4 ) 

* nft ?7?^ 01 ' that be could not believe, that any of his Majefty's Mini 
fters could be fo regardlefs of his Honour and known E- 
quity, or put fo hard a Thing upon him, as to make him, 
in the leaft, contradicTt what he had in fo folemn a Manner 
declar'd from the Throne. He added, That the Commons 
having already appointed a Day, to confider of the State of 
the Nation, with Relation to the publick Debts, he would 
not anticipate that important Affair : But he could not for- 
bear declaring on this Occafion his private Opinion, That 
it would be the greateil Ingratitude, as well as lnjuftice, in the 
leaft to wrong thofe who had iupported the Government in 
the moft prefliiig Exigencies and perilous Junctures, and, on 
all Occafions, lhewn their Zeal and Affection for the Pro- 
rcilant SuccefTion. Thru he had nothing to fay, as to fnch 
publick Securities as wrrc redeemable by Parliament ; but as 
to Annuities granted for Terms of Years, he would be po- 
fitivc, that they could not be meddled with, without break- 
ing in upon Parliamentary Engagements, and violating the 
publick Faith ; fmce thofe Annuities were not to be look'd 
upon as Debt?, but as a Sale of Annual Rents for a valuable 
Confideraiion, of which Con trail the Parliament had pro- 
pos'd and made the Terms and Conditions, and the Rentces 
became Purchafers upon the Parliamentary Faith and Secu- 
rity. And that, befidcs the lnjuftice of breaking through a 
National Contract, thofe Annuities could not be touch'd, 
without occafioning great Confufion and Difputcs in private 
Families, by Reafon that moft of the faid Annuities had been 
fettled for Portions, Joyntures, and the like.' Then Mr Wal- 
ter R. Waipote, pole, in Anfwer to this, declar'd, 'That there never had been 
a Defign to ufe any Compulfion with Relation to Annuities! 
that, indeed, an Alternative might be offer'd to the Proprie- 
tors of them, but that it ftiould be in their Choice either to 
accept or refufc it : And as for fuch Funds as were redeema- 
ble, that nothing mould be propos'd that did not en: 
confiil with Juftice and publick Faith." Mr. Aiflabie took 
alfo that Occafion to explain fome Expreffions he us'd, in the 
Debate of the 5th Inftant, in relation to the Bank of England, 
which had been conftru'd amifs ; owning, that they had fup- 
ported the Government in the moft difficult Exigencies ; 
and that, in his Opinion, if any Thing ought to remain un- 
touch'd, it mould be the Bank. 7 After a Debate of about 
two Hours, it was refolv'd to confider farther of the Supply, 
in a grand Committee, on the 13th of March. 

March 9. The Houfe agreed to the Resolutions of the 
Committee on the Supply, fo that the Money already \ 
amounted to above two Millions. 

March 23. It was ordered, That the Committee of the 
wAole Houfc, to whom tta La.ud-Tax Bill is committed, 

have 
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have Power to receive a Claufe to transfer to the Regifter 
appointed to be kept by the (aid AS, all the Loans which 
have been made upon the Resolution of the Houfe on the 5th 
Jnib.nt, to be repaid with Interclt not exceeding 5 I. per 
Cent, per Annum. On which laft Refolution, the whole Loan 
of 600,000 1. was immediately fili'd up. 

March 26. It was refolv'd to addrefs his Majelly, That 
the Treaties maile with" the Bilhop of Munfter and the Duke 
of Saxe-Gorha, for putting fix Battalions of their Troops in- 
to his Majelly 3 Service, might be laid before the Houfe : 
According to which Addrefs General Stanhope, two Days 
alter, pre fen ted to the Houfe the faid Treaties, with Tiaiifla- 
tions of the fame. It was generally fuppos'd, that thefe 
Treaties were calTd for with a Deiign to find Fault with 
them, and to bring a Cenfure upon fome German Minifters, 
who had been empicy'd in thole Tran factions : But a Motion 
being made the next Day, and the Queftion put, That an 
Addrefs be prefented to his Majcfty, That he will be pleas *d 
to give Directions, that the Infl:ru£tions given to his Majefty's 
:ers, who tranfacled the Treaties for taking four Batta- 
lions of the Bifliop of Munfter's Troops, and two Battalions 
of the Duke of Saxe-Gotha's Troops into his Majefty 1 s Pay, 
to fupply tiie Place of fuch as, during the late Rebellion, 
fliould be drawn from the Garrifcns of the States General of 
the United Provinces to afiift his Majcily, may be laid be- 
fore this Houfe, it pafs'd in the Negative by 165 Votes 
againfl 33. 

April 3. Gen. Stanhope delivered to the Houfe the follow- 
ing Mefiage from the Kiag. 

GEORGE R. 

IS Majelly being defirous, above all Things, not ^■dStajfc 
only to fecurc his Kingdoms againil the prefent «!» $<«diih inv*. 
•* Danger, with which they are threaten'd from Sweden, 
" but likewife to prevent, as far as is poflible, the like Ap- 
¥ prehenfions for the future, thinks it neceflary that fuch 
i* Meafures mould be early concerted with other Princes 
•* and States, as may conduce molt effectually to this End. 

*' And as tins may require fome Expence, his Majefty 

" hopes that his Commons will, by their Afliftance at this 

udture, enable him to make good fuch Engagements as 

y eafe his People of all future Charge and Apprehen- 

*• fions upon this Account. 

The Confidcration of this Mcflage was put off to the 
next Day. 

April 4- General Stanhope mov'd, That a Supply be c *.n. S'anhojei 
,;cd to enable his M.ijcfty to concert fuch Meafures with w^"^^^" 
Foreign Princes and States, as may prevent any Charge or wi. 
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Apprehenfions from the Defigns of Sweden for the future. 
' He urgM the Advantage and Security that would redound to 
the Nation, by enabling his Majeity to reduce the King of 
Sweden ; and what Confidence they ought to repofe in the 
King's Honour, Wifdom, and Oeconorny in the Manage- 
ment of what Money fhould be thought neceflary for that 
Service.* Hereupon Mr Shippen faid, * That it was a great 
Misfortune, that fo wife and fo excellent a Prince as his Ma- 
jefty, was as little acquainted with the Ufage and Forms of 
Parliamentary Proceedings, as with the Language of our 
Country : That if he had known either, he would not have 
fent fuch a Menage, which, he was fure, was unparliamen- 
tary and unprecedented ; and therefore 'twas his Opinion, 
That it waspenn'd by fome Foreign Minifler, and then Man- 
dated into Englilh : That fince the King's Accefllon to the 
Throne, there had been many Reflections caft, in that Houfe, 
upon the late Miniilry, as if they had betray *d the Intereft 
of their Country : That, on the contrary, they had often 
been told, that his Majefty had retrieved the Honour and Re- 
putation of the Nation ; the Effects of which had already 
appear'd in the flour ifhing Condition of our Trade : That 
after a|I this, he could not but be very much furpriz'd to find 
a Motion made for a Supply of Money, to enable his Majefty 
to enter into new Meafures, to fecure his Kingdom againit 
any future Apprehenfions from the Swedes : That the Ne- 
eeility that was urg'd for this, feem'd to be inconfiftent with 
the Accounts of thofe glorious Advantages his Majefty 
obtain'd for us : And he could not help being of Opinion, 
That if the new Alliances and Meafures to be concerted, 
were fuch as were to be obtain'd purely by the Force of our 
Money, that ever the Happinefs or the Security of the Na- 
tion could be the Confequence of fuch Connie's; for, when- 
ever Foreigners come to tafte the Sweetnefs of Englilh Mo- 
ney, we might depend upon it, that their Adherence to our 
InEerefl would laft no longer than we continu'd to fupply their 
Neceffities. 1 Mr Hungcrford, who feconded Mr Shippen, 
faid, * That for his Part, he could not underftand what Oc- 
eaJSoti there was for new Alliances, much lefs that they 
fhould be purchas'd with Money 3 That it mu£l needs be 
very furprizing to the whole World, that a Nation, not long 
ago -the Terror of France and Spain, fhould now feem to fear 
fo inconfjderable an Enemy as the King of Sweden ; efpeci- 
aliy when we had fo good a Fleet at Sea, and fo great an Ar- 
my on Land.* Some other Speeches were made on the fame 
Side, which gave Gen. Stanhope Occafion to fay, ' That he 
was forry to find Gentlemen grow fo warm upon a Subject 
of this Nature : That the King was a Prince of that Integrity 
and Honour, and had already given fuch convincing Proof* 
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of his tender Care for the true Intereft of the Nation, that 
they might entirely depend upon his Wifdom in this Matter; 
and therefore he was of Opinion, that none would refufe 
Compliance with this Mefiage, but fuch as either were not 
the King's "Friends, or who diitrufted the Honefty of his 
Minifters.' This gave Offence to feveral Members i and Mr 
Lawfon, Knight of the Shire for Cumberland, reply 'd there- 
upon, * That he was very much furpriz'd to find fueh un- 
guarded Expreffions fall from that worthy and honourable 
Gentleman, for whom, he was fure, the whole Houfe had 
a very great Regard ; but fince he had thought fit to fpeak 
fo openly, he hop v d he might be well juftify'd in faying, 
That if every Member of this Houfe, that us'd Freedom of 
Speech on any Subjecf of Debate, muit be accounted an Ene- 
my to the King, when he happens not to fall in with his Mi- 
nisters, he knew no Service they were capable of doing for 
their Country in that Houfe ; and therefore it was his Opi- 
nion, That they had nothing elfe to do, but to retire to their 
Country-Seats, and leave the King and his Minifters to take 
what they pleas'd. 1 Mr Bofcawen, Sir Gilbert Heathcote, 
Mr * Horatio Walpole, and fome other Gentlemen, back'd 
Gen. Stanhope's Motion > but Mr Grimftone, and fome 
other Courtiers, fpoke on this Occnfion on the contrary Side. 
However, it was mov'd, and refolv'd, That the Houfe 
would, upon the Monday Morning next, refolve it felf into 
a Committee of the whole Houfe, to confider of Gen- Stan- 
hope's Motion for a Supply, After this it was alfo refolv'd. 
To addrefs his Majefty, that the Treaty made between the 
late King William and the prefent King of Sweden, be laid 
before the Houfe. 

April 6. Pyrfuant to the above Addrefs, Gen. Stanhope 
laid before the Houfe a Copy of the laid Treaty. 

April 8. The Commons went into a Committee of the 
whole Houfe, to confider of the Motion of the 4th Inllant, 
for a Supply to be granted to Us Majefty, againft the De- 
signs of Sweden for the future ; for the Neceflity of which, 
General Stanhope alledg'd feveral Reafons, and wasfecond- 
ed by Mr Craggs, Jun, Mr Bofcawen, Mr Aillabie, and 
feveral others. On the other Side, Mr Shippen, Mr Hun- 
grrford, Mr Hutchefon, the Lord Guernfey, Mr Heme, 
Member for D:mruouth, Mr Ward, and fome others, urg'd, 
* That it was unparliamentary to grant a Supply before the 
Occafion was known, and an Eftimate of the Expcnce was 
laid before the Houfe : That the King*s Menage about this 
Matter, was fo unprecedented, that his Majelty's Miniltcrs 
(cem'd co be divided about it; and rJut 'twas agreM Mif- 
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Anno |. ceo. i. fortune fuch Divifions mould happen among the Miniftry, 
for then a Parliament cannot have a true Information of 
Things : That they could not eafily apprehend what Occa- 
fion there was to make new Alliances, fince we had a 
Handing Army in Great Britain, and a confiderable Fleet at 
Sea, which fufhxiently fecur'd hisMajefty's Kingdoms againft 
any Danger from Sweden : That if we defign'd to make 
an offenfive War againft that Crown, why did we not fend 
Part of our Forces on Board our Fleet ? Efpecially, fince we 
were now fee u re at Kome, both by the Suppreflion of the 
late Rebellion, and by the Conclufion of the Triple Alli- 
ance, which the Regent of France had begun faithfully to 
perform, by caufing the Pretender to pafs the Alps. How- 
ever, if the Court infilled on the Neceflky of entering into 
new Engagements againft, Sweden, they thought it proper 
to addrefs his Majefty, to acquaint the Houi'e with the Na- 
ture of thofe Engagements, and the Sum that was requisite 

cubsunbope. to make them good.' To this, General Stanhope anfwer'd, 
* That the Dilcovery of the late Confpiracy, carry 'd on by 
the Swedifh Minifters, in Conjunction with the difcontented 
Party at Home, fuflicienriy evine'd the Neceflity of a Hand- 
ing Army in Great Britain : That the Treaty of Triple 
Alliance fecnVd, indeed, to fecure us againft any Danger 
on the Part of France ; but that it waa to be obferv^d, that 
the faid Treaty had met with fo great Oppofition at the 
French Court, that had not the Regent ftickled ftrenuoufly 
for it, it would have infallibly mifcarry'd ; and tho' hitherto 
we had all the Reafon imaginable to commend the Honeily 
and Candour of that Prince > yet, in good Policy, we ought 
not to depend on that Treaty any longer than it Hull be 
the Interefi of France to obferve it. And as to the Motion 
for the Addrefs, He added, That it would be injurious 
to the King's Prerogative of entering into fuch Alliances as 
his Majefty thinks ncceiiary for the Good and Security of 
his Dominions, without communicating the fame to his 
ParEament : Which Prerogative was grounded on very good 
Reafons ', for if the Crown was obUg'd to impart the Se- 
cret of Affairs to fo great a Number of Perfons, the moll 

KrCiJb.itathrotc J jn P ortant Negotiations muft thereby mifcarry.' Sir Gilbert 
Heathcote, an Alderman of London, mention'd the great 
Loftes and Damages which the Britifh Subjects had fuftain'd 
by their Ships being made Prizes, andconfifcated in Sweden ; 
;u)J obfer/d, That the King of Sweden having feveral 
Times refufed to make Satisfaction j and, on the Contrary, 
his Minifters having endeavour'd to raife a new Rebellion 
in his Majefty's Dominions, there was Ground to declare 
War againft him. 1 To this, Mr Gould, Member for Shore- 
Jiam., xeply'd, ' That the Dutch having fuftain'd as great 
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Loffes by the Swedes, they had an equal Concern with 
Great Britain to declare War again!! them ; and therefore 
it would be proper, before the Houfe proceeded farther, to 
engage Holland, in the firft Place, to prohibit all Commerce 
with Sweden, as we had done." Hereupon General Stanhope 
faid, ' That he made no doubt, but the States-General would 
readily come into any Meafurts that fhould appear neceflary 
for the Good and Intereft of both Nations in general, and 
to obtain Satisfaction for the late Depredations of the Swedes 
in partecular : That their High-Mightineffes had lately 
given fignal Inftancei of theif firm Adherence to the Crown 
of Great Britain, in caufing the Swedifh Miniflers to be 
feizM in their Dominions, upon his Majefty's Defire ; but 
that the Form and Confutation of their Government, and 
the Good of their Subjects, who moflly fubiilt by Trade, 
did not permit them to take fuch vigorous and fpeedy Refo- 
lutions as could be wifiVd ; and therefore it wonld not 
be fair to exact the fame from them. ' Mr Craggs, 
prefs'd the Neceflity of making new Alliances againfl Swe- 
den, from the late doubtful Conduct of a Northern Poten- 
tate, [meaning the Czar of Mujiovj] who, by his Inactivity 
againll Sweden, and the Poft fome of his Troops had taken, 
vave great Umbrage to the Empire. Mr R. Walpole, Sir 
id Northey (a), and Lord Molefworth, fpoke alio on 
the fame Side j Sir William Thompfon [&) in particular, 
urg'd, • What would the World think of this Parliament, if 
they mould refufe to fupply the King at this Exigency ? On 
the other Hand, MrCompton(the Speaker) and Mr Smith (r), 
faid, " That they were not againll the Supply, but againfl the 
demanding and granting of it in fuch an unparliamentary 
Manner ; and Mr Speaker propos'd, That Part of the Army 
fhould be dilbanded, and the Money, thereby fav'd, apply 'd 
towards the making good fuch new Engagements as were 
thought neceflary to be enter'd into ; but Lieutenant Gene- 
ral Mordaunt. and fome others, urg'd how unfafe and im- 
politick it would be at this juncture to di/band any of the 
Troop?. Mr George Cafwall faid, ' That for his own Part, 
he had rather pay others for fighting than fight himfelf: 
That he thought it more advantageous for Great Britain to 
carry the War abroad, and enjoy Peace at Home, ID order 
to improve our Trade, and reduce our pnblick Debts ; and 
thatj as the employing Foreigners againit Sweden, would 
be a far lefs Expence than national Troops, he therefore 
was for complying with his Majefty's Mefl'age. At laft, 
about live in the Afternoon, the Queflion being put, upon 
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the Motion for a Supply, the fame was carry'd in the 
Affirmative, by 164 againft 149. 

Afril 9. Mr Farrer reported the faid Refblution to the 
Houfe, upon which there arofe a freOi, but fliort Debate : 
Mr Shippen, Mr Hungerford, Mr Hutchefon, Mr Smith, 
Mr Heme, and others, infilled again on the Unparliamen 
tarlnefs of afking and granting Supplies without an Eflimate 
of the Expence ; and propos'd, either to prefent an Addrefs 
to the King, to aflure him. That the Houfe would effectually 
make good all the Engagements his Majefty mould think pro- 
per to enter into ; Or that his Majefty be defir'd to difb&nd 
Part of the Army, and apply the Savings towards the new 
Alliances. Both thefe Expedients were oppos^ by General 
Stanhope, Mr R. Walpole, Mr Hot, Walpole, Mr 'Bailie, 
and Mr Hampden ; the hit of whom in particular, in 
Anfwer to what was fuggefted, That this Manner of asking 
and granting Supplies, was unparliamentary and unprece- 
dented, faid, 'That he remember'd about ten or eleven Years 
before, a Great Man in that Houfe \meaning Mr. Comptc* 
the Speaker] made a Motion for allowing and providing for 
about 900,000!. which the Government had expended, with- 
out laying any Eflimate before the Commons. To this, 
Mr, Speaker faid, * Hewonder'd that Gentleman would bring 
in as a Precedent, a Bufinefs that was tranfaclcd fo many 
Years ago, and which was not parallel to the prefent Cafe,' 
Whereupon Mr. Hampden reply'd, ' That he did not there- 
by intend to reflect upon" Mr. Speaker, fincehe had the Hon- 
our to vote with him upon that Occafion.* After this the 
Refolution for granting a Supply to his Majefty, to concert 
fuch Meafures with Foreign Princes and States, as may pre- 
vent any Charge or Apprehenfions from the Defigns ofSwe 
den for the future, was agreed to, though by a Majority only 
of 153 againft 149. 

This Point being fo hard run, was generally fuppos'd to 
be owing to a Party in the Houfe, which were faid to be 
under the Influence of the Lord Townfhend ; Hereupon that 
very Evening his Majefty ordcr'd his Lordmip to be remov'd 
from the Poll of Lord Lieutenant of Ireland ; and the next 
Morning Mr. Robert Walpole, Mr. Methuen and Mr. WilL 
Pulteney refign'd their Places. 

April 10. Mr. Robert Walpole prefented to the Houfe, 
according to Order, A Bill for redeeming the Duties on Houftt, 
tiff. Upon the bringing in of this Bill, Mr. Walpole gave 
the Houfe a Hint of his having refign'd his Places, by fay- 
ing, That he now prefented that Bill as a Country Gentle- 
man ; but he hop'd it would not fare the worfe for having 
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Fathers j and that his Succeflor would take care to bring amo j. & 
it to Perfection.' . 

jfytil 1 2. The Commons went into a Committee of the 
whole Houfe, to confider of the Supply granted to his Maje- 
fty ; and Gen. Stanhope + having made a Motion for O 6 "- sanhope 
graatmg to his Majefty the sum oi 250,000 1. to enable him m bepawed <o the 
to concert Meafures againft Sweden ; there was for a Minute den. 6 * s * inft Swc " 
or two a great Silence in the Houfe. Mr Pulteney, who Dcbwe thereon, 
broke it firft, exprefs'd his Surprize at it ; and added, 'That 
as for his Part, he had not yet faid anyThing to this Matter, whoa^a/niTinc 
becaufe he thought it inconfiftent with Decency to oppofe a ri^SKT 
Motion that came from the Court, while he had the Honour rivx - 
to be his Majefty's immediate Servant ; but that having re- 
figrfd his Place, that he might adl with the Freedom becom- 
ing an Englishman, he could not forbear declaring againft 
the granting a Supply, in a Manner altogether unparliamen- 
tary and unprecedented : That he could not perfuade him- 
felf, that any Engliihman advis'd his Majefty to fend fuch 
a Menage ; but he doubted not, but the Refolutions of a 
Britiih Parliament would make a German Minittry tremble.' 
He was feconded by the Lord Finch, who even found Fault Utri Fiaet - 
with fome Steps that had been taken in Relation to the Af- 
fairs of the Northern Alliance j and faid, ' That itappear'd 
by the Memorial prefented by the Ruffian Minirter, and by 
the Anfwer return'd, that fuch Meafures had been purfu'd as 
were like to engage us in a Quarrel with the Czar. 1 Upon, 
this Gen. Stanhope fpoke in Vindication of the King and his Gen, s»aniwp»v 
Minifters, in Relation both to the Czar and the King of Swe- 
den. With Rcfpeft to the firft, He faid, ' That he had hi- 
therto been obliged to be filent ; but that he was now at Li- 
berty to fct this Matter in a clear Light, and to acquaint 
the Houfe, That the Coldnefs which appear'd of late between 
the King and the Czar, proceeded from his Majefty *s refu- 
fmg to become Guarantee of his Czariih Majefty's Conquefts; 
and from his Majefty's foliciting the Czar to withdraw his 
Troops from the Dutchy of Mecldemburg : That as to the 
firft of thofe Matters, his Majeily's Condutt deferv'd the Ap- 
plauie and the Thanks of a Britiih Parliament, fince it ap- 
peared thereby, that his Majefty was tender not to engage 
the Nation in Foreign Quarrels : That this, indeed, had 
been his Majefty's principal Care, fince his happy Acceflion 
to the Throne ; and he might allure them, that Great Bri' 
tain was entirely free from any Engagements, and at Liberty 
to follow fuch Meafures as bell fuit with her Interelt : That 
.is for the Inftancss which his Majefty has caus'd to be mada 
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Anno j. Gfo.i- with the Czar, and the Meafures he may have concerted, t« 
get the Ruffian Troops out of the Dutchy of Mecklemburg, 
his Majefty has atted in all this as Elector and Prince of the 
Empire : That he was perfwaded, all the Gentlemen there 
would agree with him, that the King's Dignity, as King of 
Great Britain, was never underitood to tie up his Hands 
with refpefl to his Intereits in Germany, and a Prince of the 
Empire : But befides, he mull defire Gentlemen to con fide r, 
That long before his Majcfty's Acceffion to the Crown, 
Great Britain was in Jlrift Union with the Emperor and Em- 
pire ; fo that if, by Virtue of ancient Alliances, the Empe- 
ror mould require Great Britain to ufe thofe Inftances with 
the Czar, which the King has made only as Eleclor of Ha- 
nover, Great Britain could not avoid complying with his 
Requeft '. That in Relation to Sweden, the King's Conduit 
was not only blamelefs and unfpotted, but worthy of the 
higheft Commendations : That in the late Queen's Time, 
Great Britain interpos'd to procure a Neutrality in the North,, 
whereby the King of Sweden might have preferv'd his Pof- 
fcflions in the Empire : That the Regency at Stockholm 
agreed to this Overture ! but that the King of Sweden re- 
jected it with Haughtitsefs and the utmoft Scorn, declaring, he 
would ufe thofe as his Enemies, who mould pretend to impofe 
fuch a Neutrality upon him : That during the whole Courfe 
of that Negotiation, tht King, then Eleftor of Hanover, 
ufed all friendly Offices in Favour of Sweden : That all this 
having prov'd ineffectual, through the King of Sweden's Ob- 
ftinacy, and the King of Denmark having, by the Fortune 
of War, re-conquer'd the Dutchies of Bremen and Verden, 
his Majefty, as Elector of Hanover, has purchas'd the fame 
with his own Money, for a valuable Confideraiion : That 
although it never was in his Majeity's Thoughts to engage 
Great Britain in a War to fupport that Acquifition, yet, if 
Gentlemen would give themfelves the Trouble to call their 
Eyes upon the Map, to fee where Bremen and Verden lie, 
he hop'd they would not be indifferent as to the Pofleflbr of 
rhofe two Dutchies, but would agree with him, that their 
being in the King's Hands fuits far better with the Intereft 
of Great Britain, than if they were in the Hands either of 
the Czar, who gives already but too much Jealoufy to the 
Empire j or of the King of Sweden, who endeavour'd to 
raife a new Rebellion in Great Britain, and harbours our fu- 
gitive Rebels.' 

Ut johnimJth, Mr John Smith anfwer'd Gen. Stanhope, and faid, * That 
he had already declar'd hisReafons for oppofing the granting 
this Supply in fuch an extraordinary Manner ; and that lome 
Expreffions that had efcapM a Gentleman in the Miniltry, 
inliead of making him alter his Opinion, rather confirm d 

him, 
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Him in it : That as, on the one Hand, he never affected Po- Anw * °»-l 
pularity j fo, on the other Hand, when the Good of his v^^V**^ 
Country came under Consideration, he always fpoke his 
Thoughts with the Liberty that becomes an Englifhman, 
ivithout any Regard to the Miniilers : That he did not pre- 
tend to be thoroughly acquainted with Affairs abroad ; but 
having had the Honour to Ac fo long in that Houfe, where 
fo great a Variety of Bufinefs, both foreign and domeftick, 
had often been debated, he might prefume to have fome 
Knowledge of them : That, however he would not fay any 
Thing to what had been advanced by the honourable Mem- 
ber who fpoke kft ; but if an Eltimate of the Conduct of the 
Mini/try, in relation to Affairs Abroad, was to be made by 
a Com pari fon of their Conduct at Home, he was fure they 
would not appear altogether fo faul clefs as they were repre- 
fented. Was it not a Miftake, added he, not to preferve the 
Peace at Home, after the King was come to the Throne, 
with the univerfal Applaufe and joyful Acclamations of all 
Jiis Subjects ? Was it not a Miftake, upon the breaking out 
of the Rebellion, not to ilfue out a Proclamation, to offer 
Pardon to fuch as mould return Home peaceably, as had 
ever been practis'd before upon fuch Occaiions ? Was it not 
a Miftake, after the Suppreflion of the Rebellion, and the 
Trial and Execution of the principal Authors of it, to keep 
up Animofittes, and drive People to Defpair by not patting 
an Act of Indemnity and Grace, by keeping fo many Per- 
fons under hard and tedious Confinement, and by granting 
Pardons to fome, without leaving them any Means to fub- 
fift r Is it not a Miftake, not to trufl: to a Voce of Parlia- 
ment, for making good fuch Engagements as his Majefty 
fhall think proper to enter into ; and inftead of that, to in- 
fill on the granting of this Supply in fuch an extraordinary 
Manner ? Is it not a Miftake, to take this Opportunity to 
create Divifions, and render fome of the King's beft Friends 
fufpected and obnoxious ? Is it not a Miftake, in fliort, to 
form Parties and Cabals, in order to bring in a Bill to repeal 
the Act againft Occafional Conformity : 

To this Speech General Stanhope reply'd, « That he had ein.sunht.pe, 
had rhe Honour to ferve his Majefty, fince his happy Accef- 
fion to the Throne, but as there were other Perfons, fome 
of them in, and others out of Place, who had a greater Share 
than himfclf in the Adminiftrarion of Affairs, he left it 
to them to juftify thcmfclves : That however, he would 
clear a principal Point, by afluring the Committee, that he 
had, fome time ago, the King's Orders to draw up an Act of 
Indemnity. 1 

Mr Barrington Shute. Member for Berwick, faid, ■ That gj£ t J urip «*** 
the King was, indeed, come to the Throne with the joyful 
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Acclamations of molt of his Subjects j but that the DifafFec- 
tion that appear 1 d foon after, did not proceed from the ill 
Condudl of his Minifters, but folely from the Removal of 
fome Perfons in great Employments : That neverthelefs, in 
the Changes that were then made, his Majefty had follow 'd 
the Rules of Prudence, Juftice, and Gratitude, fince he ad- 
vanc'd thofe, who, in the worft of Times, had given un- 
doubted Proofs of their AfFe&ion and Attachment to his In- 
tereft, in the Room of thofe who had been preferr'd in the 
laft Reign, as the fitteft Inftruments to deftroy the Proteftant 
Succeifion, even before it took Place, and who had fince been 
in open Rebellion againilt his Majefty : That as for the other 
Miftakes chargM upon the Adroiniflration, they might be 
redue'd to thefe two, viz. The not paihng the Aft of Indem- 
nity, and the Defign to repeal the Occafional Bill : That as 
to the fall, there were various Opinions about it j and con- 
fidering the reftlefs Spirit of the difcontented Party, it was 
hard to determine, whether an Indemnity was a proper Way 
to reduce them ; fince it was notorious, that the repeated In- 
ftances of Clemency which his Majefty has given fince his 
Acceflion, have been abus'd and defpis'd : That as to the 
Repeal of the Adts againft the Diflenters, nothing, in his 
Opinion, was either more j uft or reafonable ; and he could 
not but wonder, that a Gentleman [meaning Mr John Smith] 
who had been turn'd out of his Employment in the laft Reign, 
and reftor'd fince the King's coming to the Crown, mould ac- 
count it a Miftake, on the one Hand, not to grant an In- 
demnity to his Majefty *s declar'd Enemies ; and a Miftake, 
on the other Hand, to make his Majefty's undoubted Friends 
eafy. 1 

Mr Smith, after an Explanation demanded and given, 
about his being turn'd out of Place and reftor'd, reply 'd to 
the laft Part of Mr Shute's Speech, * That he ever was for 
allowing Liberty of Confcience to the Diflenters, and had 
even voted againft the Occafional Bill ; but that the fame 
being pafs'd into a Law, it was his Opinion, that it could 
not be repealed without difquieting the whole Nation." 

Mr Yonge, * Member for Honiton, fpoke next, and faid 
' That fome Days before, he had been againft the Motion, 
for granting a Supply upon the King's Meflage, becaufe he 
thought it unparliamentary ; and it was then his Opinion to 
addrefs the King to enter into finch Engagements as his 
Majefty fhall think proper, and that the Commons would 
make good the fame ; but that, fince the Majority of the 
Hoiife had deterrninM to grant a Supply, they had brought 
thcmfelves to this Dilemma, either 10 grant what was aflt'd 
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as necefiary for the Service, or to tell the King, that that 
Service mull remain uiiperform'd, which they had in a Man- 
ner dctermin'd to be neceflary, by granting a Supply." 
Th is Speech was back'd by Mr Gould, who own'd, ( That 
we could not carry on our Trade to the Bakick, without 
bringing the King of Sweden to Reafon, and therefore he 
was for granting this Supply,' Mr Robert Walpole, who 
brought up the Rear, faid, ■ That having already fpoken 
for the Supply, he would not refufe the Court his Vote, 
and the Sum being nanVd, he was for granting it. Here- 
upon, it was carry'd without dividing, that a Sum not ex- 
ceeding 250,000 1. be granted, to enable his Majelly to 
concert fuch Meaiures with Foreign Princes and States, as 
may prevent any Charge or Apprehenfions from the De- 
iigns of Sweden for the future. 

April 13. Mr Farrer having reported this Refolution to 
the Houfe, feme of the Members endeavour 1 d to render it 
ineffectual, by moving that it Ihould be re-committed. To 
debate this Motion with more Freedom, Mr Bromley, tak- 
ing Notice that feveral Peers, and others, were got into the 
Houfe, mov'd, that the Houfe be clear'd of all Strangers ; 
which being done accordingly, Mr Shippen infilled on the 
recommitting of the Refolution in Quelbon. He was fe- 
conded by MrHungerford, Sir Thomas Hanmer, Mr Heme, 
and Mr Lawfon : But the other Party calPd for the Cjue- 
llion ; and the faid Refolution being read a fecond Time, 
was agreed to by a Majority of 1 53 againft 132. 

April 16. Mr Bofcawen * having acquainted the Houfe 
with his Majefty's Defire, that they would adjourn 1 till the 
6th of May, the Houfe accordingly adjourn 'd to that Day. 

May 6. The King went to the Houfe of Lords, and the 
Commons attending, his Majefty commanded the Lord 
Chancellor to read the following Speech to both Houfcs : • 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
u TT is with great Satisfaction that, after this fhort Re- Our" 4p*fc 
•• J. cefs, I can acquaint you with the certain Advice I have 
*' receiv'd, that my Fleet is fafely arriv'd in the Sound, 
** which, by the Blefling of Almighty God, will fecure 
" thefe Kingdoms againll any immediate Danger of an 
" Invafion. 

" I have, by thefe Means, an Opportunity, which ii 
" very acceptable to me, of making a considerable Reduc- 
14 rion in our Land-Forces, having erlablifh'd it as a Rule 
" with my felf, to confuk the Eafc of my People in every 
" Thing, fo far as is confillent with their Safety, And, 
" for my own Part, as I fliall always place my Greatnefs 

in 

» (t^lrtller of the &. 



Mi W. HfoirJer. 



Mr Shippen. 
Mr Hung^rfonf. 

Hanmer, 
Mr Heme. 

Mr LiwIoii. 

The Houfe rate 
ijo,oool. to the 
King. agaiiUi 
Swedea. 




■MtfrCw.1. » in the Profperity of my Subjefts, fo I lha!l always defi 
' '■' that my Power may be founded in their AfFeftions. 

" It is upon thcfe Considerations, that \ have given 
" ders for the immediate reducing of ten thoufand Men. 

M That nothing may be wanting in me to quiet the 
** Minds of all my Subjecls, I have likewife given Direc 
*' tions to prepare an Aft of Grace ; and however it may 
** receiv'd by thofe who are obltinatcjy bent on the Ruin 
■' their Country, I promife ray felf, that it will raife a due 
*' Senfe of Gratitude in all fuch as have been artfully milled 
*' into treafonable Practices, againft my Perfon and Go- 
*' vcrnment, and preferve them from landing in need 
*' the like Mercy for the future, when fuch an Infknce 
■* Clemency may not be fo obedient for the publick Wi 
" fare, as it would be agreeable to my own Inclinations. 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Common?, 

*' I thank you for your Readinefs to fupport me in tl 
** pTefent Juncture of Affairs, and for the Supplies wi 
41 you have given ; and do promife ycu, that they fhall 
* employ'd for the Ufes to which you defjgn'd them, 

u I (hall arder fuch faithful Accounts to be laid befia 
■* you the next Seffion, as will make it appear, there 
"■ no other View in afcing any particular Supply, than 
*' prevent a mnch greater Expence, which the Nation — 



have unavoidably incurred without it, 

" I mufl recommend to yon, a3 I did at the Beginning 

of the Seffion, to take all proper Methods for redudn|_ 

the publick Debts, with a juffc Regard to Paxlianu 

Credit, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" The Year being -fo far advane'd, I hope you will _ 
through the pablick Bufintfs with all poilible Difpaccb 
and Unanimity, it being my Intention to meet you earl; 
the next Winter, that the Sitting of Parliament may b 
brought into the more ufual and convenient Se 

Mr Lerfunere The Commons being return' d to their Houfc, Mr Lech* 

?r^.*and"fltfl.i mere mov'd for an Addrefs to his Majefty, which not br> 

andmhe^j u*nf* * r E oppos'd, a Committee was appointed to draw one up 

fitniiig Uicii Plaeci. Mr Leehmere, in his Speech for this Addrefs, animadverted 

upon fuch of the Members as had lately refig 

Places, as if they intended to difbref3 the King's 

m: wair'rvin-upon which Mr Walpole thought fit, in his own 

&i. hinuc " cation, to fay, ' That Perfons who had accepted 

in the Government, had often been reflected on for 

jng on Defigns, and afting contrary to the Interefl of 

Country ; but that he had never heard a Man found 

with, for laying down oue of the moft profitable Place •» 
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Kingdom: That, for his own part, if he would have Annoj. cw.r. 

mply'd with feme Meafures, it had not been in the Power ^y^xf+sj 

any of the prefent Minifters to remove him ; but that he 
ad Reafons for refigning his Employments, with which 
e had acquainted his Majefty, and might perhaps, in a 
roper Time, declare them to the Houfe. In the mean 
•bile the Tenour of his Conduct fhould lbew, that he never 

tended to mnke the King uneafy, or to embarrafs his 
Affairs : And concluded with moving, That the Bill, For re- 
tcmijig the Duty en Hnufii, &c. might be read a fecond 

tone' Upon this General Stanhope reprefented, « That 
everal Things in that Bill wanted to be amended and rec- 
tify 'd, and therefore he mov'd, that the fecond Reading 
of it might be put off to the next Day Se'nnight ; ' which 
was order'd accordingly. General Stanhope Hkewife made c«b, stanhope. 
nfe of that Opportunity to take Notice to the Houfe, • That 
undertlood it had been the common Practice of thofe 
concern 'd in the Adminillration of the Treafury, to make 
Bargains for the Publick with the Governors and Directors 
of Companies, by which fome private Advantages were 
generally mace : But that, in his Opinion, fuch Bargains 

light to be made at the Bar of the Houfe, by the Repre- 
fentatives of all the Commons of Great Britain ; and if any 
Advantages could be made, the Publick ought to have the 
Benefit of tkem-' 

May 7- Mr Lechmere reported the Addrefs to his Ma- 

efty, which is as follows : 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

* "1X7"E your Majcfty's moft dutiful and loyal Subjects, The comawiu 

* VV the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament af- ******** 
■ femblcd, crave Leave to approach your facred Perfon, 
! with Hearts full of Gratitude to your Majefty for the 
1 many gracious Declarations you have been pleas'd to 
1 make to us from the Throne. 

4 Our Duty to your Majefty, and our Concern for the 
< Security of your Kingdoms, at a Time when the Nation 
I was thr eaten *d with a defperatc Invafion, oblig'd us to 
1 make Provifion for keeping up fucli a Body of Land- 
( Forces, as might (hew that wc were in a Pofture of De- 
' fence : But your Majefty having Grounds to hope, on the 

* Arrival of your Fleet in the Sound, that, by the Bleiung 

* of God, a Check will be put to that Defign, we muft for 

* ever acknowledge, that the early Directions you have 

* been pleas "d to give for reducing fuch a Body of thofe 

* Land- Forces, is the moft acceptable Pledge you could give 

* your People of your Tendernefs for them ; and that your 

* tyfajefty has noihipg fo much at Hcutil ihfiir prefent an4 

• fututc 
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* future Welfare, and is fuch an Inftance of your great 
' Wifdom and Goodnefs, as mult for ever endear your 

* Majefty to all your Subjects. 

* We are bound to exprefs our juft Satisfaction in your 

* gracious Intentions of Mercy, as being highly conducive 
' to the Tranquility of the Kingdom, and a convincing 

* Proof of your Majeily's Defire to reign in the Affections 

* of all your Subjects. 

' We have fo often experiene'd the happy Effects of the 
' Confidence we have repos'd in your Majefty, that we can 

* never entertain any Doubt of the due Application of any 

* Supplies granted by us ; and do receive, in the molt du- 

* tiful and affectionate Manner, your Majeily's Promife to 
4 Jay the Accounts of fuch Application before us, as a great 
1 Inftance of your Juftice to the Nation. 

* We are truly fenfible how much the Eafe and Profpe- 

* rity of your Subjects depends on the accomplifhing that 

* great and neceflary Work, of reducing the publick Debts, 

* and are refoIvVl to carry it on in the moft effectual Man- 

■ ner, with juft Regard to Parliamentary Credit. 

* We are likewife refolv'd, by the Difpatch and Unani- 

■ miry of our Proceedings, to convince the World, that we 
' are inviolably engag'd in Duty and Affection to your 
' moft facred Perfon and Government, on the Support of 

■ which the Welfare and. Happinefs of thefe Kingdoms, 

* under God, entirely depend.' 

After the reading the above Addrefs, Mr Shippen mov'd 
to have it recommitted ; and that an Amendment might be 
made to that Part of it which relates to the Army, which 
he propos'd to be as follows, viz. ' That nothing could 
more endear his Majefty to all his Subjects, than the re- 
ducing the Land-Forces to the old Eftablifhment of Guards 
and Garrifons, fuch as his Majefty found it at his Acceffion 
to the Crown.' To fupport his Motion, he reprcfented the 
Danger of a Handing Army j urging, * That in CromwePs 
Time, a Force much leis than what will remain in Great 
Britain after the Reduction propos'd, had overturn'd the 
Monarchy, abolifti'd Epifcopacy, put down the Houfe of 
Peers, and driven the Commons from their Seats. He was 
feconded by Mr Bromley, and back'd by Mr Herne and 
General Rofs ; but they were oppos'd by General Stanhope, 
Mr Robert Walpole, and alfo by Mr Pulteney ; who de- 
clar'd, ' That before the Difcovery of the late Swedifti Con- 
fpiracy, while he had the Honour to ferve his Majefty as 
Secretary at War, he had receiv'd fuch Directions as Ihevv'd 
his Majefty "s Intentions, at that Time, to reduce Jlill a 
greater Number of Forces, ■than was now propos'd ; and 

therefore 
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therefore he did not doubt but his Majelty would do it as Aosai.CM.r. 
foon as the Safety of his Kingdoms would admit of it.' He 
added, ' That, in his Opinion, the Nation had no Reafon 
to fear any Thing from an Army, who, for neaT thirty Years 
pail, had given fignal Proofs of their firm Adherence to the 
Protectant Intereft, and of their Zeal to maintain the Liber- 
ties of their Country ; and that if there was any Danger at 
prefent, it was only from Foreign Counfels.' At length the 
Queftion being put upon Mr Shippers Motion, it was car- 
ry'd in the Negative by a Majority of 188 again ft 83. 

May 8. Mr Pulteney acquainted the Houfe, * That he ^y^jj. 
was apprehenfive of fome Mifmanagements, and Imbezle- imb«icmcniofthe 

. c l t_i- 1 hit • 1 - \ r f» . t. PabUck Money in 

ments of the pubhek Money, m relation to the 6000 Dutch r C uti nn t»6ooo 

Troops, and the Service in North Britain : ' Upon this 

it was refolv'd to prefent two Addrefles to his Maje- 

fty ; One for an Account of the Money given for the 

Payment of the 6000 Dutch Troops taken into his Majefty's 

Service during the late Rebellion, with the Charge of the 

Tranfportation of the faid Troops forwards and backwards, 

dillinguifhing each Particular under its refpeclive Head ; the 

Other for an Account of the Distribution of the Extraordi- 

■aries and Contingencies iflued out for the Service perform'd 

in North Britain during the late Rebellion. 

May 9. The Houfe prefented their Addrefs of Thanks to 
the King for his Speech, who returned the following A nfwer: 

Gentlemen, 

" TT is with great Pleafure that I find the Direaions I J^pf'/'fS 
*' i have given to make a Reduction in the Army, and my Thank* 
*' Intentions to grant an Act of Grace, are fo much to the 
■* Satisfa£tion of my faithful Commons. 

u I thank you for the hearty Aflunmces you give me of 
" your Affections to my Perfon and Government j andfhall 
" always make fuch an Ufe of the Confidence you repofe in 
•* me, as may be moll for the Advantage of my People. 

May 12. A warm Debate arofe on a very odd Occafion. 
Sir William Wyndham having movd, ' That DrSnape be * f £v£g?jj»£ 

r'd to preach before the Houfe at St Margaret's, Weft- {J/{££k£f £ 
miniter, upon the 2.9th of May ;' he was feconded by Mr 49th of May. 
Shippen, and back'd by all the Members who had lately re- Dthit0 «"*««i' 
fign'd their Employments. Mr Horatio Walpole, who fpoke m[iovjp»I#. 
firft after Mr Shippen, faid, * That it was unufjal, on fuch 
Occafions, to put the Negative on any Man, whom a Mem- 
ber of that Houfe had thought fit to name ; and that Df 
c was not only a Perfon of Merit and great Learning, 
had likewife the Honour to be one of his Majefty*s 
plains.' Mr Robert Walpole faid, « That he knew Dt t& vwi*»*. 
to be a very learned, and a very honeft Maw* Tn.a.t 
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he had not only entrufted him with the Education of hi 
Children, but alfo recommended the Sons of the Duke o 
Devonlhire and Lord Townlhend to his Care ; and ther 
fore he could not but think, that he might be trufted wi 
preaching a Sermon before that Aflembly." Mr Lechmer 
oppos'd them, and faid, * That he could not but wonder 
that a Member who had been one of the Managers againft 
Dr Sacheverd, ihould now fpeak in Behalf of a Divine who 
had after ted the fame Notions of Paflive Obedience and Non- 
Refiftance, for which the other had been profecuted ; and 
who had lately attacked a ftrenuous and worthy ChampL 
of the Revolution and Proteftant Succeffion.' Mr Aiflabi 
anfwer'd, ' That he gave his Vote to Dr Snape, becaufe he 
look'd upon htm as a learned and honeft Man : And as for 
having written againft the Bilhop of Bangor's [Dr Hoadliyx 
Sermon, he did not think it a fufficient Reafon to put upon 
him a Negative, which would be prejudging of a Contro 
verfy that did not properly belong to their Cognizance." 
The Lord Guernfey alfo fpoke in Behalf of Dr Snape ; and 
Mr Hungerford laid, * That if the Court had not interpos'd 
the Do£lor might have (hewn the Bifhop fine Sport; but that 
the King having order'd his Miniilers to dilband Part of the 
Army, they had, by Miflake, dilbanded the Convocation.' 
Sir William Wyndham's Motion being thus ftrongly fup 
ported, and Mr Lechmere being back'd only by Sir Jo 
feph Jekyll, Mr Bofcawen, Mr Treby, and a few more, 
the Queftion was put, and carry'd in the Affirmative, by 
1 4. i Voices againft 131 ; and Sir William Wyndham and 
Mr Shippen were ordered to acquaint Dr Snape with the De- 
fire of the Houfe. 

May 1 j. It was refolv'd to addrefs his Majefty to give 

Tranfe.'ution^- Directions to the Coramiflioner of Tranfports to lay before 

•Jwfaoa Dutch this Houfe all fuch Directions as he has recetv'd or [riven, 

and fuch Letters and Papers as are in his Hands relating to 

the Tranfportation of the Dutch Troops, and all Accounts 

and Demands relating thereto - 

May 18. After the difpatching of private Bufinefs, Mr. 
Hungerford rnov'd, That Leave be given to bring in a 
Bill for examining, faking, and Hating the publick Account! 
of the Kingdom- He was feconded by Mr. Horatio Wal- 
pole ; but the Queftion being put, it pafs'd in the Negative. 

May 20. The Commons having refolv'd themfelvcs into a 
Committee of the whole Houfe, to confider farther of Ways 
and Means for raiftng the Supply granted to his Majefty, 
Gen. Stanhope laid before them the refpective Propofals of 
the South-Sea Company, and of the Bank of England, which 
were read, and which the Reader will find in the FOTES 
of this Seflion. 



flif Jofeph Jefeyll, 
Mr Hojcawim, 

Mr Treby. 



An Addrefi refolv'd 



Trocju, 



Mr Hungerford S 

Moiipn for a Hill 
far Stating ,l, E 
publidc Account*. 



Ctn. Sunhope 
fayobcfureibe 
Houfe tie Propo- 
fals of Ibe S. S. 
Company and tie 



Debate thereon,. 
Mr R. WtipoJct 
Mr Hutthefija, 



Mr Lowndes. 



( <3* ) 
After the Raiding of thefe Propofals, Mr. Robert Wal" Ara » ! «w. t. 
pole rais'd Objections againJl them, particularly againlr. that 
of the South-Sea Company. He was feconded by Mr. 
Hutchefon, who eadeavour'd to (hew, 'That the Nati- 
on would icarce gain this Year 100,000 I. by that Bargain ; 
and therefore he was for putting off this Affair 'till the next 
Sefiion, to give the Communities Time to make more reason- 
able Propofals.' He was anfwer'd by Mr. * Lowndes, Mem- 
ber for St. Maw's, who faid, ' He had much ado to find out 
the Meaning of the Member who fpoke lail ; that in the 
fame Speech he had advane'd, That the Nation would gain 
nothing this Year, and then own 'd that the Nation would gain 
100,000 1. That fuppofing the Gain to be no more than 
the lalt mentioned Sum, yet the Propofal of the South-Sea 
Company was not to be rejected, fince k would enable 
the Nation to begin to reduce the publick Debts. That 
in cafe the Propofals of the Communities were not 
thought reafonable, nothing, in his Opinion, could be more 
effectual to bring the Communities to Reafon, than a Vote of 
that Houfe ; and therefore the Commons needed but declare 
their Intentions, and he did not doubt but the Communities 
would comply therewith.' After Mr. Hutchefon had reply'd 
fomething by Way of Explanation, Mr. Hungerford faid, Mr Kaneeiftn!. 
' That for his own Part, he ever was of Opinion, that the 
Parliamentary Faith ought to be preferv'd untouch'd and 
inviolable ; that by keeping up the National Credit, England 
was glutted with Money, and was become the general Bank 
of Europe, while moil of the neighbouring States were re- 
due'd to Streights, and wanted Specie. That France had lore 
her Credit, or rather never had any ; and if there was any 
Money in that Kingdom, 'twas in the Hands of the Re- 
gent ; for what Purpofe he could not tell. That though the 
Parliamentary Faith ought to remain inviolate, yet he did 
not doubt, but the Wifdom of the Reprefentatives of the 
Nation couldfind legal Ways to reduce the IntereH of publick 
Securities, fince the Parliamentary Faith confifted only in the 
kcuring the Payment of the Capital Sums advane'd by pri- 
vate Perfons for the Ufe of the Publick. That he did not 
underftand why the Publick mould pay a higher Intereft than 
a private Man. That he knew by Experience, and in the 
Courfe of his Bufinefs, that Money may be had at 4I. per 
Cent, on good Securities ; that there was on the Floor a 
Member of the Houfe who had lent him 20,000 !. at that 
Rate ; and therefore it was to be hop'd, that the Communi- 
ty weighing all this, would offer to the Houlc more 
reafonable Propolis.' Mr. John Smith backM Mr. Hunger- ut j.aai* 
R 2 ford 
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ford, and faid, ■ That one would have expecled, that tfte 
Communities and money'd Men, who, to make themfelvei 
popular, boaft of their Zeal for the prefect Government, 
Ihould, on this Occafion, have given convincing Proofs of 
it, by contributing more than they offex'd to do, towards re- 
ducing the publick Debts, and cafing the landed Men, who 
for fo many Years have born the greateft Part of the Nation- 
al Burdens. That, in his Opinion, it was of dangerous Con- 
fequence to borrow Money of the Communities upoi. 
Foot of their Propofajs, fmce by the granting them a Term 
of Years, the Parliament debarr'd themfelvcs of the Liberty 
of taxing publick Funds, which they had a Right to do, in 
cafe of extreme Neccflity, without violating the Parliamenta- 
ry Faith. That, for his own Part, he thought the Commu- 
nities ought to be fatisfy'd with one Year's Notice ; but the 
Seafon being fo far advane'd, that there could not be above 
five Months before the next Sefllon, he was for putting off 
this Bufinefs 'till then ; and, in the mean Time, the Com- 
munities might maturely confider of it,' Upon this, Mr. * 
Mr Hpffcinit Hopkins, Member for Ilcheftcr, replied, i That he had as 
great a Regard to the landed, as to the money 1 d Intereft ; 
not only becaufe he had, God be thank'd, fome Land of his 
own, but alfo becaufe he was fatisfy'd that the landed and 
jnoney'd Interdh are entirely the fame, fince the Value of 
Land rifes or falls in Proportion to the Plenty or Scarcity of 
Money. That in the Courfe of Bufinefs, it is ufual for thole 
who borrow, to propofe fome Advantage to the L< r 
but that on this Occafion, the Communities were fo far from 
getting any Thing by advancing Money to the Government, 
that, on the contrary, they facrifie'd their own rntereft to that 
of the Publick. That if the Thing was rightly confider'd, it 
would be found, that the Perfons concern 'd in the South-Sea 
Stock, by contenting themfelves with an Intereft of 5 l. fur 
Cent, inftead of fix, to which they are intituled by an Act 
of Parliament, did, in Reality, lofe 20 l. in every 1 20 1. fo 
that the Company, by accepting the fame Annuity for 
twelve Millions which they had before for ten, did in Effect 
prefent the Government with two Millions, which being ap- 
ply'd to the paying off" the Lotteries and other redeemable 
Funds, great Advantages might thereby accrue to the Pub- 
lick. That he could not forbear taking Notice of what had 
been fuggefted by fome People without, That the Intereft of 
the publick Funds might be reduced at once by an Aft of Par- 
liament ; but that he hop'd no fuch Thing was ever intend- 
ed 
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ed by any that fat in thatHonfe; for, in his Opinion.it 
could not be done without violating the Parliamentary Faith, 
and giving a dangerous Wound to publick Credit.' This 
Speech was anfwer'd by Mr. Aiflabie, who took Notice, Mr AtfWue. 
• That of late Years the Companies of money 'd Men were 
grown fo proud as not only to treat familiarly with the Par- 
liament, but even to pretend to dictate to them ; that there- 
fore it was high Time to give them a Check, and let them 
know, that the landed Men, and their Representatives, were 
Mailers of the main Spring and Stock of the Wealth and 
Strength of the Kingdom . And, concluded, for putting off 
this Biifinefs 'till the next Seffion.' Hereupon Colonel 
Bladen, Member for Stockbridge, fhew'd, how dangerous Cot. nuden. 
it was CD delay an Affair of fo great Importance ; and he 
was back'd by Sir Fifter Tench, Member for Southwark. 
On the other Hand, Mr Pulteney faid, * He did not know 
what private Advantage fome Perfons might have in accepting 
(be Propofal of the South-Sea Company ; but that, in his 
Opinion, no Term of Years ought to be granted, or, at moll, 
not above three Years.* General Stanhope,betng fcnlible that 
the Oppofition made againft the Propofals of the Communi- 
ties, and the Refle£lion of private Advantage, were chieHy 
level'd againft him, thought fit to vindicate himfeli : * He 
ingenuoufly own'd his Incapacity for the Affairs of theTrea- 
fury, which were To remote from his Studies and Inclinati- 
on, that therefore he would fain have kept the Employ- 
ment he had before, which was both more eafy, and more 
profitable to him ; but that he thought it his Duty to obey 
the King's Commands. That, however, he would endea- 
vour to make op, by Application, Honeity, and Difintereit- 
ednefs, what he wanted in Abilities and Experience. That 
he would content himfelf with the Salary and lawful Perqui- 
fitei of his Office ; and though he had quitted a better Place, 
he would not quarter himfelf upon any Body to make it up; 
that he had no Brothers, nor other Relations, to provide for ; 
and that, upon his firft entring into the Treafury, he had 
made a Handing Order againft the late Practice of granting 
Reverfions of Places.' Mr Walpole, who thought himfelf Mir. u i >_. 
refle&ed on in what Gen. Stanhope had faid, reply' J with 
great Warmth, complaining of Breach of Frtendfhip, and 
betraying private Converfation, ' He frankly own'd, That 
le he was in Employment, he had endeavour'd to ferve 
his Friends and Relations ; than which, in his Opinion, no- 
thing was more reafonable, or more jufl: That as to the 
granting Reverfions, he was willing to acquaint the Houle 
with the Meaning of it ; T ha he had no Objections againft 
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■ the German Minifters, whom his Majefty brought wit 
from Hanover, and who, as far as he hadobferv'd, had all 
along behav'd themfelves like Men of Honour ; but that 
there was a mean Fellow, of what Nation he could not tell, 
who took upon him to difpofe of Employments ; that this 
Man having obrain'd the Grant of a Reversion, delignM 
for his Son, Mr Walpole thought ic too good for him, and 
therefore kept it for his own Son. That thereupon that 
Foreigner was fo fancy as to demand of him the Sum of 
2500 1. under Pretence, that he had been ofFer'd fo much 
for the faid Reverfion ; but that he was wifer than to com- 
ply with his Demand. And that one of the chief Reafons. 
that made him refign his Places, was, becaufe he would not 
connive at fome Things that were carrying on.' General 
Stanhope anfwer'd ; Mr Walpole reply'd ; and fome hard 
ExprclTions having eicap'd them in the Heat of the Dis- 
pute, Mr Hungerford endeavour'd to put a Stop to it. • I 
am forry, faid he, to fee thefe two great Men fall foul on 
one another ; however, in my Opinion, we muft £1111 look 
upon them as Patriots, and Fathers of their Country i and 
iince they have, by Mifchance, difcover'd their Nakednefs, 
we ought, according to the Culloin of the Eaft, as the 
Scripture tells us, cover it by turning our Back upon them. 
He added, That this unlucky Accident had, however, pro- 
duced fome Good, in that it had reveal'd a Piece of fecret 
Hiftory, viz. the fcandalous Practice of felling Places and 
Reversions ; and therefore he moy'd, That the honourable 
Member who made the Difcovery, might be call'd upon 
to name the Perfon.' No Body feconding this Motion, 
Sir Jofeph Jekyll * brought back the Attention of the Af- 
fembly to the Buftnefs under Confideration, and fhew'd the 
Danger of putting off till the next Winter, the Conclufion 
of an Affair of lb great Confequence. He was backed by 
Mr Aiflabte, who faid, ' That as he never defign'd, fo he 
would not be thought to oppofeany Thing that carry'd the 
Face of publick Good ; and therefore he was for granting 
to the South-Sea Company the Term of Years that had 
been mention'd, viz. fix Years, and a Year's Notice." The 
Quell ion being put thereupon, it was carry 'd without di- 
viding. The Speaker having refum'd the Chair, Mr Bof- 
cawen acted the Part of a common Friend between General 
Stanhope and Mr Walpole, faying, ■ That it was melan- 
choly ro fee that any Difference fhould happen between 
thofe two worthy Members, unbecoming their own Cha- 
racters, and the Dignity of that AlTembly j bui that 'twould 
(till be a greater Misfortune, if they mould go out with 
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any Refentment ; and therefore he mov'd, That the Houfe 
would lay their Commands upon diem, that no farther 
Notice be taken of what had pafs'd, Mr Methuen fecond- utudma. 
ed Mr Bofcawen, whofe Motion being unanimoufly agreed 
to, the Speaker put it immediately in Execution. 

May 21. Mr Pulteney, made Obfervations on fome Pa- MrPu'tercr mwej 
pers which, that Day, had been laid before the Houfe by flTiJ^ibefJrc* 
Mr Coleby, the Commiffioner for Tranfports, relating to lo^s^S 
theTranfportation of the Dutch Troops in November 1715, 
and fuggeiled, That the Perfon who was entrufted with the 
Management of that Affair, \nttaning the Lord Cadagan\ 
had defrauded the Publtck, on feveral Articles ; and, that 
the Houfe might be thoroughly inform'd of the whole 
Matter, he mov'd, That his Majefty be addrefs'd for the 
feveral Papers that might give Light into that Transporta- 
tion. He was feconded and back'd by feveral Members ; 
upon which it was refolv'd and order'd, to prefent four Ad- which is agreed 1* 
drefifes to his Majefty, viz. I. For an Account of the Par- 
ticulars of the Sum of 2106/. 121. id, with Copies of 
the Vouchers for paying the fame, charg'd for bringing 
the 6000 Dutch Troops from their refpedtive Garrifons to 
Oftend, in order to embark for Great Britain, at the Time 
of the late Rebellion. II. An Account of the Particulars 
of the Sum of 992 /. 3 1 . 6 d. with Copies of the Vouch- 
ers, &e. for Tents, Sacks, and other Neceharies faid to be 
deliver 1 d to the faid 6000 Dutch Forces. III. Copies of 
all the Contrails made for tranfporting the faid Troops to 
Great Britain, and Copies of all Vouchers for paying any 
Sums of Money relating to the fame. And, I V. An Ac- 
count of all the Bills of Exchange drawn from Abroad upon 
the refpc&ive Offices of Great Britain, in the Years 1715 
and 1716, for, or on Account of, the late Rebellion. 

May z2. The Commons, in a Committee of the whole TteGmi 
Houfe on Ways and Means, took into Conftderation the f^hJXnf^ 
Propofal of the Bank of England, for advancing Money to Sg *'! ,s *V l £-' n '" 
the Government j upon which there arofe a Debate, that 
lailed three or four Hours, and then the farther Considera- 
tion of that Matter was put off til! the 24th, when the 
Committee came to feveral Refolutions ; and Mr Speaker 
having refum'd the Chair, the Report of the Refolutions 
relating to the South-Sea Company, and the Bank of Eng- 
land, was order'd to be receiv'd upon that Day Se'nnight j 
but the Governor and Directors of the Bank of England 
having made a Demur upon accepting the Conditions offer'd 
them by the Commons, before they had held a General 
Court, the faid Report was, on the 3 1 ti of May, farther 
adjourn 'd to the 6th of June. 



Br Snipe hu the 
Thinks ■ 
Heufefor biiScr 
man. 



( '36 ) 

«n»j.GB*f. ftfev 24 The Houfe refolv'd to addrefa his Majefty* 

V^^^^V"*" 1 '-' That fiich Directions as were fent to his Minifters in Hol- 

Tbe Hrwfc reftiiw land, and their Anfwers, as far as they relate to the Ex - 

5!S"rdai:np to the pence of the Dutch Troops, be laid before the Houfe. 
fcw, Dutch Trpop.. May 2J , % The L(jrds f eat a Me n; a g e t0 t }, e Commons to 

aojint the Hotiic acquaint them that their Lordfliips had appointed the 13th 
teiiZSJteOf June, for the Trial of the Earl of Oxford- 
f hP Hi k *T w?*" ^ a 3 3°' ^ e Commons having taken the faid MciTige 

into Confederation, appointed a Committee to confider of the 
SlS/rid Slate of the Impeachment againft the faid Earl. Several 
toihe*fcc15i n S : m- Members of the Secret Committee, who firll puflTd on that 
miiiet, Profecution, being call'd up to the Houfe of Peers, as Sir 

Richard Onflow, the Lord Coningsby, and Sir Robert Marfh- 
am ; fome abfent, and others grown remifs and jndiffcren 
in the Matter, it was thought proper to fupply thofe Defefis, 
by adding to the remaining Members of the faid Secret 
Committee, Mr, Carter, Sir William Thompfon, Serj. 
Birch, Serj. Pengelly, Serj. Reynolds, and Mr. Guidott. 
And it was ordered, That the faid Committee have Power 
to fend for Perfons, Papers, and Records, and to adjourn to 
fuch Times and Places as they ftiould think fit. 

The fame Day, Sir William Wyndham rnovd, That the 

Thanks of the Hgufe be given to Dr. Snape, for the Sermon 

by him preachM before this Houfe the Day before, at St. 

Margaret's Weftminfler, and that he be defir'd to print the 

fame : He was feconded by Mr. Shippen, and oppos'd by the 

fame Party who bad oppos'd the Doctor's preaching, but the 

Queftion being put, was carry' d in the Affirmative by 86 

Voices againft 70. 

sererai Paptn »- Several Papers relating to the 6000 Dutch Troops, were 

^ViJd beta? Jaid before the Commons, and upon a Motion made by Lieu- 

Houie. tenant General Erie, it was refolv'd to take that Affair into 

Confideration, in a Committee of the whole Houfe, the 

Tuefday following- 

June 3. Mr. Coleby, the Commiflioner for Tranf- 
ports. Lieutenant General Maccartney, and others, were or- 
der'd to attend, the next Morning, the Committee of the 
whole Houfe, to whom it was referr'd to confider of dn 
Matters relating to the Tranfportation of the Dutch Forces 
The fameDay the Secret Committee met for the firll Time, 
and chofe Mr, Carter for their Chairman, in the Room o 
Mm£T*MM i„ Mr, Walpole, who abfentcd himfelf ; and General Stanhope 
happening at this Time to be indifpos'd, die Committee met 
feveral Times without being able to do any Bufincfs. Thi 
was the Reafon why four other Perfons were added to 
the reft, viz. Mr. Addifon, Mr. Craggsjun. Sir Nathaniel 
Mead and Mr, Jeflbp. 

Juns 
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Junttf. The Houfe, according to Order, was to refolveitfelf 
into a Committee of the whole Houfe, to take into Confide- 
ration the feveral Papers, relating to the Charge of Tranf- 
portation of the Dutch Troops, to and from Great Britain j 
and likewife the Papers relating to the Contingencies and 
Extraordinarles, for Services perform'd in North Britain dur- 
ing the Rebellion : But the Courtiers obferving. That the 
Tory-Party, now ftrongly reinfore'd by the difcontented 
Whigs, had the Majority, a Motion was made, That the 
ingrofs'd Malt-Bill be read a third Time. This Motion 
being contrary to Order, was oppos'd not only by all the 
Tories, but alio by many of the Court- Party, who were not 
in the Secret of it j fo that after a Debate of about an Hour, 
the Queftion being put, was carry'd in the Negative by a 
vaft Majority. This preliminary Skirmiih had, however, 
the Effect the Court-Party expected, which was only to give 
Time to their abfent Friends to come to the Houfe- In the 
mean while, the Court-Party having propos'd Mr Farrcr to 
be Chairman of the Grand Committee, Mr. Walpole put up 
Mr. Edgcombe in Oppofition to him ; and the former doubt- 
ing their Strength, chofe /rather to yield, than to run the 
Hazard of a Difappoimment ; fo that Mr. Edgcombe was 
accordingly plac'a in the Chair. This done, the CIrrk 
proceeded to the Reading of the Papers that had been laid 
before the Houfe, relating to the Tranfportation of tht 
Dutch Forces, after the Reading of which, Mr. Pulteneymade 
a Speech, wherein he fhew'd ' That there had been great 
Sumsof Money ernbezzel'd in this Expedition i that he could 
not fix the Fraud upon any Body ; but chat it plainly appear 'd, 
that the Sum of upwards of 2000 1. was 'twice eharg'd for 
the lame Service, viz. for tranfporting the Dutch Forces into 
Great Britain. 1 This wasanfwer'd by Mr. Craggs, * who, in 
particular, ftiew'd the Reafon why the refpective Sums of 
2045 1. and 2061 1. were eharg'd for Tranfports. On the 
other Hand, Lieutenant General Maccnrtney, who had aflift~ 
ed the Lord Cadogan in taking Care of the Marching and 
Embarkation of the Dutch Troops, being examin'd at the 
Bar, vouch 'd feveral Particulars-relating to the Provisions and 
Tranfports. But neverthelefs, Mr Robert Walpole, Mr 
Shippen, and Mr Smith, maintain'd Mr Pultcney's Affertion, 
with a great deal of Warmth, and made fevere Reflections 
on the Perfons employ 'd in bringing over the Dutch Troops, 
On the contrary, Mr Lechmere f, Gen. Stanhope, Mr 
Hampden, Sir William Thompfon, and Mr Aiilabic, fpoke 
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in Vindication of the Lord Cadogan. Mr Robert Walpole 
fupportcd Mr Pulteney's Charge with much Vehemence, and 
at two different Times, fpoke near the Space of two Hours, 
and (train" d his Voice to that Degree, that he was taken 
with a violent Bleeding at the Nofe, which obliged him to 
go out of the Houfe ; but came back before the Quell ion 
was put. The main Strefs of his Reafoning was, * That 
by the Papers that had been read, there was an apparent 
Fraud ; tho' he could not fay, but that it might afterwards 
appear otherwife ; and he could not tell, but that the Lord 
Cadogan might produce other Evidence to prove his Inno- 
cence.' Sir Jol'eph Jekyll took Notice of the Inconfiftcncy 
of Mr Walpole' s Argument ; for if the Fraud was apparent, 
it was confequently real ; and if fuch, it was impoflible to 
appear otherwife, and confequently for the Perfon on whom 
the Fraud was laid, to prove himfelf innocent ; but that, in 
his Opinion, neither was there any apparent Fraud, nor, if 
there were, could it, with any Jullice or Equity, be charg'd 
on the Lord Cadogan, who, in all this Affair, acted only as 
a publick Minifter, and not either as a Commanderi or an 
Agent ; concluding with Come Praifeson hisLordlhip, who, 
in Military AiFairs, held the fecond Rank, next to that 
Great Man to whom every Body allow 1 d the firft.' Mr Lech- 
mere likewife dillingumVd himfelf on this Occafion ; and 
urg'd, ' That this Enquiry was altogether frivolous and 
groundlefs : That as it was the Refult of Party Pique and 
Malice, fo it had no other View than to blacken and afperfe 
a Perfon whofe greateft Crime was, that he had real bright 
Qualities, that drown'd the Tiniel Merit of others. That 
this Enquiry was of the fame Nature with thofe that had 
formerly beenfeton Footagalnlt the Duke of Marlborough, 
the Lord Townfhend, and an honourable Member of that 
Houfe j and, he hop'd, would have the fame End. That it 
look'd very itrange, that the Perfons who now appear'd the 
hottelt in this Enquiry, mould have been fdent about thefe 
pretended Frauds while they were in Place : But that it was 
irill more furprizing to hear them exclaim, with fo much 
Rancour and Birternefj, againft a noble Lord, of whom they 
had been heard to fay, That the fpeedy fupprefling of the 
Rebellion in Scotland, was, under God, owing to his Acti- 
vity and Indefatipsblenefs ; and that if another General had 
had the Management of char Affair, he would have made it 
a ten Years War,' Mr Hurgerford fpoke in Favour of the 
Lord Cadogin, and faid, ' He wonder'd there was fo much. 
Noife made about a Dutch Reckoning j that by all that had 
been laid before them, the Lord Cadogan appear'd very in- 
nocent ; and therefore he thought he deferv'd rather the 
Praifc, than the Cenfure of the Houfe.' After both Parties 

had 
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had maintain'd the Conflict 'till near Eight in the Even- 
ing, Genera] Stanhope, in order to let cbe Bufinefs drop, 
mov'd, That the Chairman leave the Chair : Which, upon 
the Queftion being put, was carry'd in the Affirmative by 

againft 194. This was look'd upon as 3 great Victory 
on the Court Side ; for had the other Party gain'd their 
Point, it was apprehended, that they defign'd not only to 
have pafs'd a Ccnfure upon the Lord Cadogan, but alio to 
have curry'd the Enquiry farther, 

yune 1 2. Mr Carter reported from the Committee ap- 
pointed to confider the State of the Impeachment againft 
Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, * That the Com- 
mittee had met feveral Times, and made fome Progrefs in 
the Matters to them refcrr'd j but that the Profecution of 
the faid Impeachment having been interrupted for fo many 
Months, by the Intervention of many weighty and urgent 
Affairs, which more nearly and immediately concern 'd the 
Welfare, Defence, and Security of the Kingdom ; ft was 
become nb folutely neceffary for thofewho mould be appoint- 
ed to manage the laid Impeachment, to review, and care- 
fully perufe all the Treaties, Records, Letters, and other 
Papers proper and neceffary for fupporting this Profecution ; 
which being ytfy voluminous, it would be impoffible within 
lie Time appointed for the Trval, to adjuft and apply 
the proper Evidence to the feveral Articles/ Hereupon it 
was moved, That a Meffage be fent to the Lords, acquaint- Morion iordcfirin E 
ing them with the Reafons why this Houfe could not pro- ',ttf r \i) 'A 
ceed on the Tryal of Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl ^ 1 n ^ c b ^ om ' 
Mortimer, at the Time appointed ; and to deiirc that the prepv-d to proceed 
fame might be put off to a farther Day. Upon this there i&M& "• 
was, for two or three Minutes, a Silence in the Houfe, the 
Members looking upon one another, waiting who mould Debate thereon. 
fpeak firft. At laft, Mr Hunger ford rofe up, and took Mr Hunger*^ 
Notice of the great Hardflups which the Earl of Oxford 
had undergone. Then Mr Bofcaiven exprefs'd his Concern, Mr Bofci«rco. 
• That a Profecution. which the Commons had begun in fo 
folemn a Manner, and which was thought fo neeefkiry to 
vindicate the Honour and Juftice of ihe Nation, fhoild, 
at laft, be dropp'd ; which, he was fure, would be a Re- 
fleelion on that Houfe.* Here again was a deep Silence * 
and Mr Speaker rifing, in order to put the Queftion, Mr 
Tuffhel took that Opportunity to fpeak as follows. 

Mr Speaker, 
* I have not yet troubled the Houfe upon any of ^e wr Tuiw«Ut 
Impeachments ; However, finoe I have given my Aflent to r 
every Article exhibited againft this Noble Lord, I think it, 
in fome Meafure, incumbent upon me, to declare the B 
*b>' I did io. I am fure there is no Gentleman in tin. 
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Houfe, that at any Time more unwillingly comes into any 
Thing that has the leail Appearance of Severity towards 
his Fellow- Subjefts, than my felf. And I can, with a 
great deal of Sincerity affirm, that no pcrfonal Pique, Pre- 
judice, or Refentment ever did, and I hope never will, in- 
fluence my Vote ; especially when either the Life, the 
Fortune, or the Reputation of any Man is concern'd. What 
I did, I did out of a difinterefted Zeal ; out of an indifpen- 
fible Love and Duty to my Country '. And whatever may 
be the Fate of this Profecution, I then thought, and ftill 
am of Opinion, that the Meafures which this Noble Lord 
enter'd into, as Prime Minifter, have, if I may be excus'd 
the Impropriety of the Expreffion, laid a Foundation for 
the Ruin of his Country. I have already declar'd, that 
I have, in every Part of the Accufation, voted againft this 
Noble Lord. As to the Articles of High Crimes and Mif- 
demeanors, I believe there is np Body but thinks there was; 
Sufficient Ground for them : As to the High Treaibn, 
where lay the only Difficulty, I muft freely own, had I 
confulted only my ^private Opinion, I could fcarce have 
thought it included in the twenty-fifth of Edward III. But 
when an honourable Gendeman, who was then Chairman 
of the Secret Committee, undertook, in a Fatt which the 
Houfe had already adjudg'd to be High Treafon, to bring 
that Matter as home to the Earl of Oxford, as the Report 
had done to the then Lord Bolingbroke ; when he gave us 
all the Aflurances imaginable, that they had living and 
legal Evidence to fupport the Charge ; fuch as it was a!- 
moft the unanimous Opinion of the Committee, might be 
given in Weflminfter-Hall ; and he hop'd, that fuice the 
Houfe had thought fit to repofe a Confidence in them, it 
would not be expected the Evidence fhould be difcover'd, 
left it might give them an Opportunity of being fedue'd : 
This, I fay, and this alone, fway'd my Opinion. I then 
confider^d my felf adring, not as a Judge, but as a Profecu- 
tor. And when that very ingenious Gentleman, whom I 
always hear with the greateft Pleafure, and to whofe Judg- 
ment I always pay the greatell Deference, I fay, when his 
Honour, his Underftanding, his Veracity, his every Thing 
was fo far engag'd, the only Queftion with me was, whe- 
ther it was reafonable to undertake the Profecution, or not i 
And upon thefe Confiderations I can T t but think I fhould 
have been extremely wanting in that Duty which I owe to 
my Country, if I fhould have declined giving my Vote to 
bring an Offender to publkk Juflice > when, at the fame 
Time, I was fully convine'd that he had becray'd the 
Hnnour and Interelt of this Nation.' 

Mr 
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Mr Bromley taking Notice, that the Dint of this Speech ajwo j. Ceo. i. 
was principally levell'd at Mr Robert Walpole, endeavour'd . ^»-Sn^ j 
to vindicate him, by faying, ' That tho' he was Chairman Mt Bromley/*^ 
of the fecret Committee, yet, if any Thing was done 
amifs among them, it were hard to lay all the Blame at his 
Door, fuice die whole Committee were equally concern'd 
in the Impeachments/ As to the Matter now under Con- 
^deration, Mr Bromley added, * That they had been told 
above a Year and a half ago, that the Evidence was ready ; 
but that they opght not to give the Lords the Trouble of 
going thro' the whole Impeachment, fince, in his Opi- 
nion, twenty of the Articles were altogether vain and need- 
lefs.' Some Members refenting this Aflertion, Mr Brom- 
ley immediately explained himfelf, faying, ' That if the 
two Articles that were for High Treafon, could be made 
good, the other twenty would be needlefs and infignificant. ' 
Mr Shippen, who fpoke on the fame Side, faid, among Mr shipped. 
other Things, * That this Impeachment had been depend- 
ing fo long, that every Body expected it would be dropt ; 
and, indeed, unlefs the two Articles of High Treafon could 
be made good, he thought it uareafonable to give the two 
Houfes an unneceflary Trouble about the other Articles, 
by keeping them fitting in the hotteft Part of the Summer : 
That, after all, thofe who had firit begun the Impeach- 
ments, ought to be fatisfy'd with having got the Places of 
thofe that were impeach'd ; which, indeed, feem'd to be 
what they had principally in View : That the Truth of this 
appear' d evidently from the Behaviour of the Gentleman 
who was the moll forward and active in the Impeachments, 
[Mr Robert Walpolt\ whole Warmth was very much abated 
("nice he was out of Place : That he did not mention this as 
a Reflection on that Gentleman, for whom he ever had a 
great Refpect ; but that he was afraid this would leflen him 
in the Eftccm of others : That, for his own Part, he was 
not in the lead: furpriz'd at this Conduct ; of which he had, 
of late, obferv'd many Instances ; but that he ever difap- 
prov'd it : That if he would have been a Time-ferver, he 
might, as well as other People, have got feme good Em- 
ployment j but that he rather chofe to be contented with a 
fmall private Fortune, than betray his Sentiments : And as 
an Inftance, he added, he could never be guilty of fo much 
Adulation, as to compliment a certain Pcrfon with the 
Rank of fecond General, [meaning the Lard Cadogati) to the 
Prejudice of an honourable and worthy Member of that 
Houfcj [meaning General Wtbb~\ whofe glorious Aftions had 
gain*d him an immortal Name.' Mr Hungerford then faid,^ Hao|c.-f«Ti. 
* That for his own Part, he ever was againft Impeach 
meats, becaufe he had obfervM <!»at tliey generally come to 
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nothing ; and as for the Reflection made by the worthy 
Gentleman who fpoke laft, he fupposM it was meant for 
fome Body elfe : [Looking, as be Jpoie this, towards Sir 
Joftpb Jefytt, who jat near bint, and 'who, (Page \ 38) bad 
fpokctt in behalf of the Lord Cadogan] Sir Jofeph Jekyll 
juftify'd himfelf, both as to this, and as to the Share he 
had in the Impeachment of the Earl of Oxford ; having, 
from the Beginning, been againil the Articles for High 
Treafon. After this, Mr Walpole made a feint Apology 
for himfelf, faying, among other Things, * That he had 
of late look'd over fome of the moll material Papers re- 
lating to this Impeachment, and he was ftill convine'd in 
his Confcience, that the late Miniftry had given themfdves 
up entirely, and were ready to deliver up the Nation to 
France/ But having let drop an Infatuation, as if many 
who follow'd his Opinion in the Bufinefs of the Impeach- 
ments, did it rather out of Compliment to his Power, than 
to his Perfon, Mr Tuffhel refenting this Innuendo, imme- 
diately repell'd the Dint of it, by appealing to that honour- 
able Member, ' Whether he ever made his Court to him ? 
* And whether he had not paid him more Refpeft fince he 
was out, then when he was in Place ?' On the other Hand, 
Mr Lechmere ftrongly fupported the Morion for the Mef- 
fage, and, among other Things, faid, * It was no Wonder 
that a certain Set of Men, who had, at firft, oppos'd the 
Impeachments, mould now be for letting them drop ; and 
that this was yet the lefs furpriaing, in that the fame Gen- 
tlemen had constantly oppos'd all that had been propos'd for 
the Support of the prefent happy Settlement : But that for 
bis own Part, he was of the fame Opinion he ever had 
been of, viz. that the Nation could not profper, till they 
had brought thofe to Juflice, who betray'd its Allies in (b 
fcandalous a Manner, and brought it to the very 'Brink of 
Ruin ; and that he wquld venture his Life in this Profe- 
cution.' After this, it was carry'd, without dividing, That 
a Meflage be fent to the Lords ; which being done the 
fame Day, their Lordihips took it immediately into Con- 
fideration. 

June 13. The Lords fent a Meflage to the Commons to 
acquaint them with their Rcfolution, of putting otr the Earl 
of Oxford's Trial to the 24th of June. 

June 18. Writs having been ifiued to fupply Vacancies, 
J M ^ 1 . t0 occafionM by feveral Members having accepted Places, Mr 
Horatio Walpole mov'd, that Leave be given to bring in 
A Bill to repeal jo much of an A3 pafs'd in the Jixrb Tear of 
Queers Anne's Reign, intitfed, An At! for the Security of her 
Majeflfs Perfon and Government, &e a9 relates to the mak- 
ing any Perfon capable of being again elected after the Ac* 

ccptance 
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eeptance of any Office of Profit from the Crown. He was 
led by Mr Daniel Campbell, and no Member op- 
pofing that Motion* the faid Bill was order'd to be brought 
in. 

Junt z^- Being the Day appointed by the Lords for the JFJ* Commons re- 
Trial of the Earl of Oxford the Commons refolv'd to be a*7c^^^« 
prefent, as a Committee of the whole Houfe; and the «***<» *<**«*:■ 
Managers and other Members having taken their refpeclivc 
Places in Weftminfter-Hall, the Lords came thither like- 
wife, and the Earl of Oxford was brought to the Bar. 
Then, by the Lord High Steward's Commands, were read, 
I. The Articles of Impeachment exhibited by the Com- 
mons. II. The Earls Anfwer to them; and, III. The 
Replication of the Commons. After the Reading of which, 
the Lord High Steward addrefs'd himfclf to the Prifoner at 
the Bar in a Speech fuitable to the Occafion. This done, 
his Lordfhip told the Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
that they might proceed : And then Mr Hampden, one of 
the Managers for the Houfe of Commons, open'd his Charge, 
which being ended, Sir Jofeph Jekyll ftood up, in order to 
proceed on the firft Article of the Impeachment ; but as 
he was beginning to fpeak, he was interrupted by the Lord 
Harcourt, who fignify'd to their Lordfliips, that before the 
Managers for the Commons proceeded farther, he had 
fomething to offer to their Lordfliips, who thereupon ad- 
journ v d to their own Houfe, and the Commons return 'd to 
theirs. The Lords being about to go down again to Weit- 
minfter-Hall, fent a Menage to the Commons to acquaint 
them therewith ; upon which the Commons in a Committee 
of the whole Houfe, rcturo'd alfo to Weftminfter-HauV 
where the Lord High Steward acquainted the Managers 
with their Lordfliips Refolution, viz. ' That theCommons be tv tordi nutn 
' not admitted to proceed in order to nukegood the Articles Jj,| 

* againilRobert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, forHigh far m*ii Th**B. 

* Crimes and Mifdemeanours, till Judgment be firit given 

* upon the Articles for High Treafon.' 

This Refolution of the Lords was highly difigrceable to 
the Commons ; as it feem'd to prefcribe to them the par- 
ticular Articles on which they were iirft to proceed -Ac- 
cordingly feveral Conferences were held between both 
Houfes about the Method of Proceeding at the Earl of Ox- 
ford's Trial. 

Jnnt 27. The Commons having defir'd a free Conference Vpe „ v . 
with the Lords on the fubjeii Matter of the late Conferences, £ r y f ^ c h £.*=-" 

July i. Mr Carter * reported, That the Lords infilled up- Lori m 
on denying a free Conference j This put the Houfe into a 

Flame i 
* M*M Attorn ty Gvnrd tn tk Prim* <f W*ki m ^« Stffai. 

I 
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awhij. a*. 1. Flame ; and it being thereupon order'd, That the faid Report 
f- be Now taken into Consideration, feveral warm Speeches 



Dsbai* thereon were made on that Occafion, by General Stanhope and 
Mr"cS*T Mr Craggs, immediately after whom Mr Tuffhell rofe up, 
and fpoke as follows ; 
Mr Speaker, 
4 I can't but think the Proceeding of the Lords very ex- 
traordinary upon this Occafion, That, after having received 
the Articles as deliver'd in by this Houfe, they ihould 
now come to a Resolution, ' That the Commons be not ad- 
1 mitted to proceed upon the High Crimes and Mtfdemea- 
' nours, till judgment be firft given upon the Articles for 

* High Treafon. 1 And here, though unwillingly, I muft ob- 
ferve, That the Exprefiion made ufe of in their Lordlhipe 
Meffage to the Commons, to me feems very unfuitable to 
that Candor which they have fo remarkably Ihewn upon all 
Occafions^ and from whence this Houfe might reasonably 
expeel a more becoming Treatment. There's another 
Thing which I can't but take Notice of, which is, That 
after having had Conferences with the Commons on this 
Subject, they mould now refufe a free Conference, which I 
mould have thought, mull have been the natural Refult of 
the former, as being the moil probable Way to accommo- 
date Matters in Cafes of Difficulty. The Reaton they give 
for this their adhering to their Refolution is, That this is a 
Point of Judicature which folely belongs to their Lordfhips j 
whereas the Commons fay, 'Tis only a Matter of Profecu- 
tion. And yet, if this Objection were good, why was it 
not equally fo againfl their agreeing to the firft Conference ? 

* Notwithftanding thefe Confederations, if I could be of 
Opinion with thofe Gentlemen who think, either that the 
Honour of this Houfe is fo much concern 'd, or that it is fo 
eflential to the Rights of the Commons of Great Britain, I 
mould be as unwilling as any one here, to contribute the 
leaft towards the betraying of them. But iince I don't 
hear 'tis pretended that there are any Precedents on either 
Side ; and I can, by no Means, think it of that Confe- 
quence which fome Gentlemen feem to imagine, especially 
if there be a * Saving to the Rights and Privileges of this 

* Houfe:' I mould be inclin'd to be of Opinion, That it 
would be better to acquiefce in the Method propofed by the 
Lords, than to let a Profecution entirely drop, which has 
fo univerfally raffed the Expectations of Mankind. Then 
we mould fee, what that living and legal Evidence is, which 
we have been fo often promis'd from thofe, in whom the 
Houfe repofed the greateft Confidence ; and if there ihould 
be any Failure in the Proof of the High Treafon, the Blame 
might lie in ito proper Place/ 

f Sir 
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* Sir, I am forry to find there mould be iuch Remiflhels Anno i &<>• *• 
in a Profecution, which was formerly carry'd on with fo much O^N/**^^ 
Warmth and Vigour. And I could wifli to fee that Spirit of 
Patriotifm, which has hitherto animated this Houfe ; that 
juft Refentnicnt for our injured Country, once more revived. 
Where's now that publick fpirited, difuiterefled Zeal, which 
then warm 1 d the Patriot's Brealt? Are all thofe glorious 
Thoughts and Heroick Sentiments quite evaporated ? How 
comes it that thofe who then felt, and made others to feel, 
fuch an Intenfenefs of Heat, fuch a lively Emotion of Spirit, 
are now fo calm and undifturb'd ? That thofe who were then 
fo full of Heat and Flame, are now fo cold and lifelefs ? Is 
the Nature of Things fo far altered, that what was then the 
moft flagrant High Treafon, is now Nothing at all ? 

* Mr. Speaker, My Concern is for the Honour of this 
Houfe, which has been fo far engag'd by Aifurances of 
Evidence to fupport the Charge. I muft therefore take the 
Liberty to call upon thofe Gentlemen who gave them, to 
extricate us from our prefent Difficulties : And, I am fure, 
we fhall not want their AiMance in an Affair where their Ho- 
nour is fo nearly concern'd. I call upon them the rather, be- 
caufe 'tis a Jullice which they owe to themfelves, 'tis a 
Jullice which they owe to this Houfe of Commons, 'tis a 
Jullice which they owe their Country, their poor, unhappy 
Country, which they have fo often defcrifrd, as involv'd in 
the greateft Difficulties, as labouring under the moft ruinous 
Circumftances, occalion'd by the ill Conduct, the pernicious 
Counfels, and traiterous Praclifes of the Noble Perfon now 
under your Profecution.' 

In the Middle of this Debate, another MefTage was 
brought from the Lords, to defire that the Commons would 
continue fitting ibmetime, which the Houfe agreed to. 
After this, Mr. Lechmere made a Speech, wherein having Mr L^mcr* 
lamented the unhappy Dilemma, as he call'd it, to which ^"JV/iT , 
they were brought, either to fee fo great an Offender as the mm -a by the 
Earl of Oxford efcape unpuniih'd, or to acquiefce in pro- 
ceeding on his Tryal in the Manner prefcrib'd by the Lords, 
he faid, • That he thought the later the more eligible of the 
two, with a Saving to the Rights and Privileges of the Com- 
mons ; and therefore made a Motion for it? He was fe- 
condedandback'd by Mr. Hampden: But the Queilion being 
put thereupon, it was carry'd in the Negative. Then a AJtlMta fttintfti 
Menage was brought from the Lords, to acquaint the Com 
jaons, That thtir Lordfhips intended prefently to proceed ^J^SJ 
farther on the Tryalof the Earl of Oxford in Weilminftcr- Triaij ojwh'ch 
Hall, of wWch the Common, took no Notice i bat ttift^^^K**** 
knfiUe that the Lor' lYifotict* ?** 
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William Strickland, Member for Carlisle mov'd. That Leav 
be given to bring in a Bill to inflict fuch Pains and Penaltk 
upon Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, as his 
traiterous Practices and other High Crimes and Mifdemean 
ours do deferve, and as mail be thought reasonable. Here- 
upon Mr. Tuffhell rofeup again, and faid, ' That he could by 
no Means come into that Motion ; For that how neceflary 
and reafonable foever fuch a Bill might be at another Junc- 
ture, he could not but think it unreafonable now ; when, 
yet, it was uncertain what the Lords would do. But that, 
however, he would freely declare his Mind on this Occafion, 
viz. That notwithstanding he was convinced, the Earl of 
Oxford was guilty of the Crimes wherewith he was charg'd, 
and that no Man had ever contributed more to the Ruin 
his Country than he had done : Yet, fince there was a legal 
Profecution begun ; fince that Noble Lord had Submitted 
himfelf to Publick Juftice j and coniidering that 'tis th 
peculiar Glory and happinefs of a Free-born People to be 
govern 'd by known Laws ; he would never give his Confent 
to a Bill, which, in his Opinion, muit make the Lives, the 
Fortunes, and Liberties of the Subjects of Great Britain, 
ftand upon fo unfettled and precarious a Foundation.' Upon 
which it was adjourn'd to the third of July. 

The Lords went from their own Houfe, into Weftminller- 
Hall, about Seven in the Evening, where three feveral Pro- 
clamations were made for the Accufers of the Earl of Ox- 
ford to appear, and make good the Articles of Impeachment 
againlt him : But the Commons not appearing, their Lord- 
(hips went back to their Houfe, where the Lord High Ste- 
ward put the QuerHon, whether the Earl of Oxford mould 
be difcharg'd of the High Crimes and Misdemeanours as 
well as of the High Treafon of which he was impeach d ? 
This, after fome Debate, being carry'd in the Affirmative, 
the Lords went again mto Weftminfter-Hall, where the Lord 
High Steward put the Queftion to every Lord in the ufual 
Method, viz. Content or not Content ; All the Lords prefent 
being Content ; his Lordfhip declared the Earl of Oxford 
acquitted by his Peers, of the Articles of Impeachment ex- 
hibited againit him by the Commons ; commanded the Lieu- 
tenant of the Tower of London to difcharge his Prifoner ; 
and, declaring his Majelty's Commiflion to be diffolv'd, 
broke his Staff. 

"July 3. The Commons refum'd the adjourn'd Debate up- 
on the Motion made two Days before, by Sir William Strick- 
le hd, who again infilling on that Motion, had the Morti- 
fication of feeing, that not one Member would fecond him ; 
On the contrary Mr. Hungerford faid upon that Matter, 
_' Xiiat tor his own Part, he had 'ever been againft violent 
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Proceedings ; That, in his Opinion, where the Life, For- 
tune, or Reputation of any Man is concern' d, the Parlia- 
ment ought to go upon Evidence as ftrong and as full as 
is required in Weftminfter-Hall ; and that he had obferv'd, 
that all Bills of Attainder proceeded from Party- Piques.' Sir 
William Strickland being offended at this Speech, made 
fome fevere Reflections upon it ; and added, ' That for his 
own Part he had no perfonal Pique againft the Earl of Ox- 
ford ; but Jook'd upon him as an Enemy to his Country ; 
and fince the Commons could not bring him to Juftice in 
the ordinary Way, they ought, in his Opinion, to hare Re- 
courfe to an extraordinary Method ; for which, however, 
they did not want Precedents." Mr. Hungerford turned the 
Reflections made upon him into Raillery i and after fome other 
Speeches, the Lord Caillecomer, Member for Ripon, mov T d, 
* That an Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, fetting forth 
the many great Crimes of which Robert Earl of Oxford and 
Earl Mortimer has been impeach'd by this Houfe, as like- 
wife the Endeavours that have been us'd by the Commons 
to bring the laid Earl to Juftice ; in which Proceedings the un- 
happy Differences that have arifen between the two Houfes 
have difsppointed their juft Expectations ; and likewife 
humbly to pray his Majefty, that he will except the faid Earl 
out of the Actof Grace. The Lord Caillecomer being fecond- 
ed by Mr. Yonge, and the QueftioR put upon his Motion, it 
was carry'd in the Affirmative, and a Committee appointed 
to draw up the faid Addrefs. Another Committee was the 
fame Day appointed to infpect the Lords Journals, in Rela- 
tion to their Proceedings on the Tryal of the Earl of Ox- 
ford, and to report what they find therein, to the Houfe. 

J»iy4- The Lord Caftleoomer, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee appointed to draw up the Addrefs againlt the Earl of 
Oxford, reported the fame, which being agreed to, it wasre- 
folv'd that the faid Addrefs be prefented by the whole Houfe. 

'July 5. The Commons, with their Speaker, prefented the 
faid Addrefs to his Majefty, which is as follows. 



Aabo j. <Vo.1> 
1717. 



Sit W, Strickland, 



Lord CaAlecomer 
moves fot in Ad- 
dict lo Ihc Kiagta 
c\.- pi Hi' J..r! of 
Ox foid o U (6fibe 
MX of Ow(. 



Which 1 Co ntfnit« 
lev iiippuuiteil Co 
draw up. 



Moft Gracious Sovereign, 



• II 7E your Majefty's moft faithful Subjects, the Com- tv AiUreC* 

* VV mons of Great Britain in Parliament aflembled, ,tLe " Mn • 



,n 



do moft humbly reprefent to your Majefty, That in our 
Impeachment exhibited againft Robert Earl of Oxford and 
Earl Mortimer, we did f« forth, That he the faid Earl did 
traiteroufly adhere to, aid, and abet the late French King, 
then an Enemy to her late Majefty, and did begin and 
carry on a eland eft ine and feparate Correfpondencc and 
Negotiition with the Miniflers of the faid French King ; 
in confequeace of which ic is evident, that fcreax Ya.n cA 
7 3 
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the Forces maintained at the Expence of fo much Brkilh 
Treafure, in order to reduce the Power of France ; as like- 
wife great Part of the Subfidies granted by Parliament to 
' Foreign Princes for the fame End, were, in Reality, made 

■ fubfervient and infl rumen tal to awe the good Allies of 

* her Majefty into a Compliance with the hard Terms dic-t 
' raced by France. 

* The unhappy Catalans were abandon'd j the Emperor, 

* Empire, and King of Portugal, were left to treat for them- 

* felves ; the Kingdom of Sicily was given to the Duke of 
' Savoy, as an Inducement and Reward to him for quitting 

■ the common Caufe, in direct Defiance and Violation of 

* the grand Alliance, and of the declar'd Senfe of moft of 
' her good Allies, and efpecially of the Dutch, who, to this 

* Day, have never alien ted to that Condition of the Treaty 

* of Utrecht. A fhamefitl and difhonourable Treaty of 

* Peace was at laft concluded, by which impracticable Terms 

* of Trade were impos'd on Great Britain ; the Demolitir 

* on of Dunkirk, which had been addrefs'd for by Parlia- 

* ment, was eluded by a treacherous Connivance, at the 

* making of a new Canal at Mardyke ; and the Security 

* which was propos'd by removing the Pretender out of 

* France*, was, in the like Manner, evaded by a treacherous 

* Connivance at his refiding in Lorrain. 

* It is owing to your Majefty's unweary'd Endeavours 

* for the Good of your Subjects, and thatjuft Regard which 

* is paid to your Majefty by Foreign Princes and States, 

* that we foe our felves deliver'd, in a great Degree, from 

* the Effects of thofe pernicious Meafures, which might 
' otherwifc have prov'd fatal to your Kingdoms r But as we 

* reflect with equal Gratitude and Admiration on your Ma- 

* jelly's being able to retrieve fuch Mifcarriages, efpecially in 

* a Time which has been difturb'd by publics Tumujfs and 

* Rebellions : We think it is a great Aggravation of Guilt 

* in thofe who gave up fo many National Advantages, at a 

* Time when they labour'd under no fuch Difficulties at 
f Home, and when the continued Succeftes ofaleng and 

* glorious War had put them into a Condition of gaining the 

* moft beneficial Terms from the Enemy. 

' Your faithful Commons did likewife exhibit feveral o- 

* ther Charges againft the faid Earl, reprefenting him in 
' many notorious Inftances, as a Perfon who had abus'd the 

* Trull and Confidence which her late Majefty had reposd 

* in him, and facrilic'd the Honour of his Sovereign and 

* the Good of her People, to private Views of Intereft and 
' Ambition. 

' Your faithful Commons have not been wanting in their 
i Endeavours to bring the faid Earl to Juftice ; but by Rea- 
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* fon of the unhappy Differences that have, in this Proceed- Aw p o«o.i. 

* ing, arifen between the two Houfes, we have found our 

* felves difappointed of our juft Expectation, and redue'd to 

* the Neceffity either of giving up Rights and Privileges of 

* the higheft Importance to all the Commons of Great Brit- 

* tain, or feeing this great Offender efcape with Impunity 

* for the prefent. 
* For thefe Reafons, we do mod humbly befeech your 

* Majefty, that your Majefty will be pleas 1 d to except Robert 

* Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer out of the Aft; of Grace, 

* which your Majefty has been graciouily pleas'd to promifc 

* from the Throne ; to the End the Commons may be at 

* Liberty to proceed againft the faid Earl in a Parliamentary 
« Way. 

To this Addrefs, his Majefty was pleas'd to return the 
following Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 

" TWillgive Directions in Relation to the Earl of Oxford, "$$£*"*** 
" JL as you defire ; and it is with Pleafure I obferve the 
*' Seafc, cxpre&'d in your Addrefs, ofmy Endeavours for the 
'* Security, Honour, and Advantage of thefe Kingdoms. 

July 15. The King came to the Houfe of Peers, and a 
MclTuge was brought to the Commons by the Uflier of the 
black Rod, commanding them to attend his Majefty imme- 
diately, which they did accordingly, and Mr. Speaker pre- 
sented the Money-Bills to his Majefty ; which done, the 
Chancellor read a Speech deliver'd into his Hands by 
the King, from the Throne, as follows. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
** TCannot put an End to this Se (Ron, without exprefling J^*,^* 1 ^,," 
*' JL my Thanks to you, for the Difpatch you have given s«cmo stffiou. 
41 to the publick Bulinefs, and declaring the Satisfaction I 
" promife my felf in meeting you again early the next 
*' Winter., with the fame good Difpofitions for the Service 
*' of your Country. The Measures we have taken in this 
4 * Parliament, have, by the Blefling of Almighty God, ef- 
41 feftualiy defeated all the Attempts of our Enemies, both 
*• at Home and Abroad ; and, as the Principle on which 
** thofe Meafures are founded, arc equally conducive to the 
** (importing the juft Rights of the Crown and the Liberties 
*■ of the People, I lhall allways perfevere in them my felf, 
" and diftinguifh thofe who adhere to them with the fame 

Sceadinefs and Refolution. 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

" I thank you, in the molt Bfe&WttCl Manner, for the 

Supplies you have granted me, an4 fot that Confancy 
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** and Zeal which you have fhewn in reducing our National 
" Debts, notwithiranding the many Incidents and Obftrueti- 
" ons you have met with in the carrying on of that great 
" Work- As you have fuminVd me with the Means of 
" difappointing any Defigns of a foreign Enemy againfl 
" thefe my Kingdoms, fo I cannot but afcribe, in a great 
" Meafure> the happy Profpeft of our Affairs abroad to 
" that publick Spirit which has appear'd in your Proceed- 
" ings, and has convincM the World, that no Inftnuations or 
" Artifices can divertyou from your Duty to your Sovereign, 
'* and a difinterefted Regard to your Fellow-5ubje&s, 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" It is with great Pleafure that I fee the Tranquility of 
" the Nation fo well eftablifiVd, as to admit of an Ad of 
** Grace, which I have long defir'd a fit Opportunity to 
*' grant. I hope that fuch as mall, by this Means, be re- 
" ftor'd to the Enjoyment of Security, and the Protection 
" of thofe Laws againft which they have onended, will have 
* l a due Senfe of this my Indulgence, and give me the moll 
" acceptable Return they can poflibly make me, that of 
• becoming Friends, inftead of Enemies, to their Country. 

Then the Lord Chancellor prorogu'd the Parliament to 
the 1 2th of Auguft : They were afterwards farther prorogued, 
by feveral Prorogations, to the 2 ill of November. 

SPEECHES and D E BATES 



In the Third Session of the 

Firft Parliament of King George I. 

A0J104- Qm.1i / ■ * HE Parliament being met on the 21ft of Novenw 
ber, the King open'd the Seflion by a Speech tq 
JL both Houfes as follows. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
** T Am very glad I have been able to bring the Sittirtg of 
** JL Parliament into a more proper and ufual Seafon of 
*■ the Year: I hope fuch an early Meeting will not only be 
*' a Benefit to the Publick, but a Convenience to your pri- 
" vate Affairs. 

" As 1 have always had at Heart the Security and Eafe 
** of my People, fo I nevtr kept up any Troops but for their 
" Pfote&tBQj and have taken every Opportanity to ditt*nd 
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lany as I thought Confiftent with their Safety, I have ««h <k*.i. 
reduc'd the Army to very near one Half, fince the Begin- 
ning of the laft Sefiion of Parliament, and leflen'd them to 
fuch a Number as will neither be a Burthen to my good 
Subje&s, nor an Encouragement to oar Enemies to infu.lt 
them. 

" You cannot but be fenfible of the many Attempts which 
have been fet on Foot to difturb the Peace of Europe, and 
of thefe Kingdoms : They only pretend not to fee, who 
are not afraid of them. But as no Application has been 
wanting on my Part to prefervc the publick Tranquility, 
I have the Pleafure to find my good Oflices have not been 
altogether unfuccefsful, and have Reafon co hope they will, 
in the End, have their full and defir'd Effect.. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
ff I queftion not but you are very well pleas'd to find that 
your Endeavours for leflening the National Debts, have 
at the fame Time raifed the publick Credit ; and that 
whatever was propos'd for that End is actually and com- 
pleatly effected. This Succefs muff chiefly be attributed 
to that juft and prudent Regard you have fhewn to Parlia- 
mentary Engagements. 

" It was with the View of procuring and fettling a lading 
Tranquility, that I demanded the extraordinary Supply 
which you granted me lad Sefiion. The Credit, which 

1 this Confidence repos'd in me, hath given us Abroad, has; 
already been fo far effectual, that I can acquaint you we 
have a much better Profpecr. than we had. 1 have order 'd 

; an Account to be laid before you of the very fmall Part 

: of that Supply which as yet has been expended j any far- 
ther J flues that may be made of it, mall be alfo laid before 
you: And you may be aflured, that every Part of it fhall 
either be eraploy'd for your Service, or fav'd to the 
Publick. 

" I have order'd to be laid before you a State of the De- 
ficiencies of the prefent Year,, and the feveral Eftimatea for 
the Service of the next ; which you will find considerably 
dtminilh'd. 1 rety upon your making the ncreflary Pia- 
vifion for them ; not doubting of the Continuance of that 
Zeal for the Good of your Country, which hath been fo 

1 eminently confpicuous in every Seflton of this Parliament. 
*' I cannot in juflice avoid putting you in Mind, that fc- 
veral Arrears of Pay and Subfldy, incurr'd before my Ac- 
ceflion to the Crown, are claim'd by Foreign Princes and 
States: I fliall order them to be laid before you, to the 

' End you may put them in a Method of being examin'd 
and ftated ; which will very much lend to the Honour and 
Credit of the Nation. 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" I could heartly wiih, that at a Time when the com- 
" mon Enemies of our Religion are, by all Manner of Ar- 
•' tifices, endeavouring to undermine and weaken it both at 
*» Home and Abroad, all thofe who are Friends to our pre- 
** fent happy Eflablilhment, might unaniraouily concur in 
" fome proper Method for the greater ftrengthening the 
" Proteftant Intereft: of which, as the Church of England 
" is unquestionably the main Support and Bulwark, fo will 
" Jhe reap the principal Benefit of every Advantage accruing 
■* by the Union and mutual Charity of all Proteftants. 

'* As none can recommend themfelves more efFeftually to 
" my Favour and Countenance, than by a fincere Zeal 
" for the juft Rights of the Crown and the Liberties of 
M the People j fo I am determin'd to encourage all thofe 
" who aft agreeably to the Conftitution of thefe my King- 
" dams, and confequently to the Principles on which my 
" Government is founded, 

" The Eyes of all Europe are upon you at this critical 
" Junfture. It is your Intereft ; for which Reafon I think it 
** mine, that my Endeavours for procuring the Peace and 
" Quiet of Chriftendom, ihould take Effeft. Nothing can 
" fo much contribute to this defirable End, as the Unanimi- 
" xy, Difpatch, and Vigour of your Refolutions for the Sup- 
*• port of my Government. 

The King being retir'd, and the Commons returned to 
their Houfe, the Lord Hinchinbroke reported the Addreft 
of Thanks, which was agreed to, and the next Day prefented 
to his Majcfty, by the whole Houfe, as follows. 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

* TX7E your Majefty 's molt dutiful and loyal Subjects, 
■ VV the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament af- 

* fembled, crave Leave to exprels our Gratitude to your 
' Majefty, for your moll gracious Speech from the Throne. 

' Our Minds are fill'd with the moft lively Senfe of your 

* Majefly's Regard to your People, in bringing the Sitting 
4 of Parliament into a more proper and ufual Seafon of the 
' Year. And as your Majefty has been gracioully pleas'd to 
' confider the Convenience of our private Affairs in this ear- 
' ly Meeting, we mail endeavour to anfwer your Majefty's 

* gracious Intentions, by improving it, as much as we axe 

* able, to the Benefit of the Publick. 

* We are highly fenfible of the Concern your Majefty 

* has ihewn for the Welfare of your People, by the Redufti- 

* ons you have been pleas'd to make, from Time to Time, 
* of the Land Furccs, (o foon as Xas YJoft-ttre qS kfaire cen- 
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* der'd it fafe to thefe your Kingdoms. It is our peculiar 
' Happinefs to fee our felves govern'd by a Sovereign who 

* is not influenc'd by any Notions of Greatnefs that are in- 
■ confident with the Profperity of his Subjects ; and who 
' propofes to himfelf the Eafe of his People, as the chief 

* Glory of his Reign. 
* We acknowledge, with Hearts full of Duty and Grati- 

' rude, your Maj city's unwearied Endeavours to prevent the 

* many Attempts which have been fet on Foot to difturb the 
' Peace of Europe, and the Quiet of thefe Kingdoms ; and 
' have the more Reafon to apprehend the ill Conferences 

* of fuch Attempts, fince there arc thofe who, as they would 
' be thought to fee no Danger in them, give us Reafon to 
' believe that they would not be troubled at their Succefs. 

* We are therefore firmly refolv'd, in the- moll effectual 
' Manner, to fupport your Majefty in fuch Meafures as your 

* Majefty, in your great Wifdom.ftiall judge neceffary to pro- 

* cure the Eftablifhment of the Tranquility of Europe. 
' We receive, with the greateft Satisfaction, your Majefty 's 

* gracious Expreflions and Affurances touching the extraordi- 
' nary Supply granted laft Year ; and will chearfully grant 

* your Majefty fuch Supplies as lhall effectually provide for 

* the publick Service. 
■ It is with unfpeakable Sorrow of Heart, that we obferve 

' the many Artifices which are made Ufe of by the common 
' Enemies of our Religion, to undermine and weaken it both 

* at Home and Abroad ; And as we have the moft grateful 
' Senfeof the tender Concern which your Majefty has been 
' pleas' d to exprefs for the Proteftant Religion, and efpecial- ■ 

* ]y for the main Support of it, the Church of England as 

* by Law eftablifh'd ; fo we are refolvM, on our Part, to con- 

* fider of the moft effectual Methods for flrengthening the 

* Proteftant Intereft of thefe Kingdoms. 
• It is a Pleafure to us, that the Eyes of all Europe are 

* turn'd upon us at this critical Junclure, fince we have 

* thereby an Opportunity of fhewing the World thejuft Con- 

* fidence we repofe in your Majefty, and our unfhaken Re- 

* folutions to fupport your Government in fuch Manner, as 

* fhall enable your Majefty to fettle the Peace of Chriltendom. 

To which the King return'd the following Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, # 

" IT Thank you for the repeated Affurances you have given rii* Kis|"i An* 
" 1 me, in this dutiful and loyal Addrefs, of your affetti- tw ' 
" onatc Support and Affiftance in the prefent Juncture of Af- 
" fairs. I expected no itd from a Houfe of Commons (6 
" affectionate to my Perfon, and fo zealous for the publick 

* Welfare 
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Nov, 25 The Houfe began to enter upon Bufinefs, and 
voted a Supply, in general, to his Majefty. 

Dec 4. A Motion was made for a Supply for maintain- 
^fo" mjUntaiJT ing the Guards and Garrifons in Great Britain for the Year 
''■ 1718, according to the EJtimate laid before the Houfe- 
This Motion was oppos'd by Mr Shippen, Sir William. 
Wyndham, and Mr R. Walt ole, which laft made a Speech, 
wherein, befides the common Topiclc of the Danger of a 
Standing Army in a free Nation, he infilled on four prin- 
cipal Points, viz- ' I. That whereas they were given to un- 
derftand, that the Army was redue'd to 16,000 and odd 
Men, it ilill confifted of above 18,000, which was one third 
Pare more than the Number of Land Forces in Great Bri- 
tain amounted to formerly in Time of Peace. II. That 
there was no due Proportion obfeiVd, either between the 
Number of Horfe, Dragoons, and Foot, or between the 
Number of the Officer* and Soldiers that were kept ftanding ; 
infomuch, that of about noool. which the Pay of a re- 
duced Regiment of Foot amounts to, near 7000 1. goes to- 
wards the Pay of the Officers, and 4000 1, only to the pri- 
vate Soldiers. III. That the keeping up fo great a Num- 
ber of Officers, was, in efreft, the maintaining of an Army 
almoft double of what was intended, fince the Soldiers that 
were wanting to compleat the Companies and Regiments, 
might be raifed with a Drum in twice four and twenty 
Hours. IV. That the Pay of General Officers, which 
amounted to above 20,000 1- was an Expence altogether 
necdlcfs, and unprecedented in Time of Peace/ All thefe 
Particulars Mr Waipolc enlarged upon, and made good his 
AfTertions by proper Vouchers. Mr Craggs, Secretary at 
War, anfwer'd Mr Walpole, He faid, * That in all wife 
Governments, the Security of the State is the Rule chiefly 
to be regarded ; and that his Majeily, both in the Augmen- 
tation and the Reduction of his Forces, had not only con- 
faked the Safety, but Jikewife the Eafe of his People. That 
though, as was fugged ed, the Nation paid at prefent near 
1 Sooo Men, yet there were only 1634.7 wm> cou ^ give any 
Jcaloufy, unlefs fome People mould think our Liberties in 
Danger, from the Chaplains, Surgeons, Widows of Officers, 
and fuch harmlefs, inoiFenfxve Perfbns, who were included 
in the flrfl Number : That therefore there are not much 
above 4000 Men mo/e now in Great Britain than there 
were kept up after the Peace of Ryfwick, which Number 
mall be thought very moderate by all who wiih well to 
the prefent happy Settlement, eonfidering that the Embers 
of an unnatural Rebellion lately exringuifh'd were Hill 
, and the Difcontenjs indultrioufly fomented by the 
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Enemies of the Government ; That the Parliament had ever 
contented themfelves with fixing the Number of the Forces 
that were thought neceflary to be maintain'd, but had left 
to the Crown the Manner of reducing and modelling that 
Number ; and therefore, if they mould now do otherwise, 
it would be but an indifferent Return to that gracious and 
tender Regard, which, on all Occaftons, his Majefty has 
fliewn to the Security and Eafe of his Subjects. That after 
all, it is no Iefs a Piece of Juftice than Matter of Prudence, 
to keep up as great a Number of Officers as pofiible ; for, 
befides the Occafion which the Nation may have for them 
for the future, it is but reafonable to acknowledge the paft 
eminent Services of Gentlemen, who having been brought 
up to no other Trade but War, had 10 other Way to fubfur. 
and provide for themfelves and Families.' Mr Craggs was 
backM by Mr Aiflabie (a), Mr Hampden (A), Mr John 
Smith (r), Mr Coventry (d J, Member for Bridport, Col. 
Bladen (^), Mr Barrington Shute, and Sir Jofeph Jekyll, 
who chiefly infifted on the Neceflity of keeping up 1 6000 
Men, at leaft, one Year longer. Sir David Dalrymple (f) was 
of the fame Opinion, and to chat Purpofe urg'd, ' That the 
Difcontents run Hill as high in Scotland as before the late 
Rebellion ; for which he alledg'd feveral Reafons.' Mr 
Walpole, Mr Bromley, Mr Freeman, General Erie, and 
fome other Gentlemen, were of Opinion, That 12000 Men 
were fufheient ; and the Debate having lafted 'till a Quartet 
paft Six, the Queftion was going to be put, Whether the 
Number Ihould. be 1 6 or 1 2000 ? When Mr Shippen land- 
ing up, made the following Speech. 

Mr Speaker, 

1 I congratulate the honourable Perfon below, [General \u shippen. 
Lum/ey] on his being reftor'd to the good Opinion of the 
learned Gentleman who fpoke laft ; [Sir J- Jtkyli,} for it 
is not long fince he [See p. 138.] complimented, I will not fny 
flatter^, another, at the Expence of thai honourable Perfon, 
and molt of the General Officers in this Kingdom, 

« But as to the Queftion before us, 'tis ray Misfortune to 
difFex from that learned Gentleman in all he hath advane'd. 
which, when ftrip'd of fome Excurfions, may be redue'd to 
thefc two Proportions : 

" I. That the only Danger of continuing the Army Is 
4t the Expence of it. 

U 1 « II 
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*' II. That we ought to comply with the Number of 
** Forces propos'd, becaufe it is demanded by the King, 
m who is the bell Judge of our Necelfities." 

* I do not object ro the firil Reafon, that the Phrafe is 
ambiguous, and that it is difficult to know what he means' 
by the Danger of the Expence ; but, if I underiland him, 
the Anfwer is obvious. For though the Expence is doubt- 
lefs a Matter highly deferving the Confideration of this 
Houfe, whofe Bufinefs and Duty it is to difpofe of the pub- 
lick Money with the utmoft Frugality ; yet it is by no 
Means the chief, or only Argument againil beeping up an 
Army in Time of Peace, The chief Argument, with great 
Submiflion, is. That the civil and military Power cannot 
long fubful together j that a Handing Army in Time of 
Peace will neceflarily impede the free Execution of the Laws 
of the Land. And 'tis therefore very extraordinary that the 
Expence fhould be thought the only Danger, to ufe his own 
Terms, of a (landing Army, by a Perfon whofe Profeflion 
and prefent Station oblige him to make rhofc Laws his firll 
Care ; and that it fhould be urg'd as fuch in this Place, 
where fo many Millions have been chearfully granted for the 
Defence of them. 

* The fecund Reafon is no more conclusive than the firft, 
as I hope to make appear in the Sequel of what I have to 
offer. 

' Gentlemen have infilled much on the great Grace and 
Favour (hewn in reducing the Army fince the Beginning of 
the laft Seflion 5 and I prefume not to fay, that we were 
deceiv'd into the Vote then given for maintaining thirty 
two thoufand Men, becaufe we always proceed with the 
utmoll Caution and Circumfpettion, and becaufe the deep 
Defigns of the Swedifh Plot, which occafion'd fuch terrible 
Apprehenfion* amongil us, have fince been fully difcovcr'd 
to the World. 

* But however wifely it was then done, I hope never 
again to fee, either the -fame Number, or near the fame 
Corps, after fome artful Reductions, continu'd in this Na- 
tion in Time of Peace, on any Pretence, on any Apprehen- 
fions whatfoever. 

* I will not trouble you, Sir, with my Remarks on the 
Fallacy of thofe Reductions. They have been fuJficiently 
expos'd by a Gentleman [Mr R. Walpole] who is better in- 
formed of the Secret of that Affair, and who, I am glad 
to find, when he is contending for the Service of his Coun- 
try, is no more afraid than my felf, of being call'd a Ja- 
cobite, by thofe, who want other Arguments to fuppoit 
their Debates 

Our 
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' Oar prefent Confideration is, whether there are any Amw4.Cm.i. 
Reafons to induce us, as our Circumftances now ftand, to 
keep up above fifteen thoufand Men, with Officers for al- 
moit double that Number j and whether, if we fliould con- 
fcnt to keep them up, we fliould a£t, as his Majetby defires 
we Ihould, agreeably to the Conftitution of thefe Kingdoms, 
and confequently to the Principles on which his Government 
is founded. 

' Now in Virtue of that Freedom of Speech we are all 
intitled to, I beg Leave to declare my Opinion, That the 
keeping up the Number propos'd, is fo far from being ne- 
' ceflary to our Protection, that it will be inconfiftent with 
our Safety, and an exceflive Burthen to his Majetfy's good 
Subjecls. Nor do I think it poflible any Arguments can be 
invented, none I am Aire have been yet offered, to incline 
a Houfe of Commons at this Time, when we are in a pro- 
found Tranquility, fbme domeftick Feuds excepted, to fub- 
mit to that, which every Member, every Lover of Liberty 
mull own, abftractedly confider'd, to be a Grievance, and 
fuch a one as ought never to be fubmitted to, but in that 
mod defperate and deplorable Circumftance, where it is to 
be chofen as the lefs Evil. 

' I know thefe Aflertions interfere with what is laid down 
in the fecond Paragraph of his Majeily's Speech. But we 
are to conftder that Speech as the Compofition and Advice 
of his Miniftry, and are therefore at Liberty to debate every 
PropoGtion in it ; efpecially thofe which feem rather cal- ^^^ 
culated for the Meridian of Germany, than of Great **-* 
Britain. 

1 'Tis the only Infelicity of his Majefry's Reign, That 
he is unacquainted with our Language and Conititution ; * s vl 
and 'tis therefore the more incumbent on his Britilh Mini- 
flers to inform him, That our Government does not ftand 
on the fame Foundation with his German Dominions, which, 
by Reafon of their Situation, and. the Nature of their Con- 
ftitution, are oblig'd to keep up Armies in Time of Peace- 
Nor is it in the leaft to be wonder'd at, that his Majefty, 
who hath fpent the earlier Part of his Life in thofe Domi- 
nions, fliould think fixteen, or even thirty two thoufand 
Men, might be continu'd in fo rich and powerful a Nation 
as this is, without being a Burthen to it. But when he fliall 
come to understand, that the fmaller Number in Time of 
Peace would be deftrudlive to that Security and Eafe of his 
People, for which he expreflcs lb tender a Regard, he will 
doubtlefs be convine'd, that thofe aft molt conformably to 
their Duty and his Intercll, who, as true Subjects of Great 
Britain, arc againft continuing more Troops, than have been 
ufually thought and found fuificicM, in the fame Situation 
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of Affairs, for the Support of the Crovm and the Safety of 
the Kingdom. 

* I am therefore at a Lofs to conceive how Gentlemen 
can perfwade themfclves, that the complying with this ex- 
traordinary Demand would promote his MajeAy's Service. 
For it fuppofes not only a Dift.ru ft, but a Weaknefs in the 
Government; as if neither the Affections of the People at 
home, nor the Treaties of our Allies abroad, were to be 
depended on ; Which is a Thought fo injurious, fo contra^ 
diftory to fome folemn Affurances from the Throne, that 
110 one will prefume to advance it openly in this Houfe, or 
elfewhere ; and yet it is all, in my humbJe Apprehenfion, 
included in this Motion. Nothing indeed can alienate the 
Hearts of the People from his Majefty ; but fuch Attempts 
have formerly prov'd fatal to Princes of lefs eenfummate 
Wifdom and Virtue. Nor are we to imagine, that the fame 
Grievance is not equally mifchierous in the Reign of a good 
Prince as of a bad one. 'Tis fometimes more fo, becaule 
lefs expefted, and lefs guarded againft. 

* Surely his Majefty will have no juft Caufe to doubt the 
Continuance of that Zeal for the Good of our Country, 
which, he is pleas'd to fay, hath been fo eminently confpi- 
cuous in every Seffion of this Parliament, if we make tie 
Fate of other Nations a Document to ourfelves on this Qcca- 
lion ; if we think, that the keeping up a larger Number of 
Forces, than is abfolutely nccefiary, too dangerous an Expe- 
riment to be often repeated. 

* Let Gentlemen look round Europe, and they will find, 
That fome of the freeeft and braveft People in it have, by 
this very Method, loft their Liberties. They will find, that 
the civil Power was from Time to Time drawn in, by pre- 
tended Exigencies, to allow and maintain an armed Force 
in Peace ; which, as they at firft thought, and were inftructed 
to believe, was intended to add Strength to their Authority ; 
to fecure them in the Foflbflion of their religious and political 
Rights ; to watch the ambitious Defigns of their Neighbour 
Nations ; and to prefcrve the Ballance of Power. Glorious 
Intentions, if they had prov'd real! But though they us'd all 
poflibb Precautions ; though they made it the Condition of 
their Eilabliftiment, that the Forces: mould be dift)3nded, 
when the extraordinary Occafion for which they were rais'd 
teas' ci, yet they perceived too late that their Condition was 
not binding ; That they had erected a Power fuperiour to 
themfdves ; That the Soldiery, when they had tailed the 
Sweets of Authority would not part with it, and, that even 
their Princes, after thefe temporary Concefiions made to 
them, began to think, that ruling by an Army was a more 
eafy, a more compendious Way of Government, than acting 
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under the Reitraints and Limitations of the Laws of their 
Country. And now they wear the Chains, which they 
put round their own Necks, and lament the Lofs of that 
Freedom, which they unhappily confentcd to deilroy, and 
which could never have been deHroy'd without their Con- 
fent. 

' But there is no Need of fetching Arguments on this Sub- 
ject from Foreign Nations. Our own is too well acquainted 
with the EfFefts of continuing an armed Force in Peace, not 
to apprehend every Thing from it, be the Pretence never fo 
fpecious. 

* 'Twould be mifpending your Time, to recount theMif- 
chiefs which have from hence happened to this Nation ; and 
J will not run back to former Reigns. But I cannot forbear 
obferving what [Mr SmII] my very good Friend near me 
hath already hinted, that it was the great Grievance cont- 
'd of in the Bill of Rights, and was that from which 

the Revolution was to deliver us. King William hirofelf, 
after the Peace of Ryfwick, could not obtain above ten thou- 
fand Men, though he had then a more enterprizing and a 
more powerful Prince to deal with, than any now in this Part 
of the World. And the Proceeding of that Houfe of Com- 
mons muft be ever jufti6ed by thofe, who have the leaft 
Concern for our Conflitution, notwith Hand tag fome un- 
grounded Infinuations, that it involvd us m a long and ex- 
penfivc War. Befides, it is every Year declared in the Aft of 
Mutiny and Defertion, That the keeping up a Handing 
Army in Time of Peace is agnintt Law; and as the Freeing 
us from it was one of the Ends of the Revolution, fo no doubt 
the Preferving us for ever from an Attempt of the like Na- 
ture, was one of thofe innumerable glorious Advantages pro- 
pofed by the Aft of Succeffion. 

* But it hath been urg'd, That the Confent of Parliament 
reconciles all ; and that Forces fo continu'd are not to be 
accounted a (landing Army, becaufe they are intended to 
keep out a Handing Army ; which with the noble Lord's 
Leave, [ Lard Me/e/kverib ] who makes the Dtftinftton, is a 
Notion too fine, too chimerical to be maintain'd. 

* 1 know indeed it is explained both in the Bill of Rights, 
and in the Aft of Mutiny and Defertion, that the keeping 
up a Handing Army in Time of Peace is illegal* only, if 
done without Confent of Parliament : Now this in no Sort 
weakens the Argument, as to the Inconvenience and Oppref- 
fion of which I am fpcaking. For tho > die Parliament, in 
thefe declaratory Laws, feems to put in its Claim only againft 
the Incroachmcnts of the Crown, from whence it fuppos'd 
fuch Opprcmons were more likely to come, than from the 
Reprclcncatu'cs of the People ; yet the Confent of Parlia- 
ment 
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ment cannot alter the Nature of Things, cannot hinder the 
fame Caufes from producing the fame Effects. An Army, 
tho' kept up by the Confent of Parliament, will, like other 
Annies, foon know its own Strength, will in Probability 
purfue the Dictates of Self-Prefervation, and rather choofe 
to diflblve that Aathority with which it is incompatible, than 
tamely fubmit to its own DifToIution. An Army, tho' kept 
up by Confent of Parliament, if it hath no Enemies Abroad, 
will be apt to make Depredations at Home ; and I wilh there 
hath not been fomething of that Kind done this laft Year : I 
with we have no Complaints from fome of our own moft con- 
fiderable Parliamentary Corporations, of Soldiers demanding 
free Quarter, and infuking the chief Magistrates for exert- 
ing the Power we have lodg'd with them, and endeavour- 
ing to redrefs the Grievances of the poor Inn-keepers and 
Inhabitants. Nay, the Confent of Parliament i6 fo far from 
altering the Nature and Genius of Armies, that a Parliament 
Army, confuting of about the Number now demanded, once 
committed greater Outrages, and gave a deeper Wound to 
the Constitution, than all the Armies of the Crown have 
ever done ; and that Army was the Creature of a Parliament 
which had eftablifh'd itfelf. But, if we were to admit for 
Argument's Sake, that the Confent of Parliament could make 
Armies more tame and ductile than they would otherwife 
be, I think, however, it would not be advifeable for a Par- 
liament, that intends to act rationally and agreeably either 
to the Principles on" which his MajeLly's Government, or its 
own Power is founded, to familiarize a military Force to this 
free Nation. For the very Name and Terror of it would, 
without Oppreffion, awe and fubdue the Spirits of the Peo- 
ple, extinguish their Love of Liberty, and beget a mean and 
abject Acquiefcence in Slavery. 

* Sir, We have already fufpended fome Laws, and repeal- 
ed others, to comply with the Neceflities of the Adminiflra- 
tion : But pray let us not go farther, let us not go on to con- 
tinue the Army, or the greateft Part of it : For fo long as it 
is continued, fo long is the whole Conftitution fufpended, or, 
at leaft, in the Mercy of thofe whom we arm again!! it.' 
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Words fhould be fent to the Tower.' Mr Lechmere was 

feconded 
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leconded by Mr Spencer Cowper *± and back'd by Sir Jofeph 
JekylJ +, and fome others : Upon which Mr Robert Wal- 
pole faid, * That if the Words in Quellion were fpoken by 
the Member on whom they were charged, the Tower was 
too light a Punifliment for his Rafhnefs ; but as what he had 
faid in the Heat of this Debate might have been mifunder- 
ftood, he was for allowing him the Liberty of explaining 
himfelf.' Mr Sneil, Mr Hutchefon, and fome others, fpoke 
alfo in Behalf of Mr Shippen, intending chiefly to give him 
an Opportunity of retracting or excufing what he had (aid* 
which Mr Shippen not thinking proper to do, a great Dif- 
pute arofe, upon the Quellion, Whether the Words taken 
down in Writing were the fame as had been fpoken f A 
Member having fuggelled, Tha^ fhjg re was no Precedent of 
a Cenfure paffed on a Member uf the Houfe fur Words fpo- 
kenTn a 'Committee, Sir Charles Hotham **, Member for 
Beverley, produc'J Jnfiances of the contrary s and, on the 
other Hand, Mr Shippen having maintain'd what he had ad- 
vane'd, it was, at lall, refolv'd, by 196 Voices againJt 100 
That the Words taken down in Writing were fpoken by Mr 
Shippen. It was then about Nine in the Evening, and it 
being moved and carried, That the Chairman leave the 
Chair i Mr Speaker xefum'd his Place, and Mr Farrer re- 
ported from the faid Committee, * That Exceptions having 
been taken to fome Words fpoken in the Committee, by 
William Shippen, Efqj a Member of the Houfe, the Com- 
mittee had directed him to report the Words to the Houfe.' 
Which being done accordingly, Mr Shippen was heard in his 
Place, and then he withdrew. After this it was mov'd, that 
the Quellion might be put, * That the Words fpoken by 
William Shippen, Efqj a Member of this Houfe, are highly 
diihon ourable to, and unjultly reflecting on, his Majeily's 
Perfon and Government.' This occafion'd a Debate that 
lafted 'till pall Eleven ; when the Quellion being put, was 
carry 'd in the Affirmative by 175 Voices againll Sn and. 
thereupon it was order'd, ' That William Shippen, Efqj be, 
for the faid Offence, committed Prifoner to his Majefly'a 
Tower of London, and that Mr Speaker do iffue his War- 
rant accordingly/ 

Dec. $. The Commons went again into a Grand Com- 
mittee, to conftder farther of the Supply, and a Debate ari- 
iing concerning the Number of Men for Guards and Garri- 
fons in Great Britain, and Jcrfev and Guernfey only, 
without including the Forces Abroad, viz.. the Plantations iu 
X America, 

• Hev>atm*iU .fChrfcr, May jO. 1717. 

■f Attainted Mrfer cf the Roll' '7«*;. 

*• VtaJi . J'rwtff t'jh\ Royal Rr&mtnt of DtJjr^.*, 
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America, the Garnfons in Minorca, Gibraltar, Placentia 
and Annapolis, and of the Iflands Bahama and Providence, 
Mr Jefferies, Member for Droitwich, made the following 
Speech : 

Mr Speaker, 
* I Shall not wafte the Time of the Committee in making 
an Apology for meddling in this Queftion ; fince I appre- 
hend whatever I can yet call my own to be at Stake in the 
Event of it. Whether the Army fhall be disbanded or con- 
tinued in Time of Peace ? Whether we fhall be govern'd by 
the Magi It rate, or the Soldier? Or, whether we final 1 be 
bond or frs^ ? are, in my Opinion, Queitions of the (flint 
Import. 

1 I think myfelf juftify'd in faying this, from the Examples 
ofmoft Countries in Europe. They were once tree ; but if 
it be inquir'd, how, from the State of Fredom, they funk 
into Slavery, it will appear, that their common Ruin has 
proceeded from the Continuance of regular Troops in Pay, 
after the Occafion for which they were rais'd was over. 

' That this Ifland has retain'd its Freedom longer than 
the Countries on the Continent, has been imputed Co its Si- 
tuation, which not being fo much expos 'd to the Incurfions 
of" its Neighbours, there was not the like Pretence for keep- 
ing up regular Troops. But the Prefervation of our Liber- 
ties to this Time, is, in my Opinion, rather to be afcrib'd 
to the due Senfe our Forefathers had of the Danger the Pub- 
lick underwent from intruding Princes with a ftanding Force 
in Time of Peace ; and alfo to the Meafure obferv'd by the 
Houfe of Commons, in giving fuch Supplies only, as en- 
abled the Prince to live in the full Enjoyment of his Prero- 
gative, without putting it into his Power to affeft the Liber- 
ties of the Subjeft. 

* From the firft credible Account of Things in this King- 
dom down to King Charles II's Time, I can find no Inflance, 
where rhe Crown kept up regular Troops in Time of Peace, 
that of Richard II. excepted. 

' Jfe liv'd in a tempeltuous Age ; he had Wars Abroad, 
and Commotions at Home. The firft Rebellion, headed by 
Wat Tyler, was composed without ftiedding the Blood of any 
one of the Rebels, fave Tyler himfelf : The King gave them 
good Words , they laid down their Arms, went Home, and 
were all pardon'd. Another Rebellion of the Men of Kent 
and EfTex broke out, which occafion'd the King's raifing an 
Army of forty thoufand Men. The Rebels apply'd by Pe- 
tition to have their Liberties and Franchifes allow 'd them. 
But the King fpoke to thefe in a different Style ; and told 
thcra, Slaves they were, and Slaves they fhould be. Five 

hundred 
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hundred of them were cut to Pieces in the Field, and fifteen 
Hundred of them were afterwards executed in cold Blood. 

« This Severity aw"d the Nation for a whiJe. But, the 
Difconcent of the People afterwards increafmg, about the 
thirtieth Year of his Reign a Parliament was call'd, and to 
nfe the Hiftorian's Words, left I fhould offend any tender 
Ear, * all Endeavours were us'd to procure fuch a Parliament, 

* as would concur with "the King's Defigns.' Before they 
met, Forces were rais'd ' to attend and guard the Parlia- 

* ment ; which might at the fame Time be an Awe upon 

* any refractory Members.' Touching the Numbers of 
which this Army confuted Hiftory is fdent : This only we 
are given to know, that four thoufand of them were Archers, 
and that many of them were Che (hire- Men. It is not to 
the prefent Purpofe to go over the Extravagancies of that 
Parliament. 

* Into what a State Things were brought by that King's 
Conduct, appears from an Obfervation made by the fame 
Hiftorian, who fays, ' That the King having thus eitablilh'd 
' his Power, and put himfelf beyond all Oppofition, thought 
« himfelf fecure, and an absolute Prince. But it being laid 
« upon fuch a Foundation, as begat many Difcontents among 

* the People, all the Fabrick prov'd weak, and was foom 
« follow'd with lamentable Ruin, 1 When that Kings Af- 
fairs grew defperate, an Oath was requir'd from the Duke 
of Lancaster, afterwards Henry IV. chat he ihould caufe 
the King to fend Home the Chefhirc Guard, which was ac- 
cordingly done. 

* I obferve in the Debate it has been taken for granted, 
That the Crown of England has a Right to a Number of 
regular Troops, under the Denomination of Guards. Thi» 
is a Notion I can by no Means give into. It was not fo ab 
Antique. 

* The nrft Guards we hear of, the Yeomen of the Guard, 
which were conftituted by Henry VII. being of another 
Kind, were in Charles II'sTime. That Prince immediate* 
ly after his Reiteration, got together a fmall Number of 
Guards which at firit feem'd to be meant only to add to the 
Equipage and Splendor of the Court. But it foon appeared, 
that he had other Views : The Guards, by adding Men to 
Troops and Companies, rind Troops and Companies to Re- 
giments, were inienfibly increas'd ; fo that in the Year 1677, 
they were got up to five thoufand eight hundred ninety Men. 
Few Seffions pafsM, but they were taken Notice of in the 
Houfe of Commons, and though Money was not ask'd of 
Parliament for their Support, yet they occiiiioncd a gej 
Uncafinef:.* 
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ut that Time there was a Profpeflt of War with 
France, on which Pretence an Army was rais'd. But the 
War not proceeding, an Act pafs'd, which gave the King 
fix hundred and nineteen thoufand three hundred and eighty 
eight Pounds for difbanding the Army. When the Parlia- 
ment met again, they were told from the Throne, * That the 
' Forces were hill kept on Foot for the Prefervation of our 

* Neighbours, who otherwife had absolutely defpair'd, and 
' for preferving what was left in Flanders ; and that the King 

* was confident no Body would repine at the Employing that 

* Money, which was rais'd for the dilbanding of the Army, 

* for the Continuance of it. 

* This did not fatisfy the Houfe, and they came to a Re- 
folutron, * That it was neceffary, for the Safety of his Ma- 
' jetty's Pcrfon, and preferving the Peace of the Govern- 
' ment, That all Forces, rais'd fuice the twenty-ninth of 
' September 1677, mould be dilbanded.' Whereupon that 
Parliament, which went under the Name of the Penfioner- 
Parliament, was diflblv'd. 

' The new Parliament which met on the firft. of March 
following, had the fame Apprekenfions of regular Troops. 
Money was given to difband them, and the Act directed, 
that it fhould be paid into the Chamber of London -, and 
Commiflioners of their own were appointed to fee it apply'd 
to that Ufc. Whatever Diffidence of the King this might 
imply, I do not find that any Member loft his Liberty for 
Freedom of Speech on that Occafion. The Opinion that 
Parliament had of a ftanding Army, appears in the Refo- 
lution they came to, * That the Continuance of minding 
' Forces in this Nation, other than the Militia, was illegal* 

* and a great Grievance and Vexation to the People. 

* I fhall now take Leave to confider the Arguments ad- 
vane'd for continuing fucteen thoufand three hundred forty 
feven Men for the enfuing Year. 

It is faid, * That there is a difaffected Party in the King- 

* dom, which makes an Army neceflary. 

* If this Argument will prevail, ,'tis ftrange it has not 
prcvail'd for fix hundred Years paft, fince no Period within 
that Time can be affign'd, wherein this Argument was not 
as ftrong as in the pre lent. 

* During the long Controverfy between the Houfes of 
York and Lancafter touching the Right of Succeflion, in 
which each Side had its Turn of being uppermost, one 
would think it fhould have been natural for the prevailing 
Party, in order to their Security, to have infilled on the 
Continuance of their regular Troops, at leaft for a Time. 
There was 3 Pretender to the Crown, who had a ftrong 

Party in the Nation, andihe Goraiuutut was. infeeure 'till 
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the Spirit of Rebellion was fupprefs'd. It might then with 
in Appearance of Reafon have been infilled on, That the 
Taxes on the DifarTefted lhould be increas'd, that thofe, 
who occafion'd the Expence, mould bear the Burthen 'till 
the Danger was over. 

' Why this Sort of Reafoning did not then prevail is 
obvious. They faw it was unfafe to truft any Prince, even 
one of their own letting up, with l'uch a Power, which, if 
ill apply 'd, might enflave them. 

* Another Period of Time I mall take Notice of is, that 
of Queen Elizabeth's Reign. The DHaffeclion to her in 
the Beginning of it was great, occafion'd by the Reformation 
in Religion, and the Application of Ecclefiaftical Revenues 
to fecular Ufes. Many Plots there were againft her Life. 
Spain, one of the greateft Powers in Europe at that Time, 
attempted an Invafion, and a more proper Junfture could 
not have happened, wherein to have afle'd for an Army. 
Bot in (lead of that, the greateft Part of the Forces then got 
together to oppofe the Invafion confuted of Militia, and as 
foon as the Armado was fcatter'd, the Army was difbanded. 
That Queen being fenfible, that the true, the only Support 
of the Crown, was the Good-will and Affections of the 
People. 

* Another Argument brought for the Continuance of the 
Army is, • That the denying it does infinuate aDiltruft of 
• his Majefty.' 

* How difingenuous and unparliamentary a Way of Ar- 
guing this is, let Gentlemen judge : For to draw that facred 
Name into a Debate, mull put every Body to Pain, who 
takes the other Side of the Queftion, in Regard it may be 
eonftru'd, that the ftronger the Argument is, the greater is 
the Diftruft. 

' But this Reafoning, in my Opinion, turns quite another 
Way, 2nd inftead of implying a Diftrutt, argues the greateft 
Regard to the Safety of his Majefty's PerJon and Govern- 
ment. Who can anfwer for the Caprice of an Army, 
when once eftablifh'd ? 

' Although no Man living has a greater Efteem than my 
fclf for the-fe honourable Gentlemen, who have with fo 
much Bravery ferv'd their Country in a military Way, nor 
Ihall any Man go farther in rewarding their Services ; yet 
the common Experience of Mankind demonftratcs, That it 
is not reafonable to expeft on Army lhould be always in the 
fame Humour. Augultus Cajfar liv'd in great Peace ;uid 
Security with the Praetorian Bands, which had put an End to 
Roman Liberties ; but the Cafe was different with his 
tflbrsi for of twenty-fee Emperors, no lefs then Caamm 
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were puU'd to pieces by their own Soldiers. Did not the 
Army here in England, in the Times of Usurpation, if I 
may be allovv'd to name them, in a Short Space change the 
Government into ten feveral Forms ? What Treatment did 
the Parliament, who had rais'd and Supported them, meet 
with from them ? They befet the Houfe, repuls'd many 
Members who would have come in, others they dragg'd 
out even by the Legs, and at length they were all turn'd 
out, and the Doors (hut up. I fay this with the more 
ASTurance, having had the Account from an honourable 
Perfon, lately dead, who waS an Eye-witneSs of it. This 
Army, 'tis true, which confuted of about feventeen thou- 
sand Men, afterwards brought in King Charles the Second. 
But that Prince foon difbanded them, being well aware that 
the fame Army which brought him in, mould their Minds 
change, might again turn him out. 

4 This Objection, drawn from a Diftruil of his Majefty, 
deferves another Name 'Tis an honeJl, 'tis a reafonable- 
JeaJoufy of the growing Power of the Crown, which thofe 
that went before us always avow'd. May it not with Parity 
of Reafon be faid, That becaufe I will not confent, that 
the King Shall by his Proclamation raife Money without 
Parliament, that this is a Diftruft of his Majefty ? Becaufe 
I will not confent to give up Magna Cbarra, and accept of 
a new Patent at Fleafure, may not this likewife be call'd a 
Diftruft of his Majefty ? But fuppofe from an Opinion of 
the Virtue of the Troops ; from an Opinion, that Men in 
Power will not make an ill Ufe of it ; that thofe who may 
be Matters, will chufe to continue Servants ; that Men 
under the fame Circumstances will not do. the fame Things ; 
and that we fhould confent for ourfelves, to depofite our 
Liberties in their Hands for a while ; will any one fay, 
that we have an Authority alfo to confent on the Behalf of 
thofe we reprefent ? A Sum of Money, a Jewel, or other 
valuable Thing is committed to my Care ; I without the 
Owners Confent leave it in the Pofleffion of another, al- 
though the Perfon with whom I left it, does not actually 
embeKi! the Money, or detain the Jewel, yet do I break 
my Truft by putting it into his Power fo to do. 

* It is felf-evident that, by keeping up fuch a Number of 
Forces, who may, when they are dispos'd, controufthe 
Power of the civil Magistrate, the Strength and Secu- 
rity of our Constitution is at an End, and that we have 
no other Rule of Government left, than Will and Pleafure. 
The Notion I have of Slavery ib the being Subjected to the 
Will el another; and notwithstanding the Rod be not al- 
- or the Dragoon in niv Houle ; yet, if 
if is not i 1 BJJ I'ovver to ]jwf«\\ fa taui£ Co, I am no 
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longer free. After Auguftus had eftablifh'd his eight thou- *™» *• <**• x. 
fand regular Troops, the Roman Conilitution was as much 
at an End, as it was in Nero's Time. Although the Tyran- 
ny was not by Auguftus exercis'd with the like Severity it 
was by his Succeftbrs ; yet, from the Time his Power be- 
came irrefiftible, the Romans were Slaves, 

* Another Argument us'd for this Number of Troops is, 

• That there are no Thoughts of eftabliihing them ; but only 

* continuing them for a Year. 

* If the Notion be true, which no Gentleman in the De- 
bate has denyM, That the Number of difciplin'd Men now 
contended for, are furhcient to dictate to the greateft Number 
of undifciplin'd ; I defire to know who (hall dare to bid 
them go Home ? 'Tis faid indeed the Parliament will not 
provide for them : Why may not they then, as others in 
their Circumftances have done, provide for themfelves ? Is it 
reafonable to think, that Men will ftarve with Swords in 
their Hands ? 

* I am fcnfible, that I have too much trefpafs'd on Gen- 
tlemen's Patience. I ihall fay no more j but that Bodies 
Political as well as Natural, have their Periods : Govern- 
ments mull die as well as Men ; ours is grown old and crazy ; 
and tho* fhe hath furviv'd her Neighbour, yet I fear her 
Day approaches. 

After Mr JefFeries had ended his Speech, Sir Thomas 
Hanmer fpoke as follows : 
Mr Speaker, 

' I cannot forbear troubling you with a few Words upon s&T*»nusHcw 
this Subject, tho' I can neither flatter myfelf with the Hopes ^'ix^frti.* 
of convincing any one, nor pretend to be able to offer any ' 
Thing to your Confideration, which has not in a better 
Manner been urg'd already. But I am truly concern'd for 
the Mifchiefs which, 1 think, we are giving Way to ; and, 
if I cannot prevent them, it will be a Satisfaction to me at 
ieaft to protcii again ft them. 

' All Gentlemen who have fpoke in this Debate, have, 
for their different Opinions, agreed in one Thing, to prefs 
much the Argument of Danger ; and the only Quefti- 
on is, on which Side die Danger lies ; whether to the Go- 
vernment, without a military Force to fupport it ; or to the 
Conftitutioo and Liberties of Great Britain, from that mili- 
tary Force, if it be allowed to continue in it. 

* As to the Dangers which threaten the Government, I 
think I am not willing to overlook them. But I hope wc 
may be excus'd, if wc cannot beconvincd of Dangers which 
no Man, that J hear, pretendi to explain to In. 
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' Abroad the State and Circumfiances of Europe Happen 
to be fuch, that I think it is hard to fuppofe a Time pofiible, 
when there fhall be lefs Appearance or Apprehenfion of any 
immediate Disturbance to this Kingdom. The three great 
Powers, thofe which are moft confiderable in themfelves, 
and of nearefi Concern to us, I mean the Empire, France 
and Holland, are fo far from being at any Enmity with us, 
that they are all of them our fail Friends and Allies, at leaft 
we are told fo, and hear very often a great deal of boalling 
upon that Subject, whenever the Admini titration of the Go* 
vernmeht is to be extoll J, and the Merits of it are to be itt 
forth to us. Upon thofe Occafions we hear of nothing, but 
the wife and ufeiul Treaties which have been made, the great 
Influence which we have acquir'd in foreign Courts and 
Co ncils, and the folid Foundations which are laid for our 
Security. But when, in Confequence of theft: great Things, 
we come to talk of reducing Forces, then I obferve the 
Language is quite turn'd the other Way, then we are in the 
weakeft and moil infecure Condition imaginable, there is no 
Dependence upon any Thing, and we muft even be thought 
difaffecled to the Government, if we will not believe that 
we are furrounded on all Sides with the greatelt Dangers.' 

' But in the mid.lt of thefe Contrarieties r.nd Contradictions 
I think we need not be at any Lofs what our Conduft ought 
to be i if we will but have Regard to thofe plain Rules and 
Maxims which have always been obferv'd in the like Cafes 
with that which is now before us. 

' It would certainly be an endlefs Thing, for an Houfe of 
Commons to enter into the Secrets of State, and to debate 
upon the different Views, and Interefts, and Intrigues of 
Foreign Courts ; what Jealoufies are among them, and what 
Treaties are on Foot to reconcile them. If we take fuch 
Things into our Confiderations, to guide us in Queftions 
concerning our own Guards and Garrifons here at Home, 
we lhall be in a Labyrinth indeed ; and muft be compell'd at 
laft to put an abfolute Truft in the Government, becaufe 
they only know the Truth of fuch Matters, and from them 
we mull be content to receive whatfoever Account they think 
fit to give us of them. But the only Thing proper for us to 
look to is, what is plain and obvious to the Senfe of all Man- 
kind, I mean, When are the Times of prefent Peace. There 
need no Refinements of Politicks to know that, and I will 
venture to fay, that during fuch Times of Peace no remote 
Fears, no Arguments drawn from Contingencies of what may 
be hereafter, have ever yet brought this Nation into a Con- 
ceihon fo fatal to Liberty, as the Keeping up of Handing 
Forces, when there is no other Employment for them, but 
to Mult and opprefs their FcVtaw S\ibjei&. I fay there has 
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hitherto been no Precedent of that kind, and the Misfortune 
of this Cafe is, there will need but 'one Precedent in it ; one 
wrong Step taken, in this Particular, may put an End to all 
your Claims of Rights and Privileges. 

• And on the other Hand I beg it may not be taken for 
granted, that if we difmils our Soldiers, we (hall therefore 
leave ourfelves naked, and void of alt Proteflion againft any 
fudden Danger that may arife. No, Sir, Providence has 
given ns the beft Protection, if we do not faolifhly throw 
away the Benefit of it. Our Situation is our natural Pro- 
tection ; our Fleet is our Protection -, and if we could ever 
be fo happy as to fee it rightly purfu'd, a good Agreement 
betwixt the King and People, uniting and acting together in 
one National Intereft, would be fuch a Protection as none of 
our Enemies would ever hope to break through. 

* It is a melancholy Thing to me to hear any other Notions 
of Government advanced here, and that his Majefty, either 
from his private or his general Council, mould ever upon this 
Subject have any Thing inculcated to him, but this great 
Truth, ' Thatthe true and only Support of an Englifli Prince 
* docs and ought to confift in the Affections of his People.' It is 
That mould llrengthen his Hands ; it is That mould give him 
Credit and Authority in the Eyes of other Nations ; and to 
think of doing of it by keeping up a Number of Land Forces 
here at Home, fuch a Number as can have any Awe or In- 
fluence over the great Powers on the Continent, is, I think, 
one of the wildelt Imaginations that ever enter'd into the 
Heart of Man. The only Strength of this Nation mull al- 
ways confift in the Riches of it ; Riches inuft. be the Fruit3 
of publick Liberty ; and the People can neither acquire 
Riches, nor the King have the Ufe of them, but by a 
Government founded in their Inclinations and Affeitions, 

' If this be true, then of Confequence it follows, That 
whoever advifes his Majerty to aim at any additional Securi- 
ty to himfelf from a Handing Army, inftead of increasing 
his Strength, does really diminifh it, and undermine his 
true Support, by robbing him of the Hearts of his Subjefts. 
For this I take for granted, that as there are but two Ways 
of Governing ; the one by Force, and the other by the 
Affections o? the People govern'd, it is impoflible for any 
Prince to have them both. He mult chufe which of the 
tiro he will flick to, for he can have but one If he is 
Mailer of their Affection?, he fends in no need of Force; 
and if he will make Uie of Force, it is in vain for him to 
expeel their AfTcftion?. For it is not in Nature, and it can 
never be brought to Men canftrve* Government, 

under wht es j and pay a 

considerable r*art of their filiates (u maintain an i\unv. 
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which infults them in the Pofiefiion of the reft, and 
turn them out of the whole whenever they pleafe. 

■ With Submiflion therefore, the Argument is taken by 
the wrong End, when it is faid, There are great Animo- 
fities in the Kingdom, the People arc difafteded, and upon 
that Account there is a Neceffity of keeping up an Army. 
It concludes much righter the other Way ; that is, difmifs 
your Army, and give no other Caufe of Sufpicion that any 
Part of the Conftitution is to be invaded, and the People 
will be well-afFefted. Upon any other Foot than this, what 
Miniller will ever care, whether he does right or wrong ? 
It is rot His Concern, whether the People are eafy or un- 
eafy i his Army is his Dependence : Nay, and the more 
by his wicked Counfels he cxafperarcs and enrages the Peo- 
ple, the itronger he makes hii Pretence for maintaining and 
increasing that Army which fupports him. 

* What I have faid, I confefs, goes upon a-fiuppofition, 
that the Numbers contained in the Eftimate, and in the 
Queilion before you, do make an Army formidable enough, 
and able to entlave this Nation ; of which indeed there re- 
mains no Doubt with me. In the Manner thole Forces are 
constituted, 1 think, a Prince who would with to be arbi- 
trary, could defire no more ; and it he had all the Power 
in his Hands, I think, for his own fake he would keep no 
more, 

• Of what Nature the Reductions have been other Gen- 
tlemen have fo fully explained, and I believe it fo generally 
underwood, that it will be needlefs for me to dwell upon it. 
But the Short of the Cafe is this, That out of thirty two 
thoufand Men, thirteen Regiments only have been difband- 
ed, which do not amount to more than five or fix thoufand, 
befides a few Invalids, which were taken from the Efta- 
bHihment of the Army, and put upon the Eirablifhment of 
the Hofpital. So that there are the Corps now fubfilling 
of more than twenty five thoufand Men, which Corps may 
be hi I'd up to their entire Complement whensoever the Go- 
vernment pleafes, and that even without any Noife, or No- 
tice taken. For the Cafe is very different in that Refpeft, 
where the Regiments are few, and thofe kept compleat : 
There, if the Numbers allowed by Aft of Parliament are 
exceeded, it mull be by railing new Regiments, which is 
eafily feen and known. But where the Corps are kept up 
with only a few Men in them, and fome Recruits will al- 
ways be neceflary far them, there, if the Government is 
willing to be at the Charge, they may keep the Numbers 
up to what they pleafe, and it is impofiible to know when 
tic Parliamentary Standard is exceeded, and when not. 
TA us therefore ftands our Account ; In the fiift Place, the 



( '7» ) 

Publick is to pay eighteen- thoufand Men ; in the next amp 4, c*».r. 
Place, the Number of effective Men is to be fixteen thou- L ^J^Ji 
fand three hundred forty feven ; and if thofe are not fuffi- 
cient to exercife Dominion over us, yet, in the Manner 
they are kept together, they are equivalent to twenty five 
thoufand Men j the Charge is inconftderably lefs, and the 
Tenor, which is the main Thing, is not at all abated. 

• For the taking this dangerous Step, the only Juftifica- 
tion I hear Gentlemen offer for themfelves, the only Shelter 
they fly to, is the great Confidence which is to be repos'd 
in his Majefly's juft and gracious Intentions; of thofe I 
will entertain no Doubt ; I believe his Majefty is too good 
to be fufpecled of any arbitrary DeJigtts. But yet there is a 
general Sufpicion, which I will never be afham'd or afraid 
to own ; becaufe it is a Sufpicion interwoven in our Confti- 
tution j it is a Sufpicion upon which our Laws, our Parlia- 
ment, and every Part of our Government is founded ; 
which is, That too much Power lodg'd in the Crown, ab>- 
flratting from the Perfon that wears it, will at fome Time 
or other be abus'd in the Exercife of it, and can never long 
con fill with the natural Rights and Liberties of Mankind. 
And therefore whatever Opinions we have of his Majetly's 
Goodnefs, and how much foever he deferves them, we 
fhould ftill connder, that in this Place we are under a di- 
ftincl Duty to our Country, and by that Duty we Ihould be 
as incapable of giving up fuch an unwarrantable Trull, as 
his Majefty, I am perfbaded, would be incapable of abufing 
it, if he had it in his Hands. Thofe we reprefent will 
expect, and they ought to expeft from us, that they fhould 
not only continue to enjoy what belongs to them, as English- 
men ; but that they fhould hold it ftill by the fame Te- 
nure. Their Eftar.es, their Lives, and their Liberties they 
have hitherto poffefs'd as their Rights ; and it would be a 
Tery great and fad Change, and fuch as fhall never have my 
Confent along with it, to make them only Tenants at Will 
for them. * 

Die. 6. In a Committee of the whole Houfe on the Sup- tj* Committer •? 
ply, the Commons came to twelve fevcral Refolutions. SSSiSSiuub. 

It not being in the Compafs of our Defign to recite them 
all, nine of them being, without any Opposition, agreed to by 
the Houfe, and to be found at large in the VOTE S of this 
SdTion, we fhall only quote thofe three Refolutions of the 
Committee, as gave Rife to fome SPE F.CHES mi DE- 
BATES % which, for the better Underftanding thereof, it will 
be neceffary to do. They arc as follow* ; 

I That the Number of effective Men to be provided for 
Guards and Gamfons in Great Britain) and lor Jcrfey *rvc> 
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Guernfey, for the Year 1718* be 163475 comraimoned 
non-coramilTioned Officers included. II. That a Sum n 
exceeding 681,61 8 1. be granted to his Majefty, for defra 
ing the Charge of the faid 16347 effe&ive Men for Guar 
and Garriibns, and other his Majefty's Land Forces in Great 
Britain, jerfey and Guernfey, for the Year 1718. III. 
That a Sum not exceeding 1 30361 1- 5 s. 5 d. be granted 
to his Majefty, for the Charge of Half- pay to the re 
duced Officers of his Majefty's Land Forces and Marines, 
for the Year 1718. 

The fine of" thefe Refolutions being read the fecond 
Time, a Motion was made, that the fame be recommitted ; 
upon which there arofe a warm Debate, and moil of the 
Members who fpoke in the Debate of the 4th Inftant, [Stt 
p. 154.] fpoke either for or againft the faid Motion: But the 
Queltion being put thereupon, it was carry'd in the Nega- 
tive, by a Majority of 175 Voices againil 125 5 and then 
die firll Refolution was agreed to by the Houfe. The fe- 
cond Refolution being afterwards read a fecond Time, a 
Motion was made, that the fame be recommitted, which 
occafion'd a frelh Debate. Mr Robert Walpole, who made 
the moil remarkable Speech, urg'd, * That by the Method 
that had been followed in the Reduction of the Army, the 
Nation was put to an extraordinary and needlefs Charge.' 
Which he endeavoured to prove, * By entering into the Par- 
ticulars of the Regiments that were kept ftandrng j (hewing 
the Difproportion between the Foot, and the Horfe and 
Dragoons, which laft were mofi grievous and oppreflive to 
the Country ; and fuggefted, * That by reducing the Army 
in another Manner, the full Number of Land Forces already 
voted, might be kept up, and yet near a hundred thoufand 
Pounds faved to the Nation, befides the Pay of General 
Officers, which, he doubted not, all Gentlemen would rea- 
dily acknowledge, with him, to be an unneceffary Expence.' 
This Overture was liften'd to with great Attention, and 
particularly by Sir Jofeph Jekyll, who, being defirous to 
know what Mr Walpole had to propofe, to fave fo conli 
berable a Sum to the Nation, declared his Opinion for re- 
committing the fecond Refolution above-mention \1, which 
was carry'd without dividing. It was alfo refolv'd, That 
the In ft of the three above-recited Refolutions be recom- 
mitted. 

Dec. 9. The Houfe refolved itfelf into a Grand Com- 
mittee, to take into Confideration the fecond Resolution, 
viz. for granting to his Majefty the Sum of 681,618 1. 
which had been recommitted. Mr Craggs, who fpoke firlt, 
fsid, ' That having already agreed to the Number of 
TruopSj it was but natural and reafonable to grant the Sum. 
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neceflary to maintain thofe Troops ; that the Commons had Anno 4, C«o.i» 
never enter' d into the Particulars of the Regimeits. whether 
Horfe* Dragoons, or Foot i but contenting theinfelves with 
fixing the wh.oie Number, had wholly left the regulating of 
that Matter to the Crown ; and therefore he hoped, they 
would not mew Jefs Regard to his Majelty, or repofc lefs 
Confidence in his Wifdom, of which they had feen fo many ^^h W *- 
Instances, particularly both in augmenting and reducing of Mr Treby. 
the Army.' Mr Craggs was feconded by Mr Aiflabie, Mr srR?si«ie. 
Lechmere, Mr Treby, Mr Yonge, Sir Richard Steele, g";^"^ 
Gen. Carpenter, Gen. Wade, Gen Stanvrix, and others : cm. stanwk 
But, on the other Hand, Mr R. Walpole,. reprefented, miR. w*fpoic. 
' That the belt Way for the Commons of Great Britain to 
acknowledge his Majefty's molt gracious Intentions for the 
Good of his Subje&s, was to point out to him the Means 
of rendering thofe good Intentions effectual ; that this might 
be done by difbanding or difmounting eight or nine Regi- 
ments of Dragooas, whereby the Country would be eafed 
of a great Burden and Oppreflion ; and that by this, and 
fame other Reductions, of which he made mention, a con- 
fiderable Sum of Money might be faved to the Nation ; as 
well as by taking off the Pay of the General Officers, and 
other ufelefs Contingencies.' Mr Walpole was back'd by 
Sir Jofeph Jekyll, Sir Thomas Hanmer, Sir William sir rjekyli. 
Wyndham, Mr John Smith, and Sir Thomas Crofsj and, %&«%"%„, 
on the other Hand, the Courtiers endeavour'd tofhew, either a r T h S m cw6. 
that the Reductions propofed were impracticable, or would 
not anfwer the End intended thereby. But fome General 
Officers having faid, ' That for their own Parts, if their 
having no Pay could any way contribute to make the Na- 
tion eafy, they readily acquiefced/ They were taken at 
their Words; and the QucJlion being put, Tli3t a Sum not 
exceeding 650,000 1. be granted to his Majefly, for tie- 
fraying the Charge of 16347 e*re£hve Men for Guards and 
Garrifons, and other his Majdly's Land Forces in Great 
Britain, Jerfey and Guernfey, for the Year 171 8, the hme 
was carry'd in the Affirmative, by 1 72 againft 158. And this 
Refolution was the next Day reported and agreed to by the 
Houfc without Oppofkion. 

Dee. it. In a Grand Committee on Ways and Means to Debate toKcnUm 
raife the Supply, after fome Debate upon the Queftion, 
Whether two or three Shillings in the Pound be laid upon 
Land, it was by \ 64 Votes againft 97, carry'd for the latter. 
There were great Struggle* to fave the odd Shilling, but it 
would not do ; for the next Day Mr Farrer reported the 
Refolution of the Committee, which was agreed to by the 
Hou/e i and a Bill was ordered to be brought in accordingly. 
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This Bill, with an unufual Difpatch paired through both 
Houfes in ten Days. 

Dee. 18. Mr Freeman and Mr Hutchefon, upon exam- 
ining the Lifls-of Half- Pay Officers that had been laid before 
the Houfe, reprcfented, That there were three Sorts of 
Officers in the faid Lifts, who, in their Opinion, had no 
Tide to the faid Half-Pay, viz. the Warrant-Officers j thofe 
under Age, and therefore uncapable to ferve ; and the Offi- 
cers who had Civil Employments. Mr Craggs *, Col Bla- 
den, Mr Aiflabie, and Mr Lechmere f, in Anfwer to thofe 
Objections, faid, * That the Half-Pay had never been deny'd 
to Warrant-Officers ; and as for Officers under Age, they 
were very few in Number, and their Half-Pay given as a 
Recompence for the Services of their Fathers or near Rela- 
tions.' However, after a Debate, it was refolved to prefent 
four Addreffes to his Majerty on that Head. 

Dec 19. Mr Aiflabie, took Notice of the great Scarcity 
of the Silver Species, which, in all Probability, was occa- 
fion'd by the Exportation of the fame, and the Importation 
of Gold ; and proposed, That 3 fpeedy Remedy might be 
put to that growing Evil, by lowering the Value of the 
Gold Species. He was feconded by Mr Cafwall, Member 
for Leominfter, one of the Sword Blade Company : But 
Mr R. Walpole, who did not expect fuch a Motion, faid, 
' This was a Matter of & great Importance, that it ought 
to be well weigh'd and maturely confider'd, before the 
Houfe came to any Refolution thereupon,' It was accor- 
dingly refolv'd to confider of it the next Morning in a Com 
mittee of the whok Houfe. 

Dee . 20. Mr Aiflabie renewed theMotion he made the Day 
before, relating to the Coin, and was feconded by Mr 
Cafwall **, who made a Speech, on the various and re- 
fpeclive Values which, at different Times, Gold and Silver 
Coins have bom, with reject one to the other, according 
to the Plenty or Scarcity of either ; and fuggefted, ■ That 
the Over-valuation of Gold in the current Coins of Great 
Britain, had occaiion'd the Exportation of great Quantities of 
Silver Species ; and to that Purpofe, laid open a clandeftine 
Trade, which of late Years had been carry'd on by the 
Dutch, Hamburghers, and other Foreigners, in Concert with 
the Jews and other Traders here, which confuted in ex- 
porting Silver Coins, and importing Gold in Lieu thereof, 
which being coin'd into Guineas at the Tower, near 15 
Pence was got by every Guinea,, which amounted to about 5 
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j4r CiHt. and as thefe Returns might be made five or fix 
Times in a Year, confiderable Sums were goc by it, to the 
Prejudice of Great Britain, which thereby was drain'd of 
Silver, and over-ftock'd with Gold : Concluding, that in 
his Opinion, the molt effectual Way to put a Stop to this 
pernicious Trade, was to lower the Price of Guineas, and 
all other Gold Species.' This Speech was received with 
general Applaufe, and it was refolv'd in the Grand Com- 
mittee, and unanimoufly agreed to by the Houfe, That an 
Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, to iffue his Royal Pro- 
clamation, to forbid all Perfons to utter or receive any of 
the Pieces of Gold call'd Guineas, at any greater or higher 
Rate than one and twenty Shillings for each Guinea, and 
fo proportionabty for any greater or lefier Pieces of coin'd 
Gold. This Addrefs being prefented to his Majefty, a 
Proclamation was iflued accordingly, 

Dec, 2 a. The King gave the Royal Aflent to the Land- 
Tax Bill, and then the Houfe adjourned. 

Jan, 22. The Commons, in a Committee of the whole & f ond Dcfeaw iw 
Houfe, conlider'd farther on the Supply, znd Mr Hutche- HSftftjg; 
fon urg'd. * That the Lifts of the Half-pay Officers were 
charg'd with many who had no Right to it : He was itre- 
mioufly fupported by Mr R. Walpole,, who particularly ob- 
jected again il allowing Half- pay here to the Officers of the 
1 3 Regiments lately redue'd in Ireland. Mr Craggs an- Mr R vvaimic 
fwer'd them ; and Mr Walpole having fuggefted that Mr Mr cmsp. 
Craggs had not been long in Office j this lair, readily own'd, 
* That tho 1 he could not boalc of fo much Experience in 
Affairs, as a certain Gentleman, yet this he was fure of, 
that, though a Novice, he would, ten Years hence, be of 
the fame Opinion he was of at prefent, and not imitate them, 
who chang'd theirs, as they were in or out of Place.* 
Hereupon Mr Walpole appeal' d to the Committee, * Whe- 
ther, while he had the Honour to be in Employment, he 
had not declax'd hre Opinion as freely as he did at prefent. 
particularly in relation to the Matter now before them ?* 
Mr John Smith, Sir Henry Bunbury f t Member forCheller, Mrr.smi*. 
and Sir William Wyndham, fupported Mr Walpole, and »« s c W B "^" 5 '- 
all of them did Juftice to the Officers who had ferv'd. 
their Country in the two lail Wars ; excepting only againft 
the Abufe which had been made of the National Bounty, in 
granting Haty"-pay to thofe that did not deferve it. On 
the other Hand, Mr Aiflabie, Colonel Btaden, Sir Charles Vi *]?*]*'* 
Hotham, Sir Richard Steele, General Wide, Mr Lowndes, &i> c&! H«hin» 
and feveral others, fupported Mr Craggs : and Mr Bufcaw- oJmE** 
«o, faid, ' That, in his Opjnion, the Officers who had 
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lately ferv'd againft the Rebels in Scotland, and in th 
North, and Weft of England, had no lets merited than thoi 
who had ferv'd many Years in foreign Wars, fince by fup 
preffing a moft unnatural and detefuble Rebellion, they h: 
deliver'd their Country from its moft dangerous Enemies 
But though the Court Party, inftead of about 130,361 
to which the Lift of Half -pay for 171 8 amounted, woul 
have been contented with 115,000!, yet a Motion] bein 
made, and the Queilion put, That the Chairman leave the 
Chair, it was carry 'd in the Affirmative, by 186 Voi 
againft 148. 

Jan. 24. The Houfe went into a grand Committee, 
confider farther of the Supply ; particularly in relation to 
Half-pay ; and Mr Hutchefon and Mr Walpole chiefly in 
filled, • That the Officers of the 1 3 Regiments redue'd 
Ireland, ought to have been plac'd on the Eftablilhment of 
that Kingdom.' The Lord Viicount Broderick *, Member 
for Midhurft, endeavour'd to juftify the Miniftry there, and 
reprefented how hard the Cafe of thofe Officers would be, 
if they were Article off the Englifh Eftablifhment. To which 
Mr Walpole reply'd, * That 'twas Matter of Surprize, that 
an End had been put to the Seffion of the Parliament of 
Ireland, without making Provifion foi the faid Officers. 
After this it was agreed to ftrike off the Lift of Half-pay 
all the Minors under fixteen ; feveral Warrant Officers , the 
Officers of ihe 1 3 Regiments redue'd in Ireland, and the 
Chaplains not provided for * No twitli Handing which, the 
Courtiers ftill demanded 1 t 5 ,000 1, for the Lift of Half-pay j 
but upon the Motion for the Chairman to leave the Chair, 
which was carry'd without dividing, the Speaker refum'd 
it, and the farther Consideration of that Matter was put off 
to the next Day. 

Jan. 25. The Commons went again into a Committee 
of the whole Houfe on the Supply, and the Courtiers re- 
newed the Demand of 1 1 5,000 I. for the Lift of Half-pay. 
On the other Hand, the oppofite Party were for reducing 
that Sum to 80,000 1. But Mr Walpole having propos'd 
94,000 I. the fame was readily accepted on both Sides. 

Then Mr Freeman mov'd, * That the Vacancies in rhe 
Guards fhguld be fupply'd by Half-pay Officers : ' But the 
Queftion being put thereupon, it was carry i in the Nega- 
tive by 164 Voices againft 1 56. 

Mr Speaker having refum'd the Chair, Mr Farrer imme- 
diately reported to the Houfe, * That the Committee had 
directed him to move, and it was accordingly refolved, That 
an humble Addiefsbeprefented to his Majefty, that all Va- 
cancies 
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cancies which wall happen in the Troops upon the Britith 
Eftablifhment be fupply'd by Half-Pay Officers, or Officers 
redue'd in Great Britain of the fame Rank, except in the 
Horfe and Foot-Guards, and Horfe-Grenadiers.' The laid 
Addrefs was accordingly prefented to the King. 

Jem. zj. Mr Bofcawen acquainted the Houfe, that his 
Majefty had commanded him to inform the Houfe, " That "n« King's An* 
** Orders fhould be given, purfuant to the above Addrefc, his twerlj!cie ' 
'* Majefty being deiirous, on all Occasions, to contribute, as 
u far as in him lies, to the Eafe of his People." After this, 
Mr Farter reported the Refolutions on the Supply, which 
were agreed to, and may be feen at large in the FQTES 
of this Seffion. 

February 4. The Houfe refolv'd itfclf into a Grand Com- 
mittee, upon the Bill, For regulating the Forces, and for Pay- 
ment of the Army, Sec. After reading the Bill, and the Articles 
of War, Mr Hutchefon excepted againfl the Claufe, enact- 
ing, ' That it (hall and may be lawful to and for Court Mar- 
' tials to punifh Mutiny and Defertion with Death, urging, 
" That a Court Martial was never allowed of in England in 
Time of Peace, as being inconilftent with the Rights and 
Liberties of a free People ; and mov'd, ' That the Offences 
committed by the Soldiery be cognizable and punifh'd by 
the Civil Magiftrate.' 1 Sir William Thompfon anfwerM Mr sir W.ffeopfil 
Hutchefon, and the latter was feconded by Mr Edward Har- MtE, mmcy. 
ley, who, to fhew the Danger of a Handing Army governed 
by Martial Law, quoted a Book written by a noble Mem- 
ber of the Houfe, imitled, An Account of Denmark. Here- 
upon Lord Molefworth, [Author of that Book,'] endeavour'd Lord MoMwor*. 
to fhew, ' That this was not a parallel Cafe ; that the pre- 
fent Pofture of Affairs in Great Britain was vaftly different 
from the State of Things in Denmark at that Juncture ; and 
that the Commons having already declar'd it neceflary to 
maintain the ftanding Forces, it was no lefs neceflary to 
Jceep thofe Forces within the Bounds of Duty and Difcipline, 
by the ordinary Rules of Martial Law, as was ever pracWd 
in all civilizd Nations.' Sir Gilbert Hcathcote having sir c.i; 
back'd the Lord Molefworth, Mr Hungerford faid, ' He Mr hi»im(m. 
lemember'd a remarkable Pafiage la Jit Hijlory of the Revo- 
lutions of Sweden, which was, That one Bung, a rich Burgher 
cf Stockholm, who had much contributed to the keeping up 
a ftanding Army, was the firft that was hang'd by Martial 
Law. General Lumtey and fame others were of Mr on. um ? 
Hutchefon's Opinion ; and, on the other Hand, Sir Jofeph s*j, jck/iL 
Jekyll was for keeping up the Martial Law, at leaft, one 
Year longer. 1 But the main Difpute fell between Mr 
Craggs and Mr Robert Walpole, who in the Heat of Ar- M ; jC^Jpate. 
gumen: could not forbc.r letting drop fome ftiarj &«fe&\- 
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ons. Mr Lechmere, in Anfwer to what Mr Walpole had 
advanced, viz. That a Court Martial in Time of Peace \va 
altogether unknown in England, fliew'd to the contrary, 
♦ That the Court of Admiralty, which is allow'd in Times 
of Peace as well as of War, has an equal Power in relation 
to Seamen, with a Court Martial in Relation to Soldiers. 
At laft, about Eight in the Evening, the QueLlion being put, 
That the Claufe relating to the PunUhment of Mutiny and 
Defertion Ihould ftand as exprefs'd in the Bill, it was car- 
r/d in the Affirmative by a Majority of 24.7 againft 229. 

Feb. 12. The engrofled Bill, Far punijbing Mutiny and De- 
fer t ion > &-c. was read the third Time, and the Queition be- 
ing put, That the laid Bill do pafs, it was carried in the 
Affirmative by 186 Voices againft 105 : This great Majori- 
ty was afcrib'd to Mr Walpole 1 s voting with the Courtiers, 
and his having declar'd to his Friends, ' That fho 1 in the 
Debate about this Bill, he was for having Mutiny and De- 
fertion puniflVd by the Civil Magtilrate, yet he had rather 
thofe Crimes Ihould be puniflVd by Martial Law, than not 
punifh'd at all. 

Feb. 27. The Houfe proceeded to take into Confideration 
the Matters of the Petition of feveral Merchants and Owners 
of Shipping, and other Petitions which had been prefented 
to the Houfe, in Relation to the Trade to and from Sweden : 
And the Extracts of the Letters between the Secretaries of 
State, and his MajelV/s Residents in Holland ; and alfo the 
Memorials which Mr Jackfon prefented to the Regency of 
Sweden, and the Anfwers to them, were read : After which 
Mr Jackfon being cal Id in, Mr Craggs ask'd him, whether 
he was of Opinion, That if the Trade were open'd with 
Sweden, our Merchants would be upon a better Foot than 
they are at prefent ? Mr Jackfon anfwer 'd, ' That, in his 
Opinion, the contrary would happen : For now that the 
Swedes are diftrefs'd for want of our Commodities, particu- 
larly Com and Salt, they are inclin'd to facilitate to us, 
underhand, thePurchafe of their Iron ; whereas if the Pro- 
hibition of Trade with them was taken off, they would im- 
mediately provide themfelves with what they want ; and 
knowing at the fame Time, that there are amongft us a Set 
of Men, whe make it their Study and Bufinefs to embarafs 
the Government, the Court of Sweden would be more ftiff 
than ever, and render the Purchafe of their Iron more dif- 
ficult to us." Some Members being offended at Mr Jackfon" s 
Exprefiion, viz. A Set of Men, cry'd out, Cufiady, Cujlody : But 
the more moderate contented themfelves with putting him 
upon explaining himfelf: Hereupon Mr Jackfon replyd, 
' That he meant the Merchants who prefented unreafonable 
Petitions.* This being by fame, look'd upon rather as an 
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Aggravation than an Excufe, the Cry of Cnjioitj, Cupdj, AB 5$.J fcU 
was repeated ; but Mr R. Walpole brought him off, by fug- s^^v^V 
getting, ■ That that Gentleman had liv'd fo long in a defpo- Mr r. wtipoie. 
tick Government/where Petitions and Reprefentations of that 
Nature are accounted capital Crimes, that he had forgot the 
Rights and Privileges of his Countrymen ; and therefore 
mov'd, that his unguarded Expreffions might be excus'd ; ' 
Nobody oppofing Mr Walpole, Mr Jackfon withdrew. 
Then the Petitioners, and fome other Merchants being calPd 
in, and farther heard, they rcprefented among other Parti- 
culars, ' Thac fince the Prohibition of Trade with Sweden, 
they bought Swedifh Iron of the Dutch 4 I. ^rTon dearer 
ihan before ; and that whereas the Englifti were formerly, 
about 30,000 I. per Annum, Gainers by the Trade with 
Sweden, they now loft about 90,000 I.' But this was con- 
tradicted by Mr Craggs, who fuggeftedj, ' That the Exports 
from Stockholm for England had never amounted to 
1 zo,ooo I. in one Year ; and therefore the Difference of the 
Profit and Lofs could not come up to this Lift Sum.* The 
Merchants being withdrawn, Mr Heyfham fpokc in their MrHeyfbim. 
Favour, and made a Motion, upon which the Queftion was 
propofed, That an Addrefs be prefentcd to his Majefly, to 
cake into his Consideration the State of the Trade with Swe- 
den, and that fuch Meafures might be taken, that his Ma- 
jefty's Subjects, and thofe of his Allies, might carry on the 
(aid Trade in the fame Manner. Hereupon there arofe a 
warm Debate, in which Mr Craggs rcprefented, ' That fuch Mr Cnggh 
an Addrefs would be derogatory to the King's Honour, and 
even a Reflection on the Parliament, who had defir'd his 
Majefly to prohibit all Commerce with Sweden ; and that 
on the other Hand, fuch an Addrefs was altogether needlefs, 
fince his Majcfty's Wifdom would not fail to apply all pro- 
per Remedies to the Evil that was complain'd of.' Here- 
upon Sir William Wyndham faid, * That the Prohibition of Sii w.Wyndtam. 
Trade with Sweden having been thought convenient, when 
there was fome Grounds to fear an Invafion from thence ; 
now that Apprehenfion was entirely over, it would be no 
Reflection either upon the King or his Parliament, to take 
off the faid Prohibition i and chat he wonder 1 d we mould 
diftrefs and endeavour to ruin a Prince and Nation, who 
have ever been the Support of the Proteilant Intereft, and 
whom, by Treaties, we Hand obliged to defend and pro- 
tctV After this it was refolv'd by a Majority of 201 
Votes agiiinfl in, to adjourn the Debate till tfiat Day 
Month. 

March 17. Mr Bofcawcn acquainted the Houfc, Th| 
had a Menage to the Houfc, fign'd by bis Majefty . Which. 
W4» a viz. 
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GEORGE R. 

t{ 1 JTS Majefty being at prefent engag'd in feveral Ne 
" Xi gotiations of the utmoft Concern to the Welfare o 
'* thefe Kingdoms, and the Tranquility of Europe j and ha- 
" ving lately receiv'd Information from Abroad, which 
■H makes him judge that it will give Weight to his Endea- 
u vours, if a Naval Force he employ *d where it fhall be 
" neceftary, does think fit to acquaint this Houfe therewith ; 
•• not doubting but that in cafe he fhould be obliged, at this 
" critical Juncture, to exceed the Number of Men granted 
" this Year for the Sea-Service, the Houfe will, at their 
" next Meeting, provide for fuch. Exceeding. 

Upon this Sir William Strickland mov'd, 'That an Ad- 
drefs be prcfented to his Majefty, to return his Majefty the 
Anwditi* itere- Thanks of this Houfe, for his unwearied Endeavours to 
promote the Welfare of his Kingdoms, and to preferve the 
Tranquility of Europe i and to allure his Majefty, That this 
Houfe will make good fuch Exceedings of Men for the Sea 
Service of the Year 1718, as his Majefty in his Royal Wif- 
dom mall find neceftary to obtain thofe deftrabk Ends.' This 
Motion being feconded, and the Queilion put thereupon, 
was carry 'd without dividing. 

It is verjr remarkable, that the Spanilh Embaflador ha- 
ving about this Time expoftulated concerning the great 
Preparations for fending a Fleet into the Mediterranean, Mr 
Walpole faid, • That fuch an Addrefs had all the Air of a 
* Declaration of War againit Spain. 

March 1 8. Mr Bofcawen acquainted the Houfe, That their 
Addrefs had been prefented to his Majefty ; and that he was 
commanded by his Majefty, to return his Majelly's hearty 
Thanks to this Houfe, and to allure them, that his Majefty 
(hall think himfelf oblig'd, in Return of the great Confi- 
dence they have repos'd in him, not only to ufe the utmoft 
OEconomy that fliall be confident with the real Intercft of 
his Subjects for this enfuing Year ; but likewife to apply his 
molt earneft Endeavours to prevent future Burthens to bis 
People, by eftablifhing a lading Peace and Tranquility, 

Match zi. The King went to the Houfe of Peers, and 
the Commons attending, his Majeiiy gave the Royal Aflent 
to feveral Bills. 

After which the Lord Chancellor read his Majelly's 
Speech to both Houfes of Parliament, as follows, viz- 



OJjfervurion on 

that Addrdfc. 



The King's An- 

£rcr Jo tlic above 
tdrsfi, 



My Lords and Gentlemen, 



[tie King* Speech 

. mi End 
- ' r llurii ScT- 



I Cannot put an End to this Seftion, without returning 
my hearty Thanks to fo good a Parliament, for the) 
" Difwtfch which has bewv "vvsa ;o the miblick Bufinefs. 



( i8i ) 

" You will, I hope, in your private Capacities, feel the 
" Convenience of an early Recti's ; and I am perfuaded the 
" Publick will receive great Benefit, by the feafonable Zeal 
" and Vigour of your Reflations in Support of my Go- 
•' vernment. 

" Nothing can add To mnch to the Credit and Influence 
" of this Crown, both at Home and Abroad, as the re- 
** peated Inilances of your Affeftion to me. This Steadi- 
a nefs and Refolution of yours, will, I hope, enable me to 
*' procure, againft your next Meeting, fuch Treaties to be 
" concluded, as will fettle Peace and Tranquility among 
4 * our Neighbours. 

*' If through the Blefiing of God my Endeavours to this 
* End prove fuccefsful, I mall have the Satisfaction to 
" filence even thofe who will never own themfelves con- 
" vine'd ; and to let all the World fee plainly, that what 
" I have moll at Heart, is the Good and Welfare of my 
4t People, who may then be eas'd in their Taxes, and en- 
" rich'd by their Trade. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

** I mull return you my particular Thanks for the Sup- 
" plies you have fo chcarfully granted, and for the late In- 
M llance of your Confidence in me. I promise you, that 
" my Endeavours mall not be wanting to make Ufe of both 
w to the beft Advantage for the Good of my People. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

** The Practices which are daily us'd by a mofl refllefs 
" and unhappy Set of Men, to difturb a Government by 
" whofe Clemency they are protected, require our utmoifc 
11 Attention and Vigilance. I mull therefore recommend 
" it to you, that in your feveral Stations and Countries, 
" you will endeavour to quell that Spirit of Difaffeclion, 
" which our common Enemies are fo induilrious to fo- 
" ment. 
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Then the Lord Chancellor prorogu'd the Parliament to 
the 20th of May ; after which they wer,e farther prorogued 
to the nth of November. 
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SPEECHES and DEBATES 

In the Fourth Session of the 
Firfl Parliament of King George I. 

ON the nth of November the King came to the 
Houfc of Peers, and the Commons attending, his 
Majefty deliver'd the following Speech into the 
Hands of the Lord Chancellor, who read the fame to both 
Houfes : 



Qlnce your laft Recefs, I have, by the Blefling of Al- 



My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Kiop's Speech at " 

c^,* the Fourth,, ,3 eighty God, concluded fuch Terms and Conditions 
" of Peace and Alliance between the greateft Princes of 
" Europe, as will, in all human Appearance, induce others to 
'■ follow their Example, and make any Attempts to diflurb 
" the publick Tranquility not only dangerous but imprac- 
" ticable. 

" Thefe Engagements, I am perfuaded, will be fa much 
" the more agreeable to all my good Subjects, as they bind 
" the contracting Powers to fupport the Succeflion to thefe 
*' Kingdoms in my Family, to which fome were not at all, 
■* and others not fo fully, bound by any former Treaties. 

" During the whole Couffe of thefe Negotiations, a moft 
" firict Regard has been had to the Intereft of Spain ; and 
■' better Conditions have been llipnlated for that King, than 
" wore infilled upon in his Behalf even at the Treaty of 
"' Utrecht i but the War in Hungary, which by our Me- 
w diation is fince happily ended, having tempted the Court 
" of Spain unjuftly to attack the Emperor, and the Hopes 
iey have fince conceiv'd of raifing Disturbances in Great 
*' Britain, France, and el few here, having encouraged them 

to believe, that we (hould not be able to ad in Purfuance 
"• of our Treaties, for the Defence of the Dominions in- 
" vaded by them, nor even to fupport thofe other efiential 
" and necedary Conditions of the Treaty of Utrecht. 
" which provide againll the great Monarchies of Europe, 
" being at any Time hereafter united under one Sovereign, 
" they have not only perfiiled in fuch a notorious Violation 
" of the publick Peace and Tranquility, but have rejected 
11 all our amicable Propofak, and have broke thro' their 
noft folcmn Engagements for the Security of our Com- 
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"To vindicate therefore the Faith of our former Trea- 
" ties, as well as to maintain thofe which we, lately made, 
" and to protect and defend the Trade of my Subjects, 
" which has in every Branch been violently and unjuftly 

11 opprefs'd, it became neceflary far our Naval Forces to 
" check their Progrefs. It was reafonable to hope, that 
** the Succefs of our Arms, the repeated Offers of Friend- 
" fhip. which I have never ceas'd to make in the mall 
" prefllng Manner, and the Meafures taken ift Concert with. 
*' the Emperor and the moft Chrittian King, to retlore the 
" publick Tranquility, would have produe'd a better Dif- 
'* pofition in the Court of Spain ; but I have receiv'd In- 
" formations, that inftead of liftening to our reafonable 
■• Terms of Accommodation, that Court has lately given 
" Orders at all the Ports of Spain and pf the Weil-Indies, 
*■ to fie out Privateers, and to take our Ships. 

* I am perfuaded that a Britifh Parliament will enable 
" me to rcfent fuch Treatment, as becomes us ; and it is 
*■ with Pleafure that I can allure you of the ready and 
*• friendly Refolutions of our good Brother the Regent of 
" France, to concur and join with me in the molt vigorous 
" Meafures. 

** The firm Confidence I repofe in the Affection of my 
" People, together with my earneft Dcfire to eafe them of 
" every Charge not abfolutely neceflary, determin'd me, 
° immediately after the Exchange of the Ratifications of 
" our great Alliance, to make a very confiderable Reditc- 
" tion of our Land-Forces j nor could I better exp 
" than by fo doing, how little we apprehend the Attempts 
" of our Enemies to difturb the Peace of my Kingdoms, 
" even tho 1 Spain fhould think fit to continue fome Time 
" in War. Our Naval Force imploy'd in Concert with our 
" Allies, will, I trull in God, foon put a happy End tu 
" the Troubles which the ambitious Views of that C 
•' have begun, and fecure to my Subjeeht the Execution of 
" the many Treaties in Force relating to our Commerce. 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

11 I mufl dcfire you to grant me fuch Supplies, as i 
" enable me to carry on the Service of the Year. I have 
" given Orders to have tne proper F.ilunates laid before 
" you, whereby you will perceive I have redue'd the Ex- 
" pence as much as our Circurnilance, can well admit, I 
" have the Pleafnre to oblcrve to you, that the Funds ap- 
" propriatcd fur finking the publick Debts, have anfwer'd 
*' above Expectation. I mull however recommend to you 
" to confider of proper .Methods far improving them, by 
" preventing the FrauJa and Abufes daily committed in 

12 the pubUtk Revenues, nol d&ubtiog in »H novk ?iq- 
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Debate thereon, 
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lings you will have that Regard to the inviolable Pre 
fervation of the publick Credit, which may quiet the 
Mind's of all thofe that have trufted to Parliamentary 
*• Engagements. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
** There never was a Time when your Unanimity, your 
" Vigour, and Difpatch, were more neceflary to fo many 
■• good Ends, as thofe we have now in View. I have done 
" my Part. It remains with you to give the laft Finiihing 
" to this great Work, Our Friends and our Enemies, 
" both at Home and Abroad, are waiting the Event of 
" your Refolutionj : And I dare promife my felf that the 
" fir ft have nothing to apprehend, nor the others to hope, 
" from your Conduct in this important Juncture, who have, 
" during the whole Courfe of my Reign, given fuch lively 
" Proofs of your Zeal and Affection to my Perfon, and of 
" your Love to your Country." 

The Commons being return'd to their Houfe, Mr Craggs, 
by his Majefty's Command, prefented to the Houfe Copies, 
in Latin, of feveral Treaties, with a Lift of them ; and 
the Title of the Copies of the faid Treaties were read, and 
1 then the Lord Hinchingbroke mov'd, * That an humble 
Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, returning the Thanks 
of the Houfe for his moft gracious Speech from the Throne, 
and for the many and great Inftances which he has therein 
given to his People, of his conftant Endeavours for their 
Security and Welfare j That the Houfe has intire Satif- 
faction in thofe Meafures which his Majefty has already 
taken for ftrengthening the Protectant Succeffion, and efta- 
blilhing a lafting Tranquility in Europe ; and particularly 
in relation to the Crown of Spain ; and is refolv'd to 
enable his Majefty, in Concurrence with his Allies, not 
only to refent the Injuries that Crown has already done to 
the Commerce of thefe Kingdoms, in Breach of the Trea- 
ties fubfilling between the two Nations, but will likewife 
fupport him, in the moft vigorous and effectual Manner, 
in mch farther Meafures as his Majefty (hall judge neceffary 
to compleat the publick Tranquility, and to check the 
Growth of that Naval Power, which muft otherwise prove 
dangerous to the Trade of thefe Kingdoms, and to (he 
Repofe of Europe." The Lord Hinchingbroke was back'd 
by the Lord Tyrconnel, Sir David Dalrymple, Mr Lech- 
mere, Mr Craggs, Mr John Smith, Sir Gilbert Heathcote, 
Sir Wilfrid Lawfon, Mr Hampden, Mr Aiflabie, Mr Bof- 
cawen, and Col. Bladen ; but the Motion being opposed by 
Mr Freeman, Mr Heylham, Mr Walpole, Mr SnelJ, Mr 
Hunger/brd, Mr H«ine, Sir. \<fa$b fcfcjll, Mr Cowper, 
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Sir William Wyndham, Mr Shippen, Lord Moleiworth, 
and General Rofs, a warm Debate enfued. 

The Country Party ftrenuouily objected againft theWords, Slt w.wyndbira. 
entire Satisfaftion in tboje Meafurn tuhicb bif Majefiy had "fri^SSworth. 
mlrendy taken. In order therefore to have thefe Words left Cca.Roii. 
oat of the Addrefs, it was alledg'd in the firft Place, That 
it was unparliamentary and unprecedented, on the firft Day 
of a Sefiion to enter upon Particulars ; That the Bufmefsin 
Queftion being of the higheft Importance, viz- Peace or 
War, deferv'd the matureft Deliberation ; That before they 
approv'd of the Meafures that had been taken, they ought 
to examine the Treaties, and the Reafons on which thofe 
Meafures were founded, which muil needs take up fome 
Time j And therefore they ought, for the prefent, according 
to the ufual Cullom, to content themfelves with returning 
his Majefty their Thanks for his Speech, with general Af- 
furances of their Zeal and Affection for his Majefty's Perfon 
and Government, and then appoint a Day to take the faid 
Speech into Confidcration. 

To this the Courtiers anfiver'd, That tho* all Applicati- 
ons from the Houfe to the Throne differ'd according to the 
various Circum fences of Affairs, yet there were not wanting 
Precedents to fupport the Exprdfions excepted againil, of 
which fome Inftances were produe'd : That the Meafures 
that had been taken, were grounded on Treaties that had 
been laid before them, and which might be e.xamin'd into 
as foon as the Houfe thought fit j but that at was neceflkry, 
at this critical Juncture, when the Eyes of all Europe were 
hVd on this Parliament, eariy to come to a vigorous Re* 
folution, which would not fail having its due Weight 
Abroad. 

This was warmly opposed by Mr R. Walpole, whourgM, Mr k. w »ipotoi 
' That it was againft the common Rules of Prudence, and 
the Methods of proceeding in that Houfe, to approve a 
Thing before they knew what it was : That he was tho- 
roughly convinc a of, and as ready as any Perfon in that Af- 
fembly, to acknowledge his Majefty's great Care for the ge- 
neral Peace of Europe, and the Intereft of Great Britain > 
bat that the giving Sanction, in the Manner propos'd, to the 
late Meafures, could have no other View, than to flcreen 
Miiiifters, who were confeious of having done fomething 
amifs, and, who having begun a War againft Spain, would 
now make it the Parliament's War : Concluding, That in- 
ftead of an entire Satisfaction, they ought to fhew their en- 
tire Diflatisfaction with a Conduct that was contrary to the 
Laws of Nations, and a Breach of folemn Treaties.' Upon 

Mr Craggs gave the Houfe an Account of the Meafurej mi c-*a>. 
fchich the King and hit Miniftcrs had parfapi for ttftgnt^ 
u. I A a 
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ftww j. Ceo. l andfecuring the Tranquility of Europe, and (aid, * That upon 
lyyv. that View a Treaty of defenfive Alliance between bis Maje- 
fty and the Emperor had been Agn'd in May 1716, and by 
that very Gentleman, then in a high Station, who now ex- 
cepted againfl thefe Meafures : That, at the fame Time, 
his Majefty fincerely defir'd and endeavoured to maintain a 
perfect Friendship with the King of Spain, and had even 
propos'd a defenfive Alliance to him, before he made one 
with any other Power-. That notwithstanding the Engage- 
ments his Majefty wat. under to guaranty the Neutrality of 
Italy, and to defend the Emperor in the Pofieflion of hit. 
Dominions, which, upon the luvafion of Sardinia, might 
have juftify'd his Majelly's afiilting his Imperial Majelty 
againit Spain ; yet the King chofe rather to act as a friendly 
Mediator, and, in Concert with the Regent of France, en- 
deavour'd to find out Means of reconciling the Interelts of 
the Emperor and of the King of Spain, as the only Way to 
put a Stop to the War that threatened Italy, and in which 
all Europe might be involved : That the Catholiclc King 
was often follicicedby the Bririlh M millers at Madrid, to con- 
cur with his Majefty's good Intentions, and to give fuch In- 
itruttions to the Spanifh, Minifter here, as would put it in, 
hit. Majefty's. Power to ltand up for the Interelt and Advan- 
tages of Spain in the en filing Negotiations : That the Ca- 
tholiclc King having declin'd to concert Meafures with Great 
Britain, and demanding, in general, Satisfaction for the 
Breaches he pretended the Emperor had made upon the 
Treaty of Utrecht, the Balance of Power in Europe, and the 
Security and Liberty of the Princes and States of Italy, all 
that his Majelty, with the Regent's Afliltance, could do, 
was to obtain of the Emperor fuch Conditions as were 
thought molt agreeable to his Catholick Majefty j to wit, 
an ahfolute Renunciation of the Monarchy of Spain and the 
Indies, and a very considerable Settlement in Italy for a 
Prince of Spain, particularly the Great Duchy of Tufcany : 
That as the Emperor's Pretenftons to Sicily were the prin- 
cipal Reafons of his oppofmg the Treaty of Utrecht, from 
which he could not afterwards be brought off by the Treaty 
of Baden, it became neceftary, towards an Accommodation, 
to difpofe of that Ifland in Favour of his Imperial Majefty, 
of whom, upon that Consideration, his Majefty and the Re- 
gent of France obtain 'd the Difpofition of Sardinia in Favour 
of the King of Sicily : That thefe were the principal Arti- 
cles of the Treaty of Alliance, for reltoring and fettling 
the Publick Peace, commonly call'd the Quadruple Alliance, 
which was a long while depending, and at laft fign'd here. 
on the 2 2d of July, 171 8: That in Order ro fupport the 
\ iew * of this Treaty, and to add Weight to the Endeavours 
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for reftoring theTranquility of Europe, hisMajefty acquainted *" no i- <Se* 1. 
the Commons, toward the End or" the hit Seflion of Parlia- 
ment, that he intended to employ a Naval Force when it 
mould be neceflary ; whereupon this Houfe unanimouily re- 
folv'd to return his Majefty their Thanks for his unwearied 
Endeavours to promote the Welfare of lus Kingdoms, and 
to preferve the Tranquility of Europe i and to allure his 
Majefty, that they would make good fuch Exceedings of 
Men for the Sea Service for the Year 1718, as his Majefty, 
in hisRoyalWifdom, mould find neceflary to obtain thofe de- 
ferable Ends : [S« p. 180.]. That this unanimous Refolution 
undoubtedly imply'd an entire Satisfaction in tlie Meafures his 
Majefty was at that Time concerting for preferving the Tran- 
quility of Europe ; and if an Action has fmce happen'd in 
Confequence of thofe Meafures, this cannot, with any Jutlice, 
be call'd the War of the Minifters, but rather the War of 
the Parliament : That, however, it was not with Defign of 
making War, but only of reftoring Peace, that his Majefty 
(exit a ftrottg Squadron into the Mediterranean : That, pur- 
fuant to this View, as foon as Sir George Byng reach'd the 
Coaft of Spain, he wrote a Letter to that King, defiring him 
to accept his Majefty's Mediation, and to defift from the 
Hoftilities already begun ,• offering him his Service, either 
to withdraw his Troop, or even to aflift him, in cafe the 
Emperor fhould not con fen t to a Sufpenfion of Arms ; which 
the Admiral propofed while an Accommodation fhould be 
negotiated : That the Spaniard, having with Haughtinefs 
rejected his Majefty's repeated amicable Propofals, and not 
only perfifted in the Violation of the publick Peace, by the 
Invafion of Sicily, but likewife broke thro* mort folemn 
Treaties for the Security of our Trade, it became neceflary 
for his Majefty's Naval Forces to check thefe infolent and 
violent Proceedings, as well to maintain the Faith of his 
Majefty's Engagements, and prevent the Confequences of 
Var, as to protect and defend the Trade of theBritifh 
Subjects, which labours under the heavieft Hardfhips and 
Difficulties.' To confirm this laft Aflertion, Col. Bladen Col. Bladen, 
produced a Lift of many Merchant Ships, taken or detained 
the Spaniards. 
Mr R. Walpole having made folemn Profefflons of his «i *. waipok. 
Duty and Affection to the King, and of his Readinefs to ac- 
knowledge his Majefty's Royal Care and conftant Endea- 
vours for the Security and Welfare of his People, and the 
Tranquility of Europe ; but diftinguifhing between his Ma- 
jefty and his MimAers, and fhewing an Uhwilltngnefc to 
approve the Meafures purfued by the latter, 'till the Tnu- 
tics on which thofe Meafures were founded, had been fully 
and manJjriy CXJtmJn'A, Mr Craggs readily :.drtt\uc4 0$ Ocve "* ' 
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**"*£?* * O' ft i nftion between the King and Lis Minifters, adding, 
1 That he obferv'd with a great deal of Pleafure, how una- 
nimous they were all for the King, and that he fhould be 
extremely forry if the Miniilers fhould be the Occafion of 
eny Delay in the Houfe's expreffing their Duty and Affec- 
tion to his Majefty : That he own'd Miniilers were not in- 
fallible ; That he had the Honour to be one of his Majefty s 
Servants, and had gone as great Lengths as any in the Mea- 
sures that had been taken : But that he was fo pofitive, that 
in the Courfe of this whole Affair nothing had been done 
that was not entirely confident with the Faith of Treaties, 
and the Honour and Intereft of the Nation, that he durik 
promife, both for himfelf and the reft of the Miniilers, that 
if the Houfe came into this Vote, which he thought of the 
higheft Importance at this critical Juncture, no manner of 
Advantage would be taken of it to palliate any Faults, 
which, through human Frailty, might have been commit- 
ted ; and that for his own Part he was ready to undergo the 
fevereft Examination, whenever the Houfe fhould think fit 
to enquire into the Conduct of the Miniitry.' 

Upon the whole Matter, the Queition being at laft put, 
upon the Lord Hinchingbrolce's Motion, it was carry 'd in 

The Addrtfi a- the Affirmative by 216 Votes againft 155. 

££t° *"*'"' N(n '- r *• The Commons having made the ufual Orders j 
the Lord Hinchingbroke reported the Addrefs from the 
Committee of which his Lordfhip was Chairman » which oa 
the 13th was prefented to his Majefty, as follows. 

May it pleafe yonr Majefty, 
' TXZE y our Majefty *s moft dutiful and loyal Subjects, 

* W the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament af- 

* fcmbled, do return our moft fmcere and unfeigned Thanks 

* to your Sacred Majefty for your moft gracious Speech from 

* the Throne, and for the many and great Initanccs, which 

* you have been gracioufly plcas'd therein to give your Pco- 

* pie, of your conftant Endeavours for their Security and 

* Welfare. 
' It is with the greateft Pleafure that we have this Op- 

' portunity to aftfure your Majefty, that wc have entire 

* Satisfaction in thofe Meafures which you have already 
' taken, for ftrengthening the Proteftant Succciiion to die 

* Crown of theic Realms in your own Family, and for 

* eftablifhing a Iafting Tranquility in Europe, and parti- 

* cularly in relation to the Crown of Spain ; and we are. 

* refolv'd on our Parts, to the utrnoft of our Power, to en> 

* able your Majefty, in Concurrence with your Allies, not 

* only to refent the Injuries which that Crown has already 
' dove to the Commerce of thefe TS&n^om^, \\\ Breach of 
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the Treaties fubfilling between, the two Nations, but will Anno j. Ce».i. 

likcwife fupport your Majeily, in the moil vigorous and 

effe&ual Manner, in fuch farther Meafures as in your 

great Wifdom you fliall judge neceffary to corapleat the 

publick Tranquility, and to check the Growth of that 

naval Power, which mull othenvife prove dangerous to 

the Trade of thefe Kingdoms, and the Repofe of Europe. 

* We mould be wanting in our Duty to your Majefty, if 
we did not exprefs, in the moll affectionate Manner, the 
great Senfe we have of that Inllance of your tender Con- 
cern for the Eafe of your People, in the farther Reduction 
which you have made of your Land- Forces ; which mull 
be accepted by all your good Subjects, as the ftroitgeft 
Proof of your Wifdom and Goodnefs. 

* We crave Leave to concur with your facred Majefty, 
that Regard mull always be had to the inviolable Pre- 
fervation of the publick Credit, for the Quiet and jull 
Security of all thofe who have truited to Parliamentary 
Engagements. 

1 And do farther allure your Majefly, That we will, by 
our Condnct in this important Juncture, give your Ma- 
jerry and the wholfe World, all imaginable Proofs of our 
Zeal and inviolable Duty and Affection to your Perfon 
and Government, and of our Love to our Country, 

To which His Majefty's Anfwer was as follows. 



Gentlemen, 

" T Am extreamly fenfible of the Duty and Affection X 1 * ££• **• 
" X you exprefs to my Perlon : Your Vigour and Refom- 
" tion to fupport me will encourage our Friends, and, by 
" the Bleffing of God, enable mc to defeat the ill-groun- 
" ded Hopes of our Enemies : As I am perfuaded the Ne- 
•* eeffity and Ufefulnefs of your Proceedings will be ap- 
■■ prov'd by the Event, I do return you my very hearty 
«• Thanks for this loyal Addrefs. " 

Nov- 13. Mr Craggs prefented the Tranflations of 
feveral Treaties of Alliance, and Articles belonging there- 
unto, which were order'd to He on the Table, 

Dtc. 17. Mr Bofcawen, by the King's Command, ac- JljLftfSBJS 
quainted the Houfe, That all his Majefty's Endeavours «xk the Kini 
and thofe of the mofl Chriftian King, to procure Redrefsof w^fg^apjio. 
the many Injuries done to the Subjects of Great Britain by 
the King of Spain, to the unfpeakable Detriment of the 
Trade of thefe Kingdom* ; or even to obtain a Difconti- 
ce of the unjuft Hoftilitiei, carrying on by that Crowu^ 
d iaeBcftu*], Ais Majefly had foufld it twetfepj 



ef Thanlu, 
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io declare War againft Spain. After the rea 
Meflage, Mr Treby * mov*d, ■ That an humble Addre 
, be prefented to his Majefty, to return his Majefty the im 
tio "[ u '" Addrefi unfeigned Thanks of the Houfe for having communicat 
to them the neceflaTy Refolution of declaring War again 
Spain ; and to aft u re his Majefty, That this Houfe wil 
with the greateft Chearfulnefs and with the utmoft Vigour 
aflift and fupport his Majefty in the War with the King of 
Spain, 'till Spain is redue'd to accept of reafonable Terms 
6f Peace, and to agree to fuch Conditions of Trade and 
Commerce, as this Nation is juftty intitled to by their 
feveral Treaties.' Mr Treby was feconded by Mr Weftem, 
Member for Sudbury, but Mr Shippen, Mr Freeman, Si 
Thomas Hanmer, and fome others excepted either again 
the Motion or again A fome Expreftlons In it, which oc- 
cafion T d a warm Debate. Some Members alledging, * Tha 
they did not fee the Neceffity of declaring War agninft 
Spain, and that they rather were inclined to believe that 
the Grievances complain'd of by our Merchants might have 
been redrefs'd in an amicable Manner', Colonel Stanhope 
Member for Derby, told the Houfe, that he had had the 
Honour to ferve his Majefty as his Envoy to the King 
Spain, and he could aflure them, that he had prefented 
at Iealt five and twenty Memorials to that Court, in relation 
to the Complaints of our Merchants, without any Succefs 
Hereupon Mr Methuen, Member for Brack ley* interpos'd, 
and accounted for the Dilatorinefs of the Court of Madrid 
in the Diipatch of Commercial Affairs, occaiion'd by the 
different Regulations and Judicatories in the feveral King- 
doms, Provinces, and Forts of Spain ; which might be the 
Rea fan why the Grievances complain'd of by our Traders 
had not been redrefs'd fo foon as might have been expected. 
A Member having hinted that the Minifters had fhewn no 
great Concern for the Trade and Interfft of the Nation, 
fince it appcar'd by the Anfwer from a Secretary of State 
to the Marquefs de Monteleone's Letter, that they would 
have pafs'd by the Violations of the Treaties of Commerce, 
provided Spain had accepted the Terms of the Quadruple 
Alliance : That his Majefty did not feek to aggrandize 
himfelf by any new Acquifition, but was rather inclined to 
facriftce fomething of his own, to procure the general 
Quiet and Tranquility : That no Body could yet tell how 
far that Sacrifice was to extend, but certainly it was a very 
uncommon Piece of Coridefcenfion ; Mr Shippen went yet 
farther, and infinuatcd, That this War feem'd to be cal- 
culated for another Meridian, [Sn p. 157 ] But wrapt up 

the 



Dttatc thereon. 

Mr Wdttm. 

Mr Shippen, 
Mr Freeman. 
tit T. Hinmcr. 



Col, Stanhope. 



Mr Mctban. 
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rl.c Innuendo fo dextroufly, that no Exception was taken at ** B0 ^ n *- > - '■ 
Mr Horatio Walpole alfo found Fault with the Treaty S^J^Jv^ 
"l 'Quadruple Alliance, particularly as to the Difpofition of 
Sic»l/ in Favour of die Emperor, which was a Breach of Ml "' Wtlpo ' e " 
the Treaty of Utrecht ; and his Brother Mr Robert Wal- Mr a. w*ipoie. 
pole, exclaim'd againft the Inj uitice of attacking the Spaniih 
Fleet before the Declaration of War. They were anfwer'd 
by Mr Craggs, Mr Lechmere, Mr Ahlabie, Mr T. Broderick, Mr Cra«s. 
and Sir jofeph jekyll i which laft kid, ' That fame Weeks m,' S* 
before, when this Affair was firft mention' d in the Houfe, ^T'^" kk " 
he was thy of giving his Opinion, becaufe he had not then 
examin'd the feveral Steps that had been taken in it ; but 
that now he was fully convine'd, that if there was any In- 
jultice, it was on the Side of the King of Spain ; and that 
the Conduct of his Majefty and his Miniilers was entirely 
agreeable to the Law of Nations and the Rules of J uitice 
and Equity. Was it juft, added he, in the King of Spain 
to attack the Emperor's Dominions [meaning Sardinia] 
while he was engag'd in a War with the Turks, without 
any Declaration of War ? Was it juft in the fame Prince 
to invade the Dominions of one of our Allies, the King of 
Sicily, without the leaft Provocation r And was it not juft 
in Ins Majefty to vindicate the Faith of his Treaties, and to 
defend and protect the Trade of his Subjects, which had 
been violently opprefs'd ? Then the Qudlion being put upon 
Mr Treby's Motion, the fame was carry 'd in the Affirma- 
tive by 178 n gain it 107 ; and it was refolv'd, That the faid 
Refolution be laid before his Majefty, by the whole Houfe ; 
which being done accordingly his Majefty gave the follow- The above 44** 
ing Anfwer. 
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Gentlemen, 
" 'TT^His iealonable and loyal. Addrefs, will, I truft in "rue King'* a a . 

J, God, contribute effectually to what you defire. I 
•• return you true Thanks for it. " 



Iwcf. 



Dee. 24. The engrofs'd Bill from the Lords, intitled, Ah £J!JJ^*V 
Acl far Jirengthening the Troteftant Intereft in theft Kingdoms, ">'"s «** p*#51<b*. 
was brought down to the Commons, who read it the firil *" T '^' 
Time, and order 'd it to be read a fecond Time, on the 
7th of January, to which Day the Houfe then adjoura'd. 

Jan. 7. The Commons read a fecond Time the engrofs'd Detenu thefe. 
Bill from the Lords, intitled, An A3 far Strengthening the ""<* *"■""! 
Prottjiant htereft in theft Kingdoms : And then fo much of 
the Act, Againfl Oaafionnl Conformity, as was intended to be 
repeal' d by the faid Bill, as alio of the Aft, To prevent the 
Growth of ScbiftM, iste, both which were pafs'd in the 1 zth 
Ycat 0/ the kte Queen Aarx, were read. Afar yAvlcAv. 
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upon a Motion made to commie the kid Bill, there aro 
a very warm Debate, that lifted above eight Hours. ft 
Hampden fpoke Jirft in Behalf of the Bill, and was feconde 
by Mr Cartwright *, Member for BolTtney. The oth 
Members who fpoke for the committing or the Bill, were 
Mr J. Chetwynd +, Member for St Maws, Sir Tho. Palmer, 
Member for Rochefter, Mr Yonge, Mr Carter, Sir William 
Thompfon, Mr Bofcawen, Mr Barrington Shute, Sir Wil- 
liam Lowther, Member for Pontefract, Sir Jofeph Jekyll 
Sir Gilbert Heathcotc, Mr Craggs, Mr Lechmere, and th» 
Lord Caftlecomer. Againft the committing of the Bill 
Mr Graham, Member for Weftmoreland, Mr Ward, Mem- 
ber for Thctford, Mr Richard Hopton, Member for He- 
refordmire. Col. Strangeways, Member for Dorfetfliire, 
Mr Blundel, Member for Haflemere, Sir William Wynd- 
ham, Mr Jefferies, Mr Shippen, Mr Horatio Walpole, 
Sir Tho. Hanmer, Mr John Smith, Mr Snell, Mr Robert 
Walpole, and Mr Lutw^che, Member for Apulby. 

SirvVilUamThompfon urgd, ■ ThatthcSchifmBilldepriv*. 
Parents of their natural Kiglit of educating their Children 
as they think proper ; to which Mr Shippen anfwer'd 

* That it was fomewhat ft range to fee fo able a Lawyer in- 
confifent with himfelf : For when the twelve Judges were 
confulted, in a Cafe relating to a great Family, [The Prime 
of WnUii Chi/Jar'] he was of the Opinion of ten of them, 
■ That Children may be talccn from their Parents, and edu- 

* cated as the Good of the Nation requir'd.* To this Sir 
William Thompfon reply 'd, * That as he never was con 
fulted, fo had he never ceclar'd his Thoughts in the nice 
Cafe hinted by that Gentleman, and therefore he could not, 
n-iih any Colour of Juftice, be faid to have chang'd his 
Opinion : But that the Member who tax'd htm with it, and 
who thereby declafd agaijift the Opinion of the ten Judges, 
rf he would be confident with himfelf, muft now be for the 
Bill that repeals the Schifm Afl, which reftores Parents to 
their natural Right.* After fome perfonal Altercations be- 
tween Mr R. Walpole and Mr Lechmere, the Queftion be- 
ing put upon the Motion for committing the Bill, it was 
orry'd in the Affirmative by 24.3 Votes againft 202, and 
the Bill was committed to a Committee of the whole Houfe. 

An exact Lift of the Names of all thofe who voted Pro 
and Con t in This important Debate, will be found in r 
JFP E ND1X, by which it appears that the Majority 
chii.fl , owing to the Scots Members, 31 out of 35, then i 
the Houfe, having voted for the Bill. 



• Cimmijfsaner tftht filhtaSfit ' 

■f ( 'uEwijJirotr of Train «t>£ FI«»u»mm, 
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"Jan. g. The Order of the Day being read for the going Anno j, gm,i 
into a Committee of the whole Houfe upon the Bill from 
the Lords, For firengthtning the Proteftant Inttrtjt, &c. the 
Lord Guernfey mov'd, * That ic be an Tnftruftion to the 
faid Committee, that they have Power to receive a Claufe, 
That any Perfon when he comes to take the Oath of Abju- 
ration and other Oaths, fubfequent to the receiving the Sa- 
crament, in order to his Qualification, (hall acknowledge 
that the Holy Scriptures or the Old and New Teftament 
were given by Divine Inspiration, and fhall acknowledge his 
firm Faith and Belief in the Ever-blelTed Trinity : But the 
previous Queftion being put, that the Queftion be now put 
upon the faid Motion, it pafs'd in the Negative, by 90 
Voices i feveral Members who voted againil the Bill, For 
ftrtngtheniirg the Proteftant Iutere/i, &c» having, notwith- 
Handing their Opposition to that Bill, voted alfo againft the 
Amendment propofed by Lord Guernfey ; as the Reader 
will find particularly diftinguifiVd in the abovememion'd 
Lift. Then the Houfe refolv'd itfelf into a grand Com- 
mittee upon the faid Bill, went through the fame, Mr. Hamp- 
den being Chairman, and refolved to pafs it without any 
Amendment, by a Majority of 22 1 Votes againft 1 70. Jtt BjU 

Jan. 1 o. The Bill, for firtngtbvimg the Pntefiant Intertf}, ^gthmu^ fa 
£tc. was read the 3d Time, pafs'd without any Amendment, ^£ ; "LVK!. 
and fent back to the Lords. 

February 1 1 . Upon a Motion made by Mr Snell, and *n ***nb pre 
feconded by Mr Shippen, it was refolv'd to prefent an Ad- fnr'an Accwmr «? 
drefs to his Majefty, That he would be pleaa'd to give Di- £$£££?££ 
re&ions to the proper Officers to lay before the Houfe an M *J' I,s > '"'?• 
Account of what Penfions, if any, have been granted by 
his Majefty to any Member of this Houfe during Pleafure, 
or for any Term of Years ; and alfo what Warrants for 



beneficial Grants have been directed to the Lords of the 
Trcafury fince the iochofMay, 1715. 

Ftk 12. Mr Controller acquainted the Houfe, Thai 
Majelly had given Directions to the proper Officers, to lay 
before the Houfe the Accounts defir'd by their Addrefs. 

March 10. The King went to the Houfe of Peer,, and 
the Commons attending, he was ptgaled to fay, That he 
had given Orders to the Lord Chancellor to declare to both. 
Houfes, in liia Name and W01 ser his Majelly 

thought of the greateft importance j v, the Lord 

:c«Uor read the following Speech : 

My Lords and Gentlemen. 
" 1 I* A V I N G receiv'd from our good Brother am 
" 11 the MofJ ian King, repeated Advice*, thai «££&?&. 

an Invafion will fnd&njy If attempted u\\. 

8 b 
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Hue y. c«.i. " my dominions, in Favour of the Pretender to my Crown, 
J^Sit " 1 nave j u ^S ^ '* convenient to make you acquainted with 
" it, and mail, on my Part, take ail the necefiary Meafures 
" to defeat the Defigns of our Enemies. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
" This Attempt, if it proceed, muft engage me in fome 
" farther Expences by Sea and Land than Provifion has been 
** made for. I muft therefore recommend it to you that I 
*' be enabled, in fuch Manner as you (hall judge convenient, 
** to make the neceflary Difpofitions for our Security ; and 
** you may depend upon it. that I Ihall upon this and all 
" Occafions have as much Regard to the Eafe of my Peo- 
** pie, as (hall be confident with their Safety. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 
■ The many Proofs I have had of the Affection and 
" Loyalty of this Parliament leave me no Room to doubt 
u of your fteady and vigorous Perfeverance, in Support of 
" my Perfon and Government upon this Occafion.'" 

Motion for m aj~ The Commons being return d to their Houfe, it was 
am* or tluIb, mov , d) , That m hunible Addrefs be prefented to his Ma- 
jefty, to return him the dutiful and unfeigned Thanks of 
this Houfe for having gracioufly communicated to his Par- 
liament, that he has receiv'd Intelligence of an Invafion in- 
tended from Spain againfb thefe Kingdoms ; and to affure 
his Majefty that this Houfe will fupport him with the ut- 
moft Vigour and Efforts to defeat fo extraordinary an At- 
tempt: And to defire that his Majefty would give the ne- 
ceffery Orders to ftrengthen and augment his Forces by Sea 
and Land, in fuch Manner as he, in his great Wifdom, 
Jhall think fit ; afiuring his Majefty that this Houfe will 
effeelually make good any Increafe of Expence that mall 
arife from fuch an Augmentation, and effectually enable his 
Majefty not only to difap point the Defigns of his Enemies, 
both at Home and Abroad, but by the Blerfing of God turn 
_ elate Oicrtwi. them to their own Confufion.' None of the Members did 
Mi w dircclly oppofe this Morion, only Mr W took this Op- 
portunity to find Fault with the Adminiftration ; particularly 
with RcfpeA to the fending a Fleet into the Mediterranean, 
whilft Great Britain was left naUcd, and expos'd to the In- 
fults of a provok'd Enemy Abroad. He alfo reflecled on 
fome Steps, whereby the Difcontents had been much en- 
creas'd at Home ; and, among other?, took notice of a 
Bill lately brought into the Houfe of Lords, [meaning an 
Ail for /titling the Peerage ef Great Britain] which could 
not fail making moil of the Scots Peers implacable Ene- 
mies.' He added, ' Thattho' he could rot forbear burning 
the Conduft of the Miniften. vn buxA PuuicAilan, yet lie 
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Mil retained the fame Thoughts with RefpeA to his Majefty, 
and would readily concur with the Houfe,, in giving him 
the molt hearty proofs of *heir Zeal and Affection for his 
Majefty 's Peribn and Government ; and even go fo far as to 
give his Vote for fufpending the Habeas Corpus Act, in 
Cafe of NecelEty ; but that, in his Opinion, it became the 
Wifdom of that Houfe., to know whether the Advices his 
Majefty had receiv'd of an intended Invafion, were well 
grounded^ before they either alarm'' d the Publick, or en- 
gag'd the Nation in necdlcfs Expences.' This Speech was 
aniwer'd by MrCraggs, who faid, * That as to what has been Mr Oajp, 
fuggeiled about the Peerage Bill, that Affair being yet de- 
pending in the other Houfe, it was unparliamentary to take 
Notice of it, before it came regularly before them : But 
that however, he would before-hand venture to fay, That 
as it was a moft gracious Condefcenfion in his Majefty, to 
fuffer a Branch of Iris Royal Prerogative to be reftrauVd, in 
order to fecure the Liberty of Parliaments, fo he doubted 
not, that when that Bill came down to them, it would be 
unanimoufly approv'd. That as to the Advices the King 
had communicated to his Parliament of the Invafion with 
which his Dominions were threatened, cho' it was unufual 
for the Sovereign to declare his Intelligence, yet his Majefty 
had been moft gracioufly pleas'd to tell them from whence 
he receiv'd his Information. That therefore it would be 
want of Refpecl, to queftion his Majefty "s Intelligence; and 
he was fure no Member of that Houfe had Authority to do 
it. That he hop'd there was no great Danger from the In- 
vafion with which they were threaten^ : but that it would 
be the higheft Piece of Imprudence not to take all the r.e- 
ceflary Precautions to repel any Intuits from the Spaniards, 
and to defeat all the Defigns of his Majefty's and the Na- 
tion's Enemies, both at Home and Abroad. And as to the 
Conduit of his Majefty's Minilters, on which that Member 

[Mr W ] was pleas'd to reflect, if a Motion were made 

for appointing a Day to inquire into the fame, he would 
readily fecond it. 1 After this, the Motion, for an Addrcfs The aww& «- 
to his Majefty pafs'd into an unanimous Refolution, and utfbif<°'eu« 
without lofing Time in drawing it up in Form, it was far- Ku> t- 
thcr refolv'd, That the faid Refolution be laid before his 
Majefty by the whole Houfe ; which being done according- 
ly the next Day, the King return'd this Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 
•* T Take this Addrefs as a frefh Inftance of that Duty and gMNg£j 
" X Affection which you have fo often exprefs'd for my A "^* er *""*"' 
m Perfon and Government. I truft in God it will enable 
" me to defeat the Defigns of our Eaenucs, v k 4 to \>to\-\oa 



Anno J. Geo, L 
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Mr Freeaian'i 
Mitiori for ttt" 
j cumin,- the Cill 
of (be Houfe. 



iftEnd 
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11 effectually for what is deareft to me, the Security and 
" Welfare of my People." 

April 14. Upon reading the Order of the Day for the 
Houfe to be call'd over, Mr Freeman made a Speech im- 
porting, ' That fome Weeks before, he thought it neceflary 
that the abfent Members fhould be fummon'd to attend 
the Service of the Houfe, in order to oppofe fome dan- 
gerous Alterations [meaning the Peerage Bill then depending 
in the Houfe of Lords] which were intended to be made ; 
and that he obferv'd, with a great deal of Satisfaction, 
that the Summons had not been ineffectual, fince there 
was fo great, and fo anufual an Appearance of Members ; 
which fhew'd that all true Patriots were refolv'd to exert 
their Zeal and Efforts in Defence of our excellent ConJti- 
tution : But that he hoped, that by this Time the Danger 
was pretty well over, and that the Contrivers of that 
Project began already to repent it ; that therefore he 
thought it unnecehary to give the Members the Trouble 
of calling over the Houfe ; and fmce they had difpatch'd 
all the public Ic Bnfinefs that lay before them, they had 
beft adjourn themfelvca to the 17th.' Accordingly the 
Call of the Houfe Was adjouru'd to that Day ; to which 
Time Iikewife the Houfe adjourn'd them (elves. 

April i8> The King came to the Houfe of Peers, and 
the Commons attending, his Majefty gave the Royal AfTent 
to feveral Bills ; after which the Lord Chancellor read his 
Majefty's Speech to both Houfes as follows, •vi-z. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" T Am now come to put an End to thisSefiion, in which 
" X you have (hewn many great and feafonable Proofs of 
«« your Duty and Affection to my Perfon and Government, 
*• and of your Care for the Safety and Welfare of youx 
" Fellow-Subjects. 

" By the Blefling of God on our Endeavours, we have 
" hitherto difappointed the ill Defigns of our Enemies, 
" who flatter' d themfelves with Succefs from our unhappy 
" Divifions. 

" We perceive by the rafh and wicked Counfels which 
" Jiuvc lately prevail'd in the Court of Spain, that the de- 
** fpcrate and extravagant Projects of one ambitious Man, 
" though not capable of giving Fears to their Neighbours, 
" m<±y ocenfion to them fome Expence and Trouble. 

" That Court being influenced by Counfels odious and 
" deltructive to the Spaniards, who find themfelves neglect- 
' ed and opprefs'd, after having endeavourM to foment 
1 CVnipiracies and Seditions botu. htr.t wAttv ¥iw\«, m\4 
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" iloop'd to Practices unufual, accompanied by Manifestoes, 
" of a Style unheard of among great Princes, has ac laJt 
" proceeded to acknowledge the Pretender, 

" As this News has given great Surprize to all Europe, I 
* r queftion not but it will be receiv'd by every good Briton 
" with Indignation and Contempt. 

" It is our Happinefs, at this Juncture, to find ourfelves 
" aflilfed by the greateft Powers of Europe, againft an Ene- 
" my that has no Allies, but thofe who would betray the 
" Governments under which they live and are protected. 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

" I thank you very heartily for the Supplies you have 
■ * granted me this Year. The Manner in which you have 
" mis'd them without any new Burden to my People, the 
*' great Addition you have made to the Fund for finking 
" the Debts of the Nation, the Difcharge of the Exchequer 
•* Bills, and the Provifion you have made to pay whatever 
tc remains juftly due to Foreign States and Princes, are the 
*' ftrongeit Proofs of your Wifdom, as well as of your 
" Zeal for my Service, and the Good of your Country. 
** You may obferve I have hitherto been very cautious of 
" making Ufe of the Power you have given me, to incrcafe 
" our Forces by Sea and Land. IF our Enemies mould 
" oblige me to a greater Expence, it mall be employ'd for 
*' your Service. This is what the TjuiI you repole in me 
" requires at my Hands, and what I owe to fo dutiful and 
" affectionate a Houfe of Commons. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

•* There being nothing more defirable at all Times than 
" a firm Union between Protcitants, I reflect with Satisfac- 
" rion upon the Law you have pafs'd this Seffion, which 
" will, I hope, prove effeilual to that Purpofe. As it is a 
•• fignal Inftance of Moderation and Indulgence in our 
" cllablim'd Church, fo I hope it will beget fuch a Return 
M of Gratitude from all diuenting Proteftants, as will great- 
M ly tend to her Honour and Security, both which I Ihall 
*' ever have near at Heart. 

" 1 have always look'd upon the Glory of a Sovereign 
" and the Liberty of the Subjeft as infeparable ; and I think 
• • ii is the peculiar HappmeJs of a Britifh King to reign over 
" a free People. As the Civil Rights therefore and Privi- 
" leges of all my Subjects, and efpecially of my two Houfes 
*• of Parliament, do juftly claim my moft tender Concern, 
" if any Proviiion iefign'd to perpetuate thefe Bleffings to 
'• your Pofterity remains imperfett, for want of Time, 
" during this Seilion, maturely to difcufs and fettle Matters 
•• uf lo great Importance, I piomife myfeif you v\ili take 
*' the £rA Opportunity to rci.Jcr my Wi&CS So: pw \\~^- 
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" pinefs compleat and efteetaal, and to flrengthen the Union, 
" which is of fo much Confequence to the Welfare of this 
" Kingdom. 

" If the Circumftances of my Affairs fliall allow of my 
" going Abroad this Summer, I fliall take the fame Care 
M of your Intercft as if I remain 'd here. The many Ne- 
*' gotiations which will be on Foot to reftorc the Peace of 
" the North, in which the Trade and Tranquility of this 
" Kingdom may be very much concern'd, will make my 
•* Prcfente there of great Ufe to thofe my Dominions: 
" And as in that Cafe I defign, by the Blcfling of God, to 
" meet you earJy next Winter, I will only recommend to 
*' you moft eamerUy, that, laying afide all Animofities, 
" you would, in your feveral Countries and Stations, ufe 
" your utmoft Endeavours to prefervc the publick Peace, 
" and fee a due Execution of the Law" 

Then the Lord Chancellor prorogu'd the Parliament to 
the 19th of May following ; and they were afterwards, by 
feveral Prorogations, farther prorogued to the 23d of No- 
vember. 

SPEECHES and D EBATES 

In the Fifth Session of the 
Firfl Parliament of King George L 

TH E King went to the Houfe of Peers on the 23d 
of November, with the ufual State, when the Lord 
Chancellor, by his Majefty's Command, read the 
following Speech to both Houfes i 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" '"■ "> H E Satisfaction, with which I always meet you, 
*' X > s ve| 7 much increas'd at this Time, when it has 
* pleas'd Almighty God fo to ftrcngthen the Arms of Great 
" Britain and our Confederates, and fo to profper our 
" feveral Negotiations, that, by his Blefling on our En- 
" deavours, we may promife our felves to reap very foon 
11 the Fruits of our Succcfi.es. I ant* perfuaded it will be 
*' accounted, by all ray good Subjects, a fufHcient Reward 
" for fomc extraordinary Expence, that all Europe, as well 
" as thefe Kingdoms, is upon the Point of being deliver'd 
*' from the Calamities of "Was \yj v\« IvSm&'ck.c o< ftnulh. 
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Arms and Counfels. One Proteilant Kingdom has alrea- An,I <" 8 
dy been reliev'd by our feafonable Intcrpofition j and s^^^/-^, 
fuch a Foundation is laid by our late Treaties for an 
Union amongft other great Proteilant Powers, as v 
very much tend to the Security of our Holy Religion. 
" I believe you cannot but be furpriz'd at the Continua- 
tion of a War, where our Enemies have nothing to 
hope, and fo much to fear. It is indeed difficult to 
frame any Judgment of thofe Counfels, which have 
broke out of late in fo many ram and ill-concerted Mea- 
sures : If they depend upon our Divifions at Home, I 
doubt not but in a very fhort Time, their Hopes, foun- 
ded upon this Expectation, will prove as vain and ill- 
grounded as any of their former Projects. 
" In congratulating with you on this happy Pollute of 
Affairs, I mull tell you, that as I have been very juft 
and faithful to my Engagements, fo I have met fuch 
frank and powerful Returns of Afllilance from my Allies, 
as will, I doubt not, ellablifh a lailing Friendfnip a- 
mong us. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
** You will fee, by the Accounts I have order'd to be 
delivered to you, how moderate a Ufe I have made of 
the Power entrufted with me to augment my Forces by 
Sea and Land. I depend upon the eminent Duty and 
Affection you have always (hewn to my Perfon and Go- 
vernment, that you will be vigorous in difpa telling the 
necelTary Supplies for the Year S To which Purpofe I 
have order'd the Eliimates to be laid before you. And, 
at the fame Time, I mufl defire you to turn your 
Thoughts to all proper Means for Ieffening the Debts of 
the Nation. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" You all mull be fenfrble of the many undeferVd and 
unnatural Troubles I have met with during the Courfe of 
my Reign. Our Divifions at Home have gone mag- 
nified Abroad, and by infpiring into fome foreign 
Powers a falfe Opinion of our Force, have encourag'd 
; them to treat us in a Manner which the Crown of Great 
Britain (hall never endure while I wear it. The Trouble 
and F.-cpence which this hath brought upon us have been 
the moft loudly complain'd of by thofe, who were the 
Occafion of them. But with your Afitftance I have hi- 
therto got through all thofe Difficulties, and by the Con- 
tinuance of your Help, I hope y&y foon to overcome 
them, fince the. Hand of God luth fe vifiblv been with 
01 in all our Undertaking? 



Anno S. Cro>. I. 
•71a. 



& 



Eail pr | 
mevrt tqf in Ad- 
arc!', ofi t>«n]c«. 

Delate rherton. 



| 20O J 

" If the Neceflities of my Government have fomerjmej 
" en g a £ e d y our Uuty and Affection to truft me with Pow- 
•* crs, of which you have always with good Reafon been 
" jealous, the whole World muit acknowledge they have 
** been fo ufed, as to juftify the Confidence you have re- 
*• pos'd in me. And as I can truly affirm, that no Prince 
« was ever more zealous to increafe his own Authority, than 
" I«m to perpetuate the Liberty of my People, I hops you 
" will think of all proper Methods to eftablifh and uranfmit 
" to your Poilerity the Freedom of our happy Conflitution, 
" and particularly to fecure that Part which is moil liable 
" to Abufe. lvalue my felf upon being the firfl who hath 
" given you an Opportunity of doing it ; and I mull re- 
" commend it to you, to cornpleat thofe Meafures which 
■* remained imperfed the lall Seflion. 

*< So far as human Prudence can foretell, the Unanimity 
" of this Seflion of Parliament mult eftablifh, with the 
" Peace of all Europe, the Glory and Trade of thefe 
rt Kingdoms on a Jailing Foundation. I think every Man 
' L may fee the End of our Labours. All I have to ask of 
" you, is, that you would agree to be a great and flourim- 
** ing People, fince it is the only Means by which I de- 
" lire to become a happy King." 

The Commons being returned to their Houfe, the Earl of 
Hertford mov'd for an Addrefs of Thanks. 

Tho" this Motion was carry'd without dividing, yet it 
did not pafs without Oppofition. Mr Shippen in particular 
faid, ' That no Man was more ready than him felf to con- 
cur in giving his Majefly unfeigned Aflurances of the 
and Affection of that Houfe to his Perfon and Government, 
in returning him Thanks for his Care and Endeavours to 
procure the Tranquility of Europe, and in congratulating 
hi? fafe Return amongft us ; but he could not forbear 
ferving that his Majefty's Speech contain'd many I J 
of different Mature, and of great Importance; and as he 
remembred that this Houfe had formerly been reflected on, 
rproving the Meafures of the Minitlry by the Lump, 
and without knowing what thofe Meafures were, he there 
was of Opinion, they ought to proceed with Caution 
in this Juncture, the rather, btcaufe Mention was m * 
his Majefty's Speech, of a Thing of the higheft O 

z. the altering fome Part of our Conftttution ; 

it was plain enough that thereby was meant the Bill of 

age ; but it was furprifing, that this Affair fhould be 

brought again upon the Stage, after it had mifcarry'd the 

" in the other Houfe, and thai tb< 

this Houfe had 
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with a Motion to congratulate his Majefty upon his fafe amo«, feo, ,- 

Return, and to give him Thanks ibr Part of his Speech, l>*"V"v^ 

and appoint a Day to take the reft into Consideration.' 

Mr Heme hereupon feconded MrShippen ; but Mr Hunger- Mr Heme. 

ford forefeeing, that if" the Houfe mould divide, a Negative &£&* 

was like to be put upon Mr Shippen's Motion, faid, • That 

Addreffes of this Nature were but euftomary Compliments ; 

but he hoped that in the Courfe of this SeUion they mould 

have Opportunities enough to inquire into the Grievances 

of the Nation, and the Conduct of the Miniftry ; that as 

to the Bill of Peerage in particular, fince the Court feem'd 

to have it at Heart, he doubted not but it would foon pafs 

the other Houfe, and be fent down to them, and then, and 

no fooner, he hoped to fee a great Divihon in that Houfe,' 

Hereupon Mr Shippec wav'd his Motion. 

Nov. 24. The Houfe prefented their Addrcfs to his Ma- 
jefty, as follows. 

May it pleafe your Majefty, 

* TT7£ your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal Subjects, Th* Common* a*. 

* W the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament af- flre1 ' * x *°** 

* fembled, do return our moft unfeigned Thanks to your 

* Majefty for your moft gracious Speech from the Throne, 
' and aflure your Majefty, that our Hearts are filPd with 

* unfpeakable Joy upon your fafe and happy Return to 

* thefe your Kingdoms, and with the moft juft and grateful 
' Seofc of your unwearied Labour? for our Welfare, and 

* the Security of the Proteflant Religion, 

* We heartily congratulate with your Majefty on the 
1 Succefs of your Britifh Arms, and return the Thanks of 
' this Houfe, in the moft dutiful Manner, for fuch Mea- 

* fures taken by the Influence of Britifh Counfeh, as afford 

* the neareft Profpcft of a general Peace Abroad, and ofen- 

* joying with Glory the Benefit of Trade and Tranquility. 

4 And we crave Leave to aflure your Majefty, that we 

■ will, on our Parts, by the Vigour of our Refolutions for 

* the Support of your Government, and by the Difpatch 

* which we will give to the neceflary Supplies, convince the 

* World, that if our Enemies have conceiv'd any Hopes 
1 from our Divifions at Home, this hath been the vaineft 

* of all their Projects. And we will enable your Majefty, 
1 in Concert with your Allies, effectually to fupport and 

* perfect thofe juft and equitable Mciturcs which have been 

■ taken to cftablifli a general Peace. 

* And we farther aflure your Majefty, That we will ap- 
' ply ourfelves to find out the beft Means for leflening the 
' Debts of the Nation, and fupporting the publick Cr 
4 and will concur in all proper Methods I 
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preferve the Freedom of our happy Conftitution, for 
which your facred Majefty has given (o many tender 
Proofs of your Care and Affection.' 

To which Addrcfc the Kingreturn'd the following Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 

THIS loyal Addrefs deferves my beft Thanks. It 
contains the moil dutiful and affe&ionate Expreflions 
to my Perfon and Government ; and you fh'all perceive 
my Senfe of them, by the Endeavours I will always ufe 
to procure your Welfare and Profperity." 

December t. Upon a Menage from the Lords, by the Lord 
Chief Juftice King, and die Lord Chief Baron Bury, that 
the Lords had pafs'd a Bill, in titled, Ah A3 for the Settling 
the Peerage of Great Britain^ to which they dchVd the Con- 
currence of the Commons, the faid Bill was read the firft 
Time, and a Motion being made that the faid Bill be read 
a fecond Time the Friday next enfuing, the fame was op- 
pos'd by a great many Members, who mov'd, That this 
important Affair might be put off to the 1 8th of this 
Month ; which laft Motion, after a long and warm Debate, 
was carrry'd by a Majority of 203 againft 158. 

Dec. 7. The engrafted Bill from the Lords, intitled, An 
A£i for the Settling the Peerage of Great Britain, was read a 
fecond Time, and a Motion being made by the Lord 
William Paulet *, Member for Winchefter, for committing 
the Bill, which was feconded by Sir Charles Hotham, the 
fame occafiort'd a warm Debate, which lafted eight Hours. 
The Members who fpoke for committing the Bill, were 
Lord William Paulet, Sir Charles Hotham, Col. Moreton-fv 
Knight of the Shire for Gloufefter, Mr Hampden, Mr 
Craggs, Mr Plummer, Mr Lechmere, Mr Aiflabie, Ser- 
jeant Pengelly, and Mr Hungerford ; Againft committing it. 
Sir Richard Steele, Mr Pitt, Sir Wilfrid Lawfon, Mr Ho- 
ratio Walpole, Mr Wykes, Sir John Packing-ton, Mr Me- 
thuen, Mr Heme, Mr Tuffnell, Mr Robert Walpole, and 
Mr John Smith. 

Sir Richard Steele fpoke firft againft committing ir, as 
follows, 

Mr Speaker, 

* I am againft the Bill, becaufe I fear it may change this 
free State into the worlt of all Tyrannies, that of an Ari- 

ftocracy 
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tocracy, 

fuch a Law as this would be : The whole Tenor of the Bill 
is very unfortunately put together, if any Thing, but an 
Addition of Power to the Peers, is intended by it. All 
Mankind mull allow, that the only plaufible Reafon for 
this Law, was what happen'd in the laft Reign, when 
twelve Peers were made in one Day * but the Preamble 
afligns no fuch Reafon, but fays, * That Sixteen Peers of 
* Scotland, by Reafon of many new Creations fince the Union, 
1 are notafuificient and proportionable Reprefentative of that 
' Nobility.' And therefore they fhall hereafter not be repre- 
fented at all : But, * A Thing much more fuitable to the Pee- 
1 rage ofScodand ought to be done for them 1 , to wit, * That 
' twenty- five of them fhould, at all Times hereafter, havd 
' Hereditary Seats in Parliament.' 

' I always imagln'd that no Man could judge what was 
fuitable to him but himfelf ; and that it could be no Man* 
ner of Comfort to one who has any Thing taken from him, 
that the Pofleffion of it is more fuitably plac'd in another. 
How is it fuitable to the Peerage of Scotland, that initead 
of having a Reprefentative of hxteen fitting by their Elec- 
tion, they are hereafter to be favour *d with having five and 
twenty there inftead of them, and not one there in their 
Behalf? It mufi be confefs'd, that the Peers of Scotland 
cannot complain of any Thing like being trick'd ; but their 
Potential Seats in Parliament are barr'd and taken from 
them, not by Collufion and Double-dealing, but by the 
moft unrefcrved and candid Ufurpation imaginable : But 
tho' this is done with fo much Eafe, and no Reafon given 
but that they who do it are pleas' d to fay it is raoft fuitable j 
it is to be prefum'd, that thofe, whofe Confent is necelliuy 
for the diverting innocent Men of their Liberty and Honour* 
will defire fome better Account of the Matter, before they 
deprive their Fellow-Subjects of their undoubted flights. 
1 cannot but, from a natural Detellation of Injuutce, fay, 
that it is the higheft Wrong done to the Indulgence men- 
tion 'd in the Preamble, to expect it will be granted in Fa- 
vour of any Men, in Wrong of any other j and I doubt 
not but this Houfe will alarm that Ecnignity from being 
imploy'd to the Deftru&ion ofitfelf. or Opprelfion of others. 
■ I hope the beft Man and bell Prince in the World, will 
be gracious, fo as to have it always in his Power to be 
gracious : I am fure he will never give his People any 
Reafon to complain, but of his too great Goodnefs : Happy 
the Sovereign and happy the People, when execflive Grace 
is all that can be fear'd of him f 

1 The Peers of Scotland have all 
the Aft nF Union, to be e/ecled and 
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Peers of Great Britain, in the Manner therein flipulated, 
and it would be but more cruel, not more unjult, to take 
from them their Lives and Fortunes, than this Honour and 
Privilege, which their Ancestors purchas'd by the frequent 
Hazard of theirs : The Terms of the Union are plain and 
abfolute i nor can any Privilege, Liberty, or Property 
ftcmM by it to the meanell Subjeft of either Nation, 
be violated or alter'd againA his Will, and no fatisfae- 
tory Reparation done him, without Infringement of the 
whole Aft, and leaving the Perfons, fo injur'd, at Liberty 
to avenge by Force what was done by it : For Protection 
and Obedience are reciprocal, and the withdrawing the 
one, difcharges the other. What then is the Condition of 
thele unhappy Men, who are to be diverted of their Rights 
and Privileges of Subjects, and yet, no doubt, to be deem'd 
Traitors, fhould they fly to any foreign Power, or Invader 
of that Nation, which has in the deareft and greateft Con- 
siderations, thofc of Honour and Diftinction, made them 
Foreigners ? The Terms of the Union cannot be revok'd 
without disuniting the Kingdoms; for when that is done 
they are no longer held together by the Law, but by Force ; 
and the Power which then keeps us together mufl be arbi- 
trary, not legal ; or if legal, not righteous : For a Law, not 
fupported by Juftice, is, in itfelf, null and void ; nor arc 
the Makers of it Legiflators, but Oppreflbrs, It appears, 
without any poffible Contradiction, that the Parliament of 
Great Britain cannot exclude the Peers of Scotland from the 
Benefit of the 23d Article in the Aft of Union without 
becoming an arbitrary Power, acting with an Indifference 
to Good and Evil, on rhe Foundation of Might only. 

' We are fafer under the Prerogative in the King, than 
we can be under an Aritlocracy. The Prerogative is a 
Power in the Sovereign, not exprefs'd or defcrib'd in the 
Laws, but to be exercis'd in the Prefervation of them by 
the Rule of the general Good : And if it could be prov'd, 
that the Bufinefs of the twelve Gentlemen [meaning the 
twelve Lords created by Igueen Anne in tie Time of the Earl of 
Oxford's Minijirf\ was purely done to fave the Nation, and 
that it was done for the Good of the Whole, the Statesman, 
who advis'd it, would deferve the Thanks of all Mankind, 
for expofing himfelf to the Mifreprefentation and Refent- 
ntent of future Parliaments, for the Good of his Fellow- 
Subjefts. 

' I will not pretend to doubt but thofe noble Perfonages 

have, under the Hands and Seals of all and every of their 

Electors, the Peers of Scotland, full Power and Authority 

for this Alteration, without which their Proceeding could 

not be /econciVd to common Hanowc -, Kwi \l tJmi^w^ 
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odd, who are to be ennobled by this Bill, are to be made Annoe. g«,j. 
up by prefent Members of the Houfe of Commons, fuch 
Members are to climb to Honour through Infamy. 

1 The Bill feems to me to be calculated for nothing but 
an Ariilocracy, and, indeed, has not fo much as the Ap- 
pearance of any Thing elfe ; for tho 1 a Man of Honour 
and confeious Integrity knows, that he is a Peer for the Sake 
of his Fellow-Subjects, and that this Right is veiled in him 
and his Family for the Sake of Society, not for himfclf and 
Succeflbrs only, yet is there no Part of Society confider'd 
in this Bill, but merely the Peers and Nobles. The Lords 
exercife a Power in the laft Refource ; and an Appeal lies 
to them from all the Courts of Weftminfler-Hall, for de- 
termining all the Property of Great Britain, and yet they 
are willing to have a Law, which mult neceflarily difable 
them from being a capable Court of Juftke for the future ; 
for the Bill even provides for their Insufficiency as to this 
Purpofe ; and there is a Claufe, which, inicead of looking 
out for Great and Knowing Men, is very careful to leave 
the Power in the King to give Titles, in Cafe of Extincti- 
ons, to Minors : Much of the fame Scamp is the Partiality 
of the Bill, that Females are excluded, from their future 
Right ; as if a Lady of good Seni'e were not as capable of 
bringing into the World a Man of Senle, as a Boy, under 
Age, is of becoming a Man of Juilice and Honour from 
the mere Recommendation of his Fortune ; for it is not to 
be doubted but that would be his bell Pretenfions ; but 
Lords have thought it more eligible to have in View the 
Providing rich Hufbands for their Daughters from among 
the Commons, than the leaving it to their female Heirs, to 
make Lords of the Dependents of meritorious Com- 
moners. 

• Thus the Ariilocraey is fet out by this Bill ; for all the 
Provifions and Limitations -of it regard only the Titles and 
Honours of the Peers, and prodigious Care is taken, that 
no one mould fuffer from poflible Contingencies and diftant 
Incidents among themfelves, but no Regard had to the 
known immediate prefent Rights of tliofe who da not fit in 
their Houfe, but have Title of Election into it : There is 
no Difficulty of deftroying thofe whom they know to have 
Titles, but they are prodigious tender of hurting thofe who 
may have Titles, of which they do not know: The Lords 
will be Judges, and give and admit to whom the)' pleafe in- 
cident Claims ; but Extinctions are to be fupply'd only by 
the King, and he might poflibly give them to Perfons they 
mould not lijce. The Reftraint of the Peers to a certain 
Number will make the molt Powerful of them have the M& 
uadcr thch Dittthon i and ail the Property difpoi'dbrfotc 
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them will be beftow'd, not by Judgment, but by Vote and 
Humour, or worfe. judges fo made by the blind Order of 
Birth will be capable of no other Way of Deeifion. 

' It is faid that Power attends Property ; but it is as true, 
that Power will command Property ; and, according to the 
Degeneracy of human Nature, the Lords may as well grow 
corrupt as other Men ; and if they mould do fo, how will 
this be amended, but by the Confent of thofe, who fhall 
become fo corrupt ? What mall we fay then ? Shall we ex- 
pofe ourfelves to probable Evils, with the Forefjght of im- 
pofhble Remedies again! t them ? 

* It is hardly to be read ferioufly, when the Bill in a 
grave Stile and fober Contradiction has thefe Words, viz. 

* The twenty five Peers on the Part of the Peerage of Scot- 

• land ; ' as if they who were made inllead of the Peers of 
Scotland, could, without a Banter, be calPd Peers on the 
Part of the Peerage of Scotland ; the true Defeription of 
them is, Peers made when the Peers of Scotland were no 
more to be Peers j for the Title reiting in their Families, 
without Hopes of Succeflion in the Peerage and Legislature^ 
is only a Bar againft any Participation of Power and Inter4P 
in their Country : It is putting them into the Condition of 
Papifls Convict, as to what ought to be moft dear to them, 
their Honour and Reputation. It is held by true Politi- 
cians a moil dangerous Thing to give the meaneir. of the 
People juil Caufe of Provocation ; much more to enrage 
Men of Spirit and Distinction, and that too with downright 
Injuries. 

* We may flatter ourfelves, that Property is always the 
Source of Power ; but Property, like all other Poflefllons, 
has its Effects according to the Talents and Abilities of the 
Owner; and as it is allow 'd, that Courage and Learning 
are very common Qualities in that Nation, it feems not 
very advifeable to provoke the greatest, and, for ought we 
can tell, the bell Men among thein. Thus we are barr'd 
from making this Law by prudential Reafons, as well as 
from the inviolable Rule of Jullice and common Right, 
with Relation to the Scots Peers. 

' If we confider the Matter with Regard to the King's 
Prerogative, this Law will diminish it to an irreparable De- 
gree ; and it is a ilrange Time to take away Power, when 
it is in the PoSfeSIion of a Prince, who ufes it with fo much 
Moderation, that he is willing to refign it : But we are to 
confider the Prerogative as Part of the Eitate of the Crown, 
and not confent to the taking it out of the Crown, till we 
fee juil Occaiion for it. His Majeilv's Indulgence makes it 
Safe in his Royal Rteuit ; and we know of nothing, any 
other of the Family has d^e* \n alv« \\ *« te« <rt **sm. 
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1 The Prerogative can do no hurt, when Minifters do 
their Duty ; but a fettled Number of Peers may abufe their 
Power, when no Man is anfwerable for them, or can call 
them to an Account for their Incroachmwits. It is laid, 
and truely too, that the Manner of their Power will be the 
lame as now ; but then the Application of it may be alter'd, 
when they are an unchangeable Body t Scheme* of Gran- 
deur and Oppreflion can be form'd to invade the Property, 
as well as Liberty, of their Fellow-Subjects ; which would, 
according to the prefent Eftablilhment, be vain to under- 
take, when they are fubje£l to an Alteration before their 
Project could be ripen'd into Practice and Ufurpation. 

■ As for any fudden and furprizing Way of Creation, 
That lies before thAegiflature for Cenfure j and the great 
Diminution which' all Creations bring upon the King's Au- 
thority, is a fufficient Defence againft the abufive Imploy- 
jnent of that Authority this Way ■ For when the King 
makes Peers, he makes perpetual Opponents of his Will 
and Power, if they fhall think fit ; which one Confideration 
cannot but render frequent Creations terrible to the Crown. 
This Constitution has fubfifted in fpite of Convulftons and 
Factions, without reftraining or reprelfing the Extent of the 
Legiflative Powers ; nor is it poflible for any Man, or Af- 
fembly of Men, to circumfcribe their diftinct Authorities : 
No, they are to be left eternally at large j and the Safety 
of each Part, and the Good of the Whole, are to be the 
Rules of their Conduct: And as 'tis impoffible to forefee all 
the Circumftances which mult arife before them, there is no 
iafe Way but leaving them at large, as vigilant Checks 
upon each other, unconfia'd, but by Reafon and Juilice. 

' If there was any Outrage committed in the Cafe of the 
twelve Gentlemen, the Peers mould have then withltood 
the receiving of them, or done what they thought fit at 
another Seaibn for their Satisfaction ; and not, when it is 
too late, inftead of aflertlng their Liberties, mediate their 
future Security in unreafonable Conceflions from the Crown, 
and Difcouragements upon the Merits of the Commons : 
And can the Gentlemen in prefent Power reafonably think, 
that the Consummation of the Englifh Glory and Merit, 
is to clofe and reft in their Perfons ? 

1 After the Bill has fuflkiently provided for the Arifto- 
cracy over thefe Dominions, it goes into a kind of OEcono- 
my and Order among themfelves, which relates to their 
ity and not to their Peerage. We plain Men and 
Commoners will not difpute about any Thing which we 
know to be merely trifling and ornamental ; and if they will 
be fatisfy'd with a Power in them as Peers, they fhall be 
Pukes, Marciceffev Saris, or whatever c&tr VJqica xYvpj 
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pleafe, without our Envy or Oppofition : But when we come 
(erioufly to confider what we are going to do, we muft take 
the Liberty to be very jealous at the lart Time that it may 
be in our Power to make a Stand for oarfelres and Poilerity j 
and Noblemen cannot blame Commoners, who are as Jhy 
in bellowing, as they are importunate in urging, the Grant 
of fucb a Power in themfelves, which can be of no Ufe or 
Advantage but to themfelves : At the fame Time one can- 
not refill obferving to them, that, with Refpefi: to the Pre- 
rogative, the Peerage of Scotland, and the Rights of the 
whole Body of the People of Great Britain, they cannot be 
more exorbitant in the Ufe of this Bill, mould it become a 
Law, than in the Circumftances under which they fend it co 
us for our Concurrence j and it is not T-hirll of Power, but 
Moderation in the Demands made of it, which can recom- 
mend Men to farther Truft ; and I cannot but apprehend 
that what is founded on Ufurpation, will be exerted in 
Tyranny. 

' It is to be hoped, that this unreafonable Bill will be en- 
tirely rejected, fince none can pretend to amend what is in 
its very Nature incorrigible ; for it would be in vain to at- 
tempt a good Superstructure, upon a Foundation which de- 
fences nothing but Indignation and Contempt. 

* It is a melancholy Conlidcration, that under thePreffure 
of Debts, the Neceflities of a War, the Perplexities of Trade, 
and the Calamities of the Poor, the Legillature mould thus 
be taken up and employ 1 d in Schemes for the Advancement 
of the Power, Pride, and Luxury, of the Rich and Noble. 
'Tis true, this Affair ought to be treated in a moil folemn 
Manner, by Reafon of die awful Authority from whence it 
comes ; but we muil not, on fuch Occafions, be opprefs'd by 
outward Things, but look to the Bottom of the Matter be- 
fore u? , diverted of every Thing that can divert us from 
feeing the true Reafon of what panes, and the Pretenfions to 
what is aut'd. 

* If this Bill is requir'd for preventing the Creation of oc- 
cafional Peers, why, at the fame Time, are five and twt 
Scots, and eight Englifh, to be now made? I*, not this the 
tame Thing, as to fay, If you will let us make fo many this 
one Time, under the Sanction of a Law, we will make no 
more, for we (hall have no Occafion for any more ? The 
latter End of thii Bill feerns to have fome Compafhon towards 
the Prerogative, and en.i&s fomething gracious toward? the 
Dependents of the Sovereign, before the Commence mrnt ot 
the Ariftocracy, viz ^DjCnjfDCD all)\MI*0 tlfUlTtllflfftf. 
' Tiir.t nothing in this Acl contain *d> fti&ll be taken or 

• rtrud 10 lay any Rertraint upon the King'? Maj 
' Jlc: '-'-.. t.c.iu : or priun 



rrtj. 



( to? ) 

d Seat in Parliament, to any higher 
■ Rank or Degree of Dignity or Nobility ; nor from creat- 
1 ing or making any of the Princes of the Blood Peers of 

* Great Britain, or Lords of Parliament j and fuch Princes 

* of the Blood, fo created, lhall not be cilcem'd to be any 

* Part of the Number ; to which the Peers of Great Britain 

* are by this Act rcftrainU' This is the Grace and Favour* 
which, as foon as all their own Pofterity, and Accidents that 
could befall them, are provided for, is moil bounteouily be- 
llow *d on the Children of the Royal Family : As this Good- 
nefs is conferr'd on thofe of it, who are not yet intitled t» 
that Honour, it is to be prefum'd, that nothing veiled in 
others of them will be affaulted ; but that whatever becomes 
of this Bill, their prefent Eftates, their then remaining 
Ettates, will be Hill inviolable. 

• Since there is fo full a Houfe at this Debate, I doubt not 
but it will infallibly end according to Juftice ; for I can 
never think the Liberty of Great Britain in Danger at fuch 
a Meeting ; but for my Part, I am againft committing of 
this Bill, becaufe 1 think it would be committing of Sin.' 

Mr Pitt, Member for Old Sarum, fpoke next againft the arr Piic 
Projectors of this Bill, whom he tax'd with mean Obfe- 
quioufnefs to Foreigners, and with Defigns againft the Li- 
berties of their Countrymen.' Sir Wilfrid Law fon, Mem- sirWltoil 
ber for Borough-Bridge, and Mr Horatio Walpole, who mi m. waip«i«. 
fpoke on the fame Side, were anfwer'd by Colonel Moreton. Co1 Mt "*»- 
Sir John Packington, Knight of the Shire for Worcefter, sif j.>h n r»cie- 
fpoke next as follows. "V**- 

Mr Speaker, 

c We have all the Reafon in the World to acknowledge the 
good Intentions his Majefly has been pleas'd to exprefs in his 
Speech for the Good of his Subjects and the Liberty of our 
Constitution i but, in my Opinion, his Majefty is not rightly 
inform'd of the Manner of making his Subjects feel the Effects 
of thofe gracious Intentions ; and in particular, the Bill now 
before us is a very improper Return to all the Demonilra- 
tions of Duty, Zeal, and Affection, which his faithful 
Commons have given fince his Majelly's happy Acceffion to 
the Throne. When the King and his MiniAers thought fit 
to enter into a ftrict Alliance with France, and thereby give 
that ancient and aim oft irreconcilable Enemy of England, 
an Opportunity to retrieve the extreme low and defperate 
Condition of their Affairs, the Commons did not oppote 
thofe Meafurcs. When his Majefty judg'd it neceflary, 
either far the Good of his Subject?, or to fecure fome Ac- 
quintiont in Germany, to declare War againft Svveden, and 
1 ilrong Squadrons into the Baltkk, his faithful Com- 
mons readily provided for thofe great Expe,iic*s, WV\en i£- 

*v£- /, Jj d vtr^atte 
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terwards it was thought proper to deprive his Majefty's Sub- 
jects of the beneficial Trade to Spam, .by declaring War 
againft that Crown, and fending a Fleet into the Mediter- 
ranean to ferve as Ferry-Boats for the Emperor's Troops, 
the good-natur'd Commons approv'd thole wife Counfels : 
After all thefe and feveral other Instances of Obfe- 
quioufnels and Complaifance, which this Houfe has fhewn 
for the M milters, it is Matter of Wonder we mould, at lait, 
be no better rewarded, than by a Bill, vifibly calcalated to 
exclude the Commons from Titles of Honour, and to raiic 
ihr Dignity and Power of the Peers. It feems to have been 
the principal Defign of the Miniftry, fmce the Beginning 
of this Reign in particular, to give one Family the abfo- 
lute Difpofal of all Honours and Favours. For my own 
Parr, I never defire to be a Lord, but I have a Son, who 
may one Day have that Ambition ; and I hope to leave 
him a better Claim to it, than a certain great Man [meaning 
Gtneral Stanhope] had, when he was made a Peer. It is in- 
deed an extraordinary and unexampled Condefcenfion in his 
Majeily, to part with fo valuable a Branch of his Royal 
Prerogative, as is the bellowing Marks of Honour and Di- 
tfindlion on fuch as have deferv'd them, by their eminent 
Virtues and Services to their King and Country : However, 
confidering what Equivalent is given by this Bill to his Ma- 
jeity, no Body will wonder at this ConcclEon. if it reach'd 
no farther than his Majeily ; but I hope this Houfe will ne- 
ver concur in depriving of fo bright a Jewel of the Crown, 
the Prince, who, in his proper Turn, is to wear it ; and 
who is fo worthy of it by all the Royal Virtues that mine 
in his Perfon ; and which, during his Regency, have gain'd 
him the Hearts and Affections of all true Englishmen. And 
if feme Perfons have, thro' their Indifcretion, occalion'd 
an unhappy Difference, I am apprehenfjve, chat if this BUI, 
fo prejudicial to the Rights of the preemptive Heir, mould 
pafs into a Law, it may render that Divifion irreconcilable ; 
and therefore I am againlt the committing this Bill.' 

Mr Hampden anfwered one of the moft material Objections 
againll the Bill, viz. ' That it would give the Peerage an 
* ariltocratical Authority ; ' and endeavoured to fliew on the 
contrary, ' That the Limiting the Number of the Peers 
would rather dimiriiPi than incrcafe their Power and Intereft, 
fmce thefe were mainly owing to the eonftant Addition of 
Riches which the Peerage receives by the ennobling of 
wealthy Commoners.' Mr Craggs (poke on the fame Side, 
and urg'd, * That his Majeily, fmce his AccelEon to 
the Throne, had had no other View than to procure the 
Good and Happinefs of his Subjects, and to fecure their 
Rights and Liberties. That haw»^> vTv^^^&WvCdorji, 
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con&det'd the Abufe that was made, in the laft Reign, of am«&.g».i. 
that Branch of the Prerogative, relating to the Creating of 
Peers, which Abufe had brought the Liberties of Great 
Britain, and of all Europe, into imminent Danger » his 
Majefty, through a Condefcenfion worthy of a Prince truly 
magnanimous, had gracioufly been pkas'd to confent, that 
fuch Bounds be fet to that Part of the Prerogative, as may 
prevent any exorbitant and dangerous Exercife of it for the 
Time to come : That it was only in the Reigns of good 
Princes, that Legiflators had Opportunities to remedy and 
amend the Defects to which all human Inftitutions are fub- 
jeft ; and that, if the prefent Occaiion of rectifying that ap- 
parent Flaw in our Conilitucion were loft, it might, per- 
haps, never be retriev'd.' Mr Methuen anfwer'd Mr MrWtttaan. 
Craggs, and fhew'd the Danger of making Alterations in 
the Fundamental Laws and Ancient Conftiturion ; * Urging 
the Comparifun of a Building, in which the Removing one 
Jingle Stone from the Foundation, may endanger the whole 
Edifice.* Mr, Heme fpoke on the fame Side ; after which Mr Heme. 
Mr. Lechmere own'd, * That he did not like this Bill, as Mr Lcthmerc. 
it was fent down to them, yet he did not doubt but it 
might be made a good one, provided the Lords would give 
the Commons an Equivalent, and fuffer them to mare feve- 
ral Privileges and Advantages, which their Lordmips enjoy. 
Therefore he infilled on the committing of the Bill, that 
they might make Amendments to it ; and as to the Objec- 
tion, that it was dangerous to make any Innovations in the 
Conftitution, he alledg'd feveral Inftances, particularly, the 
Aft for limiting the Succeflion, and the Aft of Union, 
which, indeed, had alter'd, but, on the other Hand, had ra- 
ther improv'd and ftrengthen'd, than prejudie'd the original 
Conftitution. 1 Mr Robert Wal pole fpoke next, andendea- Mr n. Wiipo.'*. 
vour'd to confute all that had been offer'd in Favour of the Bill- 
He took Notice, * That among the Romans, the wifeft 
People upon Earth, the Temple of Fame was placM be- 
hind the Temple of Virtue, to denote that there was no 
coming to the former, without going through the other: 
But that if this Bill pafs'd into a Law, one of the moil 
powerful Incentives to Virtue would be taken away, fince 
there would be no coming to Honour, but through the 
Winding Sheet of an old decrepit lord, and the Grave of 
an cxtincl noble Family. That it wu Matter of juft Sur- 
prize, that a Bill of this Nature Ihould either have been 
prujccled, or at leaft promoted, by a Gentleman who not 
long ago fate amongfl them ; [meaning Lord Stanlxtpt] and 
who having got into the Houfe of Peers, would iumu <h ;t 
up the Door after him. That this Bill would not onl 
a DifcDux^ment, 10 Virtue and Merit, but i\fo cxdan^t 
DJ 2 tavK 
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our excellent Confutation . For as there wa> a due Ballance 
between the three Branches of the Legislature, if any more 
Weight were thrown into any one of thole Branches, it 
would deftroy that Ballance, and confequently Subvert the 
whole Conftitution. That the Peers were already poflef&'d 
of many valuable Privileges, and to give them more 
Power and Authority, by limiting their Number, would, 
in Time, bring back the Commons into the State of the 
fervile Dependency they were in, when they wore the Bad- 
ges of the Lords. That he could not but wonder, that the 
Lords would fend fuch a Bill to the Commons ; for how 
could they expect that the Commons would give their Con* 
currenee to fo injurious a Law, by which they and their 
Polcericies are to be excluded from the Peerage ? And how 
would the Lords receive a Bill by which it mould be en- 
acted, Thai a Baron mould not be made a Vifcount, nor a 
Vifcount be made an Earl, and fo on ? That befides all 
this, that Part of the Bill which related to the Peerage of 
Scotland, would be a manifeit Violation of the Act of Union, 
on the Part of England, and a difhonourable Breach of 
Truft in thofe who reprefented the Scots Nobility. That 
fuch an Infringement of the Union, would endanger the en- 
tire DifTolution of it, by difgufling fo great a Number of 
the Scots Peers as mould be excluded from Sitting in the 
Britiih Parliament. For as it was well known, chat the 
Revolution-Settlement flood upon the Principle of a 
mutual Compact, if we mould firft break the Articles of 
Union, it would be natural for the Scots to think them- 
felves thereby freed from all Allegiance. And as for what 
had been fuggefted, * That the Election of the fixteen Scots 
' Peers was no Ms expenfive to the Crown, than injurious 

* to the Peerage of Scotland,' it might be anfwer'd, That the 
making twenty five Hereditary fitting Scots Peers would ftill 
encreaie the Difcontents of the electing Peers, who thereby 
would be cut off of a valuable Consideration for not being 
chofen.' Mr Aiflabie flood up next, and anfwer'd a mate- 
rial Objection that had been rais'd again ft the Bill, viz. 
' That it was dangerous to make any Innovations in the 

* Conftitution ; T and made ic appear, that feveral Alterations 
had been made in the original Conftitution by Magna 
Cbarta, the Habeas Cerput Act, and feveral other Laws 
made for the Benefit of the Subject ; and upon the whole 
was for committing the Bill. He was backd by Ser- 
jeant Pengelly, but they were oppos'd by Mr Smith, who 
urg'd, ' That the Foundation of this Bill being wrong and 
faulty, there was no Room for Amendments, and therefore 

rfofl he was againfl committing it.' Mr Hungerford. who 
brought up the Etaajr, ma fat t,omm»| \b& Hill* bill 
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about Eight in the Evening, the Queftion being pat upon 
the Lord William Pauleys Motion, the fame was carry'd 
in the Negative, by a Majority of 269 Voices againft 177. 
After this it was mov'd and refolv'd, by about the fame 
Majority, that the Bill be rejected. 

The Reader will find a Lift of the Members, who voted 
for and againft this remarkable Bill, in the JPF E ND IX. 

yanuary ffl< The Commons in a grand Committee, took 
into Confederation that Part of his Majeity's Speech at the 
Opening of this Seffion, which relates to the public!; Debts, 
and read the Account of thofe Debts, as they ftood at the 
Exchequer at Michaelmas 17191 as alfo a Propoial of the 
South-Sea Company, towards the Redemption and Sinking 
of the faid Debts. But as this Propofal came mart of what 
was expected, and the Friends of the Bank of England 
having reprcfented, in Behalf of this lad Corporation, the 
great and eminent Services they had done to the Govern- 
ment, in the moft difficult Times, and which deferv'd at 
Jcaft, that if any Advantage was to be made by any pub- 
lick Bargains, they Ihould be preferr'd before a Company 
that had never done any thing for the Nation, the Confide- 
ration of that important Affair was put off till the 27th- 

Jan. 27. The Commons in a Grand Committee confj- 
der'd farther of the publick Debts ; and the Bank of Eng- 
land having laid their Proposition before the Committee, 
whereby it appear 'd, that they offer' d about two Millions 
Sterling more to the Government, in lefs Time than the 
South-Sea Company ; it was thought fit to give the laid 
Company fome Time to confider farther on that Matter ; 
which was thereupon put off* till the firft of February. 

February I. The Commons, in a Committee of the whole 
Houfe, refum'd the Confederation of that Part of the King's 
Speech which relates to the publick Debts, as alfo the fecond 
Schemes, or Propofals, both of the South- Sea Company and 
of the Bank of England. 

Thefc two different Schemes occafion'd a Debate, in 
which Mr Robert Walpole was the chief Perfon who ftood 
up for the Bank > but Mr Aiflabie made it appear that the 
Propofals of the South-Sea Company were more advantage- 
ous to the Publick ; and it was at laft refolv'd, That the 
Propofal* made by the South-Sea Company be accepted. 
This Refutation being the next Day reported, was agreed to 
by the Houfe, and a Bill thereupon order'd. 

March 4. An engrofsM Bill from the Lords, intitled, Ait 

jfft fir the better ft curing the Dependency of the Kingdom of 

if eland upon the Cro-iun of Great Britain, was read a tecond 

B ; and a Motion being made for committing it to a 

CurmtiHCce vi tiic whuiv llouh; it owiuwvd, a Debate. 
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Mr Pitt firft fpoke againit the Bill, laying, * Tt feem*d ca 
culated for no other Purpofe than to increafe the Power o 
the Britifh Houfe of Peers, which* in his Opinion, was al- 
ready but too great. He was feconded by Mr Walter Plum- 
mer, who excepted againft the Preamble of the BUI, as in- 
coherent with the enaSing Part, which was partly own'd by 
Sir Jofeph Jekyll, who, in the main, fpoke for the Bill. 
Mr Hungerford, on the contrary Side, endeavour d to mew, 
That Ireland was ever independent, with Refpeft to Courts 
of Judicature : And he was fupported by the Lord Molef- 
worth, the Lord Tyrconnel, and feme other Members : 
But Mr Philip Yorke *, having back'd Sir Jofeph Jekyll ; 
and the Queftion being put upon the Mo'tion, it was carry 'd 
in the Affirmative, by 140 againft. 83, and fo the Bill was 
committed to a Committee of the whole Houfe. 

March 26- It was refolv'd, that the Bill. For tit better 
ft curing the Dependency of Ireland do pais. 

April 2. An engrofs'd Bill, For enabling the South-Sea 
Company to increafe their pre/ent Capital Stock, Ice. was read 
the 3d Time, and fome Amendments having been made 
thereto by the Houfe, the Queftion was put, that the faid 
Bill do pais, which, after a Debate, was carry M in the Af- 
firmative, by ijz againft 55, and the faid BUI was fent up 
to the Lords for their Concurrence. 

Mm 4. Mr Aiflabie f, prefented to the Houfe the follow- 
ing Meflage from the King. 

GEORGE R. 

HI S Majefly having receiv'd feveral Petitions from 
great Numbers of the moll eminent Merchants- of 
" the City of London, humbly praying, that he would be gra- 
* f cioully pleas'd to grant them his Letters Patents for ereft- 
*' ing Corporations to infure Ships and Merchandize ; and 
" the faid Merchants having orfer'd to advance and pay a 
" confiderable Sura of Money for his Majeity's Ufe, in 
M Cafe they may obtain letters Patents accordingly : His 
" Majefty being of Opinion, that creeling two fuch Corpo- 
41 Tations, exclusive only of all other Corporations and So- 
" deties for infuring of Ships and Merchandize, under pro- 
" per Reftrictions and Regulations,, may be of great Ad- 
" vantage and Security to the Trade and Commerce of the 
1 Kingdom, is willing and defirous to be ftrengthen'd. by 
** the Advice and Affillance of this Houfe, in Matters of 
" this Nature and Importance : He therefore hopes for their 
•' ready Concurrence to fecure and confirm the Privileges 

" hi* 
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** his Majefty fliall grant to fuch. Corporations, and to en- 
** able him to difcharge the Debts of his Civil Government, 
" without burdening his People with any new Aid or 
'« Supply." 

Hereupon a Bill was order'd to be brought in, to enable 
his Majefty to grant Letters of Incorporation to the Ufes 
and Purpofes mentioned in his Majefty's Me Rage. ' 

May 6. A Motion was made by Sir William Wynd- 
ham, that an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Ma- 
jefty, that he would be gracioufly pleased to direct an Ac- 
count to be laid before the Houfe, of the Debts which 
were owing to the feveral Heads of Expence for his Ma- 
jefty's Civil Government, at Lady-Day laft, and alfo an 
Account of the Arrears of the Civil Lift Funds to pay 
the fame ; but the Queftion being put upon the faid Mo- 
tion, it pafs'd in the Negative. On the other Hand, Mr 
Henry Pelham made a Motion for an Addrefs to return his 
Majefty the Thanks of this Houfe, for his gracious Con- 
defcenhon, in deftring the Advice of this Houfe upon a 
Matter of fuch Importance, as the Infurance of Ships and 
Merchandize, and to acknowledge his Majefty's Goodnefs, 
in applying the Advantages arifing to him" from fuch Pro- 
pofals, to the Ufe of his Civil Government, for the Support 
of the Honour and Dignity of the Crown, without burden- 
ing his People with any new Aid or Supply s and to allure 
his Majefty, That this Houfe would moll readily concur to 
make his Majefty's moft gracious Intentions cfreftual, for 
the Eafe, Security, and Welfare of his trading Subjects.* 
Mr Pelham being feconded by Mr Robert Wajpole, it was 
refolv'd to prefent the faid Addrefs, and a Committee was 
appointed to draw it up ; It was likewife mov'd and carried 
to addrefs his Majefty, I. For an Account of the Dif- 
pofition of the 250,000!. granted in the 3d Year of his 
Majefty's Reign, for enabling his Majefty to concert fuch 
Meafures with foreign Princes and States, as might prevent 
any Charge or Apprehensions from the Defigns of Sweden 
for the future. [Stt p. 125-] IL For an Account of 
I Penfions have been granted, and what Warrants for 
beneficial G-rants'have been iflu'd by the lords CommifliO' 
ncrs of the Treafury, hnce the 10th Day of May 1719, to 
any Member of this Houfe. 

May 7. Mr Bofcawen acquainted the Houfe, that the 
Xing had given Directions, pursuant to the Defires of mt 
Houfe, exprefs'd in thofe two Addrefles ; and, in the After- 
noon, the Commons, in a Bodv, waited on his Majefty 
with theix Addrefs ei Thanks for hio Majefty's Meuag.c, v> 
- 
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AnDC ,%^ eo ' *' Moft: Gracious Sovereign, 

S^"v""*»^ ' \X7& y 0ur Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal Subjects, 
ThcCommoniAii- * \y the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament af- 
ro? ihc KiHg-sMei. * fembled, return your Majefty our humble Thanks, for 
fijejjttoing «► , communicating t this Houfe the Application made to 
sup, &c. « your Majefty for obtaining the Charters for infuring of 

* Ships and Merchandizes. Your Majefty's being gracioufly 

* pleas'd not to take any Steps, in a Matter of fucJi Impor- 

* tance to the Trade and Commerce of the Kingdom, 
without the Advice and Concurrence of your Parliament, 
is an Inftance of fo much Condefcenfion, as delerves the 
higheft Returns of Duty and Thankfulnefs. 

* We acknowledge your Majefty's Goodnefs, in applying 
to the life of the Civil Government the Advantages 
artfing to your Majefty from fuch Propofals. It is a great 
Satisfa&ion to your Commons, to fee the Honour and Dig- 
nicy of the Crown fupported under the Difficulties, which 
the Neceflity of your Majefty's Affairs may have occa- 
fion'd, without laying the Burden of any new Aid of 
Supply upon your People. 

' And we beg Leave to allure your Majefty, that this 
Houfe is refolv'd to render effectual your Majefty's gra- 
cious Intentions for the Eafe, Security, and Welfare of 
your trading SubjecTs.' 

To this Addrefs the King return'd the following Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 

Bit Majefty ■» " IF Receive this Addrefs as a particular Mark of your 
AWw«. « J[ Affeftion to me. It is a new Proof to me and all the 

" World, how much I can always depend upon it. I thank 

" you for it in a particular Manner." 

June ii. The King came to the Houfe of Peers, and 
gave the Royal Aflent to feveral Bills j after which his Ma- 
jefty made the following Speech. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
KinEvspecrhat x "w £ m now come to put an End to this Seflion, which, tho* 

conrludinz the ..,."% r «- r ■ i n i 

KB StiTiwi. tf ±, u hath advanc d fo far into the Summer, cannot be 
" thought a tedious one, when we confider how much Bu- 
" finefs hath been done, and the great Advantages that 
** may be ex peeled from it. 

" Your feafonable Vigour and Perfeverance to fupport 

" me in the Meafurcs I have taken with my Allies, for re- 

" J oring the Tranquility of Europe, have produe'd moil of 

M the Effects I could defire. Much the greatcft Part of 

** Chriftendora b already btt&hwa ^M^abaA&ta of War, 
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/ what hath happened both Abroad and at Home, ' 
** my People muft be convinc d, that their Welfare is in- 
*' feparable from the Strength and Security of my Govern- 
'* ment. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

** I return you my Thanks for the Supplies you have 
** rais'd for the Service of the current Year ; and it is 3 
** particular Satisfaction to me, that a Method has been 
" found out for making good the Deficiencies of my Civil 
" Lilt, without laying any new Burden upon my Subjects. 
" The good Foundation you have prepard this Seflion for 
" the Payment of the National Debts, and the Difcharge 
" of a great Part o^them, without the lealt Violation of 
" the publiclc Faith, will, I hope, ftrengthen more and 
" more the Union I defire to fee among all my Subjects, 
" and make our Friendlhip yet more valuable to all Foreign 
«* Powers. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" You will fee the good Effe&s which our Steadi clefs 
" hath produe'd ; there remains but little, on our Part, to 
M fatisfy the World, that more Credit, Security, and Great- 
u nefs, is to be acquir'd by following the Views of Peace* 
" and adhering ftri£tiy to juft Engagements, than by dc- 
u pending on the Advantages of War, or by purfuing the 
** Meafures of Ambition. To compleat what remains un- 
*• finifiVd, I propofe very fpeedily to vifit my Dominions 
" in Germany, hoping to put an End to thofe Troubles in 
■* the North, which are now redue'd to a very narrow 
*' Compafc. I flatter my felf, that my Prefence this Sum- 
" mer in thofe Parts will prove ufeful to our poor Prote- 
** ftant Brethren, for whom you have exprefs'd fuch fea- 
*' fonable and charitable Sentiments. 

" I doubt not but to meet you again next Winter, dif 
" pos'd to put a finifhing Hand to all thofe good Works 
" which, by your AJTinance, I have brought fo near to 
44 Perfection. I could wifli that all my Subjects, con- 
" vine'd by Time and Experience, would lay afidc thofe 
** Partialities and Animofities which prevent them from 
" living quietly, and enjoying the Happinefs of a mild 
** legal Government : It is what I chufe to recommend at 
" this Time, when I am fentible, that all Oppofuion to it 
• ' is become vain and ufelcfs, and can only end unfortu- 
41 nately for thofe who mall llill perfift in llruggling agamft 
** it. I am perfuaded that, during ray Abfence, every one 
•' of you will take particular Care to prefcrve the Peace in 
•* your feveral Countries, and that I lhall find you, at my 
* Return, in fuch a State of Tranquility, as will Blew 
••Mankind how Armty my Government is tfai\$iAf&^ 

V*. L £ e *A\*^ 
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Ar, %V' " ' " wi,icn 1 cnien y <W«*i becaufe I diink the Security am 
" Prefervation of my People, and of this happy Conftitu- 
" tion, depends entirely upon it." 

Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefty's Command , 
prorogu'd the Parliament to the 28th of July : After which 
they were by feverai Prorogations farther prorogu'd to the 
8th of December. 

ST EEC HES and D E BATES 

In the Sixth Session of the 
Ftrft Parliament of King George L 

PUrfuant to the laft Prorogation of the Parliament, 
the King came to the Houfe of Lords, on the 8th of 
December, and the Commons attending, the Lord 
Chancellor, by his Majeily's Command, read the follow- 
ing Speech to both Houfes. 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 
WtiE'i spwh « «• Olace we hit parted, the Face of our Affairs Abro 
srfEon, whrrrti " O is become more favourable : The Peace in the South 
&£%&!$ " onl y wants the Form of a Congrefs, and that of the 
thts.s. CaLuwty. « North is brought much nearer to a Conclufxon. I mall, 
" at a proper Time, order the feverai Treaties I have made 
" to be laid before you j by which you will perceive the 
" Succefs of our Endeavours to eftablifti a Peace throughout 
4t Europe, and to fecure and fupport the Proteftant Rcli- 
" gion : At the fame Time, I can never fufficiently exprefs 
" my Concern for the unhappy Turn of Affairs, which 
" has fo much affected the Publick Credit at Home. 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
" I do moft earneftly recommend it to you, that you 
*• confider of the moft effectual and fpeedy Methods to re- 
■" flore the National Credit, and fix it upon a lafting Foun 
' l dation. You will, I doubt not, be affifted in To com- 
u mendabk and neceflary a Work by every Man that loves 
M his Country, and efpecially by the feverai great Societies 
" of this Kingdom. I hope you will, on this Occaiion, 
" remember, that all your Prudence, your Temper, and 
" Refolution, are neceflary to find out and apply the pro- 
*' per Remedies to our Misfortunes ; which wiU, if you 
* r fucceed, ferve to mcteafe xktt. Refutation you have fo 
" jutfly acquir'd, pacvvataxly,!? ^u^Wr^tow^- 



( 219 ) 

" /landing thefe Difficulties, to difcharge a Part of the Anfu>7.Gefci. 
" Publick Debt. 

" I have order'd the feveral Eftimates to be laid before 
,c you of the Expence of the enfuing Year ; and mult de- 
*' fire you to difpatch the Supplies neceflaxy for them. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

** I am glad to obferve to you, that our Trade does ap- 
" pear to have been more extended this Year than in the 
" preceding one ; we have the moil rlourilhing Navy of 
** any Nation whatfoever to protect it : And I hope you 
" will turn your Thoughts to the beft Methods for the Se- 
*■ curity and Enlarging of our Commerce. You may de- 
" pend on my hearty Concurrence to all fuch Provifions, 
*• as lhall appear to you neceflary for the Good of my 
" People. ' 

The Commons being return'd to their Houfe, Mr Pul- 
teney mov'd, * That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Mr PuiiMwy-sMo- 
Majcfty, to return him the Thanks of this Houfe for his o'tTianiw. 
moll gracious Speech from the Throne j to exprefs the Sa- 
tisfaction of his faithful Commons at the near Profpeft 
there is of Peace being eftablinVd throughout Europe, by 
the Succefs of his MajeJly's Endeavours ; to acknowledge 
his Majeily's great Goodnefs in his tender Concern for the 
Misfortunes of his People, qccafion'd by the unhappy Tarn 
of Affairs, that hath fo much affected the Publick Credit of 
this Kingdom ; to aflure his Majeily, that this Houfe will, 
at this critical Conjuncture, wherein his Majefly's Govern- 
mem and the Intereft of his People are fo highly con- 
cern *d, proceed with all poflible Care, Prudence, and Tem- 
per, to inquire into the Caufes of thefe Misfortunes, and 
apply the proper Remedies for refloring and fixing Publick 
Credit upon fuch folid and kiting Foundations, as may 
effectually give Eafe and Quiet to the Minds of his Ma- 
jelly's Subjects ; and that this Houfe will, with Readinefs 
ana Chearfulnefs, grant the Supplies neceffary for the Ser- 
vice of the enfuing Year, and coniider in what Manner the 
Trade and Commerce of the Nation may be bell fecur'd n^,,. lkffeon . 
and extended. 1 

Mr Henry Pelham *, Member for Seaford, feconded" this >*• h. Pdh»m. 
Motion, but Mr Shippen offer M a Claufe to be added after Mr shippoa, 
the Words, Far rtjioring and fixing Publick Credit, viz. 
* As far as it is continent with the Honour of Parliaments, 
' the Intereft of the Nation, and the Principles of Juftice.' 

Mr Shippen' s Reafons for this Addition, were, ' That 
in order effectually to remedy the prcfent Misfortunes, 
E e 2 [mtanin^ 
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[ffl/41/0^ rAf ^rW South-Sta Scheme] it was abfolutely ne- 
ceflary to maintain the Honour and Faith of Parliamentary 
Engagements, and to fliew the higheil Refentment againit 
thofe, who, abufing the Trull repos'd in them, had given 
Co fatal a Wound to Publick Credit, and enrich' d themfelves 
by the Plunder of the Nation : That, in his Opinion, (he 
Managers of the South-Sea Project were not the moft cri- 
minal, finee there were thofe above them, whofe Duty it 
was to overlook and direft their Proceedings ; and had thofe 
at the Helm interposed in the Affair of the South-Sea, as 
they did in the Cafe of other Pro/efts, they would have 
prevented that difmal Calamity which has fince befallen the 
Nation,' Mr Shippen was feconded by Mr Bromley, and 
Sir William Wyndham, who faid, ' That it would be a 
Difgrace to a Britifh Houfe of Commons, to fliew, on this 
Occafion, lefs Vigour and Spirit than the Parliament of 
Paris, then fitting at Pontoife : That that Parliament wis 
juflly look'd upon as the Shadow of an Engliih Parliament j 
and yet that very Parliament had, by their Firmnefs and 
Refolution, carry'd their Point fo far, as to get that Perfon 
remov'd from the Adminiltration, whom they look'd upon 
as the Author of the prefent Misfortunes of France,' The 
J-wiMoWwerth, Lord Moleiworth, who fpoke on the fame Side, run over 
the King's Speech from the Throne, and faid, * He was 
glad they were told, that the Peace in the South only 
wanted the Form of a Congrefs, which gave him Hopes, 
that the Difficulties itarted by Spain, in Relation to Gib- 
raltar, were, at laft, furmounted, and that we were like to 
preferve that important Conqueft of the preceding War, 
together with Port-Mahon, which would make us fome 
Amends for the great Expence of Blood and Treafure we 
had lately been at, to conquer Sicily for the Houfe of Au- 
1^^.' And fpeaking of the South-Sea Calamity, he faid, 
' That before they confider'd of the proper Remedies, they 
ought to enquire into the Caufe and Nature of the Dif- 
temper : That it is with the Body Politick, as with the 
Body Natural ; and therefore they ought to imitate fkilful 
Surgeons, who, in order to cure a Wound, begin with 
probing it, and, when they find it neceftary, make Inciiions 
and Scarifications to get the venemous Core out of it, before 
they apply healing Plaifters ; and that they who follow a 
contrary Method are but meer Empiricks, who, by ufing 
Palliatives, make the Sore rankle and feller, and endanger 
the Life of the Patient, He own'd it had been by fome 
lUggefted, that there was no Law to puniJh the Directors of 
the South-Sta Company, who were juflly look'd upon as 
the immediate Authors of the prefent Misfortunes: But 
that, in his Opinion, they ou-jYa, w \Vvs Qwa&snx, u> 
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follow the Example of the ancient Romans, who having no 
Law again 11 Parricide, becaufe their Legislators fuppo&'d 
no Son could be lb unnaturally wicked, as co embrue his 
Hands in his Father's Blood, made one to punifli fo heinous 
a Crime, as foon as it happened to be committed ; and ad- 
judged the guilty Wretch to be thrown alive, iew'd up in a 
Sack, into the Tyber.* Concluding, ' That as he look'd 
upon the Contrivers and Executors of the villainous South - 
Sea Scheme, as the Parricides of their Country, he (hould 
be fatisfy'd to fee them undergo the fame Punifhment.' 

Sir Jofeph Jekyll faid, * That as he doubted not but sjrj.jekyu. 
among the South-Sea Directors fome might be innocent, 
and others criminal ; fo he was of Opinion, there were 
thofe, who were not Directors, no lef3, if not more crimi- 
nal, than the Directors themfclves j and who therefore de- 
fcrv'd an equal, if not a feverer Punilhment : ' Adding, 
• That upon extraordinary Emergencies, where the Laws 
are deficient, the Legislative Authority may and ought to 
exert itfelf ; and he hoped a Bricifh Parliament would never 
want a vindictive Power to punifli National Crimes.' Mr 
. Grey Neville, Mr Pitt, and fome other Members, fpoke {£ r^ 
alio for the Claufc offer "d by Mr Shippen : But, on the other 
Hand, it was represented by Mr Craggs, Mr Philip Yorke, ££*&*, 
and Mr Rob. Walpole ■ 'That fuch a Reflri&ion did but ill 
fuit with an Addrefs of Thanks j which, in their Opinion, 
ought to run in the ufual Form, and anfwer, in general 
Terms, the feveral Heads of die Speech from the Throne : 
That as to the main Drift of that Claufe, they thought it 
inconfillent with the Rules of Prudence, to begin this Seffion 
with irritating Inquiries : That if the City of London were 
on Fire, they did not doubt but all wife Men would be 
for extinguishing the Flames, and preventing the fpreading 
of the Conflagration, before they inquir'd into the Incen- 
diaries : That in like Manner, Publick Credit having re- 
ceiv'd a moil dangerous Wound, and being itill in a bleeding 
Condition, they ought to apply a fpeedy Remedy to it ; and 
that afterwards they might inquire into the Caufe of the 
prefent Calamity.' Mr R. Walpole dechr'd, * That for his VtKvra&, 
own Part, he had never approv'd the South-Sea Scheme, 
and was lenftblc it had done a great deal of Mifchief : But 
fince it could not be undone, he thought it the Duty of all 
good Men to give their helping Hand towards retrieving it : 
And that with this View, he had already beltow'd fome 
Thoughts on a Propofal to reftore Pablick Credit, which, 
at a proper Time, he would fubmit to the Wifdom of that 
Houfe.' Hereupon the Queftion being put for inferting the 

Claufe 
* Af/etefd fjymafttr Gt*tr*l ^ hit 4bf<ftA *»»««, f*M ^ t*p 
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Qaufe before mention 'd, it pafs'd in the Negative, by 261 
again!! 103. 

Dec. 9. Upon the Report of the Addrefs of Thanks, a 
Motion being made by Mr M'Iner, Member for Minehead, 
for inferring the Words, And for punijbingtbr Authors of our 
frtftnt Misfortunes, and feconded by Sir Jofeph Jckyll, the 
fame was carry 'd without dividing. 

Pec. to. The Commons, with their Speaker, waited on 
his Majeity with the aboveinenrion'd Addrefs, which is as 
follows. 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 
' \X/E your Majefty's moll dutiful and loyal Subjects, 

* VV the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament t£- 

* fembled, beg Leave to return your Majefty oor moil duti- 

* ful and hearty Thanks for your moil gracious Speech from 
' the Throne. 

* We can never fufficlently exprefs our Gratitude to your 
4 Majefty, for your conllant Care of the true Jmcrefl of 
« your Subjects, nor the Satisfaction of your faithful Coni- 

* mons, in feeing that the juil Influence of your Majefty's 
' Councils Abroad, has procur'd fo near a Profpect of a ge- 
' neral Peace throughout Europe ; which is a freih Inftance 

* to them, that your Majefty places your Greatnefs only 

* in the Profpcrity and Happinefs of your People. 

' If any Thing could more effectually endear your Ma- 
■ jelly to ui than the Mildncfs of your Government, it 
' would be that tender and affectionate Concern you exprcf. 
' for the prefent Misfortunes of your People, occafion'd by 

* the unhappy Turn of Affairs, that hath fo much affected 

* the Publick Credit of this Kingdom. 

* But your faithful Commons are met together with 

* Minds fully difpos'd to take the moil juil and effectual 
« Methods, and to do every Thing that becomes an affeelio- 

* nate Parliament, at this critical Conjuncture, wherein 

* your Majefty's Government, and the Intereft of your Peo- 

* pie, are fo highly concern 'd, to rellore and fix the Credit 

* of this Nation upon Inch folid and tailing Foundation, a$ 
' may effectually give Eafe and Quiet to the Minds of your 

* Majefty T s Subjects : And we flatter ourfelves, that our 

* Undertaking will be the more eafy, fince we are dcter- 

* min'd to proceed with all poiuble Prudence, Temper, and 

* Refolution, to inquire into the Caufes of our prefent Mif- 
1 fortunes ; and, with the maturcil Deliberation, apply 

* ourfelves to find out the moll proper Meafures for redief- 
c fing them, and for puni/hing the Authors of them. 

* The Improvement of our Trade is of fo publick 

* Concern, arid fo "uewfiity fat iVe &\k^q\\. md ?ower 
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' this Kingdom, that we will employ our utmoft Endea Aann 7 , && i. 

* vours to confider in what Manner the Commerce of die 

* Nation may be beilt fecar'd and extended. 
4 And we beg Leave to anure your Majefty, that we will, 

' with all Chearfulnefs and Unanimity, grant the Supplies 
' which mail be neceflkry for the Service of the enfuing 

* Year and the Support of your Government, upon which 

* the Happinefs of the Nation, the Liberty of your Sub- 
1 jefts, and the Security of our Religion fo entirely depend.' 

To which the King return'd the following Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 
•* Y Return you my hearty Thanks for this Addrefs; and HMMUetr*A» 
" l as I depend on your applying a fpeedy Remedy to the '" rrlhtrtlu - 
" prefent Diftrefs, I am perfuaded you will take the rnoft 
** prudent Meafures to make it effectual." 



Dec. 12. The Commons, in a grand Committee, confi- 
der 1 d of the Morion to grant a Supply to his Majefly, which 
was unanimoufly agreed to. After this Mr Grey Neville 
mov'd, ' That the Directors of the South Sea Company 
fhould forthwith lay before the Houfc an Account of their 
Proceedings : He was feconded by Mr Pitt, and back'd by 
Lord Moiefworth. The Courtiers being furpriz'd at this 
unexpected Motion, Mr Craggs thereupon endeavourM to 
ihew, * That it was prepofterous j and that the Houfe ha- 
ving already appointed a Day to refolve into a grand Com- 
mittee, to confider of the prefent State of the publick Credit 
of this Kingdom, the fame would naturally bring on the In- 
quiry into the Conduct of the South- Sea Directors.* Mr 
Craggs was feconded by Lord Hinchingbroke, and by Mr 
Horatio Walpole *, who own'd indeed, * That the South- 
Sea Scheme was weak in its Projection, villainous in its Exe- 
cution, and calamitous in its End ; but that, in hi* Opinion, 
they ought to begin with applying a Remedy to the Evil." 
Mr Robert Walpole added, * That, as hx had already de- 
clared, he had fpent fome Time upon a Propofal for that 
Purpofe ; but was apprehenfive, that if they went on in a 
warm, pafiionate Way, the laid Scheme might be render'd 
altogether impracticable ; therefore he delir'd, that the 
Houfe would proceed regularly and calmly, left by running 
precipitately into odious Inquiries, they mould ejraiperate 
the Diflemper to fuch a Degree, as to rcndfl all Reme- 
dies ineffectual. 1 ' Sir Jofeph Jekyll, on the other Hand, 

fet 
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fer forth the Neceflity of examining, without the leaft 
Delay, into the Condutt of the South-Sea Company ; to fee 
whether they had made good their Engagements, and tlriflJy 
follow'd the Rules prefcribed to them by the Aft pafs'd lait 
Seffion of Parliament in their Favour ; urging, « That this 
was the mofl natural Way of proceeding in an Affair of (b 
great Importance : That, on the contrary, it feem'd abfurd 
to attempt the Cure of a Diftemper before they were ac- 
quainted with it : But that as foon as it was thoroughly 
difcover'd, he hoped that wife AfiTembly mould not want 
Schemes to apply proper Remedies to it.'- Mr Gilfrid Law- 
fon having fupported Mr Neville's Motion, the Courtiers 
thought fit no longer to oppofe it ; fo that the fame was 
agreed to without a Divifton, and an Order was made by the 
Houfe accordingly. 

Dec. 1 4. Mr Pitt complain 'd of the Dilatorinefs of the 
South-Sea Directors in complying with the Orders made on 
the izth I n It ant by the Houfe, and was feconded by Sir Jo- 
feph Jekyll : But Sir Theodore Janflen, Member for Yar- 
mouth, and one of the South-Sea Directors, having aflur'd 
them, that the next Day Part of the Papers call'd for would 
be laid before them, the Houfe acquiefe'd. 

Dec. 15. The Sub-Governor and Deputy- Governor of 
the South- Sea Company presented to the Houfe feveral Pa* 
pers, with a Schedule of them, which was read. Here- 
upon it was ordered, that the faid Papers be referr'd to 
the Committee of the whole Houfe, who were to take into 
Confideration the prefent State of the publick Credit of this 
Kingdom. Then the Houfe refolv'd itfelf into the faid 
Committee ; and after the reading of thofe Papers, which 
Lifted "till about four in the Afternoon, Mr Sloper *, Mem- 
ber for Bedwin, Mr Plummer, Mr Milner, Sir Richard 
Steele, and Mr Lawfon, made feveral Exceptions to the Con- 
duel of the South-Sea Directors, and, in particular, to their 
lending out vaft Sums of Money belonging to the Company, 
without being duly authoriz'd for that Purpofe : But as the 
Committee could not regularly proceed in that Matter with- 
out exact Accounts of thefe Loans, the farther Confideration 
of the prefent State of the publick Credit was adjourn' d to 
the 19th i and, in the mean Time it was order *d, that the 
Directors of the South-Sea Company fhould lay before the 
Houfe feveral Papers relating to that Affair. 

Dec 19- Mr Farrer reported to the Houfe eight Refolu- 
tions of the Committee on the Supply, feven of which were 
agreed to, but the other, viz. 'That the Number of effective 
• Men to be provided for Guards and Garrifons in Great 

J Britain, 
• &»r*t*7 t» th T»y Miftv ktiwa^ 
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■ Britain, &x. for the Vear 1721, including 1859 Inva- 
* lids, be 14,29+ Men, Co 111 million and Non-Commiflion 



'Officers included,' being read a fecoud Time, Mr Ship- MrShi 
pen reprefented, ■ That a general Peace being fo near a f P r J™ 



uppvn more* 

Concluiion, Fart of the Land Forces, now on Foot, might j"jj"S to >** 
well be fpard, and the favma Sum apply 'd towards repair- ^ ,0,LnndF -" c «. 

1 1 i- 1 <-i 1 • 11 r l .1 £,, Debate Thereon, 

ing the publics Calamity ; and therefore he mov d. That 
the laid Refolution be recommitted,' He was back'd by Mr 
Bromley, Sir William Wyndham, and Mr Huncerford : W r Hl^Sty".. 

1 ' .11 » » tv i t*t i 1 n.« tt . ,-.. . 4ir W. Wyndhim. 

but was oppqs d by Mr Robert Walpole, Mr Horatio Wal- Mr Hawfcrt. 
pole, Mr Smith, and fome others, who endeavour'd to m/h. Wijjpk, 
(hew, ' That the Number of our Forces was fo moderate, M^ ■'• SDliltl " 
that it could hardly be leflen'd, even altho' a general Peace 
were concluded, without expofing the Nation either to Fo- 
reign Infulrs, or Domeflick Factions ; and therefore it were 
highly imprudent to make any Reduction in the Army before 
the Conclufton of the Peace : That, on the other Hand, 
the Sum that might be fav'd by difbanding 3 or 4000 Men, 
was very inconsiderable, and ought not to come in compe- 
tition with the Advantage of being in a Pofture of Defence; 
fince nothing contributes more to the publick Credit of a 
free Nation, than the being in a Condition not to fear any 
Thing, cither at Home or Abroad. 1 The Queftion being 
put upon Mr Shippen's Motion, it pafs'd in the Negative, 
without dividing. 

The Commons being in a grand Committee to take into Tiw CommoM in 
farther Confideration the prefent Stare of the publick Credit IB? ?™^ 
of the Kingdom, Sir Jofeph Jekyll mov'd, That a fele& g*jg«tfi*Mlti 
Committee be appointed to inquire into all the Proceedings 
relating to the Execution of the South-Sea Act, and was s: ' . *2JI""" 
feconded by Mr Gilfrid Lawfon. But Mr Robert Walpole JJ' '*%<!">■ . 
having reprefented, ' That the proceeding in that Manner ' 
would take up a great deal of Time, and that the pubifck 
Credit being in a bleeding Condition, they ought to apply 
a fpeedy Remedy to it ; that Motion was not infilled on. 
After thifi Mr Sloper fhew'd, ' That the prefent Calamity Mrsioper. 
was mainly owing to the vile Arts of Stock-jobbers, where- 
by the publick Funds were wound up far above their real 
Value; which being readily affemed to, the Committee 
came to this Refolution, viz, That nothing can tend more 
to the F.ltabliftiment of publick Credit, than preventing the 
infamous Pradice of Stock- J ebbing. Then, Mr Robert MrR v: 
Walpole acquainted the Committee, inat, as he had of bit >.,»)■« » 
hinted fome Days before, he had fpent fome Time upon a g^L 
Scheme for reftoring publick Credit; but that the Execution WMe thiIi!eB 
of it depending upon a Polition, which had been laid down as 
a Fundamental, he thought it proper, before he open'd the 
raid Scheme, ro be informed, whether he TnigVt rtVy oti 
Vol I F f fcafc 
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that main Foundation, viz ' Whether the Subfcriptions of 

• publick Debts and Incumbrances, Money Subfcriptions, 

• and other Contracts made with the South-Sea Company, 

• mould remain in the prefent State i ' This Que [Hon be- 
ing ltared, occafion'd a warm Debate, which laftea 'till near 
Eight in the Evening, when it was at lallrefolv'd by 2 jg\ 1 
againft 117, that all the Subfcriptions of public k Debt* 
and [ncAtnbranccs, and other Contrails made with theSocth- 
Sea Company, by Virtue of an Ace made lall Seflion, remai 
in the prefent State, unleis alter \I for the Eafe and Re 
lief of the Proprietors by a general Court of the South 
Sea Company, or fet afidc by due Courfe of Law. 

Dec. 20. Mr Farrer reported the Refolution of the gram 
Committee on publick Credit ; which, with fome Amend- 
ments, was agreed to by the Houfe, viz. ' That it will • 
' much contribute towards the cflablifhing publick Credit, t 

• prevent the infamous I'raftice of Stock- Jobbing:' and a Bill 
was order'd to be brought in thereupon. 

Dec 21. The Houfe refolv'd itfelf into a grand Com- 
jgnSirfe afr n ^- , ° mittee * an{ J Mr Robert Walpole laid before them a new 
florin^ pubikk ere- c c heme to reftore publick Credit, which was, in Subftance, 
in* ni« Maiioni to ingraft nine Millions of South-Sea Stock into the Bank 
^a^and^e of England, and the like Sum into the Eaft-India Company, 
tbl-EjRLXcc"™- u P on tJie Conditions therein mention'd. Mr Hutchefon, 
papr. and other Members, made fome Exceptions to that Scheme ; 

but none offering a better Remedy for the prefent Misfu 
tunes, Mr Farrer, the Chairman, was directed to move the 
Houfe, and it was accordingly ordcr'd, That the faid Com- 
mittee have Power to receive Propofats from the Bank of 
England, the South-Sea Company, and the Eafl-India Com- 
pany, towards relloring publick Credit. 

January 4. Mr Treby *, Member for Plympton.mov'd for 
bringing in a Bill, To prevent Mutiny and Defcrtion, &c 
and was feconded by the Lord Carpenter f, Member for 
Whitchurch, Hereupon Sir Jofeph Jekyll fatd, * He coul 
not but be furpm'd ro fee a Bill mov'd for fo early, which 
feldom or never ufed to be brought in 'till towards die End 
of a Scflion : That fuch a Hurry feem'd to be intended to 
ftop the Profecution of the Authors of the prefent Mis for 
tunes : That they all very well knew that their Davs wc. 
number'd, and that as foon as they had dtfpatdTd the 
Money Bills and the Bill now mov'd for, they fhould 
mediately be difpatch'd Home i That therefore he was f< 
flaying thofe Bills, until they had done Jullice to the Ni 

don 

" StXttxry *t Wir. 
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tion, who calPd aloud for if Mr Craggs (aid thereupon, Anno;, 0*0. i. 
• He wander'd to fee any Oppofuion made to a Bill (o ne- 
ceflary for the Safety of" the Government, especially by a miCwebj. 
Perfon who had receiv'd fignal Favours from the Crown,' 
Upon this Lord Molefwortb Hood up, and faid, * Mr Ld. Moierworth, 
Speaker, Is it come to this, that every Man who has a 
Place mult do all the Drudgery that is enjoyrfd him ? This 
may be true of fome Underlings ; but I don't believe it, 
I am Cure 'tis falfe, of King George : He commands his Ser- 
vants nothing, but what is according to the Laws, and for 
the Good of his Subjects.' Then Sir Jofeph Jekyll added, 
' That he was as zealous as any Man for the Service of the 
King and his Government : But he was of Opinion, that the 
doing JuJlice to the Nation, and punifljing thofe who had 
brought it into the prefect calamitous Condition, was the 
moft effectual Way both to ferve the King, and at the fame 
Time to difcharge their Duty to their injur'd Country : ' 
Concluding, however, that he did not oppofe the bringing 
in of the Bill in Qoeltion, which was thereupon order'd DO 
be brought in. 

After this, according to the Order of the Day, the Com- 
mons were to go into a grand Committee to take into far- 
ther Confideration the prefent State of the publick Credit 
of this Kingdom: But Sir Jofeph Jelcyll refuming his sicj.jficyJitnovM 
Speech, reprcfemed, ' That before they proceeded any f^^"^^^ 
farther, they ought to fecure the Perfons and Ellates of i_.r,Diieflon,te. 
thofe they had reafon to look upon as the Authors of the a» rwm gJSoST 
prfblick Misfortunes , and therefore he mov'd, That Leave ^whkhfc 
be given to bring in a Bill to reftrain the Sub-Governor, *voii« be trough. 
Deputy-Governor, Directors, Treafurer, Under-Treafurer, 
Cafhier, Secretary, and Accomptant of the South-Sea Com- 
pany, from going out of this Kingdom for the Space of 
one Year, and until the End of the next Seflton of Parlia- 
ment ; and for difcovering their Ellates and Effects, and for 
preventing the tranfporting or alienating the fame.' He 
was feconrled by Mr Horatio Walpole, who gave fome Tn- Mr u. waijxfc. 
fiances both of the unfair Methods by which the South-Sea 
Directors, and their Officers, had got immenfe Riches, and 
of 'their Pride and Infolence. Serjeant Pengelly, Sir Robert s«i Fengeiijr. 
Raymond » Sir Philip Yorke, Mr Spencer Cowper, and !£«&£?! 
Mr Jefferics, having likewife fupported Sir Jofeph JekylPs ^ 3 ^ r ^. wper * 
Motion, it was carry *d Nem. Con. and order'd, that the laid 
Bill be brought in accordingly. 

Upon this Mr Shippen exprefs'd his great Satisfaction, Mr shipped. 
to fee a Britilh Houfe of Commons refume their prilline 
Vigour and Spirit, and act with fo great Unanimity for the 
P f 2 publick 
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pubiick Good, He own'd the Neceflity of fecuring the 

Perfons and Eilatcs of the South-Sea Directors, and cheii 

Officers : But faid, ' That, in his Opinion, there were Come 

Men in great Stations, whom, in Time, he would not be 

afraid to name, who were no ki* guilty than the Directors.' 

Mr Craggs being fomewhat nettled at this, faid, * That he 

was ready to give Satisfaction to any Man that mould que- 

ftion him, either in that Houfe or out of if.' This Ex- 

preiton gave no fmall Offence ; and thereupon the Lord 

Molefworth replied, * That he had the Honour to be a 

Member of that Houfe upwards of thirty Years, and never 

before now knew any Man bold enough to challenge the 

whole Houfe of Commons, and all England belides : That 

for his Part, the' pail: ilxty, he would anlvver whatever Mr 

Craggs had to fay within the Houfe, and hoped there were 

young Members enough, that would not be afraid to look 

him in the Face out of the Houfe.' Upon this Mr Craggs 

feeing the Houfe in a great Ferment, got up again, and 

faid, ' That by giving Satisfaction, he meant clearing his 

Conduct./ As foon as this was over, the Houfe debat. 

what Manner they fhould proceed in the intended Inquiry, 

whether in a grand or a felect Committee. After long 

Difputes on both Sides, it was refblv'd, Nem. Con. That a 

Committee of thirteen, to be chofen by Ballotting, be ap- 

jute kiw lc »ii the" pointed to inquire into all the Proceedings relating to the 

it$to8£i&. Execution of the South-Sea Act This done, the LordHtnch- 

lj Hmchin b k ' n g Dr °ke reprefented, • That it was to be fear'd, that b 

mwes lor uking. fore the Bill order'd to be brought in againft the Sub-Go- 

&" 1 rf vernor, Deputy-Governor, and Directors of the South-Sea 

InwcuftSy^ESh Company, was gone through both Houfes, the moll crimi- 

vjw&a by m, n al amongrt them might withdraw themfelves out of the 

Kingdom ; and therefore his Lordfhip mov'd, that they 

might be immediately order'd into Cultody ; ' But Mr 

Lechmere, having Ihew'd the Inconveniences that might 

enfue thereupon, that Motion was dropt- 

Jan. 5. In a grand Committee, the Commons took into 
Conftderation the Propofals laid before the faid Committee 
by the South-Sea Company, for ingrafting nine Millions 
of their Stock into the Ead-lndia Company, and the like 
Sum into the Bank of England, as alio the Propofals of the 
Eafl-India Company and the Bank, for taking in the faid 
Stock, and after fome Debate, it was refolv'd, by 173 Voices 
againll 130, that an Ingraftment of Part of the Capital of 
the South-S?a Company into the Capitals of the Bank of 
England and the Eaft-India Company, purfuant to the feve- 
rai Propofals of the faid Companies, will contribute vt-ry 
much to the reftoring and eftablifhing pubiick Credit. Mr 
Speaker having refura d the. Chair, the Court Parry mov'd, 
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that Mr Fairer, the Chairman of the gravid Committee, 
fhould the next Day report the faid Retaliation ; but this 
Motion was ftrenuoufly opposed, and the Queftion being 
put thereupon, it pafs'd in the Negative by a Majority of 
i ;3 Votes againlt 140; after which it was order "d, that 
the faid Report be receiv'd on the 1 oth. 

Jan. 10. The Sub- Governor of the South Sea Company 
prefented to the Houfe feveral States and Accounts that had 
been calfd for, and then Sir Jofeph Jekyll prefented to the f'"J- ■^"J"'* 
Houfe a Bill, To refrain the Sub-Governor, Deputy-Governor, jirminmttfoDirte- 
DiieSiors, Treafuicr y &c- of the South-Sea Company, from /ii r /f r '' m ' l ,'j l ^ a 
going oat of this Kingdom, &c which was read the firft, and **««<» <S«. 
ordered to be read a lecond Time the next Morning. After 
thi:. Mr Farrer reported from the Committee of the 
whole Houfe, the Refolution above-inention'd, about the 
Ingraftment of nine Millions of South- Sea Stock, upon the 
refpective Stocks of the Bank and Eaft India Company ; 
and a Motion being made that the faid Refolution be re- Rr] 
committed, it occafion'd a warm Debate, that lafted five l| >* loeniung 
Hours. Mr Sloper, Mr Clayton *, Member for Woodftock, 
Sir Jofeph Jekyll, and fomc others, reprefented, « That the j£c&. 



. Jekyll, 



Project before them was more like to prove a dangerous b " J 

Palliative, than an effectual Remedy to the prefenr. Diftem- 

per i and being founded on Injultice, would rather farther 

hurt than rellore publick Credit.' Mr Hutchefon urged, MrHatcrwion. 

* That this Scheme feem'd to be calculated with the fame 

View as the former, the ill Effects of which they intended 

to remedy, and rais'd feveral other Objections to the new 

Scheme, and infinuated, that if the Refolution in queftion 

were recommitted, he might propofe -fomething better for 

the reftoring of publick Credit.' Mr Robert Walpole an- Mr r.. waipaic. 

fwer'd all Objections, and being ftrongly fupportcd by Mr 

Craggs, Sir Robert Raymond, Sir Philip Yorke, and by £] r r £^- ra0IM , 

feveral other Members ; the Queftion was put upon the Mo- sirRuiipYcrke. 

tion for recommitting the Refolution about the Ingraftment, 

which was carry *d in the Negative, by 267 Voices againft AB niinPurftam:c 

134. Then the Houfe agreed to the faid Refoluuon, and of the ingrafting 

"rin 111 111' 1 Scheme ordered In 

a Dill was order d to be brought in thereupon. 1* li UU& m in. 

Jan. 1 1. Serj. Mead reported the Names of the Commit- 
tee appointed to inquire into all the Proceedings relating to 
the Execution of the South-Sea Act, viz. Mr Broderick, 
Mr Hutchefon, Sir Jofeph Jekyll, Mr Wortley, Sir Tho. N«n«of *ec&nt- 

». ii a m i-t-it. 1-11 «• » n- • r .i. < » • nutlet inpoincrd 10 

Pengelly, Mr William Clayton, Mr Jeffcries, Lord Molefworth, ' 
Col. StrangcwaySj Mr Sloper, Mr Lechmere, General Rofs, 
and Hon. Mr Dixie Windfor. 

Thefe Perfons, or any five of them, were to report their 
Proceedings from Time to Time to the Houfe, and to have 
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Power to Tend for Perfons, Papers, and Records * and the 
feveral Books and Papers which had been laid before th 
Houfe by the South-Sea Company, were referr'd to th 
faid Committee. 

Jan. 16. The Bill again (I the Sub-Governor, Deputy- 
Governor, and Directors of the South-Sea Company, was 
order'd to be engrofs'd ; after which it was order'd, that the 
Committee, appointed to inquire into all the Proceedings re- 
lating thereto, be a Committee of Secrecy 

Jan. 19. The engrofs'd Bill againft the South-Sea Direc- 
tors was read the third Time, pafs'd, Nem. Con. and fent 
up to the Lord?. 

Jan. 23. Sir Thomas Pengelly, Member for Cocker- 
mouth, acquainted the Houfe, that the Committee of Se 
crecy had received Information that Mr Robert Knight, Ca- 
Ihier of the South-Sea Company, after having been exa- 
min'd by the faid Committee two Days before, was gone off. 

Hereupon it was refolv'd, Ntm. Con. to prefent two Ad- 
drefiJbs tathe King. I. To iilue a Proclamation, with 
Reward for di (covering, apprehending, and detaining the 
faid Robert Knight, that he may be brought to Juftice. 
II. To give Orders forthwith to fiop the Ports, and to take 
effectual Cure of the Coafts, -to prevent the faid Mr Knight, 
or any other Officers of the South-Sea Company, from 
efcaping out of the Kingdom. Thefe AddrefTes were di- 
rectly carried to the King by Mr Methuen *, and his Ma- 
jetty return "d for Anfwer, that he would immediately give 
the necefiary Orders according to the Defirc of the Houfe : 
Accordingly a Proclamation was publifh'd, with 2000 1. 
Reward for apprehending Mr Knight. 

Notwithflanding this Precaution of the Committee, Mr 
Knight, who was undoubtedly intrulted with the principal 
Secret of this villainous Intrigue, embark'd the very fame 
i\lorning,on which Serjeant Pengelly gave the above Informa- 
tion to the Houfe ; and landed the fame Day at Calais. Whe- 
ther this Efcape was voluntary, or at the Suggellion of 
others, is not eafily determin'd; .though the Public!: were 
generally mclin'd to charge it to the Direction of fome Per- 
Il'ii ■-, whom it may be fafer to guefs than to name. 

TheCommons having order'd theirDoors to be lock'd, and 
the Keys laid on the Table, fummon'd Si: Robert Chaplin, 
Bart Member for Grimfby, Si r Theodore J auircn, Bart. Mem- 
ber for Yarmouth, Mr F. Eyles, Member for Devizes, and 
Mr Sawb ridge, Member for Cricklade, to attend in their 
Places immediately-; Then Gen. Rofs acquainted the Houfe, 
1 That they had already difeover'd a Train of the deepeft 

Villainy 
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Villainy and Fraud that Hell ever contriv'd to ruin a Nation, 
which in due Time, they would lay before the Houfe ; and 
that, in the mean while, in order to a farther Difcovery, 
they thought it highly necelfary to fecure the Perfons of 
fome of the Direftors, and principal South-Sea Officers, and 
to feize their Papers ; which was order'd accordingly. Mr 
Sawbridge, and Sir Theodore Janflen being come into the s Ali TJ""^". f'"*- J i ircri 
Houfe, a Motion was feverally made; That they were guilty txpcii-a the Houie. 
of a notorious Breach of Truft, as Directors of the South- 
Sea Company, and thereby occalion'd very great Lofs to 
great Numbers of his Majefty's Subjects, and had highly 
prejutbVd the publick Credit : And they having feverally 
been heard in their Places, and being withdrawn, the Que- 
ition was feverally put upon the faid Motion, and carry"d in 
the Affirmative Nem. Con. after which it was order'd, that 
the iaid Mr Sawbridge, and Sir Theodore Janflen be, for 
their faid Offence, expell'd the Houfe, and taken into the 
Cuflody of the Serjeant at Arms. 

Jan. 24. The Commons refalv'd Kern. Con. to addrefs ^^"Sfh 1 * 
the King, to give Directions to his Minirters at Foreign apprehend u, fv 
Courts to make Application for Mr Knight, if he Ihould m^-VI^m nT- 
fhelter himfelf in any of their Dominions, to be funender'd EJP 1 " 
up in order to be brought to Jullice j which Directions his 
Majeily gave accordingly. 

Jan. 25. The Royal Afient was given to the Aft, For ™" ^^J?",?' 
reflraining the Sub-Governor, Deputy- Governor, Dire flats, aiiinti the s. s." 
Treafurer, &e. of the South-Sea Company, from going out of DifC ^ " 
this Kingdom for one Year, and until the End of the then next 
Seffion of Parliament ; and for difcovtring their Efiattt and 
Effects, and for preventing the Iran/porting or alienating the 
fame : Alfo to an Aft, To difabU the prefent Sub-Governor, 
Deputy Governor, and Directors of the South-Sea Company, 
to take, hold, or enjoy any Office, Place, or Inip/oyment in the 
faid Company, ot in the Eaji- India Company, or in the Bank 
of England, and from voting upon Elections in the faid Com- 
panies. 

Jan. 28. Sir Robert Chaplin, Bait, and Mr Francis Sir R. Chaplin ami 
Eyles, Directors of the South- Sea Company, attending in na«*»oH& 
their Places, they were both likewife, for their Offence, E B TSEfc aBdW 
expell'd the Houfe. 

February 3. Mr Robert Walpole prefented to the Houfe a IMLWUfBbpn- 
fiill, For ingrafting Part of the Capital Stod and Fund of the £,' 
South-Sea Company into the Stotk and Fund of the Bank of ^ 
England, and another Part thereof into the Stoei and Fund of * imi,a* 
/he Eafl- India Company; which was read the firit Time, and 
order'd tu be read a fecund Time, on the 71I1 of Febru- '^ 
ary, to which Day ihe Cumuion* adjournd. 

Feb marj 
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Feb, 7, The abovemention'd Bill was read a fecond Tim 
and a Motion being made for committing it to a Commute 
of the whole Houfe, it oceafion'd a high Debate, in whi 
Mr Robert Walpole, Mr Heath, Member for Harwic 
and fome others, infilled for che Affirmative, andMrMilner 
Mr Sloper, Mr Clayton,, and Sir Jofeph Jekyll, for the N 
gative ; and it was ac laft carry 'd for the former, by 237 
Voices againft 1 39. 
Feb. 8. Mr Hungerford prefentedto the Houfe a Bill, For 
™e^S!£rcad '** better Efiablijhment j>J 'pubfok Credit, by ft eventing, for the 
future, the infamous Praflice of Stack- Jobbing, which was rea J 
the firft Time, and order'd to be read a fecond Time- 
Feb. 9. The Lord Molefworth, from the Committee c 
u^M^Kr^* Secrecy, acquainted the Houfe, that they had receivd In- 
2 M ^Jj?**K* t formation, that Mr Robert Knight, late Caihier of the 
South-Sea Companyi was taken, and was in Cuilody in che 
Caille of Antwerp : Hereupon he mov'd, and it was re 
folv'd, Ntm. Con. That an Addrefs be prefented to his Ma 
jelly, to return the Thanks of the Houfe for his Goodnefs 
in giving {uch effectual Direftions to his Miniffers Abroad, 
for fecuring Mr Robert Knight, purfuant to toe Addrefs of 
the Houfe ; and to defire, that his Majefty would give 
Orders to his Miniiters refiding in the Courts of Vienna and 
Bruflels, to make the proper Applications, andufe the moll 
effectual Instances, that the Perfon of the faid Mr Robert 
Knight, together with his Papers and EfFecb, might be fe- 
cured and delivered up to fuch Perfons as his Majeity fhould 
appoint to receive rhe fame ; and that his Majefty would 
give Orders, upon the faid Mr Robert Knight's being 
brought into Great Britain, that he be forthwith delivered 
and put into the Cuitody of the Serjeant at Arms attending 
the Houfe. This Addrefs was immediately fent to the King 
by Mr Methuen, who being return'd, acquainted the Houfe, 
that his Majefty would give the xieceflary Orders and Di- 
rections, according to the Defires of the Houfe ; and that 
in cafe his Majefty' s Endeavours to have him fecur'd and 
brought over into Great Britain mould fucceed, his Ma- 
jefty would forthwith caufe him to be delivcr'd into the 
Cuflody of the Serjeant at Arms attending the Houfe, Co- 
lonel Churchill*, Member for Caille- Rmng, was accord- 
ingly order'd by his Majefty to go to the Court of Vi- 
enna, to make Inllances for the delivering up of Mr Kni] 

Feb. 13. Upon the reading of che Order of the Houfe 

for going into a grand Committee upon the Bill, Far in- 

«™i T f"jhc f Mo'n%" g ra /""i part °f tht Capital Stock and Fund of the Soul b~ Sea 
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C*mpaHj t Sec. a Petition of the South-Sea Company was 
offer' d ro be preferred to the Houfe, and the Members in, 
Weftminller-Hall, Court of Requefts, and Places adjacent, 
having been firnirnon'd to attend the Service of the Houfe, 
the faid Petition was brought up and read, praying the 
Confideration of the Houfe, in relation to the Payments of 
the feveral Sums of Money, which, by the Aft of Parlia- 
ment of the Iaft Seflion, the faid Company are fubjeft and 
liable to, fox the Ufe of the Publick, at the Times, and 
in the Manner by the faid Aft directed, and praying 
fuch Relief, as to the Houfe Ihould feem meet. Hereupon 
a Motion was made, and infilled on by Mr Shippen and 
feveral others, that the faid Petition be rejefted ; but they 
being oppos'd by Mr Robert Walpole, and all the Court 
Party, and the Queftion being put thereupon, it was car- 
ried in the Negative, by 253 Voices againlt 166 ; however, 
the faid Petition was order'd to lie on the Table ; and then 
another Motion was made by the Country Party, that it be 
an Inftruftion to the faid Committee, that they have Power 
co receive a Claufe for excluding the Direftors of the South- 
Se.i Company, the Eaft-India Company, and the Bank of 
England, from being elefted Members, or fitting and voting 
in any future Parliament : But, after fome Debate, the 
Queftion being put thereupon, it was carry'd in the Nega- 
tive, by a Majority of 21 1 Votes againft 164. 

Feb. 15. MrMethuen*, Member for Brackley, delivered 
to the Commons the following Menage from his Majefty, 

GEORGE R. 

*' 1 Tls Majefty having receiv'd a Petition from the Court K : ng , k Melft<re re _ 

* ' X~± of Direftors of the South-Sea Company, relating ^ma^r^- 

" to the Payment of the Money due to the Publick from eta, 

•« the faid Company, has thought fit to tranfmit the faid 

" Petition to the Houfe of Commons; and, at the fame 

" Time, to acquaint them, that his Majefty has no Ob- 

** jeftion to the Parliament's giving to the South-Sea Com- 

" pany fuch Eafe and Relief, in the Time of making the 

" Payments due to the Publick, as the Houfe of Commons 

" Jhall think fit and reasonable." 



Debate theieon. 
Mi Jhippcn, 

M( R/Viipole. 



Morion for dif- 
aoliig (he Diiicdhiri 
of the S. 5. Com. 
p.iny, Eaft-lridii 
Company, and ihe 
Bank, from being 
ctatcn Mc minis 
U PiiliuneU, 



This Meflage was referr'd to the Consideration of a Com- whkk it rf a ,n 
siittee of the whole Houfe the Friday following ; and then Jo * C ™ H ^ of 
a Claufe was order'd to be inferted in the Bill, For ingrafting 
Part of the Stock and Fund of the South'Sea Company, to 
leflrain the Corporations of the Bank of England, of the South- 
fc'ea Company, and of the Eaft-India Company, from lending 
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ing too 

Feb. 16. The Bill, For preventing the inf amen < Pri 
stock-jobbing re.,d of Stock-} al/bin?, was read a fecood Time, and committed to 
.tecondTi™. a grand Committee. 

Feb. 1 7, The Commons, in a Committee of the whole 
Houfe, confider'd of the King's Meflage relating to the 
South-Sea Company's Petition, and came to the following 
Refolutions, viz. I. That the Payment of the Sum of 
four Millions one hundred fifty fix thoufand three hundred 
fix Pounds four Shillings eleven Pence, due to the Publick by 
the South-Sea Company, by Virtue of the Act of the lail 
Seflion of Parliament, and made payable within one Year, by 
four quarterly Payments, commencing the z5th March, 1 yz 1 , 
be farther poltpon'd to the Year 1722 ; and that farther Pro- 
vision be made for the more efFectual Payment thereof. II. That 
the Repayment of the Sum of One Million, which was lent 
to the South-Sea Company, on the 7th of June 1720, bepoff- 
pon'd to the 7th June 1722. 

Feb. 18. Thefe Refolutions were reported by Mr Farrer, 
and agreed to by the Houfe ; and it was thereupon order'd, 
that it be an Inltru&ion to the Committee of the whole 
Houfe, to whom the Ingrafting Bill was committed, that they 
have Power to receive a Claule or Claufes purfuant to the faid 
Refolutions. After this the Houfe proceeded to take into 
Confideration the Report from the Committee of Secrecy, and 
came unanimoufly to ten feveral Refolutions ; the Particulars 
whereof at large the Reader will find in the VO T E S of this 
Sdhon. We think it fufficient to fay here, that the Sub- 
ftance of thofe Refolutions was, * Thai the late Sub-Go- 
vernor, Deputy-Governor and Directors of the South-Sea 
Company and their Officers, Aiders and Abettors, were guilty 
of a notorious Breach of Trull, and have thereby occafion'd 
great Lofs and Detriment to the Company, and others his 
Majelry's Subjects ; which has been one great Caufe of the 
finking of the publick Credit, and bringing upon the Nation 
the Dillrefs it at prefent labours under, for which they ought 
to make Satisfaction out of their own filiates. The Houfe 
like wife order'd a Bill to be brought in for the Relief of the 
unhappy Sufferers in the South-Sea Company. 

Feb, 25. Mr Broderkk acquainted the Commons, that the 
Committee of Secrecy were ready to lay a farther Report 
before the Houfe, at fuch Time as the Houfe Ihould appoint 
mtaingtourtO receive the fame. Hereupon it was order'd, that the Re- 
chariMSttHiiow. P ort k 6 now rece i v ^- Mr Broderkk accordingly read the 
Pawned. faid. Report, which was order'd to lie on the Table. Thfs 

Report related chiefly to greatQuantities of Stock and Subfcrip- 
tiom which appeii'i ;o Irwc Wiv\&«kUkfa: iohn Aj liable, 
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* Member for Ripon, and Charles Stanhope, Efq ; f 
Member for Milbourne-Port, who thereupon infilled on their 
Innocence, and prefix d, ' That a fliort Day might be appointed 
to examine that Matter, that they might have an Opportu- 
nity to clear themfelves. Mr Broderick reprefentcd there- 
upon, ' That tho' the Secret Committee had a great deal of 
Evidence to fupport the Charge againft thofe two Gentlemen, 
yet they wanted a material Witnefs, viz. Mr Knight, late 
Treasurer of the South-Sea Company, who was in fafe Cu- 
ftody, and, in all Probability, would foon be brought over ; 
and therefore the Committee hoped that the Houfe would 
not hurry an Affair of fo great Importance.' Mr Stanhope urg- 
ing how heavy an Imputation of fo heinous a Nature lies upon a 
Mad who knows himfelf to be entirely innocent, which, he faid, 
was his Cafe ; and renewing his Inlfances for examining into it ; 
the 28 th of February was appointed for that Purpofe. 

Feb. 28. The Commons refum'd the farther Confideration TJ,e " ou ^ ,at « 
of the Report from the Committee of Secrecy, fome Parts of iiut rut which 
which relating to Mr Charles Stanhope, were read; after ffl p l B °. M ' clu - 
which, the Examination of Sir John Blunt, Mr Holditch, 
Mr Jacob Sawbridge, fen. Mr Henry Blunt, and others, be- 
fore the Committee of Secrecy, were feverally read, and they 
were feverally calFd in and examin'd, as were alfo Mr Elias 
Turner, and others. The Charge againft. Mr Stanhope con- 
futed of two Articles, I. That 10,000 1. South-Sea Stock 
was taken in for his Benefit, by Mr Knight, without any 
valuable Confideration ; and that die Difference arifing by the 
advane'd Price thereof was paid him out of the Cafh of the 
South-Sea Company, II. That Turner and Company had 
bought 50,000 I. Stock at a low Price of the South-Sea Com- 
pany, in the Name and for the Benefit of Mr Stanhope, the 
Difference of the advane'd Price whereof, amounting to 
250,000!. had been paid to the faid Mr Stanhope, by Sir 
George Cafwall and Company. To prove thefe Articles, the Se- 
cret Committee cans'dthe Examinations before-mention'd, and 
the Perfons above-iiam'd, to be examin'd ; but fome of the latter 
rather weaken' d thin corroborated their former Depofitions } 
Sir John Blunt, in particular, own'd, as to the firft Article, that 
Mr Knight had fhew'd him a Letter, which he told him was 
figra'd by Mr Stanhope, defiring him to take io.oool, Stock for 
him ; but that he did not know whether that Letter was ge- 
nuine, nor what was become of it *. And as for the 50,000 I. 
Stock transferr'd to the Sword-Blade Company in Mr Stan- 
hope's Name, Mr Sawbridge and Mr Turner had the Moddty 
and Good-Nature to take the whole Charge upon themfelves, 
G g 2 and 
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and own'd that they had made Ufe of Mr Stanhope's Name, 
without his Privity or Confent. Thcfc Examinations, toge- 
ther with the Animadverfions of the Members of the Secret 
Committee thereupon, lajled 'rill eight in the Evening, after 
which Mr Stanhope was heard in his Place. As to the firft 
Article, he faid, ' That for fome Years pale he had lodg'd all 
the Money he was Maftcr of in Mr Knight's Hands, and 
whatever Stock Mr Knight had taken in for him, he had paid 
a valuable Confideration' for it : And as to the fecond, that 
he could not anfwer for what had been done without hi* 
Confent. * When he was withdrawn, a Motion being made, 
and the Queilion being put, that it appears to this Houfe, 
that during the Time that the Propofal made by the South- 
Sea Company, and the Bill relating thereto, were depending 
in this Houfe, 10,000 1. Stock was taken in, or held by Mr 
Knight, late Caihier of the faid Company, for the Benefit of 
Charles Stanhope, Efq; a Member of this Houfe, without any 
valuable Confideration paid, or Security given for the Accep- 
tance of, or Payment for the faid Stock ; and that the Dif- 
ference arifing by the advane'd Price thereof was paid to the 
faid Charles Stanhope, Efq; out of the Cam of the boutii 
Company, it was carry'd in the Negative by a Majority only 
of three Voices, \'iz. 180 againft 177, 

March 8. The Houfe reium'd the Confideration of the 
Report from the Secret Committee, and that Part of the 
EtaS*****' &* Re P 0rt which related to Mr Aiflabie, Member for Ri 
pon, was read ; the Reading whereof, and the Examination 
of proper Evidences lafted til! nine in the Evening : After 
which Mr Aiilabie made a Speech in his own Defence. But 
what was depofed againft him by Mr Hawes, one of the Di- 
rectors, viz. * That he had caufed the Book of Accounts 
between them to be burnt, and given him a Difcharge for 
the Balance amounting to about 84.2,000). appcar'd To 
ftrong, and fo home a Proof, that after he was withdrawn, 
the Houfe came to twelve feveral Resolutions againil him, the 
Particulars of which may be found in the PQfES as above. 
It may nevcrthelefs be proper to recite two of them, viz. 
I. That the faid John Aiflabie, Efq; has encourag'd and pro- 
moted the dangerous and deftru&ive Execution of the late 
South-Sea Scheme, with a View to his own exorbitant Profit ; 
ind has combin'd with the late Directors of the South-Sea 
Company in their pernicious Practices, to the Detriment of 
great Numbers of his Majefby? Subjects, and the Ruin of the 
publick Credit and the Trade of this Kingdom. And, II. 
That he be for his faid Offences. cxpelTd the Houfe. TJta 
it was order 'd, that the faid John Aiflabie, Efq; be commit- 
ted Prifoner to his Majefty's rower of London ; and that 
Mr Speaker do iffut Hs "W anwa ao:w£mgy . 
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iflabie in this Affair. 
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The farther Proceedings 
will appear in the Sequel. 

March 10. The Houfe took into Confederation the Cafe of sbOKuveCafriii 
Sir George Cafv.all, in the Affair of the South-Sea Company ; ^'Im^iiSp*! 
after the Examination of which they made feveral Refolutions fonenothcTowei,^ 
againji him ; the Subitance of which was, ' That he had been beii.ec«i«ni-din 
guilty of corrupt, infamous, and dangerous Practices, highly "■ tS - s ' 6d ' Bfc 
reflecting on the Honour and Juitice of Parliament, and de- 
flruftive to the Interefl of his Majeity s Government ; ' That 
he be, for his laid Offence, e.vpell'd the Houfe ; And be com- 
mitted Prifoner to his Majcfly's Tower of London ; and that 
Mr Speaker do iffue his Warrant accordingly. 

March 15. The Commons proceeded in the adjoum'd Con- The Common* 
ftderation of that Part of the Resort from the Committee of ^h/k^r^tf 
Secrecy which related to the Earl of Sunderland ; and the fe- Jig Sec«:coni- 
veral Examinations of Sir John Blunt, Mr Edward Gibbon, m lotfcc StAaf 
Mr Charles Joye, James Craggs, Efq; Mr Richard Holditch, i ^" iaM " 
Mr John Webller, Mr Robert Surman, Sir Lambert Black- 
well, Mr Francis Hawes, Mr William Aitel, Sir John Fel- 
lows, and Sir Theodore Janffen, taken before the faid Com- 
mittee, were read j and afterwards, Mr Joye, Mr Gibbon, 
Mr Cherter, Mr Holditch, and Mr Surman, were feveralry 
call'd in, and examhVd. 

Then a Motion was maJe, that it appears to the Houfev 
that, after the Propofals of the South-Sea Company were ac- 
cepted by the Houfe, and a Bill order'd to be brought in 
thereupon j and before fuch Bill pafs'd, 50,000!, of the Capital 
Stock of the South-Sea Comany was taken in by Robert 
Knight, late Cathier of the faid Company, for the Ufe and 
upon the Account of Charles Earl of Sunderland, a Lord of 
Parliament, and hrft Commiflioner of the Treafury, without 
any valuable Coniideration paid, or fufficient Security given, 
for Payment for, or Acceptance of the fame. 

This Motion occafion'd a warm Debate, that laded till near Debate dum. 
eight at Night, but the Queflion being put thereupon, it was 
carry 'd in the Negative, by a Majority of 233 Votes againii 
I 72 : Which, however, occafion'd various Reiltflions. 

March 17. The Order of the Day being read, for the 
Houfe to take into farther Confidcradon the Report from the 
Committee of Secrecy, Mr Hutchefon reprefented, ■ That 
it was impolhble to proceed in fo important an Affair, without wyfti«j» 
expofing the Juflice of Parliament to be baffled, as it had been *kwmvfe«i% 
in fome rate Inftances, fo long as they warned fo material a JSpj^. 
Witnefs as Mr Knight: ' And therefore he mov'd, and, be- J?** 1 '. 1 * to *"* 
ing feconded, it was refolv'd, Nen. Cen. that an Addrefs be ' e 
prefented to his Majflly, to defire that he would be pleas' d to 
impart to this Houfe, the Advice? hn Majefty lias receiv'd, 
or flaall receive, i'tvra Abroad, concerning his llvidewraxs \» 
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bring over Robert Knight, late Cafhier of the South-Sea 
Company, to anfwer to the Juftice of the Kingdom : Which 
Addrefs was ordcr'd to be prcfented by fuch Members of the 
Houfe as were of the Privy -Council. 

It was by many conjeftur'd, that the Remora that bindred 
Mr Knight's coming over, was rather in London than at 
Vienna or Bruffels. 

March zo. Mr Methuen acquainted the Houfe, that their 
Addrefs, relating to Mr Knight, having been prefented to the 
King, his Majelty had commanded him to lay before the 
Houfe, feveral Letters and Papers containing Advices from 
Flanders concerning him, and, at the fame Time, to acquaint 
the Houfe, that his Majefty had not received any Advice of 
Colonel Churchill's being got to Vienna, nor any Letter from 
thence relating to Mr Knight ; that as foon as any fhould 
come to his Majefty, they ihould be laid before the Houfe 
Hereupon feveral Letters from Mr Leathes, his Majcity's Re- 
sident at BrufiHs, to the Secretary of State, were read, im- 
porting in Subitance. ' That puriliant to his Orders he had 
made the moll prefling Inftances with the Marquefs de Prie 
for the delivering up of Mr Knight : But had been anfwer'd 
that the faid Marquefs had not receiv'd any Itiftruclions from 
Vienna about that Matter j that, in the mean Time, he was 
apprehenfive that the fame would meet with great Difficulties. 
That the Gremer, or Secretary, of the States of Brabant, 
had been twice with the faid Marquefs, to represent to him, 
that according to one of the Articles of the Joyful Em 
Brabant, which was granted them by the Emperor Charles V. 
and has been fworn to by all his Succcffbrs, and which they 
look upon as their Magna Charts, no Perfon charg'd with, 
or apprehended for any Crime, can be remov'd to be try'd out 
of their Province ; and that the Deputies of the States in 
lifted upon that Article, of which the Refident had enclos'd 
Copy in French, which was alfo read in the Houfe. 

Moft of the Members appear 1 d furpriz'd at the unexpected 
Difficulties about the delivering up of Mr Knight, which was 
ftarred, in the Name of the States of Brabant ; and Lord 
LurftfuicfainVg Molefworth faid thereiipon : * That 'twas to be hop'd, they 
ihould have a more fatisfafliory Anfwer from Vienna, than 
SjfrfiSEb* tn 7 iad f,om Bruffels : But if they had not, it would, in his 
Opinion, be' proper to call for the Treaties lately entered into 
with the Ilotife of Auftrh, to know upon what Motives we 
have been at fo great an Expcnce of Blood and Treafure, and 
have fent our Men *► War to rot and be worm-eaten in the 
MeditenaneTO, to conquer Kingdoms for the Emperor r ' Ad- 
ding, ' That if that pretended Privilege of the States of 
Brabant, fliould be infilled upon, they might remove that Ob- 

« Vi «^TOX.YiSfc¥»xdQu to ~ 



( 



I 



Knjghr, in Order to have him brought over : But that it was mu*> 7. Ce». j. 
proper not to make any farther Step in that Affair, till they 
were acquainted with the Succefs of Colonel Churchill's Ne- 
gotiation at Vienna.' 

March zz. Mr Methuen acquainted the Houfe, That his 
Majefty having, the Day before, receiv'd a Letter from Co- 
lonel Churchill, directed to the Lord Vifcount Townfhend, 
dated Vienna the 4th of March, 1720-21, had commanded 
him, purfuant to the Addrefs of the Houfe, to lay a Copy 
thereof before the Houfe ; which he preferred to the Houfe 
accordingly. The Copy of that Letter was thereupon read, 
importing in Subflance, that he was juft arriv'd at Vienna, 
and would not lofe one Moment, in making the moil prefling 
Inlfances to the Imperial Court, for the delivering up Mr 
Knight ; and that he did not doubt Succefs, unlefs the Pri- 
vileges of the States of Brabant interfer'd : Several (mart 
Reflections were made by Lord Molefworth, upon the fri- 
volous Pretence that was made ufe of, to baffle his Majefty's 
Endeavours to bring over Mr Knight ! But the Houfe did 
not think fit to come to any Refolution thereupon. The 
fame Evening Colonel Churchill arriv'd from Vienna, which 
OCCafion'd an univerfal Surprize. 

The Commons having attended the King in the Houfe of 
Lords, his Majefty gave the Royal AfTent to an Aft, To enable J^J^J^j; 
the South-Sea Company to ingraft Part of their Capital Stock smftirn Nil, &<• 
and Fund into the Stock and Fund of the Bank of England, 
and another Part thereof into the Stock and Fund of the Eaft- 
Ittdia Company, and for giving farther Time for Payment to 
he made by the South-Sea Company to the Ufe of the Pitblick. 

March 24. The Bill, For preventing the infamous Pratlice The stock-iotoinR 
of Stock-jobbing, was order *d to be engrofs'd. ^ «*«*"*• 

Colonel Churchill being come into the Houfe, it was ex- 
pected that an Account of his Negotiations would, this Day, 
have been laid before the Commons : But they were only 
given to underftand, that as foon as the Difpatches he brought 
from Vienna could be tranflatcd, they fhould be laid before 
the Houfe, who thereupon adjoum'd 'till the 27th. 

March 27. Mr Methuen acquainted the Houfe, that his £"'£« !*;>*« 0B 
Majefty had commanded him to lay before them Copies of icing ilea'.: 
feveral Letters and Papers relating to Mr Knight, which he 
prefented to the Houfe accordingly, with a Schedule of them. 
The Copies of the faid Letters were read, and among them 
a Letter from the Emperor to the King of Great Britain, ex- 
preifing his Imperial Majetfy's Inclination and Readinefs to 
comply with his Britannick Majefty's Dehres, as to the de- 
livering up Mr Knight ; but that the States of Brabant having 
and claiming particular Privileges, which his Imperial Ma- 
jefty wv cngag'd to maintain, it would be ncte&iy t» tnatae. 
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Application to the faid States ; and his Imperial Majefty,, on 
his Part, would not fail to fupport fueh Inihinces as mould be 
matle. To which Effect Prince Eugene wrote a Letter to 
the Marquifs dc Prie, which was alio read. Several finart 
Reflections were made, by Lord Molefmirth, on the former 
of thofe two Letters j But this Affair being equally nice and 
important, it was refolv'd to take into Confideration the feve- 
rai Letters and Papers relating to Mr Knight, which his Ma- 
jelly had communicated to the Houfe, in a grand Committee 
on die 29th. 

March 29. The Commons in a grand Committee, took 
into Confideration the feveral Letters and Papers, laid before 
them, relating to Mr Knight. After the reading of fome of 
thofe Papers, Mr Hutchefon open'd the Debate, reprefenting, 
* How much, on the one Hand, the Publick was concern'd, 
in having the Authors of the prcfent Diftrefs fully difcover'd 
and brought to condign Punifhment ; and how impracti- 
cable it was, on the other Hand, to proceed in this impor- 
tant Inquiry, fo long as. the principal Agent of the late South- 
Sea Directors, and their Accomplices, was kept oat of the 
Way ; that in the mean Time, the publick Calamity en- 
crcafing every Day, the Nation call'd aloud for Jullice : And 
therefore, if the Means already us'd for bringing over Mr 
Knight, prov'd abortive, it were advhable to have Recourfe 
to more ipeedy and effectual Methods.' Sir Jofeph Jekyll, 
and the Lord Molefworth, llrongly fupported Mr Hutchefon, 
and in particular, fhew'd, ' That it was incumbent on fome 
Perfons. in the Adminiltration to have Mr Knight brought 
over in order fully to clear their own Innocence ; othcrwife, 
tho* acquitted, they would Hill be look'd upon as criminal.* 
Urging, * That it was matter of Wonder, that fo frivolous a 
Pretence, as the Privileges of the States of Brabant, fhould 
be made Ufe of to put a Stop to fo important an Inquiry, 
cfpecially confidering how little thofe Privileges had been re- 
garded in more material Points ; and what Obligations the 
Houfe of Auftria (ay under to the Britim Nation." Sir Rich- 
ard Steele offer 'd fomething againil obliging Mr Knight to 
be an Evidence, whether he would or no : But no great 
Strefi was laid upon it. On the other Hand, Mr Lechmere 
rcprefented, * That in all Probability the Court of Vienna 
had not, at firft, fully confider'd the Importance of the In- 
liances that were made to diem in his Majefty's Name, and 
at the Defire of the Commons of Great Britain : But that 
it was to be prefum'd that when fo wife a Prince, as the pre- 
fent Emperor, mould be appriz'd, that the Welfare and 
Safety of England, to whom his Imperial Majelly has fo 
great Obligation*, depended, in fome Meafure, on the de- 
livering up of Mr Kni^Wtj tv& would readily comply with 
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their Defires:' Hereupon Mr Lechmere mov'd, * That an Anno?. Oe«, ; 
humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, returning the ^^v-^v^j 
Thanks of this Houfe for the Instances he has been pleas 'd to Mr Lechmere 
make, by a Letter under his Royal Hand to his Imperial Ma- AdXrfrc^S 
jelly, for obtaining the delivering up of Mr Knight, purfuant f? ^ v " t ^ ^ 
to the Addrefs of this Houfe j and for communicating to this 
Houfe, the Steps which have been taken relating thereto : 
And to reprefent to his Majefty, the DilTatiifacuon which hi? 
Commons have at the Obltacles which they find have been 
raia'd, under the Pretence of the Privileges of the States of 
Brabanr, againlt a Compliance with his gracious Endeavours - 
And alfo to reprefent, that this Houie is every Day more 
and more com inc'd of the high Importance it is to the Juliicc 
due to his Majefb/s People, that effectual Mcafures be fpee- 
dily taken for bringing over Mr Knight ; And earneftly to be- 
feech his Majerty, to imploy his moll preJfing Endeavours, in 
fuch Manner, as in his great Wifdom fhall be thought proper, 
for attaining the juft Defire of his Commons.' 

No Body offer 1 d to oppofe this Motion, which, after Mr 
Speaker had refum'd the Chair, Mr Broderick reported to the 
Houfe ; and the fame being agreed to Ncm. Con. it was re- 
folv'd. That the faid Refutation be laid before his Majclly 
by the whole Houfe. 

■ch 30. The Commons, to the Number of above three which is »» 
hundred, with their Speaker, went to St James's, and prc- 
fented the faid Rcfolution to the King ; to which his Majeffy 
rvtum'tl the following Anfwer. 

■Gentlemen, 

** "T Am very well pleas'd, that the Inftances which I have The Efai* Anftrr 
** X made for obtaining the delivering up of Mr Knight, ,0 UJ ' JUteu * 
** have given you Satisfaction ; I fhall continue to imploy my 
" utmoft Endeavours for obtaining what you defire, and hope 
" they will prove effectual. 

April 19. The Bill for the Relief of the unhappy Sufferers t. 
in the South-Sea Company, was read a fecond Time and com- SfcT* 
mitted to a Committee of the whole Houfe. 

April 29. Mr Shippen flood up, and took Notice, ' That M 
the Houfe had fete a long while, and nothing had yet bee.; 
done towards the reiloring of Publick Credit : That, indeed, j^,*"^ ;, ^. r ' 1 $ 
a Member of great Parts and Abilities had, at firft, propofed ?' 1 
a Scheme for thai Puipofe ; but that, inltcad of proving an the 1 
efftftual Remedy, it appear'd at laft to be a mcer Palliative, 
which had rather iniiam'd than alleviated the Diftemper. 
1 hat by this Time, a whole injur'd Nation cali'd aloud for 
ance ; and if they neglected to hear the Voice of the 
People, it would look as if they hi .uVs. 

Vol, I 11 h \\v*a 
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them to <lo thcmfelvcs Juilice. That it was ever rnsOpinioft, 
that the only effectual Means to reftore Credit, was to call 
thole to a ftrift Account, who had ruin'd it ; and, in parti- 
cular, all fuch a& had apply'd any Part of the Publick Money., 
intruded in their Hands, in Stock-jobbing, and Jiad rais*a 
valf Fortunes by robbing the Publick." And fo he mov'd, 
That it be an Jnftrucuon to the Committee of Secrecy, that 
they inquire what publick Money had been employ M by any 
Treafuier, Caihier, Collector, Receiver, or other Officer con- 
cern' 1 d in the Receipt or Payment of the publick Money, or 
of any other Part of his Majeily's Revenue, or by any in 
Trufl for them, or by their Order, in buying Stock or Sub- 
fcriptions in the South-Sea, or any other Company, or in An- 
nuities, or other Par li a me n tar y Securities, or otherwife mak- 
ing life of or imploying the fame, to their private Advan- 
tage fince the firft Day of December, 1719. 

Sir William Wyndham feconded this Motion ; adding wirh- 
al, ' That there was Reafon to apprehend, that the Publick Mo- 
ney had not been adminiitred with due Oeconomy, particularly 
in Relation to fome Foreign Troops, that were in the Pay of 
England and Holland during the lall War, to whom great 
Sums had of late been allowed, on Account of pretended Ar- 
rears, after they had feparated from the Engufh General: And 
therefore lie lnovM, * That the Lite Conirmnioners appointed 
to examine, irate, and determine the Debts due to the Army, 
and to examine and ftate the Demands of feveral Foreign Prin- 
ces and States, for Subfidies during the late War, be order' d 
to lay before the Houfe Copies of the feveral Warrants and 
Sign-Manuals, by Virtue of which they iffued any Certifi- 
cates. 

Hereupon Mr R. Walpole * fa id, * That he wonder'd to hear 
of fuch a Motion, when a little after the King's coming to the 
Crown, an Aft of Parliament had been made for Payment of 
thofe Arrears ; and that the Cornmifli oners of Accounts had, 
undoubtedly, afted according to the Intent and Meaning of 
that Aft/ To this Mr Lechmere replied, s That he was not 
againil the Motion that Sir William Wyndham had made, 
neither on the other Hand, was he about to juflify it : But he 
would freely tell the Gentleman [meaning Mr R, Waholi\ who 
oppos'd it, * That while the Nation was under the rreflure of 
heavy Debts, he muft expect that many fuch Motions would 
be made, in order to find out Methods to eafe the Publick 
Burden. That as that Gentleman was now in a higher Poll 
than formerly, fo a great deal more was expected from him 
the rather becauie the Scheme which he had propos'd at th 
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Begirding of this SeiTion for the railing the Stocks, and reftor- 
ing publick Credit, had not had the dciired Effect." Mr R. Wat- 
pole replied, ' That it was known to every Body, that he ever 
was againft the South-Sea Scheme, and had done all that in 
his Power lay, to hinder its taking Place : But now the Mif- 
chicf was done, and Things were brought to fuch Extremi- 
ties, he thought it his Duty, and therefore was willing to try 
the bell Method he could think of, to extricate the Nation out 
of the Difficulties into which they were plung'd : That he 
did not pretend to work Miracles ; but only to ufe his utmoil 
Endeavours towards retrieving the late Misfortunes: That with 
this honeft Intention he had promoted a Scheme which had been 
laid before him, and appear'd the moil plaufible of any then 
propos'd, for reftoring publick Credit : That it could not be 
deny'd,. that while that Scheme was purfu'd, it had done fome 
Good, and kept up the Price of Stocks ; and that they fell 
iince it had been laid afide : That, however, he never in- 
tended to raife Stocks above the intrinfick Value, for that 
would bring us again into the fame unhappy Circumilances 
which the raifing of them had before occafion'd.' He after- 
wards lamented the ill Dilpolirion of fome Perfons, who, in- 
Head of concurring with others in remedying the prefent Di- 
fternpers, us'd all poffible Means to irritate and exaiperate the 
Minds of the People : And concluded with a Motion, * That a 
Day be appointed to confider of the State of the Publick Cre- 
dit of the Kingdom.' This Motion was unanimoufly agreed 
to, and that Day Seven-Night appointed for thatPurpofe} after 
two Orders had been made according to the two before-men- 
tioned Motions of Mr Shippen and Sir William Wyndham. 

April 30. The Commons proceeded to take into Confidera- 
tion thofe Parts of the Reports of the Committee of Secrecy 
as related to James Craggs, Efq; deceas'd, late Poll-Maiter-Ge- 
neral, which having been read, Mr Broderick, Member for 
Stockbridge, mov'd, ' That the faid Mr Craggs having taken 
40,000 1. South-Sea Stock without paying for it, or giving 
fufficient Security for the Payment of the fame, his filiate 
might be made liable to the fame Forfeitures with thofe of the 
late Directors.* Hereupon Mr Grey Neville dehYd, * That 
the Gentlemen concern'd in this Affair, two of whom were 
Members of the Houfe, might ftrft be heard by their Counfel, 
and produce what Witnefles they had, before die Houfe came 
to any Refolution in this Matter.' Mr Robert Walpole fe- 
conded him, and, in particular, faid, ' He hoped the Houfe 
would not break their known Rules, which were, not to con- 
demn any one without firil hearing them; and fure they would 
not deny this Piece of J uftice to their own Members, 1 Mr Hora- 
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Anno 7. Gee. i. t j Walpole * fpoke to the fame Purpofe ; and then Mr Trc- 
fufis, Member for Peniyn, #ood up, and faid, * That neither 
he nor Mr Newfham were at all prepar'd, not expecting that 
this Affair would have come on this Day, becaufe there was 
another Part in the Report before it, and therefore he deiir'd 
the Houfe would give them Time to get their WitneiTcs : ' He 
added, * He had never been ufed to fpeak in the Houfe, or 
but very rarely, and his Brother- in-Law, Mr Newfham, Mem- 
ber for Leftwithiel, not at all, which he hoped the Houfe 
would take into Confideration, and allow them Counfel to 
fpeak for them : That by Mr Craggs's Death, liis Efbue was 
devolv'd to them and Mr Elliot, in Right of their Wives, the 
Deceafed's three Daughters : That there was no Manner of 
Crime laid to their Charge ; and fmce Mr Craggs was dead, 
and could not anfwer for himfelf, he hoped the Houfe would 
allow them Time and Counfel. 1 ' This was opposM by Sir Jo- 
feph Jekyll ; but Mr Robert Walpole faid, ' That fmce the 
two Gentlemen concern' d had not been us'd to {peak in the 
Houfe, and therefore were not likely to make fo good a De- 
fence as otherwife they might, he thought it re libnabJe to al- 
low them Counfel, and give them Time to prepare.' To this 
Mr Lechmere reply'd, * That it might, indeed, feem fomc- 
what hard to deny Counfel to Gentlemen who were not us'd 
to fpeak in the Houfe ; but he doubted not but that good-na- 
tui'd Gentleman that fpoke lair, who had To good a Cap 
and was fo able to advife them, would fit by then:, and by his 
Afliftance be as ufeful to them, as if they had < 
had been to feveral others in the like Ode.' No Return was 
made to this Reply, upon which the Motion for allowing 
Counfel was dropt. 

May r . The Order of the Day for taking into Corfidera- 
tion thofe Parts of the Reports from tl tee of Secrecy, 

which related to Mr James Cnagg late PoJbnaitcr- 

General, being read, and feveral Evidences being examined, 
the Houfe, among other Refolutions relating thereto, came 
to die following, viz. I. That the faid James Craggs was a 
notorious Accomplice and Confederate with Robert Knight 
and fome of the late Directors of the South-Sea Company, in 
carrying on their corrupt and fc.mdalous Practices ; and did, 
by his wicked Influence, and for his own exorbitant Gain, pro- 
mote and encourage the pernicious Execution of the late South- 
Sea Scheme. And II. That all the Eftate real and perfotia), 
of which the faid James Craggs was feiz'd or poffeis'd from 
and after the ift Day of December, 1719, {over and above 
what he ilood feiz'd or poflfefs'd of on the faid lit Day of De- 
cember 
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cember) be apply 1 d for and towards the Relief of the unhappy 
Sufferers in the South-Sea Company. 

Alav 6. Mr Methuen, by the King's Command, laid before MrMenjucaJaj* 
the Houfe Copies of ieveral Letters and Papers relaxing to Mr SSSBaSt 
Knight, which were read ; particularly, a Letter from Mr ^'*'w g to *** 
Leathes, the Brkilli Refident at BrujTels, containing an Ac- 
count of the Excufes and Pretences made ufe of to elude his 
Inftanoes for the delivering up of the faid Mr Knight. Thofe DtV»:« thereon. 
Excufes were thought fo frivolous, that a Motion was made 
for prohibiting the Importation of all Commodities of the 
Growth and Manufacture of the Auftrian Netherlands, parti- 
cularly Lace and Lawn, till fuch time as Mr Knight had been 
deliver "d up and fent over : But it was thought more proper, 
that a Committee be appointed to confider of the State of the 
Trade between this Kingdom and the Auftrian Netherlands, 
and to report the fame, as it fttould appear to them, to the 
Houfe; which Committee was appointed. Then a Morion Motion in ttam 
was made, that it might be an Inftruclion to the grand Com- ijf-^"** 6 * 6 
mitteeon the Bill, For the Relief of the unhappy Suferen, 
&c. that they mould receive a Claufe, that the paternal Eftate 
of Mr Aiflabie might not be liable to the lame Forfeitures with 
the other Part of his Eilate ; but tho' this Motion was ftrong- 
ly fupported by three Members, yet it was rejected with ge- 
neral Indignation. 

May 8. General Rofs acquainted the Houfe, That that 
Morning, while he was at the Secret Committee, he receiv'd 
a Note, that a Gentleman was at the Door to fpeak with 
him, and he went out, and found there Mr Vernon, Member 
for Whitchurch, who acquainted him, that he had fonicthing 
to fay to him, which he dehYd might go no farther; where- 
upon General Rofs told him, he hoped he had nothing to fay 
to him which might be improper for him to hear j after which, 
Mr Vernon told him, there was a Difpoftrion in the Houfe to 
be favourable to Mr Aiflabie, in the Bill upon which the 
Houfe was to be in a Committee that Day, and that it was 
in his Power to do him Service, and for the fame, Mr Aiflabie 
would make him any Acknowledgment, in any Manner he 
ihould think fit ; upon which General Rofs, from what he 
firit fatd, concluding it was upon fome corrupt Matter, left MrTbo.v™oa 
him in a Pafiion, and thought it his Duty to acquaint the J^M ,hcH ?' 1 ' 
Committee of Secrecy therewith, and the faid ComnutCee gUcttioo tiiCga . 
thought it was proper to have the Matter -laid before the K^m^" * 
Houfe. To this Mr Vernon was heard in his Place, and 
own'd the faid Words and Circumitances ; withal declaring, 
that he did not mention or intend any thing of Money, or 
any other corrupt Matter, and begg'd the Pardon of the Gen- 
tleman, and of the Houfe, if he had committed any Oftence, 
he faying the Words without any corrupt lnteaticm> an& oviy 
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_n account of Friendfhip, being nearly related to MrAifla„ 
And then Mr Vernon withdrew. Hereupon it was refolv'd. 
That it appears to this Houfe, that Thomas Vernon, Efq; hath 
made a corrupt Application to General Rofs, and that he be 
expell'd this Houfe. It was alfo order'd, That the Thanki 
of this Houfe be given to General Rots, for the Juftice he 
had done to this Houfe and to his Country, in laying the 
Application made to him by Thomas Vernon, Efq; before 
this Houfe. And Mr Speaker gave him the Thanks of the 
Houfe accordingly. After this, the Commons, in a grand 
Committee, made fome Progrefs in the Bill, Far Relief of the 
unhappy Sufferers in the South-Sea Company, Set. and added 
Mr Ajflabie's Name and Eitate. 

May ii. A Petition of the Burgefles of the Borough of 
Borahlon, in the Count)' of Devon, was prefented to the 
Houfe and read ; complaining of tn undue Election and Re- 
r ™ Ad. t urn f or t |, e fjjj Borough, which was order 'd to be heard at 
to remove Mr Elites the Bar of the Houfe on the 6th of June, 
tec^flte^ri The Honourable Mr St John Broderiek, Son of the Lord 
^of'hi^nta- Vi frount Middleton, ftanding Candidate for Boralfton, in 
ftriBj in Efcfli- the room of Mr Carteret, lately mide one of the Poft-Ma- 
ftcrs General, Captain Philip Cavcndifli * was fet up againft 
him, and tfao 1 Mr Broderiek poll'd moft of the old Legal 
Voters, yet the Portreeve, who was Mr Elliot, one of the 
Commifiioners of the Excife admitted to poll feveral Pcr- 
fons who had no Right at all ; and by that Means got a Ma- 
jority for, and retum'd Captain Cavendifh. The Petition 
above-mention'd having fet forth the whole Matter, General 
Rofs and Mr Sloper reprefented, ' That if the Commiffioners 
of the Excife were fuffered to. make Parliament-Men, they had 
as good let them fit in the Houfe. That it was Matter of 
Wonder, that when by an Act of Parliament, the meaneft 
Officer in the Excife is not fufFer'd to m-eddle in Elections, one 
of the Commiffioners mould dare to do it in fo notorious a 
Manner.' Hereupon it was mov'd to addrefs his Majelty to 
remove Mr Elliot, but it was thought proper to defer that 
Motion 'till after hearing the Merits of that Election. 
a cUofc erdn'd Maf 1 8. It was order'd, that the grand Committee on the 
e*^,'nta£ BJH. For the Relief of the unhappy Sufferers, See. have Power 
inn, t-c.'of tiic to receive a Claufe for dilhbling the late Sub-Governor, De- 
»ifaMrAlffliWc l w puty-Governor, Directors, Cafhier, Deputy-Cafhier, and Ac- 
£ fiftnEJiE? 6 ** comptant of the South-Sea Company, and alfo John Aifiabie, 
Efqs to hold or enjoy any Office, or Place of Truft or Profit 
under his Majefly, or to fit or vote in either Houfe of Par- 
liament. 

Ma, 
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May 2$. In a grand Committee, a farther Progrefi was A&&07. ceo.1. 
made in the Bill, For the Relief of the unhappy Sufferers in i^-v!^-*^. 
the South-See Company ; and the chief Matter in Debate was, Debiic Moeemfc« 
what Allowance mould be given to the late Directors out of ^ e J 
their Efhtes ? Mr Lotindes propos'd an eighth Part ; 'to which " 
it was objected, That it would be too much for fome who had 
the moll bulky Eftates, and confequently had been deepeft ia 
the Guilt ; and too little for others that had but final! Eftates, 
and were only paflively criminal, by not entering their Diflent 
to the fraudulent Management of the reft. 

May 25, The Commons, in a grand Committee on the 
South-Sea Sufferers Bill, refunVd the Confide rat ion of the Pe- 
titions of the late Directors of the South-Sea Company. The 
Debate began with Sir John Fellows, the Sub-Governor, in Debate (wem- 
whofe Behalf Mr. Sloper movd, that fince it did not appear mJ]^"*** 
that he had been fo aclive in the late vile and pernicious Prac- 
tices as fome others had, he might be allow 1 d 20,000 1. out 
of his Eftate. Mr Hungerford reduc T d it to 15,000!. others Mr HaniaTort. 
to i 2,000 1. and Mr Robert Walpole liaving at laft propos'd Mr r. waipore. 
10,000 1. the fame was agreed to without any Divifion. Mr 
Joye, the Deputy-Governor appearing to have been deeply Mr ^oye>» Allow- ! 
concern *d in the Guilt, it was agreed to allow him only 
5000 J, ' 

Then the Committee proceeded alphabetically to the Di- MrJUteu-iAitow- 
rectors, and it was unanimouily agreed to allow Mr. Aitell ■»» 
5000 !. 

A Debate arifing, whether to allow Sir Lambert Blackwell Detetecauere- 
5000 1, or 10,000 1. and he having many Friends in the H^weiii 06 " 1 
Houie, it. was, upon a Divifion, carry'd for 1 0,000 1. by 112 
Votes agairul 108. 

After this, there was a long Debate about Sir John Blunt : petae concern- 
Mr Laurence Carter mov'd to allow him only one Shilling ; ^fr^Z™ ""'" 
Lord James Cavcndiih 1000 1. and Mr Plummer 5000 1. Sir Mjara.ci.et 1 di(h 
Jofeph Jcykll mov'd for 1 0,000 1. and was feconded by Ge- sirjofcphjekrll, 
neralRofs, Lord MolH worth, Mr JefFeries, and MrWindforj ^MoMwonh. 
who all fpoke very warmly on his Behalf; alledging, that he J!' {;*!.',"• 
had been more ingenuous in his Examination before the Secret 
Committee, than any of the late Directors ; and had let them 
into a great many Secrets, which othcrwifc they could not 
have known. To this it was anfwerM, by Mr Sloper, Mr Mrswr. 
Milner, Mr John Smith, and Mr Horatio Walpole, ' That 
he had been the chief Contriver and Promoter of all the Mif- 
chief, and therefore ought to be moil fcvcitly puniui'd.' Mr 
Sloper added, * That he was grown to that Height of Pride 
and Infolence laft Summer, that he could not give a civil An- 
fwer to Perfons far above him. And thereupon infbane'd in 
his Behaviour one Day at the Trcafury, of which he >waa 
If Wimt&, when a Relation of a great Mxi 
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John for a Subfcri prion, the Upftart 
deal of Contempr, bid him go to his 
defire him to fell his Stock in the Bank, 
he might be fupply'd.' Hereupon Mr. Robert Walpole fhewY 
* That Sir John Blunt was a Projector of many Years 
ing ; and had been tne Author of feveral fallacious Schema 
by which unwary People had been drawn in to their lit 
Ruin.* And to this Purpofe, inftanc'd a Project for a Lir 
Manufactury ; but Mr Horatio Walpole faid thereupon, 
1 That whs not his firft : For there was a Gentleman that fat 
next to him, [meaning MrJ/ffip,] whom Sir John had drawn 
into a Project for bringing Water to London from a great Di- 
stance, which was to out-do the New-River Water, by which 
the Subfcribers loft all dvir Money, tho' Sir John himfelf got 
fome Thoufands by it.' This was confirm' d by Mr Jeflbp 
U. Hinchin^broke himfelf; neverthekfs, the Lord Hinchingbroke mov'd. for 
allowing Sir John Blunt 10,000 1. urging, ' That the Secret 
Committee had promis'd him Favour for his Opennefe in hi 
.ination:' Upon which General Rofs dehVtL ' That 
the noble Member who fpoke laft might explain himfelf, fince 
he fcem'd to intimate, as if the Secret Committee had us'd 
underhand Dealings. Adding, that for his Part he knew of 
no Promife ever made to Sir John Blunt upon that Account ; 
that he was fure he never made any > and he belicv'd he could 
anfwer for all the Reft, that there never was any fuch Thiny 
intimated to Sir John." The Lord Hinchingbroke reply'd, 
that if that honourable Member would repeat his Words as he 
fpoke them, he would explain himfelf: Upon which the Mat- 
ter dropp'd. Then the Queition being put for allowing Sir 
John Blunt 1000I, it was carry'd in the Affirmative, by 138 
Votes againJl 94. * 

June 1 . En a grand Committee of the South-Sea Sufferers 
Bill, the Commons refum'd the Confideration of what Al- 
lowances Ihould be given to the late Directors out of their 
Eftates ; and, continuing in the alphabetical Order, began 
with Sir Robert Chaplin. Lord Molefworth, and Sir J 
Eyles, Member for Chippenham, having fpoke in his Favour, 
it was agreed, without dividing, to allow him 10,000 1. and 
the fame Allowance was given to Sir William Chapman, Mr 
*K 'SX. Cheiler, and Mr Child, A Motion being made to give Mr 

dV u ror'fc" 1 M " ^ ' a Porte tne ''k c Sum ' tne k° r( * Moldworth was for re- 
ducing it to 7000 1. but upon the Queftion, whether to allow 
him 1 0,000 1. or 7000 1. it was carry'd for 1 0,000 1. by 
150 Votes againfl 69. Mr Eyles's Cafe appearing in a fa- 
vourable Light, he was allow' d 20,000 1. without dividing ; 
and Mr Edmondfon's Eftate amounting to little more t 
5000 1, it was mov'd to allow him the whole, and to leave him 
cue o£ the Bui > but aftw foms X>tW&, \\,w& vgeni to a] 



ing SirR.C'lupliii, 
Ld. MoWwoilh. 
Sir Jolin£ylc3. 



Debate concern* 



Ld MoMworUi. 



Mr Eytcs'sMow- 
miice. 

Dcluteconrcrn- 



iug Mr Hawej. 

Sir rUili. Could. 



low hitn only 3000 I. J hen the Queftion was put, whether 
to allow Mr Gibbon 15,000!. or 10,000 1. and it was re- 
folv'd for the latter without dividing. It appearing that Mr Dabatelonc 
Gore and Sir William Hammond had little or no Share in j/5- £'' Gibbon, 
the fraudulent Contrivances of the leading Directors, the firft s .t w. Hlmmond, 
was aJlowM 20,000 1. the other 10,000 I. It was propos'd 
to give Mr Hawes 1 000 I. But Sir Nathaniel Gould having Delate eontem- 
obferv'd, that he was very active in the late vile Practices, 
and had occafion'd the Ruin of many People, particularly of 
feme Gentlemen he had been under in the Navy-Office, Mr Mr Da ^. 
Docmuiicque mov'd thereupon, and it was agreed, without di- 
viding, to allow him only 3 1 1. being the odd Money of the 
Particulars of his Eftate. Lord Hinchingbroke and Sir Robert Deh»re wtrB , 
Rich fpoke in Favour of Mr Horfey, and mov'd fur allowing ' ng Mr ****• 
him 1 0,000 1. which was carry'd, without dividing ; after sir'a^'g^" 1 "" 
which it was debated, whether to allow Mr Holditch 500 1. „ etaIe „**„,. 
1000L or 5000 1. the Voices were equally divided, viz. 86 "« J* Hoi*tch. 
and 86, upon which Mr Clayton, the Chairman, gave the 
calling Vote for 5000 1. 

"June z. The Commons, in a grand Committee, proceeded ortute ronccrS 
on the fame Affair, and began with Sir Theodore Janffen : ^gsrrT.jMiro. 
Mr Horatio Walpole and Sir Richard Steele having fpoke in sirk.'sttlil? 6 ' 
his Favour, they were anfuer'd by General Rofs and Sir Jo- f' T n . "J^j 
feph Jekyll ; but Mr Trcnchard moving for allowing him *^ Trenetad. 
50,000 k and the Queftion being put thereupon, it was car- 
ry'd in the Affirmative, by a Majority of 1 34. Votes againfl 
118. 

Sir Jacob Jacobfon being one of thofe who had the leaft **bM emcenv 
Share in the Management of the fraudulent Scheme, Mr n8 
Hungerford mov'd to allow him 1 1,000 1. which was all his 
Eftate, except 481 I. 4 s. which was agreed to without a 
Negative. 

Mr Ingram's Cafe being much the like, Mr Pulteney mov'd p«ta»e concern- 
for allowing him 1 2,000 I, near three fourths of his Eftate, "*' ' ina ' 
and being feconded by Lord Hinchingbroke, it was carry'd 
without dividing. 

The next was Sir John Lambert : Some Members were in- Derate c^cwr- 
elm d to believe him innocent, astothe hrft Projection of the 
villainous Scheme, and thereupon a Motion was made to give 
him z 0,000 1. fome would have redue'd it to 10,000 1. fome 
to 5000 1, and fome to 3000 1. But at laft the Queftion be- 
ing put for 5000 I. it was carry'd without dividing. 

Then it was mov'd, and carry'd without Oppofition, to Detaie :™«rn- 
aJlow Sir Harconrt Matter 5000 1. end in the fame Manner u&urifarJw 
Mr Morley had iSool. allow'd him. 

A Member having mov'd to allow Mr Page 1 0,000 1. ano- [?J -[•, ^"5^°" 
ther would have redue'd it to 5000I. but the Queftion being 

I i Y iV > 
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put, which of the two Sums mould be given him, it was 
carry "d for 10,000 1. without a Diviin n 

Col. Raymond was next ; and his Cafe appearing lam 

able Mr Hey Hi m mov'd for allowing him 30,000 1, and 

being feconded by Mr Tuffhd, Sir Ro! 1 jnd, and 

Mr Hungerford, no Oppofition was made to am's 

Motion. ,. 

After this, MrSloper mov'd for allowing Mr Read 10,000 
and, being back'd by Sir John Ward and Mr Docminkque, 
the fame was carry'd without any Debate. 

In the hi the bum of 14,000!. was allow'd 

Mr Reynolds. 

June 3. Mr Hungerford hav'tng mov'd for allowing M: 
Saw bridge 1 0,000 1, he was nppos'd by Mr Lowndes, Lord 
Moleiworth, Sir Adolphus Oughton, and Mr Horatio Wal- 
pole : But at laJl, a Member moving for 5000 1. it was agreed 
to without div iding. In the fame Manner the Sum of I 5,000!. 
was aliow'd to Mr Tillard, and 800 1, to Mr Turner, 
which was near his whole Eftate. 

Having gone through with the Directors, the Committee 
proceeded to Mr Sur-man, the Deputy Caihier, whofe Cafe 
occafion'd a Debate of about an Hour and a half. Mr Grey 
Neville, who fpoke mod in his Behalf, represented, ' That 
in the Courfe of the whole Affair he had only acled as a 
Servant, and by the Conim.ind either of Mr Knight, or of 
the Directors, and therefore ftremioufly infilled, that he 
might be left out of the Bill." Mr Arthur Moore fpoke 
Uk&wiib In his Favour, and mov'd to allow him 30.000 1. 
Mr Hungerford would have redue'd it to 20,000 1. Mr 
Lechmcre to iz,oool. another Member to 10,000 1 and 
another to 5000 I. All thefe were opposed by Sir Jofeph Je- 
kyll, Serjeant Pengelly, and Mr Horatio Walpole, who 
would not have allow'd him above zol.or 30 1. At lair, 
the Queftion being put for allowing him 5000 1. it was a- 
greed to without dividing. 

June 6- Upon hearing the Merits of the controverted 
Election of Boralllon in Devon/hire, [See Page 246-] it was 
refulv'd, that Mi Broderick was duly etefted. 

Ju'ic 10. The Commons, in a Committee of the whole 
Home, confider'd fruther of the South-Sea Sufferers Bill, 
particularly with Relation to the Allowances to be givea 
to Mr Grigfby. Mr Arthur Moore mov'd to allow him 
10,000 1. but another Member laid, ' That fince that 
Upllart was once fo prodigally vain as to bid his Coachman 
feed his Horfes with Gold, no doubt but he eould feed on 
it himfclf ; and therefore he mov'd, that he might be al- 
low'd ar, much Gold as he could eat, and that the refl of 
hh Eft&te might 20 tRWV^ *&« Relief of the Suflben/ 

ftAtt 
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After this a Motion being made for allowing him 2000 1. it 
was carried without a Divifion. 

Mr Aifiabie's Cafe came next under Confideratjon. Mr 
Robert Walpole mov'd, that fo much of his Eitate might be 
aJlow'd him, as he was poJTefs*d or" towards the End of die 
Year 1719, before the South-Sea Bill was brought in, and 
this Motion was back'd by Mr Erie, Sir Charles Hotham, 
Mr Lowndes, Mr Lechmerc, Mr Ward, and Mr Palmer. 
On the other hand, Mr Freeman mov'd, that all he had 
got fmce the Year 171 4, might be confiscated and apply'd 
to the Ufe of the Publick ; and he was fupported by Sir 
Jofeph Jekyll, who urg'd ' That it wis in the Power of 
the Lords of the Treafury to have prevented the Mifchief 
that had been done by the Directors. ' Mr Broderick, Mr 
Sloper, Sir William Wyndham, and fome others, fpoke on 
the fame Side, and the Queilion being put, that all the Mate 
which Mr Aiflabie was poiTefs'd of in the Year 171 9, be 
left for him and his Family ; the fame, upon a Divifion, 
was carry'd in the Negative by a Majority of 1 8 Votes. 
Then another Motion was made, and the Queftion put, for 
allowing him and his Family all the Eitate he was polfefs'd 
of on the 20th of October 171 8, which was carry 'd in the 
Affirmative by a Majority of 1 1 3 Voices againit 95. 

The following is the Balance of the Eitates of the late 
Sub-Governor, Deputy -Governor, Directors, Deputy-Caftiier, 
and Accomptant, of the South-Sea Company, as delivered 
upon Oath to the Barons of the Exchequer ; together with 
the Allowance made, by the Committee, to each Perfon out 
of their refpeftivc Elhites. 
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Mr Erie. 

Sir C, Hotfcun. 
Mr Lawnitt. 
Mr Lechmerc. 
Mr Ward. 
Mr PJwer. 
Mr Freeman, 
Sir J. Jekyll, 

Mr BrodMJck. 
Sir W. Wyndham 



Perfons. 




Eitates. 


Allowances. 






1 s. d.q. 


1 j. a. 


Sir John Fellows, Sub 
Governor 


} 


243,006 00 06 


IOOOO 00 


Charles Joye, Efq; De- 
puty-Governor 


* 


40I 05 02 OO 


5000 00 


Mr Aftcl 




27750 19 oS£ 


5000 00 


Sir John Blunt 




185349 10 o8£ 


IOOO 00 


Sir Lambert BLackwell 




19 17 11 


IOOOO OO 


Sir Robert Chaplin 




45875 1+ 05 


IOOOO OO 


Sir William Chapman 




39161 06 08 § 


IOOOO OO 


Mr Chefter 




140372 15 c6 


IOOOO 00 


Mr Child 




52437 19 01 


IOOOO OO 0) 


Mr De la Porte 




17151 04 06 


IOOOO 00 


Mr Eyles 




34329 16 07 


20000 00 


Mr Edmondfon 




5365 00 00 


3000 00 


Mr Gibbon 




106543 05 06 


IOOOO 00 




I 
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Perform. 

Mr Gore 

Mr Hawcs 

Sir William Hammond 

Mr Horfey 

Mr Holditch 

Sir Theodore janflen 

Sir Jacob JaCobfon 

Mr Ingram 

Sir John Lambert 

Sir Harcourt Mait«r 

Mr Morley 

Mr Page 

Col. Raymond 

Mr Read 

Mr Reynolds 

Mr Sawbridge 

Mr Tillard 

Mr Turner 

Mr Snrman, Deputy- 

Calhlcr 
Mr John Grigfhy, Ac- 

comptant. 



} 
} 
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Eflates. 
/. t. J.q. 
38936 15 05 

4OO3I OO 02^ 
22707 04 C2 
I9962 05 03 

39527 to 04 

243244 03 II 
1 1 48 1 04 OO 
16795 00 °° 
72508 01 05 

I 1814 1 2 03^ 

1869 IO 03 

34817 12 03^ 

64373 06 03 

1 17297 16 OO 

18368 13 cz\ 

77254 01 08 

19175 14 04 

881 17 06 

I z 1 321 1 O OO 

31687 06 00 



Allowances. 

/. *. ,/. 

20GOO OO O 

31 OO 2 

I OOOO OO O 

1 0000 00 o 

5000 00 © 

50000 00 o 

1 I 000 00 o 

1 2000 00 o 

5000 00 

5000 OO o 

1 800 00 

I 0000 00 o 

30000 00 o 

10000 00 o 

I 4OO0 00 o 

5000 00 o 

1 £|00Q 00 O 
8ao 00 o 

5000 00 o 
2000 00 O 



June 16. Mr Methuen deliver' d to the Houfe the fol- 
lowing Mefiage from his Majefty, viz. 

GEORGE R. « 

KinriMeffajeibr a "1 TlsMajcfty having taken the firft Opportunity upon 
35SS[fa J fa!tf. " ll the Death of the late King of Sweden, to renew the 
fyingihe Ownco^ « ancient Alliances between this Kingdom and Sweden, and 
«» ae cumt of the ** having ilipulated by a Treaty to pay a Subfidy to that 
" Crown, hath ordered that Treaty to be laid before the 
** Houi'e of Commons, and hopes, from their known Zeal 
*' and Affeftion for die Proteltant Religion, and the true 
" Jntereft of rheir Country, that they will enable him to 
** make good the Engagements he has enter'd into upon this 
" Creation. 

" His Majeily being inform 'd that two Ships call'd The 
• { Erijiol Mtrtbant and Turkey Merchant, now lying under 
" Quarantine, did arrive from Cyprus, and other Parts of 
«' Turky, infefted with the Plague, and have Cotton, Wool, 
4S and other Goods on Board which are dangerous to fpread 
" the Infection ; and conceiving it neceflary, for the Pre- 
" fervation of the Health of his Subjects, that the faid Ships 
" and their Ladings be burnt and deftroy'd, and that a rea- 

fouable. 
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*' fonable Sati^facltion be given to the Owners, hath, by Ad- Anno-, c eo . j. 
" vice of his Privy-Council, caus'd the Value thereof to be 
** computed by his Majeity's Officers, and order'd thofe 
" Computations to be laid before the Houie of Commons, 
" that Provihon may be made for fatisfying the fame. 

Moft of the Members, who expctted a MeiHige of another 
Nature, and that they were to be acquainted with the near 
Profpeft of a Peace in the North, were not a little furpriz'd 
at this Demand of a Subfidy for Sweden : Here.pon the 
Confideration of the faid Meflage was put off to the next 
Day j and Mr Methuen having, with the faid Meflagc, de- 
liver'd the feveral Papers, with a Schedule of them, the 
fame was read, and it was order'd, That the faid Papers 
do lie on the Table, to be perus"d by the Members of the 
Houfe- 

Jum j j. The Houfe proceeded to coniider the King's 
Meflage of the Day before, which was again read by Mr 
Speaker. The Copy of the Treaty between Great Britain and 
Sweden, January zi, ijiq-zo, and of its leparate Articles, 
were alfo read: And a Motion being made, ' That 
a Supply be granted to his Majefty, to make good the En- 
gagements he had enter'd into with the Crown of Sweden ; 
and to give a reafonable Satisfaction to the Owners, of the 
Ships Calfd, The Brtftol Merchant, and The Turkey Merchant, 
in cafe it were found heceflary for the Prefervation of the 
Health of Ids Majeity's Subjects, tliat the faid Ships and their 
Ladings mould be burnt and deftroyed-' This Motion utca- 
fion'd a long Debate. Mr Shippen, Sir William Wyndham, Debate themm. 
Sir Jofephjekyll, Lord Molefwcrth, and Mr Butler, Member Mr sUmo. 
for Suflex, who were againfl the Motion, defir'd to know, ^fuffi** 
* Whether we were to give 72,000 1. to Sweden, besides the j-crf Mowcwonh. 
maintaining a great Fleet with 6000 Seamen in theBakick, 
which they thought a fufheient Charge to the Nation, with- 
out paying fo great a Subfidy ? Urging, ' That before this 
laic Treaty with Sweden, there had been a Rupture between 
the two Nations ; and Hoftilitics and great Depredations 
committed by the Swedifh Privateers on our Merchants ; fo 
that before a ny Subfidy be given to that Crown, Accounts 
ought firli to be ibitcd and fettled, and it might appear upon 
the Balance, that Sweden is indebted to us.' To this it was 
anfwer'd, by Mr Robert Walpolc, Mr Hoiatio Walpole, Mr 
Lechmere, Lord Barrington, and other Courtiers, ' That the m e 
Subfidy allowed to Sweden by this laft Treaty, and the Squa- J£ { 
dron fent to their AlMance, was no more than had, been iU- u - ■"•fash* 
pulatcd by former Engagements ; but that the faid Subfidy 
was not like to be demanded any more, the Preliminaries of 

3* 
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the Peace between the Czir of Mufcovy and the Crown 
Sweden, being in a manner fettled. Neither did the King 
defire any new Tax for it, the Land and Mult-Tax be- 
Mr r. Waipoie. m Z fu^cient to anfwer all this Year's Expences.' Mr R. Wal- 
pole added, ' That he was extremely glad, he could at the 
fame Time acquaint theHoufe, that his Majeity's Endeavours 
to procure a general Peace had been (a fuccefsful, that an ad- 
vantageous Treaty with Spain was actually agreed on and 
fign'd.' Hereupon the Motion for a Supply being carried 
without a Divifion, the next Que(Hon was, that the Hoafe go 
into a Committee to confjder of tnat Motion : The Country 
Party would fain have put it off to a long Day j but the 
Courtiers having moVd for the 19th, it was carried without 
dividing. 

June tg. The Commons went into a Committee of the 
whole Houfe to confider of the Motion for a Supply ; and 
at the feme Time took into Confideration both his Majefty's 
Meffage, and the late Treaty with Sweden, upon which 
& ™: J v /^i«n>- there arofe a very warm Debate. Sir William Wvndham 
declar d himlelf againit the Subfidy to Sweden, as an unne- 
eeflary Charge; and Lord Molefworth went to the Bottom 
of, and laid open, the whole Affair of the Northern War. Hi. 
Lordfhip laid, ' That he would go as far as any Man to main- 
tain and fupport the Honour and Dignity of the Crown of 
Great Britain ; but that, on the other Hand, he was not for 
fquandring away unnecelTarily the final] Remainder of the 
Wealth of the Nation. That by our late Conduct we are 
become the Allies of the whole World, and the' Bubbles of 
all our Allies: But when we have Occafion for our Allies, we 
are obliged to pay them well ; and to that Purpofe his Lord- 
fhip inftane'd in the Dutch Troop;, that came over to our 
A Alliance in the late Rebellion.' He added, * That as to 
our Alliances with Sweden, it was a Matter of great Intrica- 
cy and Nicety ; becaufe the Treaties which England has, in 
divers Times, made with Sweden, are partly contradictory ;" 
and thereupon his Lordlhip entred into a Detail of the Trea- 
ties of Rofchild and Travendall, made in the Reigns of King 
Charles TI. and William III. ' That the Engagements lately 
entred into with the Crown of Sweden were likewjfe, in fome 
Meafure, contrary to the Treaties fubfifting with Denmark ; 
particularly as to the feeuring to I he Duke of Holftein the 
Dutchy of Slefwick ; and dire&ly oppofite to the Meafures 
formerly concerted with the Czar of Mufcovy, in. order to 
engnge him to check the Fiercenefs and Ambition of the 
Snte King of Sweden. That, after all, it fcenYd unreafon- 
?.ble to expect .that the Czar Ihould reitore his Concjuefe, 
uhtUt other Princes kept the Spoils of Sweden : And there- 
iStfr in order to tn£?^<: tbs Cim to-^vdd^hat he had gair.'d, 
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c juii that the King of PruiTia ihould give up Stetirt* 
and the Elector of Hanover, Bremen, and Werden. His 
Lordihip own'd, that the diibefs'd Condition to which the 
Swedes had been redue'd, was really worthy of Companion : 
But that, on the other Hand, it mutt be conftder'd, that they 
had been, in great meafure, the Authors of their own Mis- 
fortunes, by their tame SubmiiRon to a defpotick, tyrannical 
Prince, and by Sacrificing their whole Subilance to enable 
him to carry on his unjuit, rafh, and ambitious Defigns ; and 
that any Nation who follow" d their Example deferv'd the 
fame Fate. To this Purpofe, his Lordihip took Notice of 
the hard Ufage of the Subjects of Mecklenburgh from their 
Prince, which by the way, he ihrewdly inftnuated to have 
been one of the Caufes of the late Rupture with the Czar ; 
but that after all, England ought not to intermeddle with the 
Affairs of the Empire, that the getting Naval Stores for our 
Shipping was the main Advantage we reap'd from our Trade 
in the Balrick : And he own'd that Hemp was a very necef- 
fary Commodity, particularly at this Juncture, [At this Ex- 
prejfiw there luat a general Laugh] but that, in his Lord- 
fiiip's Opinion, if due Encouragement were given to fome of 
Our Plantations in America, we might be fupply'd from 
thence, at a much cheaper Rate than from Sweden or Nor- 
way.' Mr Robert Walpolc, and Mr H. Walpole anfwer'd 
Lord Molefworth ; who being fupportedby Sir Jofeph JekyD, 
Mr Lechmere reply'd to the latter ; and the Queltion being 
put. That a Supply be granted to his Majelry to enable him to 
make good the Engagements he has entred into with the 
Crown of Sweden ? It was carry'd in the Affirmative, by 
197 Voices againll 1 36. Then another Queilicn being put, 
I a Supply be granted to his Majeity, to be apply'd to the 
Satisfaction of the Mailers, Owner?, and Freighters of the 
Ships Brijiol Merchant , and Turkey Mertha/it, which are in- 
tended to be burnt anddeliroy'd for Prei'ervation of his Ma- 
jelly's Subjeclts againll the Plague ; It was carry'd without Op- 
pofition. 

June 20. Mr. Farrer reported the two Refolutions before- 
recited for granting a Supply to his Majdty, for the Pur- 
flplas therein mentioned, which were agreed to. 

June 2 1 . The Commons, in a grand Committee, confi- 
der'd of the Supply, and rdblv'd to grant to his Majeity, 
I. A Sum not exceeding 72,0001. to enable him to make ^'^^buj"^ 
good the Engagements he had entred into with the Crown 
of Sweden. H. A Sum not exceeding 23,935!. to be ap- 
ply'd to the Satisfaction of the Owners of the two Ships, 
which were to be burnt and deftroy'd, for the Prefervation 
of his Majefty'i Subject againft the Plague. 

June 
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Junt 22. Mr Farrer reported the two foregoing Rcfolu 
tions, which being agreed to, Mr Loundes made a Motion 
for adding a Claufe to the Malt-Bill* for enabling the Cora 
pany of York Buildings to difpofe of Part of the forfeited 
Eilates by them purchafed, by felling Annuities by Way of 
^Tiudfwhi"d,' Lottery : This was oppos'd by Mr Arthur Moore, and fomc 
67 tv » y * fU;Icry - other Members; but Mr Hutchefon and MrLechmereha 
ving back'd Mr Loundcs's Motion, the fame upon a Diviiion 
was carry'd by a Majority of go Voices againft 66, and af- 
terwards pafs'd into a Law. 

June 28. The Houfe went through all the Schedules of 
the Eftates of the late Sub-Governor, Deputy- Governor, 
Directors, &c. of the South-Sea Company, and agreed with 
\\, s7r""L7m- the Committee, as to the Allowances given them, [Seep 
luou'ilrf 1 2 5* ] except Mr A ft ell's, to whom they gave 10,000 1. Sir 
Lambert Blackwell, who had 15,000 I. Sir John Blunt, who 
got 5000 1. and Mr Hawes 5000 1. It was mov'd to reduce 
Sir Theodore Janffen's Allowance to 30,000 1. but upon a 
Divifion, it wis carry'd in the Negative by a great Majority. 
Then a Claufe was offered by Colonel Earle, to be ad- 
ded to the Bill, in favour of Mr Aiflabie, viz. for excepting 
from tlte Forfeiture, his Country Houfe, Gardens, and Park, 
as alfo his Lady's Jewels and Houfhold Goods ; which was 
brought up and read, and a Debate ariftng thereupon, the 
fame was adjourn'd to the next Day, when, it was agreed 
to without any Divifion. 
This being over, the Remainder of the Sitting was fpetit in 
2^te's!sjitrftou? a Debate of near three Hours upon the Queltion, whether as 
the Bill ftood, to veil the forfeited Eftates in Truftees, or to 
mulct the late Director, and others, at a certain Sum i A 
Claufe for the Mul£t was offer'd by Mr Hutchefon, who pro- 
pos'd a Million and Half Sterling, Sir Thomas Crofs mov'd 
for 1,400,000 b bat not agreeing upon the Sum, the Debate 
was adjourn'd to the third of July. 
Debate eoncrmimr July 3. The Houfe refum'd the adjourn'd Debate upon the 
fir&W*E*»te, C)aufc ofFer » d tQ ^ added t0 thfi Sufferers Bill, viz. That the 

Eftate of which the late Mr Craggs, fenior, was poffefsM in 
October 1 7 1 9, be veiled in the Hands of the Truftees ap- 
pointed by this Bill to difpofe of the Eftates of the late Di- 
reclors ; which being ftrenuoufly oppos'd by the Court Party. 
was, upon a Divifion, carry'd in the Negative, by 104 Voices 
againft: go. 

Then Sir John Eyles, Bart. *„ Member for Chippen- 
hnm, propos'd, That a Claufe for veiling the Mates of the 
forfeiting Perfons in themfclves, and only laying a Mulct up- 
on 
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on them, might be read, which being done accordingly, Sir 
Thomas Crofs, Member for Weftminiter, fpoke to ir, and 
fuggefted, ' That it were more advantageous to the Publick, 
either to mulft the Directors, or to allow them 1 5 per Cent, 
out of their Eilates for prompt Payment:' But this being warm- 
ly oppoi'd by Mr JefTop \, Member for Aldbrough, Mr Mil- 
ner, Sir Nathaniel Gould, and Lord Molefworth, the Mo- 
tion for reading the laid Claufe a fecond Time was rejected 
without a Divifion. 

July 6. The engrailed Sufferers Bill was read a third Time 
with a new Title, viz. A Bill, For raijing Money upon the 
EJiates of tbe late Sub-Governor, Deputy-Governor, D/rec- 
tort, Src. which, with other Amendments, was pals'd'and 
fcnt up to the Lords by Mr Clayton. It is obfervable, that 
after the third Reading over of the whole Bill, which took up 
above two Hours, Mr Mtlner propos'd a Rider to be added 
to it, importing, That the Houlhold Goods, Plate, Linen, 
ice. of the Directors, might be excepted out of die Billj 
but this Motion was rejected with Difdain. 

July 1 1 . Mr Methuen acquainted the Houfe, That^ he 
had a Meflagc fign'd by his Majefly, which was read by 
Mr Speaker as follows : 

GEORGE R. 
"1 T Is Majefly finds it nccelTary to acquaint his loyal ]h £u?in^ !** 
" X. A Houfe of Commons with the Difficulties he labours Civa ui DcU*. 
" under, by Reafon of Debts contracted in his Civil Go- 
■■ vernment, which being computed to Lady-Day laft, do 
«' amount to more than five hundred and fifty thoufand 
41 Pounds. 

" If the Provifion, made by an Act of the laft Seffion of 
" Parliament, for difcltarging this Debt, had not hitherto 
" prov'd in a very great Degree ineffectual, his Majelty 
" had not been under a Neceflity of applying again to Par- 
ti liament upon this Occafion 1 but being refblv'd to caufr a 
" Retrenchment to be made of his Civil Lilt Expenses for 
" the future, and finding that fuch a Retrenchment cannot 
" well be effected, without difcharging the prefent Arrears, 
" has order' d the Accounts thereof to be laid before the 
"' Houfe, and hopes he may be impower'd to raife ready 
" Money for that Purpofe, on the Civil Lift. Revenues ; 
** which, to avoid the laying any new Burden on his People, 
" his Majeity propofes IhaD be replac'd to the Civil Lift, and 
" reimburs'd, by a Deduction to be made out of the Salaries 
■« and Wages of all Offices, and the Penfions, and other 
,:n the CrtTI 
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After tlte reading of this MeiTnge, Mr Shippen ftood up, 
and took Notice of this new and unufual Method of alk- 
ing for Money, not from the Throne, and, at the Beginning 
of a Scffion, as it had always been the Cuftom in former 
Reign* ; but now, by a Menage, towards the End of the 
Sefllon, when moft of the Members were gone Home : ' Look 
round abonr the Houfe, Gentlemen, faid he, and fee how 
few Members are prcfent, when ;l Buftnefs of this Confequence 
is to be debated.' But betides the L'nfeafonablencfs of the 
Time, Mr Shippen obferv'd, * That this Meflage was no 
left extraordinary as to another Circumftance : For whereas 
the Ways and Means of railing Supplies were always left to 
the Commons ; here, not only the Sum, but the Way of 
railing it, was pointed out to them, which was making the 
Houfe a perfect Parliament of Paris. That if Things were 
brought to that Pafs, it might be eafy for any King, when- 
tvev bethought fit, to make himfetf arbitrary, and abfolute 
Mailer of onr Liberties and Properties : Concluding, he was 
furc, that the Gendeman, who had advis'd the aiking for 
fuch a Sum, in that Maimer, [meaning Mr Robert Walpole] 
would have been of a quite contrary Mind four Years ago ; 
[Seep. 1 3 8. J but that it was ufual for Men's Judgments to 
alter as their Interefts lead them.' But Mr Shippen not being 
feconded, it was refolv'd to take the King's Meftage into Con- 
fideration the next Day, in a Committee of the whole Houfe. 

July 12, The Commons, in a Grand Committee, took the 
faid Account and Meffage into Confideration -, and Mr Ship- 
pen having fpoke much to the fame Purpofe, as he did the 
Day before, was anfwer'd by Mr Robert Walpole, who 
fhew'd the Occafion, and Rcafonablenefs of the King's Mef- 
fage, the Tendemefs and Regard his Majeiby exprek'd in it 
for the Eafe of his Subjects, and the Neceflity of complying 
with his Majefly's gracious Defues and Intentions. He was 
feCO.vded by Mr Lowndes, who faid, ' That Six-pence in the 
Pound On all the Civil Lift Funds, would anfwer the Purpofe ; ' 
but Mr Pulteney, and Sir Jofeph Jekyll, were of Opinion 
that it would not do, and therefore they mov'd for One 
Shilling in the Pound ; adding, * That if this were too much 
for the prefent Occafion, the Overplus might go towards the 
Difcharge of the Publick Debts.* Mr Sloper upon this laft 
Confideration, mov'd for One Shilling and Six-pence in the 
Pound, and that the Tax might extend to all Military Offi- 
cers, whofe Pay was above Ten Shillings a Day. This 
being oppos'd by Mr R. Walpole, Mr Sloper anfwer'd him, 
and Mr Lowndes reply 'd to Mr Sloper, whofe Motion 
was back'd by Mr Arthur Moore *, Member for Grimily, 

and 
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and Mr Heme ; but Mr Walpole, and Mr Lowndes, having 
again replied, Mr Sloper*s Motion was dropt. Then the 
Queition was put, whether one Shilling, or Six-Pence in the 
Pound, be laid on all Payments out of the Civil Lift ; and it 
was carried for one Shilling, by one Voice only, viz. 1 1 1 
Votes againft no. After this, the main Queftion was put, 

* That one Shilling in the Pound be given on all Payments 
out of the Civil Lift, towards a Fund tor paying the lntercli 
of* 500,0001. and for finking Part of the National Debts, 
which was carried by 153 Voices againft 63. 

July 1 4. Mr. Farrer reported the Refolution of the faid 
Committee, for a Tax of One Shilling in the Pound on all 
Payments out of the Civil Lift : Upon which Mr. Lowndes 
moved, That the Houfe do not agree with the Committee in 
the faid Refolution, and that the faid Tax be ulter'd to Six- 
pence in the Pound. Hereupon Mr. Hungerford took Notice, 

* That this Tax was inconfiftent with the Refolution taken 
this Seftionlbr a Land-Tax, importing. That Three Shillings 
in the Pound, and no more, be laid on all Lands, Salaries, 
Penfione, &c. That there was, indeed, an Inftance of fuch a 
Tax in the late Queen's Reign, when 500,000 1. were railed 
much in the fame Manner, for the Civil Lift ; but that this 
Was then called Robinifm, [the Eqrt of Oxford's Name, who 
nvai then Prime Minijler^ being Robert'] and he fear'd this 
would bear the fame Name.' Mr. Treby * anfwer'd Mr. 
Hungerford, as Mr. Clayton, Member for Woodftock did Mr. 
Treby, who was anfwcr'd by Mr. Henry Pelhain -J-, and the 
latter by the Lord Stanhope -f-f, Hereupon Mr. Robert Wal- 
pole anfwer'd moil of the Objeclions that had been offer 'don 
the oppofing Side. But Mr. Pultcney obferv'd, * That he 
had not always been of the Opinion he now fcem'd to be of; 
that his Mind alter'd as he was in, or out of Place ; and as he 
might be out in a Twelve-month's Time, fo he might then 
be of another Opinion.' To this Mr. R. Walpole reply'd, 

* That it was poflible, indeed, he might be out again : But 
whenever that happen'd, he mould be glad to refign to 
a Perfon of fo much Merit as Mr. Pulteney." The latter re- 
turn'd the Compliment ; after which, Sir jofeph Jekyll 
fpoke for the Motion of One Shilling in the Pound ; but the 
Queftion being put thereupon, it was carry'd in the Negative, 
by a Majority of 132 Voices againft 83. And then it was 
refolv'd, without dividing, That His Majefty be enabled to 
raife any Sum not exceeding 500,000 1. to discharge the Ar- 
rears and Debts upon the Civil Lift, by caufuig a Deduction, 
not exceeding Six- pence in the Pound, to be made out of 

LK. k 2 Salaries, 
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abm 7. Geo. i. Salaries, Wages, Penfions or other Payments from the Crown : 
t-J^L. And a Bill was ordered to be brought in accordingly. 

July 2 r . The Bill for the (aid Tax was read the third 
Time, pafsM, and fent up to the Lords- 
The h.uS) on. J*!} 2 ^- ^he Houfe prefented to the King an AdJrefs, 
lent i6 the Kim; !B reprefenting the State of the publick Credit, and their Refolu- 
tetfcflfcte" r"hc tions thereto relating, the Particulars of which may be found 
hhiftcntu. in Ae y 0TES f this Seflion ; and alfo to requeft the King, 
That as the eftablifh'd Rules of Parliament made it imprac- 
ticable for them to prepare Bills for the Royal ArTent during 
this Seflion, for fome of thePurpofes contain'd in thofe Reso- 
lutions, his Majefty would be pleafed, as foonas the publick 
and private Bills depending were difpatch'd, to give them an 
early Opportunity of perfecting that great and neceflary Work. 
July 29. The King came to the Houfe of Peers, and the 
Commons attending, the Speaker, upon presenting the Civil 
Lift Bill to his Majefty, made the following Speech. 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 
*{££$£ * X70UR Majefb/s moft Dutiful and Loyal Subjects, the 
KT^lu, ' X Commons ofGreat Britain in Parliament aflemblcd, 

* being fenfible of the great Debt upon the Civil Lilt, oc- 

* cafion'd by^the Calamity of the Times, which has dif- 

* abled the two Companies of Aflurance to make good the 

* Money which they had ftipulated to pay to the Crown, 

* which, if it had been infilled on, would have otcafion'd 

* the Ruin of many Families, and would confequently have 

* been a great Obftru&ion to Trade i And your Majefty 

* having always had fo much Goodnefs, as rather to wave 

* your own Right, than to exact it, to the Prejudice of your 

* faithful Subje£b 5 We have therefore, to make good that 

* Lofs, given your Majefty, and we humbly pray, that your 

* Majefty would be gracioufly pleafed to accept of, Six-pence 

* in the Pound, to be paid out of the Civil Lift, from your 

* Faithful Commons, who will be always ready to fupport 

* your Majefty and your Government.' 

After which the Royal A (Tent was given to an A&, For 
raijtng Money upon the Efates of the late Sub-Governor, 
Deputy-Governor, Directors, Cajhier, Deputy-Cajhier, and 
Jccomptant of the South-Sea Company, and of John dijla- 
bie, Efq; and tikrwife of "James Craggs, Senior, Efq\ deceased, 
towards making Good the great Lofs and Damage fujlain'd by 
the faid Company ; and for di fabling fuch of the faid Per font 
as are living, to hold any Ojfice or Place of Truji under the 
Cronvn, or to Jit or vote in Parliament for the future ; and 
for ether Purpojis in the faid A& exprefs'd; And to five other 
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you judg'd proper. I was, at the fame Time, willing and 

defirous, by my Free and General Pardon, to give Eafe and 

Quiet to the reft of my Subjects, many of whom ma.}, in 
" fuch a general Infatuation, have been unwarily drawn in 
** to trani greft the Laws. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

" I return you my hearty Thanks for the Supplies you 
" have granted for the current Service of this Year; and 
** particularly for your enabling me to difcharge the Debts 
" and Arrears on the Civil Lilt, and to make Good the En- 
" gagements I was under for procuring Peace in the North, 
" which, in all Probability, will now very foon be concluded. | 
" Thefe Inftances of your faithful Endeavours to fupport the I 
" Honour and Dignity of the Crown, at Home and Abroad, 
*■ are frelh Marks of your Zeal and Affection to my Peiibn 
" and Government. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" I take this Opportunity of acquainting you, that we 
*' have renew'd all our Treaties of Commerce with Spin 
'* upon the fame Foot as they were fettled before the late 
u War ; which mult neceffarily prove an immediate and 
" valuable Advantage to the Trade and Manufactures of this 
tf Kingdom. 

" I earneftly recommend to you all, in your feveral Stati- 
" ons, to fupprefs Profanenefs and Immorality, and topreferve 
" the Peace and Quiet of the Kingdom. 

« You are all fenfible* that the Discontents occafion'd by 
" the great Lolfes that many of my Subjects have fuftain'd 
" have been induftrioufly rais'd and inflam'd by malicious and 
" feditious Libels $ but I make no doubt, but that, by your 
" prudent Conduct in your feveral Countries, all the Enemies 
" of my Government, who flatter'd themfelves they mould 
" be able to take Advantage from our Misfortunes, and blow 
" up the Sufferings of my people into Popular Difcontenr 
n and Difaffection, will be difoppointed in their wicked j ' 
" Deiigns and Expectations. 

And then the Lord Chancellor prorogued the Parliament 
to the 19th Day of October. 
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And then the Lord Chancellor prorogued the Parliament Anw *. ceo. i. 
to the 31ft. 

July 3 1 . The King came to the Houfe of Peers and made 
the following Speech. 



« 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 

THE Occahon of my calling you together again fo T 3l «, Kin E'*sp«ck 
rill- • A r ^ <- '" Ani f a w *• 

fuddenly, 15 to give you an Opportunity of refunv 

ing the Conilderation of the State of Publick Credit. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

" The Progrefs that you made in this Affair during the 

laft Seilion, laid fuch a Foundation of this necefTary Work, 

that the World is fully appriz'd of what is reasonably to be 

hoped for at this prefent Conjuncture. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" I mull recommend to you all pofliblc Difpatch, and am 

■ perfwaded that at this Seafon ut the Year, your Delibe- 

" ration will be confin'd tt> what is abfplutely necelTary upon 

«' this extraordinary Occanon." 

The Commons being retum'd to their Houfe, refolv'd them- 
felves into a Grand Committee on his Majefty's Speech, and 
came to feveral Refolutions thereupon- for the re-eftabliihing 
publick Credit, which afterwards pall into a Law. 

Aagufl 10. The King came to the Houfe of Peers, with 
the ufual State and Solemnities, and the Commons being fent 
for up, and attending, the Lord High Chancellor, by his Ala- 
jelly's Command, read the following Speech to both Houfes. 



I 



" 



.< 



My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Am glad that the Bufinefs of this and the former SeiTion 
is at length brought to fuch a Period, that I have now The King's sped, 
an Opportunity of giving you fome Recefs, after the great *lJt$$i 3Ut£ 
Pains you have taken in the Service of the Publick. 
*« The Common Calamity, occahon 'd by the wicked Exe- 
cution of the South-Sea Scfceme, was become fo very great 
before your Meeting, that the providing proper Remedies 
for it was very difficult : Bat it is a great Comfort to me, 
to obferve, that Publick Credit now begins to recover ; 
which gives me the greateft Hopes that it will be entirely 
rcftor'd, when all the Provifions you have made for that 
End, ihall be duly put in Execution. 

11 I have great Companion for the Sufferings of the Inno- 
cent, and a juft Indignation againil the Guilty ; and have 
readily given my Afl'ent to fuch. Bills as you have prefented 
to me, lor punching the Authors of our late Misfortunes, 
and for obtaining the Recitation and Satisfaction due to 
thofe who have been injur'd by them, in bGhMa&nex a& 
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SPEECHES and DEBATES 

In the Sevent.h Session of the 
Ftrffi Tarliament of King George I. 

ON the 19th of October the Parliament being met, auo s. a*. 1. 
the King came to the Houfe of Peers, and the Com- 
mons attending, his Majefty, by the Mouth of the 
Lord High Chancellor, made the following Speech to both 
Houfes. 



opening the Se- 

KathSelHen. 



My Lord g and Gentlemen, 

I Acquainted you, when we parted la ft, with our having KjnfftjPgHty 
renew'd all our Treaties of Commerce with Spain ; 
fince which, Peace is happily reftor'd in the North, by 
the Conclufion of the Treaty between the Czar and the 
King of Sweden ; and by that which I have made with, 
the Moors, a great Number of my Subjefts are deliver'd 
from Slavery j and all fuch of them as trade to thofe 
Farts of the World, are, for the future, fecur'd from 
falling under that dreadful Calamity. 
*' In this Situation of Afiairs we mould be extremely 
wanting to ourfelves,. if we neglected to improve the fa- 
vourable Opportunity, which this general Tranquility 
gives us, of extending our Commerce, upon which the 
Riches and Grandeur of this Nation chiefly depend. It 
is very obvious, that nothing would more conduce to the 
obtaining fo publick a Good, than to make the Exporta- 
tion of our own Manufactures, and the Importation of 
the Commodities ufed in the Manufacturing of them, ax 
practicable and eafy as may be ; by this Means, the Ba- 
lance of Trade may be preferv'd in our Favour, our Na- 
vigation increas'd, and greater Numbers of our Poor 
em ploy 'd. 

" I rnuft therefore recommend it to you, Gentlemen or 
the Houfe of Commons, to confider how far the Duties 
upon thefe Branches may be taken off, and replac'd, with- 
out any Violation of publick Faith, or laying any new 
Burthen upon my People. And I promiie myfclf, that 
by a due Confideration of this Matter, the Produce of 
thofe Duties, compar'd with the infinite Advantages 1 
will accrue to the Kingdom by their being taken off", will 
be found fo inconfiderable, as to leave little Room for any 
Difficulties or Objeftions. 

" Ik 
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" The fupplying ourfelves with naval Stores, upon Terms 
the mod eafy and lcaft precarious, feems highly to deferve 
the Care and Attention of Parliament. Our Plantations 
** in America naturally abound with mod of the proper 
'* Materials for this neceflary and elTential Part of our Trade 
" and Maritime Strength ; and if, by due Encouragement, 
" we could be furnim'd from thence with thofe naval Stores, 
4f which. 1 we arc now oblig'd to purchafe, and bring from 
* ( foreign Countries, it would not only greatly contribute to 
** die Riches, Influence, and Power of this Nation, but, 
** by employing our own Colonies in this ufeful and advan- 
" tageous Service, divert them from fctting up, and carry 
** ing on Manufactures which directly interfere with thofe of 
" Great-Britain. 

Gendemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
" It will be a great Pleafure to me, if, in raifing the Sup- 
M phes of this Year, it may be fo order'd, that ray People 
" may reap fome immediate Benefit from the prefent Cir- 
,c cumftances of Affairs Abroad. I have order'd Eftimates 
" to be prepar'd for the Service of the enfuing Year, and 
•* likewife an Account of the Debts of the Navy, to be 
i( laid before you. You cannot but be fenfible of the ill 
"* Confequcnces that arife from fuch a large Debt remain. 
** ing unprovided for ; and that as long as the Navy and 
** Victualling Bills are at a very high Dilcount, they do 
" not only affect all other publick Credit, but greatly in- 
** create the Charge and Expence of the current Service. 
" It is therefore very much to be wiftYd, that you could 
** find a Method of difcharging this Part of the National 
M Debt, which, of all others, is the moll heavy and bur- 
" thenfome, and by that Means have it in your Power to 
" eafe your Country of fome Part of the Taxes, which 
" from an abfolute Neceflity, they have been oblig'd to 
*' pay. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

'.' The unfpeakable Mifery and Defolation that has of 

*' late rag'd in fome Parts of Europe, cannot but be a fuffi- 

cient Warning to us, to ufe all poflible Precautions to 
" prevent the Contagion from being brought in among us ; 

1 or if thefe Kingdoms (hould be vifited with fuch a 

*' Calamity, to be in a Condition, with the Bleffing of God, 
*' to flop its farther Progrefs. And as all other Provifions 
" will be altogether vain and fruitlefs, if the abominable 
11 Practice of running of Goods be not, at once, total) 
" fupprefs'd, I moll earncftly recommend to you, to let no 
" other Confideration fland in Competition with a due Care 
M Of prefcrving fo many Uioufafld Lives. 

« The 



" The feveral Affairs which I have mentioned to you, 
•* being of the higheft and moft immediate Concern to 
" the whole Kingdom, I doubt not but you will enter into 
** the Consideration of" them with that Temper, Unanimity, 
" and Difpatch, that the Neccffity and Importance of them 
'* require." 

The Commons being return 'd to their Houfe, Sir George sir George oiw 
Oxenden, Member for Sandwich, movM for an Addrei's of Ad<it™s" u ' "* 
'J hunks, which was unanimoully agreed to. 

03. 20. Sir George Oxenden, Chairman of the Com- wucfc being re- 
mittee appointed to draw up the faid Addrefs, reported the K^L^", 
fame to the Houfe, and upon the Speaker's putting the otgrffcwa UreMtg.. 
Queftion, Whether this mould pafs as the Addrefs of the 
Houfc ? Mr Arthur Moore, Member for Grim (by, find, ' He 
thought the Exprelllons relating to the preventing Running 
of Goods were too general ; and that, in his Opinion, the 
bell Way to prevent that pernicious Practice, was to take off 
fome of the high Duties, whereby the Temptation to Smug- 
gling would very much abate ; fince People would not think 
it worth their while to run great Hazards for a fmali Gain. 
And bcfidef, if the Duties were leflen'd, the Importation, 
in all Probability, would incrrafe proportionably t fo that 
the Cuftoms might amount to as much, with a frnaller Duty, 
as they do at prefent ; and if they did not, Ways might be 
found to make up the Deficiency to the Crown.' Nothing 
of Moment was offer' d againft this Speech ; but, the Houfe 
not thinking; it proper to enter then upon the Confederation 
of that Matter, the Addrefs, as it had been drawn up, was 
approv'd, and the next Day prefented to the King by the 
whole Houfe, as follows ; 

Moll: gracious Sovereign, 
' \J^/^ y° ur Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal Subjecls, TheCoajaonsi 

* W the Commons of Great-Britain in Parliament af- <tKa 

* fembled, beg Leave to return your Majelfy our unfeigned 
■ Thanks for your moft gracious Speech from the Throne. 

• We congratulate your Majefty upon the Succefs that has 

' attended your unwearied Application for reftoring Tran~ 

' q u ili ty to Europe, for fecu ring our Commerce by Treaties, 

* and for releafing great Numbers of your Subjects from 

• Slavery among the Moon, and for delivering the trading 
' Part of the Nation from the Apprehenfxons of the like 
' Calamity for the future ; which are fo many Inftances of 

• your Majelly's Goodnefs, in which all your Subjecls are fo 

• nearly concern *d, that we are no lefs bound by lntr. 
« than led by Inclination and Duty, moft thankfully tu 

Vol ' Li • k\obw\!cA%<!. 
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' acknowledge thefe happy Effects of your Majefly's Care 
' for your People. 

* Your Majefly's recommending to us to improve the ge- 
' neral Tranquility Abroad, towards extending and enlarging 

* our Commerce, is an additional Proof, how much your 

* Majefty has the real Intereft of Great-Britain at Heart, 

* in all your Counfels and Undertakings. 

' Your Commons arc throughly fenftble that our Poor 
1 cannot be fumciently employ 'd, nor the Balance of Trade 
' be long preferv'd in our Favour, while fuch Duties are 
' continu'd, as either clog the Exportation of our own 
1 Manufactures, or render, the Manufacturing of them at 
1 Home lefs eafy and practicable ; and they will moil chear- 
fully apply themfelves to confidcr how far fuch Duties 
1 can be taken off and replac'd, without laying any new 
r Burthen on your People, or violating the publick Faith i 
' having great Reafon to promife themfelves, that the free 
1 Circulation of Trade, which muil naturally fucceed upon 
r the taking off this Prefiiire, will, in a Inert Space of 
1 Time, compenfate any Diminution of the Cufloms, which 
this Alteration may occaiion for the prefent. 
' And fince the Trade, Navigation, and Safety of this 
Nation muft remain, in fome Meafure, precarious, as long 
as we are under the Neceffity of purchafing and importing 
all our naval Stores from foreign Countries, your Majefly's 
moft faithful Commons will do their utmoft Endeavours, 
that this important and beneficial Branch of Trade may 
be fupply'd from your Majefly's Plantations in America, 
and thereby divert our Colonies from fetting up Manu- 
factures, which directly interfere with thofe of their 
Mother-Country. 

' Your Majefly's tender Concern to have the Supplies of 
this Seilion fo order' d, that your. Subjects may be among 
the earlieit in reaping the happy Effects of the general 
Tranquility Abroad, cannot fail of exciting in your 
faithful Commons a Defire of making fui table Returns, 
by proceeding, with all AJacrity, to grant the neceffaxy 
Supplies for the current Service of the Year, and for dis- 
charging the heavy Debt of the Navy : And we find our- 
fclvcs engag'd, by all the Ties of Duty and Intereit, to 
fecond your Majefly's provident Intentions, for fupprefling 
the infamous and pernicious Praftice of Running Goods ; 
which, befides that it defrauds the publick Revenues and 
difcourages the honeft Trader, may, at this Juncture, in- 
danger the Health and Lives of many Thoufands of your 
Majefly's innocent Subjects. 

' The feveral Points which your Majeffy has been graci- 
oufly picas' d to lecOBumejid, to ws, wmnj va, \Vsm fuch 
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dent Marks of your Majefty 's paternal and moll affeftionate Anno?. Oto.i, 
Concern for your People, and are of fuch kiting Confe- 
quence to the Welfare and Safety of this Nation, that we 
mould be inexcu fable, if we did not, by a ready Concur- 
rence on our Parrs, do all in our Power to render thefe your 
Majefty's mod gracious Purpofes effectual 1 and proceed 
in the Confideration of them with fuch Temper, Unani- 
mity, and Diipatch, as may fully anfwer your Majefty's 
Expectations, and defeat the Defigns of thofe who hope 
for any other Contentions amongft us, but of Zeal and 
Affection towards your Majefty's fatred Perfon and Go- 
vernment' 

To which the King gave this Anfwer. 



The tone'* Aa» 
fwei thereto. 



Gentlemen, 
,k T Return you my Thanks for this dutiful and loyal Ad- 
■* X drefs, and for the Affurances you give me of going 
" through the weighty Affairs now before you with Unani- 
" mity and Difpatch ; and I promife myfelf, from your 
" experiene'd Zeal and Application, that my good Withes 
" for the Welfare and Profperity of my People, will be ren- 
" der'd effectual." 



OR. 23. A Motion was made for a Supply to be granted 
to his Majefty, which was unanimoufly agreed to. 

Oft. 27. The Commons, in a Grand Committee, con fider'd of 
the Supply to be granted to his Majefty ; and, in the firft Place, d,,^ h the Com. 
went upon the State of the Debt of the Navy, as it flood on mitUe <**»£& 

r . _ , ... J ' , , concerning 'he 

the 30th of beptember 1721, which amounted to about DcbuofiheN^r- 
1,700,000!. Hereupon Mr Freeman flood up, and with Mr- Freeman, 
fome Warmth animadverted upon the Perfons concern'd in 
that Part of the Administration, faying, among other Things, 
* It was Matter of Wonder, how fo great a Debt could be 
incurred, when the Parliament had provided for what had 
been deuYd upon that Head/ He was feconded by Mr 
Shippen, who hinted, ' That fuch extraordinary Expences Mr shippen. 
could not be for the immediate Service of Great-Britain, but 
in all Probability, for the Preferrrttion of fome foreign Ac- 
quisitions. ' Mr Plummer anfwer' d them. Upon which Sir MrPtammer# 
Jofeph Jekyll faid, ' That he was not againft providing for sir j. ; e k/U." 
any juft publick Debt ; but that, in his Opinion, they could 
not anfwer it, either to themfelves, or thofe they had the 
Honour to reprefent, if they gave away the Nation's Money 
blindfold ; and therefore he deiir'd, that the Houfe might 
be inform'd, how fo great a Debt had been contracted ? ' To 
this Mr R. Walpole replied, * Nothing in the World was MiVW . 
more realonablej and therefore he bacVd \hc Mo\\qu lot 
LI 2 town? 
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having a particular Account of that Debt laid before the 
Houfe ; but, in the mean Time, he might allure them, thai 
near 1, ,1 00,000 i. or ic was contracted in the lalt Reign j and 
as the Perfons now in the Adminifbration, were not anfwcr- 
able for that Tart, neither did they dcfire that above on 
Million of it fhould be this Year provided for.' Hereupon 
SdTo^Sp^tag" t ' ie Piston being put, That one Million be granted towards 
the Debt, rf tie paying off the Debt of the Navy, it was carry'd without di- 
$S**iUai*Oa*- viding : Then the Speaker having refum'd the Chair, it was 
refolv'd, according to Sir Jofeph JekylTs Motion, to addrefs 
his Majeiry for an Account of all Money granted by Parlia 
ment for the Service of the Navy, from the firft Day of Ja- 
nuary T710 ; and how far the faid Money has been iffued for 
that Purpofe, and what the Excefs of the Expence above the 
Provifion made by Parliament has every Year amounted to, 
and what were the Caufcs of fuch Excefs. 

Off, 31. The Order of the Day being read, for the Houfe 
to refoJve itfelf into a Grand Committee, to confider farther 
of the Supply granted to his Majefty, the feveral Eltimates 
and Accounts relating to the Land-Forces, Chelfea-Hofpital 
and redue'd Officers, were referi'd to the f.iii Committee : 
But a Motion being made by Mr Treby, that the Speaker do 
now leave die Chair, the fame was oppos'd by Mr Freeman 
who defir'd that this Affair might be put off, at leaft till the 
Friday following, urging, ' That there had not been fufficient 
Time allow 'd to the Members to perufe the feveral Aa 
and Eltimates, and, confequendy, they were not prepared to 
give their Opinion thereupon.' He was feconded by Mr 
Heyfliain ; but Mr Yonge anfwer'd them both ; Mr Jefferies 
having replied to Mr Yonge, he was anfwer'd by Mr Treby, 
the latter by Mr Shippen ; to whom Mr R. Walpole having 
replied, the Queftion was, at Jail, put upon Mr Treby 's Mo- 
don, and carry'd in the Affirmative, by izo againft 40. 
The Houfe having thereupon refolv'd itfelf into a Grand 
Committee, MrFarrcr in the Chair, MrTreby mov'd, 'That a 
Supply be granted for the fame Number of Forces as were 
provided for laft Year, viz. 14,294. Men, including Com- 
miflion and Non-Commiiuan Officers, and 1859 Invalids. 
This was again oppos'd by Air Freeman, who alledg'd, * That 
confidering the general Tranquility, both at Home and 
Abroad, the Number of Land-Forces might be redue'd, and 
Part of that Expence apply "d to more important lifts:' But 
he was anfwer'd by Mr Horatio Walpole ; and the Queftion 
being put, Mr Treby Y Motion was, upon a Divliion, car- 
jy a Majority of 121 Votes againlt 37. 

A Bill, To enable ,■ ej "equally to 

e with any Country, as he jhatt think nccef- 
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fary, in order to prevent the Contagion being brought into thit 
Kingdom, was read the firft Time. 

Nov. 13. The Bill t To prevent the Contagion* Sec. was 
read a fecund Time, and committed to a Committee of the 
whole Hoafe. 

Nov. 17. Sir Gilbert Heathcote flood up, and fee forth, 
* That fince the Ruflia Company had engrofs'd the Trade to 
that Country, the Tar was rais'd above double the Price it 
bore when the Trade was open. That, beiides, while we 
fetched our naval Stores from Ruflia, it was in the Power of 
the Czar, not only to fet what Price he pleas'd upon them, 
but even to prevent our having them at all, in Cafe we fhould 
be at War, either with him, or any of his Allies j or, at 
leall, to hinder our having them, unleis brought over and 
imported in his own Veflels ; which, he faid, that he 
was inform 'd the Czar now infilled upon, That therefore,, 
fince thefe Commodities were fo abfolutely neceflary for our 
Navy, it was not fitting we fhould lie at the Mercy of a 
foreign Prince for them s efpecially, fince we could be fup- 
ply'd with them from our own Plantations, and upon eafier 
Terms : For whereas we now pay for the naval Stores from 
Ruflia moftly in ready Money, we might have them from 
New-England, and other Englilh Plantations in America, in 
Exchange for our own Manufactures ; whereby we fhould not 
only encourage his Majetty's Subjects abroad, and divert 
them from fetting up and carrying on Manufactures which 
directly interfere with thofe of Great Britain, but alfo em- 
ploy our Poor at Home :' Concluding, with a Motion for 
bringing in a Bill, For giving farther Encouragement for the 
Importation of Naval Stores i which being feconded, the faid 
jfJilI was order'd to be brought in. 

Then the Houfe refolv'd itfelf Ihto a Grand Committee, 
upon the Bill, To prevent the Contagion being brought into 
this Kingdom, Mr Sandys in the Chair. A Claufe being of- 
fer 'd to be inferted in the Bill, impowering the King to order 
his Officers to fire upon, and fink any Ship coming from an 
infe&ed Place, Sir Gilbert Heathcote mov'd, and was feconded 
by Sir Nathaniel Gould, and Mr Clufwell, Member for 
Calne, all Turky Merchants, * That there might be an Ex- 
ception as to the Ships of the Turky Company ; alledging, 
that many of them were abroad, which they expected home 
very fpeedily, and which could not have Notice of this Law. 
They urg T d befides, that to allow the finking and deftroying 
all Ships coming from infecled Places, was, in Effecl, to pro- 
hibit ah Commerce with Turky, where it was known by 
every Body, that the Plague was always in fume Part or 
ether i whereby we Ihould lofe the moft beneficial Branch of 
our Trade, ajui which took off fo much of o\n WooWeixWLx- 
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nufadmre.' To this it was anfwer'd, by Sir Philip Yorke, 
and Mr Yonge, * That there was a vail Difference between 
the common Plague, which is Epidemical in Turky, and th 
Contagion which at prefent rages in the South Parts 
France, to prevent the bringing over of which this Bill was 
chiefly intended. That therefore it might be left to the 
Difcretion of the King and his Minifters to aft in that Mat 
tcr as they mould fee Occafion, and to give Directions ac- 
cordingly by Proclamation :' And Mr Thomas Brodcrii 
added, ' That for his Part, he was more afraid, that in 
Cafe, as on other Occafions, the King would be too 
ful, rather than too fevere.* Hereupon the Bill was goi 
through. Then, upon the Queftion, when the Amendrm 
made thereto (hould be reported, Sir Gilbert Heathcote 
they who were againft the Bill infilled to have it put 
that there might be more Time to confider of any Objections 
that might be made againit it : But Mr Brodcrick laid, * He 
thought no Time ought to be loft in a Cafe of this Nature, 
wherein the Lives of us all were concem'd : That for his 
Part he wihVd the Bill could obtain the RoyalAlTent that ve 
ry Day j and therefore mov'd, ' That it be reported the next 
Day, which being order'd accordingly, the faid Amendments 
were then agreed to, and the Bill order'd to be engrofe'd. 

Nov. 20. The Commons read the third Time, pafs'd, and 
lent up to the Lords, the Bill, To enable his Mojejiy effecru- 
ally to prohibit Commerce, for the Space of one Year, •with 
any Country that is, orjball be, infetled luitb the Plague. 

December 1 3. A Petition of the Quakers, in Behalf of their 
Friends, who fcrupte the Form of folemn Aflirnution, viz. 
the Words, In the Prefence of Almighty God, was prefented 
to the Houfe, and read, praying, that Leave be given to 
bring in a Bill, For granting the faid People fueb Form of 
Affirmation- or Declaration, as tttay remove thofe Difficulties 
•which many of them lie under ; or fuch other Relief as to 
the Houfe mould feem meet : This Petition was fpoke to by 
Sjr John Ward, and Mr Heylham, Members for London 
who were back'd by the Lord William Paulet, Mr Sloper 
Mr Horatio Walpole, and Sir Wilfrid Lawfon * ; whereupon 
a Bill was order'd to be brought in, according to the Prayer 
of the faid Petition. 

Dec. 15. The Quaker's Bill was read the firftTime. 

Dec. 16. Upon the Motion of Mr Hutchefon, a Bill wa 
order'd to be brought in, For the better fecuring the Freedom 
of Ele<3io>is of Members to ferve in Parliament. 

Dec, 19. The Commons read a fecond Time, and com- 
mitted the Bill in Favour of the Quakers, 
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Jhry, in order to prevent the Contagion being brought into this 
Kingdom, was read the firfl lime. 

AW. 13. The Bill, To prevent the Contagion, Sec. was 
read a fecond Time, and committed to a Committee of the 
whole Hoofe. 

Nov. 17. Sir Gilbert Hcathcote flood up, and fet forth, 
' That fincc the Ruffia Company had engrofs'd the Trade to 
that Country, the Tar was rais'd above double the Price it 
bore when the Trade was open. That, befides, while we 
fetch v d our naval Stores from Ruffia, it was in the Power of 
the Czar, not only to fet what Price he pleas'd upon them, 
but even to prevent our having them at all, in Cafe we fhould 
be at War, either with him, or any of his" Allies j or, at 
lcall, to hinder our having them, unlefs brought over and 
imported in Ins own Veflels ; which, he faid, that he 
was inform'd the Czar now infilled upon. That therefore, 
fmce thefe Commodities were lb abfolutely neceffary for our 
Navy, it wsa not fitting we mould he at the Mercy of a 
foreign Prince for them ; efpecially, fince we could be fup- 
plyM with them from our own Plantations, and upon ealier 
Terms : For whereas we now pay for the naval Stores from 
Ruffia moftly in ready Money, we might have them from 
New-England, and other Englifh Plantations in America, in 
Exchange for our own ManuJac'tures j whereby we fhould not 
only encourage his Majefly's Subjects abroad, and divert 
them from fetting up and carrying on Manufactures which 
direftly interfere with thofe of Great Britain, but alfo em- 
ploy our Poor at Home :' Concluding, with a Motion for 
bringing in a Bill, For giving farther Encouragement for the 
Importation of Naval Stores ; which being feconded, die laid 
Bill was order'd to be brought in. 

Then the Houfe rcfolvM itfelf fttto a Grand Committee, 
upon the Bill, To prevent the Contagion being brought into 
this Kingdom, Mr Sandys in the Chair. A Claufe being of- 
fer* d to be inferted in the Bill, impowering the King to order 
his Officers to fire upon, and fink any Ship coming from an 
ted Place, Sir GUbert Hcathcote mov'd, and was feconded 
by Sir Nathaniel Gould, and Mr Chilwell, Member for 
e, all Turky Merchants, * That there might be an Ex- 
ception as to the Ship of the Turky Company ; alledging, 
that many of them were abroad, which they expefted home 
very fpecdily, and which could not have Notice of this Law. 
They urg'a befides, that to allow the finking and deflroying 
all Ships coming from infefted Places, was, in Effedl, to pro- 
hibit all Commerce with Turky, where it Was known by 
every Body, that the Plague was always in fome Part or 
; whereby wc fhould lofe the molt beneficial Branch oC 
cur Trade, mid which took off fo much of our "WooYienNW- 
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' It is too notorious what Attempts are now carrying o: 
to invade the Freedom of your approaching Elections ; in 
fome Places by Threats, to fill and over-awe them with the 
quartering of Troops, if they do not comply ; in others, by 
the corrupt Sollicitations of Agents and Undertakers, em 
ploy'd by thofe, who, from the incredible Sums which are 
difpers'd, one mull imagine, have more than private Furies 
at rheir Command. 

* But what, in God's Name, can all this tend to ? What 
other Confrru&ion can any Man in common Senfe put upon 
all chefe Things, but that there teems to have been a form' d 
Defign, by Violence and Oppreffion, firft to humble you and 
to make your Necks pliable to the Yoke that is defign 'd for 
You, and then to finifh the Work by tempting the Poverty 
and Neceffities of the People, to fell thernWves into the moll 
abjeft and detectable Slaver)-, for that very Money which had 
been either unneceflarify rais'd, or mercilefly and unjuftly 
plunder'd and torn from their very Bowels ? And thus you 
may be in a fair Way of being fubdu'd by your own Wea- 
pons. Nor can I imagine what Inducement Men can have, 
who run from Borough to Borough, and purchafc their Elec- 
tions at fuch extravagant Rates, unlefs it be from a ftrong Ex- 
pectation of being well repaid for their Votes, and of recei- 
ving ample Recompence and Rewards for the fecrct Service 
they have covenanted to perform here. In this Situation, it 
is high Time for Gentlemen to put themfelves upon their 
Guard ; and if it be not already too late, to endeavour to put 
a Stop to the Courfe of thofe Evils, which are otherwife 
likely fo foon to overtake them. It is for thefe Purpofcs that 
this Bill is now before you, and I hope it either is, or by 
your Affillanee will be made fuch, as may fully anfwer the 
Ends for which you were pleas' d to order it to be brought in. 

* The Abufes in the Manner of difpatching your Writs to 
the Sheriffs, were the Motives which firit led you into this Consi- 
deration. I am perfuaded the Method here prefcribM to re- 
gulate that Matter, will be found fo eafy and practicable, 
and fo little liable to any Objeflion, that it would be needlefs 
in me to take up your Time in enlarging upon that Head : 
But for the Penalties upon falfe Returns, unlefs they are 
fettled on the fevereft and mod rigorous Terms, it will be in 
vain for you to contend with Sheriffs and returning Officers, 
who, inftead of the People in whom the Right is and ought 
to be lodg'd, will draw the whole Power of Elections into 
their own Hands, and therefore they ought to be tyed up to 
fuch ltrie\ Rules, as that they fhall never dare, upon any Ac- 
count whatfoever, to depart from them, much lefs to be fub- 
jeft to thofe Sort of Influences, which, of all others, you have 
moft Reafon to be jealous. Qi W e Ww, \2K&S.^«;tforis here- 
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tofore Have not only brib'd the returning Officer, but have 
even indemnify 'd him againft the whole Penalty of Five Hun- 
dred Pounds, rather than not get the Return, right or wrong, 
in Favour of themfelves ; depending, I fuppofe, upon the 
Strength, and Partiality of rheir Friend?, to maintain them, 
at any Rate, in the unjuilifiable Pofleilion of a Seat here ; tlu9 
has been praftis'd upon former Occafion?, and therefore there 
is always jult Grounds to fufpeft it will be attempted again. 
And it is now come to fuch a Pafs, that if you were even to 
double rhac Penalty, without doing fometlung elfe, I am 
afraid it would have little or no Effect. But when all thofe 
Borols of Indemnity are declar'd null and void, when die 
Securities ufually given and taken upon thefe Occasions are 
withdrawn, they may then, perhaps, be deterr'd, at lcaft 
from fo barefae'd a Practice of thefe arbitrary and illegal 
Proceedings for the future. 

' Another Expedient for fecuring die Freedom of your 
Elections, and which, I think, will more effectually contri- 
bute towards it, than any one Thing whatfoever, is the an- 
nulling the Votes of thofe Swarms of Officers in the Cuftom* 
and Excife ; they are already fubjefted to the Penalty of one 
hundred Pounds, if they (hall prefume to intermeddle ; this 
therefore is no more than a natural Confequence, and a ne- 
ceflary Enforcement of what you have done before. The 
Commiffioners themfelves of thofe Branches of the Revenue 
been for fome Time under a legal Incapacity of fitting 
here, as being thought under fuch fhrong Ties and Influence-, 
in regard to their Employments, as were incoiulfient with 
that Freedom with which Men ought to aft in Parliament ; 
certainly then the fame Reafon will hold good as to tiie 
Votes of them and their inferior Officers, efpecially in Mat- 
ters that fo nearly relate to it. There is likewife a Provifo, 
that no Perfon 1 rial 1 be capable of poflefllng any of thefe Of- 
fices, for a certain Time to be limited, after they mall have 
tender 'd their Votes in any Election ; and the Reafon of that 
is very plain ; without it all this Di&bility would fignify no- 
thing ; for by difplacing them jull to ferve a Turn, and re- 
ftoring them again immediately after, the whole Force of 
this Claufe would be entirely defeated. 

* I make no doubt but the Intention was very juft and 
commendable of the Gentlemen who brought in the Quali- 
fication Aft, which was certainTy defign'd to eflablilh a land- 
ed Property in Parliament, without which, I will venture to 
fay, it will be impoflible you mould be fafe ; but that Matter 
Jtands at prefent upon fo loofe a Foot, that I am afraid it 
has hitherto been of very little Ufe or Service to you. What 
Dependence, for lnftai-.ee, can you have upon a Mm who 
to more than three hundred Pounds a Yds a\ \a»&.» fc\ % 
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perhaps, only an Annuity of that Value for Life, and has 
at the fame Time thirty cr forty thoufand Pounds in the Funds, 
or an Employment of two or three thou land Pounds a Year 
civil or military from the Crown > And even thr-t frnall Qua- 
lificaiion is no otherwifc obligatory upon him, but merely ro 
fwear to his having it, if it be required, at the Time of his 
Election j for the' he fells it or otherwife divdb himfelf of 
it immediately after, yet it remains a Doubr, whether, by 
fo doing, he lhall vacate his Scat in Parliament. This is 
certainly fuch an Omifiion as requires to be better regulated 
and explained. There is likewife a Saving in that Act in 
Favour of* eldefl Sons of Peers, and the fame for thofe of 
Commoners of fix hundred Pounds a Year ; but I confefs 1 
am at a Lofs to find out upon whit Grounds the latter was 
inierted, unlefs Care had been taken at the fame Time to 
have oblig'd the Father or the Son to have prov'd the Pof- 
feflion of fuch an Eilate ; for at prclent, let the Circum- 
llanccs of the Family be what they will, if the eldeft Son 
roc ure himfelf to be elected, I cannot fee but he is in- 
rided to a Seat here, without any farther Examination what- 
soever. Tfcis is .mother Defect fo grofs in your former Aft, 
and opens a Rick- Door to fo many Perfuns, fo entirely con- 
trary to the Intent and Meaning of it, that it very well 
cs the Repeal of it by this Bill, I mean fo far only as 
it relates to the eldell Sons of Commoners. 

* Whether the Houfc will bcwilling to enact it by a Claufe, 
mud he fubmitted to them, I only take the Liberty to menti- 
on, that it were very much to be wifh'd, that Gentlemen of 
Eltates and Families in die Country would heartily unite in 
this Particular, of keeping the Elections in their fevcral 
Counties among themfetves ; that they would refolve inviola- 
bly to fupport each other's Intereft againfr. the Incroachments 
and corrupt Applications of Strangers, let them come from 
what Quarter they will. If this were done, it would, in a 
great Meafure, put an End to thofe dangerous and infamous 
Practices that are now on Foot, and we might hope once more 
to fee this Houfe fill'd with Gentlemen of free and indepen- 
dent Fortunes, fuch as would be above making their Couit 
any where at the Expente of their Country, and would dc- 
fpif- all Manner of flavilh Conceflions to Men 1 in Power ; Mini- 
would then be neither able to fkreen themfelvcs, or 
their Friends, againit your Inquiries j and the boldeft and 
moft enterprifing of them would be made to tremble at the 
Apprehenfions of your Aniniadvei lions upon them } nor 
fhould we then, it is to be hop'd, fit tamely here, and fee our 
Country hamfVd with the Expences of fruidefs Expeditions 
abroad, and with 1 ■<■ Maintenance of a dan ding Army at 
ioinc, dangerousi to cjur Coui)uVaU<j^ wwi \&x$ 
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* There are other Parts of this Bill, which I had like to amob. g«..i. 
have omitted to have fpokcn to, which arc dengn'd, if pofli- s_x-^,'-v^ 
ble, to put a Stop to tJi.it Torrent of Bribery and Corruption, 
which the Iniquity of the Times lias let in upon you ; and 
tho" I have very little Profpcft of any good Effect that Way, 
and whatfoever the Fate of this Bill may be, every Gentle- 
man, I dare fwear, will fo far agree, that fame Method Ihoufd 
be taken to prevent fuch Practices, or the Kingdom muft be 
undone. If at this Time you had Men at the Head of your 
Adminittration, who had ever been charged with, or any Way 
convifted of fuch Crimes, I own it would be in vain to pro 
pofe this, or any other Method, to punifh and difcouragc it. 
Were it poflible to believe, that the Influences of fuch Men 
could prevail here, or in any other Branch of the Legiilature, 
it would then be no Wonder to fee this Bill mtfearry, or to 
hear it treated as a Compofition of Abfurdities, or as a Viola- 
tion of the Birthrights of great Numbers of his Majefty'i beft 
Subjects. But at prefent this mall be no Reafon with me to 
anticipate fa much ill Fortune to it, fwee it is plain it could 
come before you with no other View, but toreitorc the Free- 
dom and Honour of Parliament, to refcue the Rights and 
Liberties of our Country, and to five, if it be polnble, the 
poor Remnant of our Conftkution. Thefe are the Confident- 
cions which occur to me in Favour of this Bill j and I humbly 
move you that it may be committed. 1 

Accordingly the faid Bill was committed to a Committee 
of the whole Houfr. 

February i . Sir John Cope, Bart. Member for Tavi- sir John Cope 
flock, charg'd Sir Francis Page, one of the Barons of the Pi^wiih'cmi«? 
Exchequer, with endeavouring to corrupt the Borough of gSSS^^Sr* 1 
Banbury in the County of Oxon, in order to procure Sir Uaaiwr- 
William Codrington to be chofen a Representative for the 
faid Borough in the enfuing Election. The Sum of this 
Charge was, that Mr Baron Page had not only offer" d to the wtate them*. 
faid Corporation to forgive them fix or feven hundred Pounds, 
they ow'd him for their new Charter, but likewife to give 
them another large Sum in ready Money, which Sir John 
Cope having ofFer'd to prove by undeniable Evidence, fet the 
whole Houfe into a Flame ; and fome Members were for 
cenfuring the* Baron immediately ; but Mr Robert Walpole 
moderated that Heat, reprefenting, * That it was unreason- 
able to arraign, condemn, and cenfure a Man, efpecially one 
in fo eminent a Station, before they heard what he had to 
fay in his own Vindication ; and befides, that it would look 
like prejudging the Merits of the Election of that Borough ; 
and therefore he was of Opinion, they ought not to 
any Notice of that Complaint, until the Ek&wycv vras wet, 
Mm z wA 



Yonr Majefty's recommending to cs to improve the ge- 

* neral Tranquility Abroad, towards extending and enlarging 

* our Commerce, is an additional Proof, how much your 

* Majefty has the real Intereft of Great-Britain at Hear:, 

* in all your Counfels and Undertakings. 

* Your Commons are throughly fenfible that our Poor 
' cannot be fufliciently employ 'd, nor the Balance of Trade 
1 be long prefer v'd in our Favour, while fuch Duties are 

* cominu'd, as either clog the Exportation of our own 

* Manufactures, or render the Manufacturing of them at 
' Home lefs eafy and practicable ; and they will moft chear- 

* fully apply themfelves to confidcr how far fuch Duties 

* can be taken off and replaced, without laying any new 
1 Burthen on your People, or violating the publick Faith ; 
1 having great Reafon to promife themfelves, that the free 
' Circulation of Trade, which muifc naturally fucceed upon 
' the taking off this Prefture, will, in a fhort Space of 

* Time, compenfate any Diminution of the Cuftoms, which 
1 this Alteration may occallon for the prefent. 

* And fmce the Trade, Navigation, and Safety of this 

* Nation muft remain, in fome Meafure, precarious, as long 

* as we are under the Neceflity of purchasing and importing 
' all our naval Stores from foreign Countries, your Majefty's 
r moft faithful Commons will do their utmoft Endeavours, 

* that this important and beneficial Branch of Trade may 

* be fupply'd from your Majefty's Plantations in America, 

* and thereby divert our Colonies from fetting up Manu- 
' failures, which directly interfere with thofe of their 

* Mother- Country. 

* Your Majefty's render Concern to have the Supplies of 

* this Seflion fo order'' d, that your. Subjects may be among 

* the eariieft in reaping the happy Effects of the general 

* Tranquility Abroad, cannot fail of exciting in your 

* faithful Commons a Defire of making fuitable Returns, 
■ by proceeding, with all Alacrity, to grant the neceflary 

* Supplies for the current Service of the Year, and for dif- 

* charging the heavy Debt of the Navy : And we find oux- 

* felves engag'd, by all the Ties of Duty and Intcreft, to 
' fecond your Majefty's provident Intentions, for fuppre fling 

* the infamous and pernicious Practice of Running Goods ; 
4 which, betides that it defrauds the publick Revenues and 

* difcourages the honeft Trader, may, at this Juncture, in- 

* danger the Health and Lives of many Thoufands of your 

* Majefty's innocent Subjects. 

' The feveral Points which your Majefty has been graci- 
1 ouily pleas'd r.o, tecQSn&isno; to m&, casty va. \tatn. fuch evi- 
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* dent Marks of your Majefty's paternal and moil affectionate Amos. Cco. i 

* Concern for your People, and are of fuch. lifting Confe-, 

* quence to the Welfare and Safety of this Nation, that we 
' Should be incxcufable, if we did not, by a ready C'uncur- 

* rence on our Parts, do all in our Power to render thefe your 

* Majefty's, moft gracious Purpofes effectual ; and proceed 

* in the Confederation of thern with, fuch Temper, Unani- 

* mity, and Difpatch, as may fully anfwer your Majefty's 
' Expectations, and defeat the Defigns of thofe who hope 

* for any other Contentions amongft us, but of Zeal and 
' Affection cowards your Majefty's faered Pcribn and Go- 

* vernment.* 

To which the King gave thii Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 

•• T Return you my Thanks for this dutiful and loyal Ad- The juob** a> 
" X drefs, and for the Aflurances you give me of going 
" through the weighty Affairs now before you with Unani- 
" mity and Difpatch ; and I promife myfelf, from your 
" experiene'd Zeal and Application, that my good Wishes 
" for the Welfare and Profperify of my People, will be ren- 
■ der'd effeeluaL" 

03. 25. A Motion was made for a Supply to be granted 
to his Majefty, which was unanimously agreed to. 

Off. 27. The Commons,in a Grand Committee, confider'd of 
the Supply to be granted to his Majefty ; and, in the iirft Place, Dib3tc ^.theCm- 
went upon the State of the Debt of the Navy, as it ftood on milt « °' ^jw 1 * 

i_ 1 r ■■* ■ 1 ■ 1 1 1 concerning «"« 

the 30th of September 1721, which amounted to about Dcbuof ihcNivp 
1,700,0001. Hereupon Mr Freeman ftood up, and with Mr Freeman 
feme Warmth animadverted upon the Perfons concern'd in 
that Part of the Adminiftration, faying, among other Things, 
4 It was Matter of Wonder, how lb great a Debt could be 
incurr'd, when the Parliament had provided for what had 
been defir'd upon that Head.' He was feconded by Mr 
Shippen , who hinted, ' That fuch extraordinary Expences Mr shippea, 
could not be for the immediate Service of Great-Britain, but 
in all Probability, for the Prefervarion of fome foreign Ac- 
quifitions. 1 Mr Plummer anfwer'd them. Upon which Sir Kr Wummer- 
Jofeph Jekyll faid, l That he was not againft providing for sir j, jdyriu 
any juft publick Debt ; but that, in his Opinion, they could 
not anfwer it, either to themfelves, or thofe they had the 
Honour to reprefenc, if they gave away the Nation's Money 
blindfold ; and therefore he deiir'd, that the Houfe might 
be inform'd, how fo great a Debt had been contracted ? * To 
this Mr R. Walpole replied, * Nothing in the World was ^v^*****- 
more reafonable; and therefore he back'd xive, Moucrcv fot 
L 1 2 Va>ro\<! 
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having a particular Account of that Debt laid before tTi 
Houfe ; bat, in the mean Time, he might allure them, chit 
near i,ioo r oool. of ic was contracted in the lair Reign ; an 
as the Peribnb now in the Adminiitration, were not anfwer- 
able for that Part, neither did they defire that above one 
Million of it fhould be this Year provided for.' Hereupon 
the Queftion being pat, That one Million be granted towards 
paying off the Debt of the Navy, it was carry'd without di- 
Acffon thut'occai viding : Then the Speaker having refum'd the Chair, it was 
* on * refolv'd, according to Sir Jofeph JekylTs Motion, to addrefs 

his Majelly for an Account of all Money granted by Parlia- 
ment for the Service of the Navy, from the firft Day of Ja- 
nuary 1710; and how far the faid Money has been iffued for 
that Purpofe, and what the Excefs of the Expence above the 
Provision made by Parliament has every Year amounted to, 
and what were the Caufcs of fuch Excefs. 

Oli, 31. The Order of the Day being read, for the Houfe 
to refolve itfelf into a Grand Committee, to coniider farther 
of the Supply granted to his Majefty, the feveral Eilimates 
and Accounts relating to the Land-forces, Chelfea-Holpital 
and redue'd Officers, were refen'd to the faid Committee : 
But a Motion being made by Mr Treby, that the Speaker do 
now leave die Chair, the fame was appos'd by Mr Freeman, 
who defir'd that this Affair might be put off, at lead till the 
Friday following, urging, * That there had not been fufiicient 
Time allow'd to tiie Members to perufe the feveral Accounts 
and Eilimates, and, confequently, they were not prcpar'd to 
give their Opinion thereupon. 1 He was feconded by Mr 
Heyfham j but Mr Yonge aniwefd them both ; Mr Jcfferies 
having replied to Mr Yonge, he was anfwer'd by Mr Treby, 
the latter by Mr Shippen ; to whom Mr R- Walpole having 
replied, the Queftion was, at laft, put upon Mr Treby's Mo- 
tion, and carry'd in the Affirmative, by 120 againft 40. 
The Houfe having thereupon refolv'd itfelf into a Grand 
Committee, MrFarrer in the Chair, MrTreby mov'd, 'That a 
Supply be granted for the fame Number of Forces as were 
provided for laft Year, viz. 14,294. Men, including Com- 
miffion and Non-Commiffian Officers, and 1859 Invalids. 
This was again oppas'd by Mr Freeman, who alledg'd, 'That 
confidering the general Tranquility, both at Home and 
Abroad, the Number of Land-Forces might be redue'd, and 
Part of that Expence apply'd to more* important LHes ;' But 
he was anUvcr'd by Mr Horatio Walpole ; and the Quellion 
being put, Mr Treby's Motion was, upon a Divuion, car- 
ry'd by a Majority of izl Votes againft 37. 

No-vernl'tr 9. A Bill, To enable bis Majrfiy efferluolly to 
ct ivitb any Country, as be ji:all think mcej- 
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order to prevent the Contagion being brought into this 
Kingdom, was read the firft Time. 

Nov. 13. The Bill, To prevent the Contagion^ &c. was 
read a fecond Time, and committed to a Committee of the 
whole Honfe. 

Nov. 1 7. Sir Gilbert Heathcote ftood up, and fet forth, 
* That fince the Ruflia Company had engrofs'd the Trade to 
that Country, the Tar was rais"d above double the Price it 
bore when the Trade was open. That, befides, while we 
fetched our naval Stores from Ruina, it was in the Power of 
the Czar, not only to fet what Price he pleas'd upon them, 
but even to prevent our having them at all, in Cafe we mould 
be at War, either with htm, or any of his Allies ; or, at 
leaft, to hinder our having them, unless brought over and 
imported in his own Veflels ; which, he faid, that he 
was inform'd the Czar now infilled upon. That therefore, 
fince thefe Commodities were fo abfolutely neceflkry for our 
Navy, it was not fitting we mould He at the Mercy of a 
foreign Prince for them ; efpecially, fince we could be top- 
ply' d with them from our own Plantations, and upon eafier 
Terms : For whereas we now py for the naval Stores from 
Rufiia moftly in ready Money, we might have them from 
New-England, and other Englilh Plantations in America, in 
Exchange for our own Manufactures ; whereby we mould not 
only encourage his Majefty's Subjects abroad, and divert 
them from fetring up and carrying on Manufactures which 
directly interfere with thofe of Great Britain, but alfo em- 
ploy our Poor at Home :' Concluding, with a Motion for 
bringing in a Bill, For giving farther Encouragement for the 
Importation of Naval Stores ; which being feconded, the faid 
Bill was order'd to be brought in. 

Then the Houfe refolv'd itfelf mto a Grand Committee, 

Ml the Bill, To prevent the Contagion being brought into 



this Kingdom, Mr Sandys in the Chair. A Claufe being of- 
fer'd to be inferted in the Bill, impowering the King to order 
his Officers to lire upon, and fink any Ship coming from an 
infected Place, Sir Gilbert Heathcote mov'd, and was feconded 
by Sir Nathaniel Gould, and Mr Chifwell, Member for 
Cine, all Turk> f Merchants, * That there might be an Ex- 
ception as to the Ships of the Turky Company ; alledging^ 
that many of them were abroad, which they expected home 
very fpeedUy, and which could not have Notice of this Law. 
They urg'd befides, that to allow the finking and defiroying 
all Ships coming from infected Places, was, in Effect, to pro- 
hibit all Commerce with Turky, where it was known by 
every Body, that the Plague was always in fome Part or 
other ; whereby we mould lofe the moft beneficial Branch of 
our Trade, and which cook off fo much of out "Woc&euVIW- 
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nufa&ure.' To this it was anfwer'd, by Sir Philip Yorlce, 
and Mr Yonge, • That there was a vait Difference between 
the common Plague, which is Epidemical in Turky, and th 
Contagion which at prefent rages in the South Parts 
France, to prevent the bringing over of which this Bill was 
chiefly intended. That therefore it might be left to the 
Discretion of the King and his Ministers to aft in that Mat- 
ter as they mould fee Occafion, and to give Directions ac- 
cordingly by Proclamation :' And Mr Thomas Broderick, 
added, ' That for his Part, he was more afraid, that in this 
Cafe, as on other Occaflons, the King would be too merci- 
ful, rather than too fevere.' Hereupon the Bill was gone 
through. Then, upon the Queflion, when the Amendment 
made thereto mould be reported, Sir Gilbert Heathcote 
they who were againil the Bill inMed to have it put 
that there might be more Time to confider of any Objections 
that might be made againlt it : But Mr Brodcrick faid, ' He 
thought no Time ought to be loll in a Cafe of this Nature, 
wherein the Lives of us all were concern'd : That for his 
Part he wifh'd the Bill could obtain the RoyalAffent that ve- 
ry Day ; and therefore mov'd, * That it be reported the next 
Day, which being order'd accordingly, the faid Amendments 
were then agreed to, and the Bill order'd to be engrofs'd. 
Tke"»i!itoprwit Nov, 20. The Commons read the third Time, pafs'd, and 
SrrtTS ! e, r ^d t ' :efentu P t0 the Lords, the Bill, To enable his Majefty effeBv- 
pafc'i ally to prohibit Commerce, for the Space of one Tear, viith 

any Country that is, or Jhall he, infeSed with the Plague, 

December 13. A Petition of the Quakers, in Behalf of their 

Friends, who fcruple the Form of folemn Affirmation, viz. 

be brought in, in the Words, In the Prcfence of Almighty God, was prefented 

bvour »i um qui- tQ ^ H 0u f ej ^d reat j^ praying, that Leave be given to 

bring in a Bill, For granting the faid People fuck Forth of 
Affirmation- or Declaration, as may remove, thofe Difficulties 
which many of them lie under ; or fuch other Relief as to 
the Houfe mould feem meet : This Petition was fpoke to by 
Sir John Ward, and Mr Heyfham, Members for London, 
who were back'd by the Lord William Paulet, Mr Slc-f 
Mr Horatio Walpole, and Sir Wilfrid Lawfon * ; whereof 

sir Wllf - Linton. a gill was orderM to be brought in, according to the Pray* 
of the faid Petition. 

Dec. 15. The Quaker's Bill was read the firftTime. 

a Bin Dtrftruio Dec. 16. Upon the Motion of Mr Hutchefon, a Bill 

H*£ m Order'd to be brought in, For the better f curing the Freedom 
of Eleeliotis of Members to ferve in Parliament. 

Dec. 19. The Commons read a fecond Time, and 
mittcd the Bill in Favour of the Quakers. 

* (hie $ tht G»mm* «f flw Ya*£t'Bia&aate. 
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January 9. The Bill, For granting the People ralTd Qua- ^J ij**- L 
rtf fuch Form of Affirmation or Declaration, at may remo-ve V»^^>/^>^ 
be Difficult its -which many of them lit under, was read the The Quaker-? boi 
third Time, pafs'd, and fent up to the Lords. * 

Jan. 16. A Bill, For /tearing the Freedom of Elecliom of 
Members to feme in Parliament, was read the firft Time. 

Jan. 22. The above-men tionM Bill was read a fecond 
Time ; upon which Mr Hutchefon ftuod up and fpoke for 
committing the fame, as follows, 
Mr Speaker, 

Tho' I think the Neceflity of the Bill which has been Mr Hutehefon-s 
read to you, is of itfelf a furhcient Argument for it, yet f^J^'C^ 
fince I was one of thofe who had the Honour of your Com- j£ *£ *£ ££ r '% 1 
mands for bringing it in, it may, perhaps, be expeeled that Et*Bmi, ttt- 
I fhould fay fomething upon it. As therefore there is too 
much Reafon to apprehend, that this is the laft Struggle you 
are ever like to have for the Prefervation of your Rights and 
Liberties ; fo certainly the Efforts of every honeil Man are 
more than ordinarily requifite at this critical Juncture, to pro- 
cure, if it be pofllbie, the Choice of a free and independent 
Parliament, that being the only Means, under Providence, 
which can fave you from that State of Ruin and Confufion, 
which feems fo immediately to threaten, and to be hanging 
over you. If you mould have the Misfortune tomifenrry, 
and that the Majority of this Houfe mould hereafter be com- 
posed of Perfons, who have Views and Schemes to purfue 
repugnant to the common Good and Eafe of their Country, 
what elfe muft you then expeel but the Continuance at leaft, 
if not the Increafe, of thofe heavy Burthens you have already 
upon you, and at every Tum to fee the Honour and SancTion 
of Parliament bafely proftitutcd to the deftructive Meafures 
of thofe, who (lull then happen to be in Power, which, 
without other Means of Violence, could not be juitify'd and 
fupported ? If you fhould be plung'd into an unneceflary and 
expenfivc War, if your Trade and Interell mould be facri- 
fie'd for the Sen ice of other Princes, and it may be, that 
done too, only to engage them to the Conceffion of foreign 
Provinces and Acquisitions, in which Britain has not the leaft 
Concern, what Rcdrefc could our Country hope for, even 
under fuch Grievances, from Patriots who had thcmfclves 
contributed towards them, or were the mercenary Tools and 
Dependents of thofe who had ? All Manner of Liceritionfiiefs 
and publick Rraudt would then haw their open and avow'd 
Advocates ; and it would be no Wonder to fee the gTeatcft 
Criminals efcape unpunii II the Power of Rendi- 

tion and Pardon of Crimes were fa much in their On 
Hands. 
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* n ™ * J^ 6 r * It is toe notorious what Attempts are now carrying on 
to invade the Freedom of your approaching Elections ; in 
fome Places by Threats,, to fill and over-awe them with the 
quartering of Troops, if they do not comply ; in others, by 
the corrupt Soilicitations of Agents and Undertakers, em- 
ploy 'd by thofe, who, from the incredible Sums which are 
difpers'd, one mult, imagine, have more than private Furies 
at their Command, 

* But what, in God's Name, can all this tend to > What 
other Conftru&ion can any Man in common Scnfe put upon 
all thefe Things, but that there feems to have been a form'd 
Defign, by Violence and Oppreffion, firft to humble you and 
to make your Necks pliable to the Yoke that is defign'd for 
You, and then to finilh the Work by tempting the Poverty 
and Neceflities of the People, to fell chemfelves into the moil 
abjccl and deteftable Slavery, for that very Money which had 
been either unncceflarily rais'd, or mercilefly and unjuftly 
plunder'd and torn from their very Bowels ? And thus you 
may be in a fair Way of being fubdu'd by your own Wea- 
pons* Nor can I imagine what Inducement Men can have, 
who run from Borough to Borough, and purchafe their Elec- 
tions at fuch extravagant Rates, unlefs it be from a ftrong Ex- 
pectation of being well repaid for their Vote 1 !, and of recei- 
ving ample Recompenre and Rewards for the fecret Service 
they have covenanted to perform here. In this Situation, it 
i^ high Time for Gentlemen to put themfelves upon their 
Guard ; and if it be not already too late, to endeavour to put 
a Stop to the Courfe of thofe Evils, which are otherwile 
likely fo foon to overtake thern. It is for thefe Purpofes chat 
this Bill is now before you, and I hope it either is, or by 
your Affillance will be made fuch, as may fully anfwer the 
Ends for which you were pleas'd to order it to be brought in. 
( The Abufes in the Manner of difpatching your Writs to 
the Sheriffs, were the Motives which firft led you into this Confi- 
deration. I am perfuaded the Method here prefcrib'd to re- 
gulate that Matter, will be found (o eafy and practicable, 
nnd fo little liable to any Objection, that it would be nefdlefs 
in me to take np your Time in enlarging upon that Head : 
But for the Penalties upon falfe Returns, unlefs they are 
fettled on the fcverdl and raoft rigorous Terms, it will be in 
vain for you to contend with Sheriffs and returning Officers, 
who, inilead of the People in whom the Right is and ought 
to be lodg'd, will draw the whole Power of Elections into 
their own Hands, and therefore they ought to be tyed up to 
fuch ftrict Rules, as that they lhall never dare, upon any Ac- 
count whatfoever, to depart from them, much leis to be fub- 
jeft to thofe Sort of Influences, which, of all others, you hav 
moft Reafon la be jcatora tf , \Nc \saaw» ^ax^^ns here- 
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tofore Iiave not only brib'd the returning Officer, but have 
even indemnify "d him ag.iinft the whole Penalty of Five Hun- 
dred Pounds, rather than not get the Return, right or wrongs 
in Favour of then delves -, depending, I fuppofe, upon the 
Strength and P;u tbliry of their Friend?, to maintain them, 
at any Rate, in the unjuftihable Poffeifion of a Seat here ; this 
has been praclis'd upon former Occafion% and therefore there 
is always jxifh Grounds to fufpeft it will be attempted again. 
And it is now come to fuch a Pafs, that if ycu were even to 
double that Penalty, without doing fometJiing elfe, I am 
afraid it would have little or no EfftcT But when all thofe 
Bonds of Indemnity are deelar T d null and void, when die 
Securities ulually given and taken upon thefe Qccafjons are 
withdrawn, they may then, perhap, be deterr'd, at leaft 
from fo barefae'd a Practice of thefe arbitrary and illegal 
Proceedings for the future. 

■ Another Expedient far fecuring the Freedom of your 
Elections, and which, I think, will more efFeftually contri- 
bute towards it, than any one Thing whatfoever, is the an- 
nulling the Votes of thofe Swarms of Officers in the Cuftomi 
and Excife ; they are already fubjefted Co the Penalty of one 
hundred Pounds, if they fhali prefume to intermeddle ; this 
therefore is no more than a natural Confequence, and a ne- 
ceffary Enforcement of what you have done before. The 
Commiffioners themfelves of thofe Branches of the Revenue 
have been for fome Time under a legal Incapacity of fitting 
here, as being thought under fuch ftrong Ties and Influence?, 
in regard to their Employments, as were inconfiilent with 
that Freedom with which Men ought to ail in Parliament ; 
certainly then the fame Reafon will hold good as to the 
Votes of them and ihcir inferior Officers, efpecially in Mat- 
ters that fo nearly relate to it. There is likewife a Provifo, 
that no Perfon mall be capable of pofTefling any of thefe Of- 
fices, for a certain Time to be limited, after they fhali have 
tender'd their Votes in any Eledion ; and die Reafon of that 
is very plain ; without it all this Difability would fignify no- 
thing ; for by difplacing them juft to ferve a Turn, and re- 
ftoring them again immediately after, the whole Force of 
this Claule would be entirely defeated. 

* I make no doubt but the Intention was very juft and 
commendable of the Gentlemen who brought in the Quali- 
fication Aft, which was certainly defign'd to eftabliflj a land- 
ed Property in Parliament, without which, I will venture to 
fay, it will be impoffible you fnould be fafe ; but that Matter, 
ifcmds at prefent upon fo loofe a Foot, that I am afraid it 

lithertO been of very little Ufe Or bcrv;ce to you. V 
Dependence, for Ir.ft.ince, can you, have upon a Man who 
has no more than three hundred Pounds a YxH m Vat\&, o\ % 
/. M m 
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perhaps, only an Annuity of that Value for Life, and has 
at the fame Time thirty or forty thoufand Pounds in theFunds, 
or nn Employment of two or three thoufand Pounds a Year 
civil or military from the Crown ? And even that fmall Qua- 
lification is no otherwife obligatory upon him, but merely to 
fwear to his having it, if it be requir'd, at the Time of his 
Election ,; for tlio* he foils if, or otherwife divefts himfelf of 
it immediately after, ; et it remains a Doubt, whether, by 
fo doing, he ihall vacate his Seat in Parliament. This is 
certainly fuch an Omiflion as requires to be better regulated 
and explain'd. There is likewife a Saving in that Aft in 
Favour ofveldell Sons of Peers, and the fame for thofe of 
Commoners of fix hundred Pounds a Year ; but I confefs I 
tim at a Lofs to find out upon what Grounds the latter was 
inferred, unlefs Care had been taken at the fame Time to 
hive oblig'd the Father or the Son to have prov'd the Pof- 
feflion of fuch an Eibte ; for at prefent, let the Circum- 
ilanccs of the Family be what they will, if the eldeir. Son 
can procure himfelf to be elected, I cannot fee but he is in- 
d to a Seat here, without any farther Examination what- 
foever. This is another Defect fo grofs in your former Aft, 
and opens a Back-Door to fo many Perfons, fo entirely con- 
trary to the Intent and Meaning of it, that it very well 
jullifies the Repeal of it by this Bill, I mean fo far only as 
it relates to the eldeft Sons of Commoners. 

■ Whether the Houie will bewilling to enaft it by a Claufe, 
mull be fubmitted to them, I only take the Liberty to menti- 
on, that it were very much to be wilh'd, that Gentlemen of 
Eihtes and Families in die Country would heartily unite in 
this Particular, of keeping the Elections in their feveral 
Counties among themfelves ; that they would refolve inviola- 
bly to fupport each other's Imerelt ag.iinft the Incroachments 
and corrupt Applications of Strangers, let them come from 
what Quarter they will. If this were done, it would, in a 
great Mealure, put an End to thofe dangerous and infamous 
Practices thatare now on Foot, and we might hope once more 
to fee this Houfe fill'd with Gentlemen of free and indepen- 
dent Fortunes, fuch as would be above making their Court 
any where at tli*" Expence of their Country, and would de- 
(pue all Manner of flavilh Concefiions to Men 1 in Power ; Mini- 
it-, m would then be neither able to flcreen themfelves, or 
their Friends, ngainlt your Inquiries; and the boldeil and 
moll enterprifmg of them would be made to tremble at the 
Apprehenfions of your Animr.riveifions upon them ; nor 
ihould we then, it is to be hop'd, fit tamely here, and fee our 
Country harratVd with the Expences of fruitlcfs Expeditions 
abroad, and wish the Maintenance of a Handing Army at 
home, dangerous iq out Coti^uU^a-axA\iJQ«^ss» 
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' There are other Parts of this Bill, which I had like to An ™ \ _?«"• '■ 
have omitted to have fpoken to, which arc detignM, if pofli- \^-\'~~^ 
hie, to put a Stop to th.it Torrent of Bribery and Corruption, 
v. bich the Iniquity of the Times has let in upon you ; and 
tho* I have very little Profpccl of any good Effect that Way, 
and whatfoever the Fate of this Bill may be, every Gentle- 
man, I darefwear, will fo fir agree, that fome Method mould 
be taken to prevent fuch Practices, or the Kingdom muft be 
undone. If at this Time you had Men at the Head of your 
Adminiftration, who had ever been charg'd with, or any Way 
convicted of fuch Crimes, I own it would be in vain to pro 
pofe this, or any other Method, to punifh and difcourage it- 
Were it poffible to believe, that the Influences of fuch Men 
could prevail here, or in any other Branch of the Legitiature* 
it would then be no Wonder to fee this Bill mifcarry, or to 
hear it treated as a Competition of Abfurdities, or ?.s a Viola- 
tion of the Birthrights of great Numbers of his Mayfly's beft 
Subjects, But at prefent this mall be no Reafon with me to 
anticipate fo much ill Fortune to it, fince it is plain it could 
come before you with no other View, but toreftore the Free- 
dom and Honour of Parliament, to refcue the Rights and 
Liberties of our Country, and to fave, if it btpoftble, the 
poor Remnant of our Conftiturion. Thefe are the Considera- 
tions which occur to me in Favour of this Bill ; and I humbly 
move you that it may be committed.' 

Accordingly the faid Bill was committed to a Committee 
of the whole Houfe. 

February i . Sir John Cope, Bart. Member for Tavi- sir John cope 
flock, charged Sir Francis Page, one of the Barons of the p^-^ii, . 
Exchequer, with endeavouring to corrupt the Borough of Z'x°*™i™ pt 
Banbury in the County of Oxon, in order to procure Sir niniury. 
William Codrington to be chofen a Reprefentativc for the 
laid Borough in the entiling Election. The Sum of this 
Charge was, that Mr Baron Page had not only offer'd to the KMe mawa. 
faid Corporation to forgive them ftx or feven hundred Pounds, 
they o\v\l him for their new Charter, but likewife to give 
them another large Sum in ready Money, which Sir John 
Cope having ofFer'd to prove by undeniable Evidence, fet the 
whole Houfe into a Flame ; and fome Members were for 
cenfuring the Baron immediately j but Mr Robert Walpole 
moderated that Heat, reprefenting, • That it was unreafon- 
ablc to arraign, condemn, and cenfure a Man, efpecially one 
in fo eminent a Station, before they heard what he had to 
fay in his own Vindication ; and betides, that it would look 
like prejudging the Merits of the Eleclion of that Borough ; 
and therefore he was of Opinion, they ought not to take 
any Notice of that Complaint, until the EAc&iwv vjm, cnm* 
Mm i *wi 
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and then, if any Thing of that Nature nppeni-M, the Houfe 
might proceed to cenfure as they mould think fit.' He was 
fupported by fevcral other Members of the Court- Party, who 
alledg'd, ' That when they mould hear what Mr Baron Page 
had to fay for himfelf, the Matter might appear quite other- 
wife ; and that the Gentleman who accus'd him, might be 
either mifmform'd, nr impos'd upon.' Hereupon die Matter 
of the faid Charge was ordcrM to be heird at the Bar of the 
Houfc the 1 3th. Then in a Committee of the whole Houfe, 
the Commons went upon the Bill,, For better ftcarittg the 
Freedom of Ekelions of Members to fert'e for the Commons 
in Parliament ; upon which there were grtat Det 
feveral Claufes mat were offer'd to be hrierud in the E:J1 : 
One of them was, that no Officer of the Cufloms, or I 
fhould have any Vote at any Election for Parliament-.- 
which was ftrenuoufly opposed by the Court Party, as taking 
away from the iaid Officers their Birthright, as Er.glifhmen 
snd Freeholder? i [o that after fome Speeches made uii Loth 
Side?, the Country-Party were contented to drop that Clanfc. 
Another was propos'd, importing, That no Perfon who did 
not pay Scot and Lot, mould have a Vote in a Corporation ; 
but this was alfo oppos'd by the Courtiers, who urg'd, ' That 
it had already been adjudgd, at Committees of Elections, and 
agreed to by the Houfe, in feveral Cafes, that iuch Perfons, 
in fome Places, mould have no Votes ; and that in other 
Places they fliould be allow'd to vote, provided they did not 
receive Alms from the Parim. 1 The other Party, in order to 
give the Bill a more eafy PafTage, did not think fit to infill 
upon this fecond Claufe neither ; and fo the Bill was gone 
through, and order'd to be reported on the 6th. 

Feb. 7. The Houfe order'd. That the Complaint made 
the Day before by Sir John Cope, Bart, againir, Mr Baron 
P;ige, be by him pat into Writing, and deliver v d to Mr 
Baron Page ; and, That Sir Jolin Cope, Bart, and Mr 
Baron Page be heard at the Bar of this Houfe by thei 
Counfef, upon the Matter of the faid Charge. 

Feb. 7. The cngrofs'd Bill, For hitter jl-curitig the Freedom 
of EUShus, was read the third Time, pais d, and fent up 
to the Lords ; who rejected it, on the iecor.d Reading there- 
of February the 1 3th. 

Feb. 13. The Houfe went upon the Complaint of Sir 
John Cope, Bart, againft Mr Baron Page, for endeavouring 
to corrupt Several of the leading Members of the Corpora 
of Banbury againft the next Election ■, and to aggravate thi 
Matter, Sir John Cope acquainted the Houfe, that he was 
informed, that fome of li | with 

and that there was one Mr Gregory at the Door, who couli 
give the Houfc an Account. A«w>f. Mr, Gregory havi. 
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thereupon been call'd in, and sxamin'd, Sir John Cope 
mov'd, That the Matter of the faid Charge might be referred 
to the Confideration of a Committee, upon Oath ; but this 
was oppos'd by the Courtier?, who urg'd, That the faid 
Complaint was already ordered to be heard at the Bar of 
this Houfe this Day. and the Quellion being put, that the 
hearing the Matter of the faid Charge at the Bar of this 
Houfe be difcharg'd, it was carry 'd in the Negative by 176 
Voices againlt 135. Then Sir John Cope mov'd, and 
the Queltion was propas'd, that the Witneffes to be examin'd 
in the Matter of this Charge, be examin'd at the Bar of this 
Houfe in the molt folemn Manner ; but the previous Queflion 
being put, that the Qyeftion be now put, it pafs'd in the Ne- 
gative by 144 Votes againlt 142. Then the Counfel for Mr 
Baron Page being call'd in, and the Charge of Sir John 
Cope againlt him read, the Mayor of Banbury, and other 
Witneffes, were call'd in, and examin'd by Sir John Cope ; 
after which, the Counfel for Mr Baron Page was heard, 
and a Witneis examin'd- The Witneffes for Sir John Cope 
declar'd, * That Mr Baron Page being with Sir Adolphus 
Oughton, and Sir William Coddrington in the Town-Hall at 
Banbury, Mr Baron Page call'd the Mayor and two or three 
of the Aldermen into another Room, and difcourfing with 
them about a Perfon to be (et up at the next Election to repre- 
fen* the Corporation, he propos'd to them Sir William Co- 
drington. That they anfwer'd. They would be very glad to 
accept one of his Recommendation j bat added, that molt 
other Corporations made a confiderable Advantage of their 
Elections ; and they knew no Reafon why they Ihould not do 
it as well as their Neighbours ; that they wanted to have their 
Streets pav'd, an Augmentation to their Vicarage, and a 
School to be built ; which the Corporation not being able to 
do of themfelves, their Stock being very low, they therefore 
expected, that the Perfon who fhould be chofen mould be at 
that Expence, which, in all, might amount to 500 1. or 600 1. 
That thereupon the Baron told them, he did not expect fuch 
an Anfwer ; that they knew he had been very kind to the 
Corporation, and had been at a great Charge, no lefs than 
600 1. or 700 1. to procure them a new Charter ; that he 
never intended to alk that Money of them, and if they would 
I Rclcai'c for ft to be drawn up, he would readily fign 
it, which he did accordingly on the 2 2d of December lall. 
That this was all that pats' d then j but that the Baron came 
afterwards to them, and offer" d them firit 1 00 1, and then 
came up to coo 1.' It being late, the Houfe adjoum'd the 
farther hearing of that Matter to the next Day. 

l\-b. 1 1- At cr the farther examining of Witneffes. and 
hearing of Mx Baron Page's Comuel, a Motion tau^TQafe, 
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and the Quertion put, that it appeared to this Houfe, that 
John Cope, Bart, had made good his Charge againft 
TteHanLreCfata Francis Page, one of the Barons of his Majefty's Exchequ 
it u-as, after a long Debate, carry 'd in the Negative, by 1 2 
Votes only againft 1 24, 

Feb. 1 6. The. Houfe went into a Committee upon a BiU, 
To enable the South-Sea Company to dijpofe of the EffeSs in 
their Hands by Way of Lottery or Sub/eription, in order to 
pay the Debts of the faid Company, Sir Thomas Crofs being 
in the Chair, Mr Robert Walpofe offer'd a Claufe to be 
added to the Bill, To impvwer the South-Sea Company to dif 
pefe of Part of their Capital Fund, not exceeding tioo Hun 
drtd Thau/and Pounds per Annum, to any Ptrfons, Body Pali- 
tick or Corporate, to enable them to pay their Debts. This 
Claufe was very Itrenuoufly oppos'd by Mr Archibald Hutche- 
fon, the Lord Morpeth, General Rofs, and Mr Pultc 
who fuggerted, ■ That this was but an Ingraftment in other 
Terms : That the South-Sea Company had defir'd no fwcfa 
Power ; but if they h^d it, the Directors would not fad 
making Life of ir, whether there was any Occafion for it or 
not.' To this Mr Walpole replied, ' He perceiv'd, that be- 
caufe he had once declar'd himfelf in Favour of an Ingraft- 
ment, every Thing he propos'd fwee appear'd frightful, as 
tho* he were in the Intereli of another Company, and not in 
that of the South-Sea ; but that he took that Opportunity to 
declare, that he had no Manner of Concern in the Bank, 
where, for a long Time, he Irad not had one Penny ; where- 
as he had, at this very Juncture, a confiderable Stock in the 
South-Sea Company, and therefore had Reafon to be for the 
Intereft of the latter, if he confider d only his awn ; but that 
in this whole Affair, he had the pubtjek Good principally in 
View : And altho' he had been fo much reflected on for being 
for an Ingraftment, yet he would undertake to prove to any 
two unprejudie'd Gentlemen in that Houfe, as plainly as Fi- 
gures could do, that an Ingraftment had been for the Intereil 
and Advantage of the South-Sea Company. That as to this 
Claufe, he could not imagine, why any one concern *d in the 
laid Company, mould be againrt their having as much Power 
as they could, fince it was in their Choice, whether *they 
would make Ufe of it or not: That confidering the prefent 
Circumrtanccs of Afiairs, the lownefs of Publick Credit, the 
Parliament'-* Jr.u mg to an End, and how many Accidents 
might happen before another Scffion, he thought it could not 
hurt the Company to have Power from the prelenr Parlia- 
ment, to do what they might have Occafion to apply for to 
t Parliament, when, perhaps, none were fitting. 1 Hereupon 
the faid Claufe was agreed to, and the Bill gone through, 

Feb. 
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Feb. 23. The Commons read the third Time, pafs'd, and AnnoB. Oeo.f. 
fent up the faid Bill to the Lords. V^^S/^v- 

March 7. The King went to the Haute of Peers with the mfth&pjM. 
ofogj State and Solemnity, and the Commons attending, their 
Speaker, upon prefenting die Money-Bill, made the following 
ijpeech to his Majefty, viz. 

Moil gracious Sovereign, 

* >"T" N His is the feventh Year in which your Majefty's faith- ^ s^^rt 

* i ful Commons, without burthening your People with spcecMoeheKay 

* any new or unufual Taxes, have readily and cheerfully Mancy-flai? 8 

* granted to your Majefty the neceflkry Supplies, not only for 
' carrying on the ordinary Expences of the Government, but 

* for maintaining the Honour and Dignity of the Crown ; 
1 and, at the Tame Time, they liave omitted no Opportu- 

* nity of eafing the publick Incumbrances, and of putting the 
' National Debt into a Method of Payment ; for no fooner 

* had your Majefty, by the Vigilance of your Councils, 
' and the Succefs of your Arms, rcftofd and fecur'd the pub- 

* lick Peace and Tranquility, but your Commons immeJi- 

* ately found Means to reduce the Jntereft of the N;u 
' Debt, and thereby fet apart a Fund, which, by a farther 

* Reduction of Intereft fince made by your Commons, will, 

* in a few Years, be confiderably increas'd, and the Payment 

* of the Principal become practicable ; and from which your 

* Majefty's trading Subjects have already reap'd this imme- 

* diate Benefit, that your Commons have been enabled, during . 
c this Seflion, without endangering the Security of any Pjt- 

* liamentary Engagements, to take off fuch Duties as were 
1 found by Experience to be molt prejudicial to the Trade 
■ and Manufactures of your Kingdoms. And as your Com- 

* mons were apprehensive, that the Debt of the N.iv 

* rifing to fuch an Height, as would, if not timely prevented, 
' neceffarily affect and depreciate all other publick Credit, 

* and which would inevitably increafe the CJiarge and Vw 

* pence of the current Service ; they have therefore unani- 

* moufly agreed on fuch Methods of dil'charging fo much of 
' that Debt, as will effectually prevent the Mifchicfs they 
' apprehend, and can be no Ways burthenfome to their Fd- 
4 low-Subjects. 

* Thus have your Commons fully and happily complcated 

* every Thing which your Majefty was gracioufly pleas'd to 

* recommend to them at the Beginning of this Seffion ; and 

* whenever your Majefty, in your Royal Wifdom, mail a 

* think it proper to meet your People in Parlian;' 

imitate your prefect Houfe of Commons in 1 

* ana , in our Stead.. 

1 to ftipport your Government ; may &ey BBBJCBMie, 
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with luce Application and Diligence, to extend Trade and 
Commerce, the true and natural Source of Wealth and 
Plenty in thefe Kingdoms ; and we fliould think ourfelv 
' happy, if even out Miitakes might be of Service to your 
4 MajeJly, by being a Warning to thofe that come after us 

* And that wJien the Wifdom of your Majeiky's Councils, 

* and tlieSteadinefs of your Adminifrration, ihall have rtibr*J 
' Credit to its former flourilhing Condition, they may not 
' grow wanton with too much Profpcrity, but may proceed 

* with fuch Caution and Prudence in their Endeavours to 

* IcfTen the National Debt, as may put it out of the Power 

* of any Set of Men to produce Mifery and Diftrds, from 

* what fhall be propos'd for the Eafe and Benefit of your 
1 People : And that, by the Blelfing and Afliftance of Divine 

* Providence, they may fo effectually unite the Affections of 

* your People, and firmly eftablifh your MajeHy's Throne, 
t That the Scepter may not depart from your Royal Houfe, 
' /tor a Lawgiver from betKveen your Feet ! that the ancient 

* legal Conftitution of this Kingdom, in King, Lords, and 
' Commons, may be perpetuated in your Majdty and your 

* Royal Pofterity, till Time fhall be no more. 
* Your M.ijeity having been, at different Time?, in the 

* Courfe of this Seffion, gracioufly pleas 1 d ro accept fuch 

* Supplies, as your Commons offer' d to your Majeily for the 
' Service of this Year, they do now humbly pray your Ma- 

* jelly's like gracious Acceptance of a Bill they haveprepar'd 
' for Jifcharging the Debt of the Navy, intitled, An ji&for 
' paving off and cancelling one Million of Exchequer BilL, &c.' 

After this the King gave the Royal Aflent to the faid 
Bill ; alfo to a Bill. To enable the South-Sea Company to dif- 
pofe of the Bfi&t in <■'■<''• Hands by Way of Lottery o> 
fenption, &c. Alfo to fevcral other pubhek, and private Bilk. 

After which his Majefty made the following Speech. 



The King's Sp--'h *' 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 

YOn could not have given me a more acceptable In- 
itance of your Zeal and Affection, than by difpaich- 
" ing, with fo much Unanimity, the feveral Particulars [ 
" recommended to you at the Beginning of this Seffion, for 
" the Eafe and Advantage of my People. 

** The many and great Encouragements you have given to 
'• our Trade and Manufactures, and the Provifion you have 
" made for our being fupply'd with naval Stores from our 
" own Plantations, will, I make no doubt, excite the In- 
" duftry of my Subjcch, employ a greater Number of the 
** Poor, encreafe our Navigation, and be a coniiderablc Ad- 
m to the ttataa AtiA Jftw^oi \k« Nation. 
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Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, Anno 8. G». i. 

" The raifing the current Supplies of the Year, and the 
*' making a Provifion for the Discharge of io confiderable a 
" Part of the Debt of the Navy, is a farther Proof of your 
** AfFetf ion to me, and your Regard for the Publick ; and 
" doing it in a Manner fo little burthenfome to my People 
« gives me the greatelt Satisfaction. 
My Lords and Gendemen, 

'* I cannot in Juftice part with this Parliament, without 
" returning you my fincereft Thanks, far your fleady and 
" refolute Adherence to my Perfon and Government, and to 
*? the IntereJl of the Proteftant Caufe, both at Home and 
" Abroad. The Enemies of our happy Conftitution have 
" given the ftrongeft and moll honourable Teitimony of your 
" Behaviour in thele Particulars, by the implacable Malice 
" which they have, upon all Occafiotin, exprefs'd againlt you. 

" You mull all be fenfible, that they are, at this Juncture, 
" reviving, with the greateit Induflry, the feme wicked 
" Arts of Calumny and Defamation, which have been the 
" conftant Preludes to publick Troubles and Diforders ; and 
" fuch is their Infatuation, that they flatter themfelves the 
" groflcft Mifreprefentations will turn to their Advantage; 
" and give them an Opportunity of recommending themfelves 
" to the Favour and good Opinion of my People j but I 
" have fo juli a Confidence in the Affection of my Subjects, 
,c and in their Regard for their own Welfare, that I am 
" perfuaded they will not fuffer themfelves robe thus impos'd 
" upon, and berray'd into their own Deftruction. 

" Fdr my Part, as the Prefervation of the Coniflitution in 
" Church and State fhall always be my Care, I am firmly 
" determin'd to continue to countenance fuch as have mani- 
* c fefted their Zeal for the prefent Eihblilhment, and have 
" the religious and civil Rights of all my Subjects truly at 
" Heart ; and I queftion not but that Behaviour, which has 
" jullly recommended them to me, will effectually fecure to 
" them the Good-will of all that arc well affected to my 
** Government ; and will convince the World, that the Ex- 
" pectations of thofe are very ill grounded, who hope to 
" prevail with a Proteitant free People, to give up their Re- 
" ligion and Liberties into the Hands of fuch as are Ene- 
" mies to both." 

And then the Lord Chancellor, by his Mjyefty's Command, t>- - 
prorogued the Parliament to the I 5th of March ; But on UnoW ' li - 
the 10th of rhe fame Month, a Proclamation was iffued for 
the Diflblution of this ParUament, and the Calling another. 
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Ftrfi Seffion of the Second Parliament 
o F 

King George L 

Being the Sixth Parliament ofG re at Britain. 

N the 9th of Oftober, the Parliament being met 

at Weilminfler, purfuant to a Proclamation for 

that Purpofe, the King came to the Houfe of Peers, 

with the ufual State, and the Commons being fent 

for up and attending, his Majefty's Pieafure was fignify'd to 

them by the Lord Chancellor, that they iliould return to 

their Houfe and chuie a Speaker, and prefent him to his 

Majeily the Tmufday following. The Commons being re- 

turn'd accordingly, Mr Pullcney *, Member for Heydon, 

Mr spencfrCom^ made a Motion for chufmg Mr Spencer Compton f, Knight 

of the Shire for Suffex, their Speaker, as a Perfon of known 

Abilities, and consummate Experience, and in all Refpefb 

qualify'd for fo arduous and important an Employment, 

which he had already difcharg'd with univerfal Applaufe> in 

the lait Parliament. This Motion was immediately feconded, 

and being firpported by a great many Voices, he was chofen 

Speaker, without Oppofition. 

OiloBcr 1 1. The King being come again to the Honfe of 
Peers, the Commons prcfented their Speaker to his Ma- 
jeiVy, who, by the Mouth of the Lord Chancellor, fignify'd 
his Approbation of their Choice, Then the Lord Chancellor 
read his Majeily 's Speech to both Houfes, as follows. 

My 

Appointed Lord" Lieutenant of the E<tjr Riding of Ttrkjbire } J*rm*r/ 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, Anno 9. Geo. 1, 

I Am concerned to find my felf oblig'd, at the opening of JZ"" 
this Parliament:, to acquaint you, that a dangerous Con- The Kin^isp^ch 
Ipiracy has been for iume Time form'd, and is ftill car- i' mStTofVi » V 5 ** 
lying on, againft my Perfon and Government, in Favour conn Parliament, 
of a Popifli Pretender. 

" The Difcoveries I have made here, the Informations I 
have r£ceiv'd from my Miniilers abroad, and the Intelli- 
gences I have had from the Powers in Alliance with me, 
and indeed from moil Parts of Europe, have given me 
moll ample and concurrent Proofs of this wicked Defign. 
" The Confpirators have, by their Rmifiaricg, made die 
ftrongeit Inltances for Afliilance from Foreign Powers, but 
were difappointed in their Expe&ations : However, con- 
fiding in their Numbers, and not difcouragM by their for- 
mer ill Succefs, they refolv'd once more, upon their own 
Strength, to attempt the Subversion of my Government. 
" To this End, they provided conliderable Sums of Money, 
cng.igM great Numbers of Officers from abroad, fecur'd 
large Quantities of Arms and Ammunition, and thought 
themfelves in fuch Readinefs, that had not the Confpiracy 
been timely difcover'd, we ihould, without Doubt, before 
now, have fecn the whole Nation, and particularly the 
City of London, involved in Blood and Confuilon. 
" The Care I have taken has, by the Bleffing of God, 
hitherto prevented the Execution of their traitorous Pro- 
jects : The Troops have been encamp'd all this Summer : 
Six Regiments, though very neceffary for the Security of 
Ireland have been brought over from that Kingdom : T lie 
States-General have given me Aflurances, that they would 
keep a confiderable Body of Forces in a Readinefs to em- 
bark on the firft Notice of their being wanted here, which 
was all I defir'd of them, being determin'd not to put my 
People to any more fixpence than what was abfolutely 
ncccllary for their Peace and Security. 
M Some of the Confpirators have been taken up, and fe- 
cur'd i and Endeavours are us'd for apprehending others. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" Having thus in general laid before you the State of the 
prefent Confpiracy, I mull leave to your Confideration 
what is proper and neceflary to be done for the Quiet 
and Safety of the Kingdom. I cannot but believe the 
Hopes and Expectations of our Enemies are very ill 
grounded, in Battering themfelves, that the late Discon- 
tents, occafion'd by private Lofles and Misfortunes, how- 
ever induftrioufly and ■ftialicioufly fomented, are turned 
into Difaffttlion, and a Spirit of Rebellion. 
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w Had I, fince my Acceflion to the Throne, ever 
" tempted any Innovation in our eftabblVd Religion ; had 
♦' I, in any one Inftance, invaded the Liberty or Property 
M of my Subjects, I mould lefs wonder ar any Endeavours 
" to alienate the Affeclions of my People, and draw them 
" into Meafures that can end in nothing but their own Dc- 
" ftruftion. 

** But to hope to perfuade a free People, in full Enjoy- 
** ment of all that is dear and valuable to them, to exchange 
" Freedom for Slavery* the Protectant Religion for Popery, 
" and to facrifice at once the Price of (o much Blood and 
*' Treafure, as have been fpent in Defence of our prefent 
" Eftablifhment, feems an Infatuation not to be accounted 
•' for. But however vain and unfuccefsful thde defperate 
** Projects may prove in the End, they have at prcJent (o 
«' far the defired Effect, as to create Uneafinefs and Diffi- 
,c dence in the Minds of my People % which our Enemies 
t* labour to improve to their own Advantage. By forming 
*' Plots they depreciate all Property that is veiled in the 
■* publick Funds, and then complain of the low State of 
* c Credit : They make an Increase of the National Expen- 
" ces neceflary, and then clamour at the Burthen of Taxes, 
** and endeavour to impute to my Government, as Grie- 
** vances, the Mifchiefs and Calamities which they alone 
44 create and occafion. 

•* I wilh for nothing more, than to fee the publick Ex- 
" pences lefTen'd, and the great National Debt put in a 
" Method of being gradually redue'd and difcharg'd, with 
41 a ft rift Regard to Parliamentary Faith ,' and a more fa- 
*' vourtble Opportunity could never have been hoped for, 
f* than the State of profound Peace, which we now enjoy 
" with all our Neighbours. But publick Credit will al- 
4t ways languim under daily Alarms and Apprehenfions of 
f publick Danger : And as the Enemies of our Peace have 
" been able to bring this immediate Miichief upon us, no- 
t* thing can prevent them from continuing to fubjeft the 
f* Nation to new and conlUnt Difficulties and Dillrefles, 
" but the Wifdom, Zeal, and vigorous Refolutions of this 
" Parliament. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

" I have order'd the Accounts to be made up, and laid 
" before you, of the extraordinary Charge that has been 
" incurred this Summer, for the Defence and Safety of the 
" Kingdom ; and I have been particularly careful, not to 
" direct any Expence to be made greater or fooner than 
*' was of abfolute Neceflity. 

" I have likewife order'd Eib'mates to be prepa/d and 
ff laid before yon, Cos the tkrww trt ^ Yra eofting j and 
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I hope the farther Provisions, which die rreafonable Prac- ' 
dees of our Enemies have made neceffary for our common i 
Safety, may be orderM with fuch Frugality, as very little 
to exceed the Supplies of the laft Year. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" I need not tell you of what infinite Concern it is to the 
Peace and Tranquility of the Kingdom, that this Parlia- 
ment ihould, upon this Occafion, exert themfelves with a 
more than ordinary Zeal and Vigour. An intire Union 
among all that fincerely wifli well to the prefect Eilablilh- 
mens, is now become abfolutely neceffary. Our Enemies 
have too long taken Advantage from your Differences and 
Diffentions. Let it be known, that the Spirit of Popery, 
which breathes nothing but Confufion to the civil and re* 
ligious Rights of a Protectant Church and Kingdom, how- 
ever abandon'd fome few may be, in defpite of all Obli- 
gations divine and human, has not to far poffeffed my Peo- 
ple, as to make them ripe for fuch a fatal Change. Let 
the World fee, that the general Difpofition of the Nation 
is no Invitation to Foreign Powers to invade' us, nor En- 
couragement to Domeitick Enemies to kindle a Civil War 
in the Bowels of my Kingdom. Your own Inteteft and 
Welfare call upon you to defend yourfelves. I lhall 
wholly rely upon the Divine Protection, the Support of 
my Parliament, and the Affections of my People, which I 
(hall endeavour to preferve, by fteadily adhering to the 
ConfHtution in Church and State, and continuing to make 
the Laws of the Realm the Rule and Meafure of all my 
Actions." 1 



O3obtr 1 5 . The Houfe began to enter upon Bufmefs, ap- 
pointed and order'd the Sitting of the Grand Committees 
for Religion, Grievances, Courts of Juftice, Trade, and 
Privileges and Elections ; and made the ufual Handing Or- 
ders and Regulations. When they came to the Committee 
of Privileges and Elections, Mr Hutchefon, Member for Mr Huwhrfbn 
Haltings, mov'd, That it mould confift of 36, or fuch other gESto&fc 
Number of Select Members as the Houfe mould think fit, ^t^S^L- 
who fhould be empowered to hear, try, and determine the mineeof Vh£* 
Merits of Elections j and that no other Members but fuch fj£ri£ by 
as were chofen by the Houfe, might have Votes in the faid 
Committee. He was feconded by Mr Jemrries, Member 
for Droitwich, who thew'd, that this had been the conftant 
Ufege and Practice both before and after Queen Elizabeth's 
Time, and that it had never been othcrwife, till the long 
Parliament in 1641, when all Tilings were in Confufion; 

but ncmhelefs Mr Hutchefon/ 5 Morion waj drop:. 
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Mr Speaker having afterwards reported the King's Spee 
to both Houfes, Mr William Pulteney ftood up, and repr 
fen ted the difmal Conferences of the Plot, if it had picas 1 
the Divine Providence that it had not been timely difcover'd 
and mov'd for an Addrefs of Thanks, on the feveral Heads 
of his Majefty's Speech, particularly to congratulate his Ma- 
jefty on the timely Difcovery of the dangerous and unnatural 
Confpiracy againit his Majefty's Perfou and Government; to 
exprefs the juft Deteftation and Abhorrence his faithful Com- 
mons had of all fuch traiterous Practices, and their Indigna- 
tion and Refentment againft the Authors and Com. 
of them. This was feconded by Mr Doddington, Member 
for Bridgwater ; but Mr Shippen, Member for Newton, 
mov'd, that to the Paragraph, Jffvring bis Majejly, that bit 
faithful Commons -would enable kirn effeQu&lly to fupprafs ail 
remaining Spirit of Rebellion, thefe Words might be added, 
ivilb due Regard to the Liberty of the SnbjeS t the C<mftitH>- 
tion in Church and State, and the La-ius nouu in Force. 
He was feconded by Sir William Wyndham, Member for 
Somerfetlhirt j but Mr Pulteney reply'd, * That fuch a 
Claufe would be injurious to the Kiti£, fince it would look 
like making a Condition or Bargain with his Majelly, and 
tacitly imply, either that the Laws had already been in- 
fring'd, or that the Commons were jealous left his Majeity 
ihould, for the future, break in upon the Constitution 
Therefore, inilead of the faid Claufe, he proposed, that at 
the latter End of the Addrefs, .they mould return his Maj 
fty their Thanks for his molt gracious Declaration, that he 
would preferve the Constitution in Church and State, and 
continue to make the Laws of the Realm the Rule and Mca- 
lurc of all his Actions.' This was feconded by Mr Yonge, 
Member for Honiton : And then the Queftion being put, 
which of the Two Claufes fhould be made Part of the Ad- 
ciefs, it was carry'd for Mr Puheney's Claufe, without any 
Divifion. After this, a Committee was appointed to dra 
up the faid Addrefs. 

Mr Juftice Tracy and Mr Baron Price having brought from 
the Lords, a Bill, To impoivtr his Ma/rjty infective a/rd detain 
fueh Per/out as bis Majefly Jball fufpeS are cor/faring againft 
bis Perfon and Government .' The fame, upon Mr R. Walpole's 
Motion, was immediately read the firft Time, and ordered 
to be read a fecond Time the next Morning. 

Off. 1 6. The faid Bill was read a fecond Time, and a Mo- 
tion being made, and the Queftion put thereupon. That it 
be committed to a Committee of the whole Houfe, the fame 
was oppos'd by Mr Csefar, Member for Hertford, who re- 
ted the dangerous Confequences of a Sufpenfton oi 
Habeas Corpus Aft* to ftc&^Mft ttd Liberties of Englifh- 



[ **7 ] 
men. He was feconded by Mr Hungerford, Member for 
Scarbrougli ; but Mr Broinley, Member for the Univerfity 
of Ckford, ("aid thereupon, * That the chief Objection againit 
this Bill being in Point of Time, and whether the Sufpenfion 
was to continue fig or twelve Months, it was more proper to 
debate it in a Committee than inaHoufe, and therefore he 
was for committing it ; ' which, after fonie fmall Oppofuion, 
was earry'd without dividing. The Houfe being immediate- 
ly refolv'd into that Committee, and the Earl of Hertford f, 
Member for Northumberland, placed in the Chair, Mr Spcn- 
cer Covvper *, Member for Truro, flood up, and open'd the 
Debate. He declar'd, * That he and all his Family had 
come as early and as readily into the Revolution, and on all 
Occafions had appear'd as zealous for the prefent happy Set- 
tlement a* any one : But yet he Could not be of Opinion, 
to trufl the Liberties of the People in the Hands of any Mi- 
nillry, for fo long a Time as above a Year. That nei- 
ther in King William's nor Queen Anne's Reigns, nor fince 
his prefent Majehy's Acceflion to the Throne, even in Times 
of open and actual Rebellion, the Habeas Corpus Act had ever 
been fufpended for above Six Months ; and therefore he 
mov'd, that the prefent Sufpenfion might be limited to that 
Term.' He was feconded by Mr Smith ff, Member for 
EaiUow, and Sir Jofeph Jekyll"*, Member for Ryegate, who 
added, * That if, at the End of thofe fix Months, there ap- 
peared to be a Neceflity for a farther Suipenfion, he mould, 
and he doubted not but the whole Houfe would, readily 
come into it.'' They were anfwered by Sir Robert Raymond f , 
Member for Hellion, who, to fliew the Neceflity of the Suf- 
penfion for a whole Year, faid, * That the prefent Confpira- 
cy being laid deep, fpreading far and wide, and confifting of 
feveral Branches, it recjuir'd a great deal of Time to unravel, 
and make a full Difcovery of it.* Mr Worfley, Member for 
Newton [Hants] having anfwer'd him, he was reply M to by 
Sir Wilfred Lawion, Member for Cockermouth ; after which 
the Debate was continued between Mr Hungerford, Mr Jef- 
feries, Mr Hutchefon, and Mr Sloper, Member for Camel- 
ford, Who all fupported Mr Covvper's Motion j and Mr Pulte- 
ney, Mr Yonge, and Mr H. Pelhaui, •Knight of the Shire for 
SufTex, who were for agreeing to the Bill without Amend- 
ments. At lail Mr Robert Walpole *, Member for Lvnn, 

'laid 
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laid before the Houfe feme Particulars of the deteftable 
and dangerous Confpiracy, which for fome Time pall had 
been, and was fti]l carrying on, for die utter Subverfion of 
the prefent happy Settlement- He faid, ' That this wicked 
Defign was fornVd about Ghriftmas lail ; that the Confpira- 
tors had at firll made Application to fome Potentates abroad, 
for an Ailiftance of 5000 Men : TJiat being deny'd, they af- 
terwards, about the Month of April, made farther Applicati- 
on and earnefl Inftanccs for 3000 Men : That being again dis- 
appointed in their Expectations from Foreign Afliilance, they 
refolved defperately to go on, confiding in their own Strength, 
and fondly depending on the Difaffectton in England ; and 
that their firft Attempt was to have been the feizing of the 
Bank, the Exchequer, and fuch other Places where the pub- 
lick Money was lodg'd : That the Government had undoubt- 
ed Informations of this Plot ever fince May laft ; but never- 
thelefs thought (it not to lake up any Body, becaufe there 
being then two Terms coming on together, the Confpirators 
would have had the Benefit of the Habeas Corpus Act, and fo 
the Apprehending them was put off" 'till the long Vacation." 
He added, * That the trakerous Deiigns againil his Majefty's 
Perfon and Government had been carrying on ever fince the 
Death of the late Queen ; and that they could prove that 
there had been a Meeting of fome coimderable Perfons, one 
of whom was not far offi wherein it had been propoled to 
proclaim the Pretender at the Royal Exchange. That an ex- 
act Account of this deteftable Conspiracy would, in due 
Time, be laid before the Parliament ; And as to the Buii- 
nefs now before them, tho* it was true, that the Habeas 
Corpus Act had never before been fufpended for above fix 
Months j yet, confidering the Lords had made this Sufpen- 
fion for a whole Year, if the Commons mould go about to 
alter it, the fame might oceafion a Difference between the 
two Houfes, which, at this Time of Jealoufy and Danger, 
might found ill in Foreign Courts. 

After this Speech, about feven in the Evening the Queftion 
being pur, that the Bill do pafs as it was fent down from the 
Lords, it was carry'd in the Affirmative, by a Majority of 
24.6 Voices againlt 193. Then the Speaker rcfum'd the 
Chair, and the Earl of Hertford having immediately reported 
the faid Bill to the Houfe without any Amendment ; It was 
read the third Time, and pafs'd without dividing. 

OS. 17. The King came to the Houfe of Peers with the 
And h« the Royal ulbfll Solemnity, and the Commons attending, hi3 Majefty 
gave the Royal Aflcnt to" the faid Bill. 

The fame Day the Houfe presented their Addrefs to the 
ftirtg, as follows •- 
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Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

E your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal Subjects, the 
Commons of Great Britain in Parliament affem- dreb. 0M 



bled, beg Leave to return our humble Thanks to your 
' Majefty, for your moft gracious Speech from the Throne. 

' It is with Hearts full of Joy we approach your facred 
' Perfon, to congratulate your Majefty, that, by the Blefling 
' of God, the Defigns of your Enemies have hitherto been 
' happily fruftrated and difappointed. 

' We cannot fufficiently acknowledge your Majefty's Care 

* and Vigilance, and the wile and prudent Meafures you have 
' taken for our Safety, in ordering the Encampment of the 
' Troops, and fending for fuch others from Ireland, as were 
' thought farther neceffary for the Peace and Quiet of this 
' Kingdom. And it is the greateft Satisfaction to us, to fee 
' the Readinefs of your Majefty's good Friends and Allies, 
' the States General, to afliftyou with a good Body of Forces, 
' if there had been Occafion . 

' But among all the Steps taken for the Safety of your Ma- 
' jefty and the Kingdom, none can poffibly equal that of the 

* fpeedy calling your loyal Commons together in Parliament 1 
' who are met determin'd with the utmoft Unanimity and 
' Zeal, to do every Thing in their Power for the Prefervation 
' of your Majefty's moft facred Perfon : Nor can lefs be ex- 
' pected from the Gratitude and Affection of a free People, 
« fenfible that thro' the whole Courfe of your Reign, no In- 

* novation has been attempted in our holy Religion, nor the 
4 leaft Incroachment made upon the Liberty or Property of 

* any of your Subjects, and that the full Enjoyment of all that 
' is dear and valuable to them, is entirely owing to your Ma- 
' jefty's Government. 

' Tho' the Enemies of our happy Eftabliihment mould have 

* Malice and Boldnefs enough, (till to be carrying on their 
' traiterous Defigns, yet we are perfuaded, that all Uneafi- 
' nefs and Apprehenfions will vanifh, when your faithful Com- 
' mons allure your Majefty, that they will enable you cffec- 

' tually to fupprefs all remaining Spirit of Rebellion. v 

■ If neither the facred Obligation of the moft folemn Oaths, 
' nor the certain Mifery they mult bring upon their Country, 
' who would attempt to overturn this Government, can de- 
' ter them from fuch delperate Undertakings : If there be 
' any of your Majefty's Subjects, who are fo abandon'd, as to 

* be ready to exchange the Proteftant Religion for Popery, 
« and Liberty for Slavery j yet we hope the vigorous Refo- 

f3t#'oT a ttfaJ'-ani' dutiful Parliament will convince them 
tfe flange r as well & Folly of fuch an Attempt ; and fliew 
whole Wo/ld, that the Generality and \k& ?att o»i s 
mm Voi.L Og ^w>ii 
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' your People arc fo far from giving any Invitation to foreign 
' Powers to invade us, that they will, with, their Lives and 
1 J oitunes, fupport your Majefty againft aJl your Enemie* at 
1 Home and Abroad. 

* We cannot therefore exprefs too great an Abhorrence of 

* fuch unnatural Practices, nor too great an Indignation 
' againft thofe who would have made the Capital of this Jlou- 
' rifhing Kingdom a Scene of Blood and Defolation. Wicked 

* Men f wbilft they have the Malice to revile your Govem- 
' ment, and attempt to Overturn it, at the lame Time have 
' the Infolcnce to depend upon the Clemency of it for their 

* Security : While they are endeavouring to deftroy all Li- 
' berty, they are clamouring that a few of them are, for the 

* publick Safety, eonrin'd : Whilft they are attempting to de- 

* ftroy all Property, they are murmuring at the neceffary Taxes 

* given to your Majefty for the Security of it : And whilft 
' they aft againft all Law themfelves, they trail and arecon- 
' fldenr that, even in their own Cafe, the Laws of the Realm 

* will be the Rule and Meafure of your Actions. 

1 We beg Leave to acknowledge, with great Gratitude, 

* your Majefty "s Goodnefs, in affuring us, that notwithftand- 
1 ing the truicerous Practices of your Enemies have made the 

* Increafe of the annual Expence neceftary, yet Care will be 

•n, that the Supplies to be asked for the Year enfuicg, 

* fhall very little exceed what was given for the Service of 

* the laft. 

' And we aflure your Majefty, that we will not only make 

* good the extraordinary Expences that have been already in- 
' curr'd, but will, with all Cheerfulnefs, grant whatever fhall 

* be neceflary for the Safety of the Kingdom 1 being entirely 
' convine'd, that we can by no other Means reftore publick 
' Credit, and enable ourfelves to attempt the gradual Reduction 

* of the great National Debt, with a ftrict Regard to Parlia- 

* mentary Faith, than by doing every Thing in our Power 
' for the Support of your Majefty's Government, and the 
1 happy Fftabliftunent in your Royal Family. 

* And we do with all Humility return your Majefty our 
■ unfeigned Thanks for your moft gracious Declaration, on 
' which we entirely rely, that your Majesty will fleadily ad- 

* here to our Conititution in Church and State, and continue 

* to make the Laws of the Realm the Rule and Meafure of 
' your Actions. 

To the above Addrefs the King return' d the following Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 

I Return you my hearty Th£ 
loyal Add.te',5. The feafcnj 
" Zeal and Affettanv V> my ^vtaa wA. Qscis%naaAe&, 
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" doubt not, contribute very much to the Tranquility and 
" Safecy of the Kingdom ; and as I fliall always look 
" upon my own and the Interelr. of my People to be infe- 
" parable, you may be artur'd t fhall make no Ufe of any 
" Power or Confidence that my faithful Commons (hall place 
" in me, but in Support of the Conltitution, and in Mainte- 
" nance of the Rights and Liberties of my People. 



0.-?, 19. A Motion being nude for a Supply to be granted 
to his Majelly, the fame was referred to the Grand Com- 
mittee. 

Off, 23. The faid Refolution being reported, was unani- 
moufly agreed to. 

03. 26. The Commons in a Grand Committee confi- 
der'd farther of the Supply, and Mr Treby having repre- 
fented the Neceflity, at this Time of Danger from the trai- 
terous Defigns and Confpiracies that were Hill carrying on 
by the Enemies of the Government, to increafe the prefent 
Standing Forces, and thereupon movM for an Augmentation of 
about 4.000 Men, the fame occafion'd a very long and warm 
Debate. The chief Opponents to the Motion were, Mr 
Shippen, Lord Morpeth, Member for Morpeth ; Mr Palmer, 
Member for Bridgwater; Mr Bromley, Mr 'Barnard, Mem- 
ber for London ; Mr Crowley, Member for Okehampton ; 
Sir Thomas Hanmer, Member for Suffolk ; and Mr Hut- 
chefon : But they were anfvvefd by Mr Sandy?, Member 
for Worcefter $ Captain Vernon, Member for Penryn j Mr 
Eversfield, Member for Horlham ; Mr H. Pelham, Mr Dod- 
dington. Lord Stanhope *, Member for Leilwithiel j Mr 
Well, Member for Bodmin ; Mr Smith, Mr R. Walplc, 
Lord Middleton, Member for Midhurlt ; and Mr Pulteney ; 
Tnen theQuefhon being put upon Mr Treby's Motion, it was 
carry'd in the Affirmative, by 236 Voices againlt 164. 
After this, it was refolv'd, without dividing, That the 
Number of effective Men for Guards and Garrifons in Great 
Britain, Jerfey, and Guemfey, for the Year 1723, inclu- 
ding 1859 Invalids, be 18,294 Men, Commiflion and Non- 
Commiflion Officers included. Which Refolution, being 
the next Day reported, was agreed to by the Houfe. 

Oct, 31. The Commons in a Grand Committee, confi- 
der'd of Ways and Means to raife the Supply, and upon 
Mr R. WaJpole's Motion, it was unanimously agreed to 
lay two Shillings in the Pound upon all Lands, Tenements, 
Penfions, Officer, &C. Mr Walpole, on that Occafion, ac- 
TT ' ' ' r hat he hoped that Tax, together 
ind the MiDion in Exchequer Bills 
O o 2 which 
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Anno £ c«. i, w h!c!i the South-Sen Company were to repay to the Go- 
vernment, would go near to anfwer all the neceiTary Expence 
for the next Year's Service ; and to make up what migh 
be deficient, he hinted die laying an extraordinary Tax o 
five Shillings in the Pound on the Eftates of all Rom.m- 
Catholicks and Nonjurors ; which could not be thought 
either unjult or unreafonable, confidering the ill Ufe they 
made of the Saving out of their Incomes, which mod of 
them laid out in maintaining the Pretender and his Adherents 
abroad, and fomenting Sedition and Rebellion at home.'' 

TheUsrrbJtiiic* November 16, The Lords fent a Menage to defire a Con 

■Conference \»ith ' , i ■ « » ► T i ■ »« 

the common., ma ference with the Commons, which being agreed to, the Ma- 
King r i nagers for the Commons, who were Mr R. Walpole, A J 

..Edgecombe, Member for Plympton ; Mr Metbuen, Member 
L ™J for Brackley ; Mr H. Pelham, Mr Hutchefon, Mr Yonge, 
Mr Bromley, and Colonel Bladen, Member for Stockbridge, 
being return'd to their Houfe, Mr Pel linn reported the 
Conference, and that it was to communicate to the Houfe 
a MefTage fent to the Lords by his Majefty, under his Sign 
Manual, concerning an original Declaration in Writiug 
hgn'd by the Pretender himfelf ; together with the faid De- 
claration and a Printed Copy thereof; and that the Lords 
denVd the Concurrence of the Houfe to the following Re- 
futations of their Lordlhips thereupon, viz. ' Refolved by 

* the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Parliament a/Tem- 
' bled ; 1. That the Printed Copy of the Pretender's Dc- 

* claration, mention'd in his Msjefty^s MefTage, be burnt 

* by the Hands of the common Hangman, at the Royal Ex- 

* change in London, upon Tuefday next, at One of the 

* Clock ; IL That the Sheriffs of London do caufe the 

* fame to be burnt there accordingly. 1 
Then the faid Report, and alfo the faid MefTage from his 

Majefly to the Houfe of Lords, and the Declaration fign'd 
by the Pretender, and the Printed Copy thereof, and the 
Refolutions of the Lords thereupon were read. Hereupon 
Mr Sandys mov'd for agreeing with the Lords in the firtt 
Refolution, and being feconded by Colonel Bladen, the fame 
was unanimoufly agreed to. Then the fecond Refolution 
being read a fecond Time, Mr Yonge mov'd for an Amend- 
ment to it, yiz. That the two Sheriffs of London mould 
then attend in their own proper Perfons, and caufe the faid 
Declaration to be burnt by the Hands of the common Hang- 
man ; which Refolution fo amended, was agreed to 
Con. On this Oocafjon, Mr Yonge run over the Pretenders 
Declaration, and expos'd the Infol 
furdities of that Libel. Sir VViOi: 
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for Fpfwich, ("poke alfo with great Vehemence 011 the fame 
Topick, as did alfo Mr H. Pelham, who mov'd, That an 
Addrefs be prefented to his Majelly upon that Subjeft. He 
was feconded by Mr Arthur Onflow, Member for Guildford, 
who reprefented the Danger of Popery, and animadverted 
on the Audacioufnefs of the Pretender and liis Adherents : 
Hereupon, it was refolv'd Nem. Con, That an humble Ad- An Addreb w*ed 
drek be prefented to his Majefty. expreffmg their utm'oft <* ,,lli,,0ccifiDn - 
Aitonifhment and Indignation at the firrprizing Infolence of 
the Pretender, in his late traiterous and prefumptuous De- 
claration s and to affure his Majefty, that his faithful Sub- 
jects being fully Satisfy' d they have no other Security for 
their Religious and Civil Righu-, but the Pcefervation of his 
Perfon and Government and «the Proteftant Succeflion, are 
deiertnin'd to fupport, with their Lives and Fortunes, his 
molt juffc Title to the Crown of thefe Realms, againft the 
Pretender and all his open and fee ret Abettors. And a Com- 
mittee was appointed to draw up an Addrefs, purfuant to the 
laid Resolution. 

AW. 17. Mr Pelham reported the faid Addrefs, which 
being unanimously agreed to, the Managers of the Commons 
were fent to defire their Lordfhips Concurrence both to the 
Amendment to one of their Refolutions beforemention'd, and 
tc the Addrefs the Commons had agreed upon. The Lords 
having readily concurr'd, both Houfes went immediately to 
the Palace at St James's, and prefented to his Majefty the 
(aid Addrefs as follows. 



Moft gracious Sovereign, 

WE your Majefty's moll dutiful and faithful Subjects, tv joint Add* 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons in tX^' 
Parliament aflembled, being deeply affected with the Senfe c ° ,i - e §*f* rt 
of thofe many Bleihngs which we have conftandy enjoy'd, 
and hope long to enjoy, under your Majefty's moft juft 
and gracious Government ; and being throughly convinced 
that our Religious and Civil Rights, as well as the very 
Being of the Britifh N^.ine and Conftitution, do, under 
God, entirely depend upon the Preiervation of your Ma- 
jefty's Sacred Perfon, and of the Proteftant Succeflion, as 
fettled by Law, in your Royal Line, are fill'd with the ut- 
nmil Aitoniihment and Indignation at the unexampled Pre- 
fumption and Arrogance of the Pretender to your Domi- 
minions, in daring to offer fuch an Indignity to your Ma- 
jelly and the Briiifh Nation, as to declare to your Sub- 

1 Princes and States, that he finds 
to offer Terms to your Majefty, 

vhh you for the abfelute Surrender 

jtflies of a tree U*\U8ft. 
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* However great the Infatuation of his Advifers may be, 
we are fenfible nothing could have rais'd his or their Hopes 
to fo extravagant a Degree of Prefumption, but repeated 
' Encouragements and Affurances from the Confpirators at 

* Home, founded on the mod injurious and grofs Mifrepre- 

* fentations of the Inclinations and Affe&ions of your Ma- 
' jelly's Subjects ; and a rafh Conclufion, that becaufe fome, 

* from whom it ought leaft to have been expe&ed, had broke 
' through the folemn Reftraint of reiterated Oaths, in order 

* to raife themfelves on the Ruins of their Country ; there- 
' fore the whole Body of the Nation was ripe for the fame 

* fetal Defection, and ready to exchange the mild and legal 
' Government of a raoft indulgent Prince, for the boundlefs 

* Rage of an attainted Fugitive, bred up in the Maxims of 
' Tyranny and Superftition. 

' But we, your Majefty's moil dutiful and loyal Subjects, 
' refolve, by a fteady and conftant Adherence to your Go- 

* vernment, to wipe off this Stain and Imputation from the 

* Name of Britons ; and to convince the World, that thofe 
' wicked Dcfigns, form'd againft your Majefty's Sacred 

* Perfon and Government, which the Infolence of this De- 
' claration proves to be moft real while it affe&s to treat 
' them as imaginary, are indeed impracticable againft a 
' Prince relying on and fupported by the Vigour and Duty 
' of a Britifh Parliament and the Affcttions of his People. 

1 And we beg Leave in the moft folemn Manner, to allure 
' your Majefty, that neither the impotent Menace of foreign 
' Affiftance, nor the utmoft Efforts of Domeftick Traitors 
' lhall ever deter us from Handing by your Majefty with our 

* Lives and Fortunes, and fupporting your Majefty's moft 

* juft Title to the Crown of thefe Realms, againft the Pre- 
« tender and all his open and fecret Abettors, both at Home 
' and Abroad.' 

To which his Majefty return'd the following Anfwer. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Iwei 1 ^'-' no* Aa * " T e y° u "^"y Thanks for the juft Refentment you 
*< J^ hayg exprefs'd againft the Indignity offer'd to me and 
«« the Britifh Nation. 

" I ftiall continue to proteft and fupport my good People 
" in the full Enjoyment of their Religion, Liberties and 
" Properties, againft all that ftiall endeavour to fubjeel them 
" to Tyranny and Superftition. " 

Nov. 23. In a Grand Committee 
on Ways and Means to raife th 
was made, ThaX XowaiAs wiSxv^^ 
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to the Publick the great Expences occafion'd by the late Re- Anm> 9 Geo. t 
hellions and Diforders, the Sum of One Hundred Thoufand \J^^m^j 
Pounds be rais'd and levy'd upon the real and perfonal Eftates wi«ioointte^ 
of all Papifts, Popifh Recufants, or Perfons educated in the foSS&^SSoSl 
Popilh Religion, or whofe Parents are Papifts, or who (hall mtber*tUn,t* 
profefs the Popilh Religion, in lieu of all Forfeitures already of thccurnaS: ' 
incurr'd for, or upon account of their Recufancy, and in Ycar ' 
lieu of the Rents and Profits of two Thirds of their regifter'd Detate ««wtwB. 
Eftates for one Year. This Motion was oppos'd by Sir Wil- sirwiifreuuw- 
fred Lawfon, and Mr Hungerford, who fuggefted, « That ifrMngeiiM, 
fuch an extraordinary Tax would carry the Face of Perfe- 
ction, which was inconfiftent with the Principles and Tem- 
per of the Proteftant Religion ; ' Dr Friend, Member for Dr. Friend. 
Launcellon, added, ' That fome of thofe that had then- 
Ed ucation in foreign Popilh Seminaries, prov'd fome of the 
belt Friends to the prefent Government.' To this Mr Yonge MrYmge. 
anfwer'd, ' That he knew very little of foreign Education, 
but he doubted very much whether Loyalty to King 
George was taught by Prieils and Jefuits in Romifh Semina- 
ries.' The Lord Gage, Member for Tewkfbury, \voho was Lord Gage. 
bred a Roman Catholic i] hereupon faid, * That he believ'd 
moil of the Roman Catholicks to be very loyal Subjetts, tho' 
by their Principles they cannot take the Oath of Supremacy ; 
and therefore his Lordfhip propos'd that a new Oath of Al- 
legiance might be fram'd for them ; Mr Onflow fpoke on the Mr onflow. 
fame Side, and declar'd his Abhorrence of perfecuting any 
Body, on Account of their Opinions in Religion.' This was N 

anfwer'd by Sir William Thoinpfon, who ftated the Notion, sirW.ThBnpft* 
in his Opinion, of Perfecution, which was only when any 
one is punifh'd for his particular Opinion in Religion, and 
for ferving God according to that Opinion and the Dictates 
of Confcience : But added, ' That was not the Cafe here, 
for the extraordinary Tax now intended to be rais'd upon 
the Papifts, was not a Punifhment for their being Roman- 
Catholicks, but on Account of Penalties they had at divers 
Times incurr'd, for being Enemies to the Civil Government, 
raifing Rebellions, and contriving Plots againft the State.' 
He was replied to by Lord Gage, who was anfwer'd by t^cate. 
Mr Horatio Walpole, and he again by Mr Hungerford. Mr Hun^rfe'd 6 ." 
At laft Mr R. Walpole flood up, and reprefented the great Mr r. walpole. 
Dangers this Nation had been in, ever fince the Reforma- 
tion, from the conftant Endeavours of Papifts to fubvert our 
happy Conftitution and the Proteftant Religion, by the moft 
cruel, violent, and unjuftifiable Methods ; that he would not 
take upon him to charge any particular Perfon among them 
■Mtftfrft ^g p re f ent horrid Confpiracy : But 
s "3S , k. t0 r k° wno ' e World, that many of them 

i.D&Q ttjgigijia'flre prefton Rebellion, w& fome. wx* 
1 '. i ...... * .; i vxhrboA. 
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executed for it ; and the prefent Plot was contrivM at Rome, 
and countenane'd in Popifh Countries ; that many c>l 
Papifts were not only Well-Wilhers to it, but had con 
buted large Sums of Money towards carrying of it on ; 
therefore he thought it very realonable, fmcc they made 
ill L'fc of the Savings of the Incomes of their Eftates, th 
the fame fhouid go towards the great Expence which they 
the Pretender's friends had put the Nation to. 1 Then th 
Qucflion being put upon the Motion -above, it was carried 
in the Affirmative by 217 Votes, againft. 168. 

Nov. 26. The above Resolution was reported, and the 
Queftion being put, That the Houfe agree with the Com 
mittee, It was very vigorously oppos'd by Lord Gag 
Mr Lutwyche, Mr Hungerford, Mr Sloper, and Sir Jofeph 
Jekylk which Iaft took Notice, * That tho' the Law for 
taking away two Thirds of ihe Eftates of Popifh Recu- 
fants, which was made in Queen Elizabeth's Reign, was a 
juft Punilhment the Roman- Catholicks drew upon themfelves 
by their frequent Conspiracies againft her Life and Govern- 
ment ; yet nevertheless, fueh was the Wifdom and Mode- 
ration of that excellent Princefs and of her Minifters, that 
they never put that fevcre Law in Execution ; and fince thole 
great Virtues fhonc no lefs brightly in his prefent Majelry, 
than in Queen Elizabeth, his Royal PredeceiTor, he wiftYd 
he could fay the fame of thofe who have the Honour to ferve 
him. 1 Mr Well fpoke likewife againft the Refolution, 
but was aniwer'd by Mr Lowndes ", Member for Eaftlow, 
Captain Vemon f, Member for Penryn, and Mr R. Walpole, 
fo that the Queftion being put thereupon, it was carried 
by 188 Votes againft. 172? and a Bill was order'd to be 
brought in accordingly. 

December iz. A Petition of the South-Sea Company wa« 
prefented to the Houfe by Sir John Eyles **, Member for Chip- 
penham, and read, fetting forth, That they labour'd under an 
itifupportable Burden, from which they prayM to be reliev'd 
by this Houfe > and that they were content to convert ! 
of their Capital into Annuities, redeemable by Parliament, 
transferable at, and payable by, the faid Company. Here- 
upon Mr R. Walpole inform'd the Houfe, That his Ma- 
jerty had been acquainted with the Subftance of the faid Pe- 
tition, and had commanded him to acquaint this Ho 
That his Majcfty gave his Confent that this Houfe fhouid 
proceed to the Consideration of the faid Petition, upon Con- 
dition that the faid Company fhouid convert one Moiet 

• i fury % 
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their Capital into Annuities. Then fome Claufes in the Aft 
of Parliament of the Seventh Year of his Majefty's Reign, 
intitled, an Aft, For making federal Provi/ions to rejlore the 
publick Credit, nuhicb fuffers by the Frauds and Mi/manage- 
ment of tbe late Directors of the South-Sea Company and 
others, were read, and a Motion being made, that the Peti- 
tion above-mention'd be referr'd to the Confideration of the 
Committee of the whole Houfc, -who were to confider of the 
State of Publick Credit and of the State of the National 
Debt, the laid Motion was oppos'd by Mr Sloper, Serjeant Mr sloper. 
Pengelly, Member for Cockermouth ; Mr Hutchefon, Mr SSHuSSSu 
Freeman, and Sir Jofeph Jekyll ; but being anfwer'd by Sir s[ t ' l TkyU*. 
John Eyles, Mr Methuen, and Mr Robert Walpole, the faid sir John Eyi«. 
Motion was carry'd, without dividing. Then the Houie went 2r £ wSJit. 
into the faid Committee, and a Motion being made for re- 
mitting the two Millions due from the South-Sea Company 
to the Government, and for converting into Annuities one 
Moiety of their Capital Stock : This was ftrenuoufly oppos'd 
by Mr Sloper, Sir Jofeph Jekyll, Mr Thomas Broderick, Jffjgn, 
Member for Guildford j Sir Nathanael Gould, Member for Mr t. &«£"&*. 
Shoreham ; Mr Trenchard, Member for Taunton j Sir Wil- Mr Trenched. " 
frid Lawfon, and Lord Tyrconnel, Member for Lincoln; "tow** tar. 
who were anfwer'd by Mr Hungerford, Sir John Eyles, Mr Lotd Tyrconnel. 
Yonge, Mr Horatio Walpole, Mr Robert Walpole, and Mr tkfSSftSU' 
William Pulteney. After a Debate that lafted till Seven in M r r avfcipoie. 
the Evening, the Queftion being put upon the faid Motion, MrR. walpole* 
the fame was earned in the Affirmative by 210 Voices 
againft 147. 

January 15. Upon a Motion made by Sir John Ruihout, 
Member for Eveftiam, it was refolved, Hem. Con. That a 
Committee be appointed to examine Chriftopher Layer, in -a Committee »p- 
Relation to the Confpiracy mentiond in his Majefty's Speech, mX' a^opim 
at the Opening of this Parliament, to be carrying on againft l *>' ei * 
his Perfon and Government ; and order'd, That fuch Mem- 
bers of the Houfe as were of his Majefty's Privy-Council, be 
the faid Committee, viz. The Hon. Mr. Spencer Compton, 
Speaker; Mr Robert Walpole, Sir Jofeph Jekyll, Mr Me- Their HimMJ 
thuen, Mr William Pulteney, Mr John Smith, Mr Hampden, 
Lieutenant-General Wills, and Sir Robert Sutton. After An a 'dreft re- 
this, upon another Motion made by Mr Robert Walpole, it SjaKpw^ 
was alfo rcfolv'd, to addrefs his Majefty, for the feveral **** tteret0 » 
Examinations and Papers relating to Chriftopher Layer. 

Jan. 16. Mr R. Walpole, puriuant to the Addrefs of the which are pre- 
Houfe to his Majefty, prefented to the Houfe feveral original fcEMieta? 
Papers relating to Mr Layer ; and having deliver'd them in MrjcftJ^Lw?* 
at the Table leal'd up, Mr Shippcn moved, That the Packet Mrffffinq']* 1 * 
be open'd, and the Papers read. He was feconded by Mr &id CuauLs». 
JWFeries ; but Mr Pulteney having represented, * TtoX »s ta£« 
Vol. L ' P p ?agei% 
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Papers were ro be a Guide to the Committee appointed 
examine Mr Layer, it was improper to make them publick 
before the firid Examination was ovei > it was thereupon or- 
der d, I. That the faid Papers be refert'd to that Commit- 
tee. II. That the faid Committee meet and fit at fuch 
Time aaJ Place as they thought fit. III. That Three be 
the Hfowitm of the faid Committee, 

February 8, The Houfe went into a Grand Committee, 
to prepare Heads of a Bill, For preventing Frauds and Abujss 
Tobaccc Trade, Arc and confider'd of the Duties and Al- 
lowances upon Tobacco, and what Abatements or Regulations 
might be made therein. Hereupon Mr Trenchard mov'd, 
' That in order to prevent for the future the Frauds arid 
Abufes committed in the faid Trade, there might be a Re- 
Entry of all Tobacco that was remov'd from one Port to 
another, both in England and Scotland ; but that Motion not 
being feconded, was dropt. Then he took Notice, * That 
tlio" the Scots were, in many Refpefts, great Gainers by th 
Union of the two Kingdoms, yet they were very deficient in 
paying their Proportion of the publick Burdens ; that by the 
Tieaty of Union they were to pay 50,000!. per Annum, to- 
wards the Malt -Tax, but that, if he was rightly inform'd, 
for fevcral Years part, they had not paid above 1 0,000 1. and 
therefore he mov'd, that it might be an Inftruclion to the 
Committee to inquire into that Matter. He was feconded 
by Mr Hungerford : But it being reprefented, that fuch an 
Inquiry was very improper in the prefent Juncture, and 
might inflame the Nation ; Sir Nathanael Gould made a 
Morion, That all Tobacco imported both into England and 
Scotland be pat into Warehoufes, and not be removM 
from thence without a Permit, to prove that the Duty was 
paid : But it growing late, the fardier Confidcration thereof 
was adjoum'd. This Affair was, after feveral unavoidable 
Delays on Account of fo much important Bufinefs bein? 
depending before the Houfe this Sefiion, put off to the $ui 
of March. 

Fd. 23. Mr Puiteney, from the Committee appointed to 

it Chriitopher Layer and others, acquainted the Houfe, 

that the Committee had prepar'd a Report to be laid before 

the Houfe, and defir'd the Houfe would appoint a Day for 

ing the fame : Whereupon it was order'd, That the 

tald Report be receiv'd upon the if! Day of March. 

Feb 26. The Bill, For panijhing Mutiny and Defertitrn, Scz. 
being fent back from the Houfe of Peers, an Amendment 
made by the Lords, for inferring in the Preamble the Num* 
bey cf Forces thought proper to be kept on Foot for the 
Year 1723, ccmnftmg, of. 16, ^cj, effecltvc Men, Officers in- 
, and 1 Si 5 Invalids, ws wA*t otA * lltatab Vstlr^ 
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made, that the Houfe do agree with the Lords, it occafion'd 
a very warm Debate, many Members urging, ' That it in- 
trenched on the proper Prerogative of the Commons to grant 
Supplies : ' But at laft the Queftion being put, whether to 
agree or not ? It was carried in the Affirmative, by 1 30 Votes 
againft 1 16. 

March 1 . Mr W. Pulteney, Chairman of the Committee 
on Layer's Plot, reported the Matter as it appear 'd to them, 
and read the Report in his Place, and deliver 'd the fame in at 
the Table, with feveral Appendixes. ronfideTtheRe- 

Match z. The Houfe proceeded to take the above-men- {j£j£toM% 
tion'd Report into Confideration, and after the reading of it by La )' Cf '* 1 ' 1 - £ - 
the Clerk, put off the fame to the 8th, and ordered in the 
mean Time, that the Report with the Appendixes be print- 
ed. To thefe therefore we refer our Readers for the Particu- 
lars of Layer's Scheme. 

March 5. The Commons in a Grand Committee, confi- a farther Propea 
der'd farther of Heads for a Bill, For preventing Frauds and gSM? 1 * 
Abufes in the Tobacco-Trade, Sec and came to feveral Refo- 
lutions, which Mr Sandys having reported the next Day, were 
agreed to, without Debate, and a Bill order 'd to be brought 
in purfuant to the faid Refoludons, which afterwards pafs'd 
into a Law. 

March 8. The Commons proceeded to take into farther Mr w. Pattsneyv 
Confideration the Report from the Committee appointed to aRmSiS? 
examine Chriftopher Layer and others ; and Mr William 
Pulteney mov'd, ' That this Queftion might be put, viz. That 
upon Confideration of the Report and the feveral Papers and 
Examinations relating to the Confpiracy, it appears to this 
Houfe, That a deteftable and horrid Confpiracy has been 
form'd and carried on by Perfons of Figure and Diftin&ion, 
and their Agents and Inftruments, in Conjunction with 
Traitors Abroad, for invading thefe Kingdoms with foreign 
Forces, for raifing Infurreftions and a Rebellion at Home, 
for feizing the Tower and City of London, for laying violent 
Hands upon the Perfons of his moil Sacred Majefty and the 
Prince of Wales ; in order to fubvert our prefent happy 
Eftabliflunent in Church and State, by placing a Popifli Pre- 
" tender upon the Throne.' 

This Motion was feconded by Sir John Rufhout, and Mr d^'* *«««>■ 
Thomas Broderick ; but Mr Shippen, and Mr Bromley en- BSSBS* 
deavour'd to extenuate fome Matters, which, in their Opi- Mr shippen. 
nion, were couch' d in too ftrong Terms, as not being clearly Nu Bromle > • 
prov*d. They faid, • They did not doubt of the Confpira- 
cy, for they believ'd' there had always been one carrying on 
againft the prefent Settlement, ever fince the Revolution : But 
from what had yet been laid before the Houfe, it did not ap- 
pear to them that there was fuch a puticubx CQiNORte& Ytoft 
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as was mention'd in the Queftion above-mention'd. Sir 
Jofeph Jelcyll faid thereupon, with a great deal of Warmth, 

sir ). jdqu. * That he could not with Patience, and with his ufual Mode- 
ration, hear the Truth of this deteftable and horrid Confpi- 
racy cali'd in Queftion, after fo many undeniable Proofs. 
But, added he, as there are People who know nothing of the 
Plot, and yet believe it, fo there are others that know the 
whole Plot, and yet pretend not to believe it.' He was an- 

Mr jefforiw. fwer'd by Mr Jcfferies, who, in particular, excepted againft 
thefe Words in the Queftion, viz. For Laying violent Hands 
upon the Per/on of bis mojl Sacred Majefiy and the Prince of 
Wales j becaufe it appear'd by the Report, that the Confpi- 
rators only meant the Seizing or JJfaulting the King's Perfon, 

MrH.Waipoie. &c> Bat he was rep]ie( i t0 Dy Mr Horatio Walpole, who 

laid, ' He was amaz'd to hear fuch Words come out of the 
Mouth of a Lawyer, and a Member of that Houfe ; but 
fince he had forgot his Profeffion, and the Place he was in fo 
far, as to make fo fmall a Matter of Seizing the King's Per- 
fon and the Heir Apparent, on whom all that is dear and 
valuable to Engliflunen, both as Men and Chriftians, entirely 
depends, he mull take the Liberty to tell him, that much 
, lefs than feizing and affaulting the Perfon of the King or 

Prince, is by our Laws look'd upon as an Overt-Aft of High- 
Treafon.' Then the Queftion, as propos'd by Mr Pul- 
teney, was carried without dividing. 
tit Robert Rar- After this, Sir Robert Raymond mov'd, That it appears to 
Soute.^iHftjohn this Houfe, that John Plunket has been a principal Agent 
SSSi« M in nAc " and Inftrument in the faid horrid and deteftable Confpiracy, 
on which!? bui of anc * ^ as carr ' e( ^ on Several treafonable Correfpondences to pro- 
pains and Penal- cure a foreign Force to invade thefe Kingdoms, to raife In- 
DetaScfordcr'dto furreclions and a Rebellion at Home, and was engag'd with 
s^alrXliira ,n others in the villanous and execrable Defign of laying violent 
Hands upon his Majefty's moft Sacred Perfon. This Queftion 
being likewife carried without a Divifion ; Sir Robert Ray- 
mond mov'd again, That Leave be given to bring in a Bill, 
To inflicl certain Pains and Penalties on John Plunket. He 
Mr onflow. was feconded by Mr Onflow,' but tho' the faid Motion was 
warmly oppos'd, yet after fome Debate it was carried 
by a Majority of 2S9 againft 130, that the faid Bill be 
brought in ; and then the Houfe adjourn'd 'till the 1 ith. 
, March 1 1 . The Houfe refum'd the adjourn'd Confidera- 

jjiwci'the Hoinf tion of the Report from the Secret Committee, and Sir Philip 
jJeUyfafan^Ac- Yorke * open'd the Debate in a Speech, wherein he particu- 
fwtr'udUBiii * ar ty enlarged on the Share Mr George Kelly alias Johnfon, 
if Pains and Pe- had in the traiterous and deteftable Confpiracy, and then 
■report? t "be P ° n propos'd this Queftion, viz. That upon Confideration of the 
^jhtiaigvna j^p^ f rom the Committee, wppoiutcd to examine Chrifto- 
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pher Layer, and others, and the l'everal Papers and Exami- 
nations relating to the Confpiracy, it appears to this Houfe, 
That George Kelly alius Johnfon has been a principal Agent 
and Inftrument in the faid horrid and deteftable Confpiracy, 
and has carryM on Several treasonable Correspondences to 
ions and a Rebellion at Home, and to procure 
a foreign Force to invade theie Kingdoms (Vom Abroad ; 
This Motion being Seconded by Mr Sandys, was carry 'd 
without any Divifion. Then Sir Philip Yorkemov'd, 'That 
a Bill be brought in To infUcl certain Pains and Penalties 
Upon George Kelly alias Johnfon, which was Seconded by 
Mr R. Walpole. Hereupon Mi Trenchard faid, 
thought the properelt Way to proceed again ft this Criminal, 
was in the old Parliamentary Method, by Bifl of Attainder, 
There being Sufficient Proof to Support fuch a Bill :' But this 
Motion was not Seconded. On the other Hand, Mr Brom- 
ley, Mr Shippen and Mr Lutwyche oppos'd Sir Pliilip Yorke's 
Motion, but were anfwer'd by Sir JoSeph Jekvll, and Mr •* "Tali** 
Talbot, McmbeT for Durham ; and the Quell ion being put, J^t^i* 
it \ttai carry 'd in the Affirmative by 2S0 again ft 1 1 1 in - 

Then Mr Yonge flood up, and took Notice, how deeply uryongemow. 
Dr Francis Atterbury, Bilhop of Rochefter, had been {Jf^^^J* 
concernM in this deteftable Con! piracy ; aggravating his btiry,Bifl\op fR». 
Crime from his holy Function and high Station in the (Jhurc! Th'" s 

of England, a Church ever conspicuous for its Loyalty ; from 
the folemn Oaths he had, on {o many OccaSions, taken to 
the Government, and by which he had abjur'd the Preten- 
der ; when at the Same Time he was traiteroufly confpiring 
to bring him in, upon the Ruin of his Country and of all 
that was dear and valuable to us, as Freemen and Christians: 
Concluding, that as he was a Difgrace to his Order, and 
Dilhonour to the Church, So he might apply to him on this 
Occalion, theSc Words of the ill of Ads, Verfe 20. Let his 
Habitation he deftlatt, and let 1:0 Man dwell therein : And 
hi, Bt/befH \aA therefore he mov^d, 

That it appears to this Houfe, ' That Francis Lord Biihop of 
Rochefter was principally concerned in forming, directing, 
and carrying on the Said wicked and deteftable Conspiracy, 
for invading thefe Kingdoms with a foreign Force, and for 
lions and a Rebellion at Home, in order to 
fubvert our pvefent happy Eftr.blifhment in Church and State, 
by placing a Popifh Pretender upon the Throne.' Mr Yonge 
was feconded by Sir John Cope ; but they were anfwer'd sir ^ attn c 
by Sir William Wyndham, who faid, ' He few no Caufe '■»< w. wynjinm., 
to proceed againft the Bilhop in So Severe a Manner, there 
being Utile or indeed no Evidence befides Cbnje&nrea and huh- 
Hearfiya.' He was back'd by Mr Br \x SKv^wv, **j* 

Mr .' Mr Ih at\jaon*** 
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Ltitwyche, and Dr Friend. They were reply'd to by bur 
Jofcph Jekyll, Mr R. Walpole, Mr Pelham, Mr Talbot, 
Mr John Smith, and Mr William Pulteney j and a Motion 
being made, and the Queftion being put, that the Houfe do 
now adjourn, it pafs'd in the Negative by 285 Voices againll 
152; after which, the Queftion being put upon Mr Yonge'* 
Motion, the fame was carry' d without dividing. Then a 
Motion was made, and the Queftion put, That a Bill be 
brought in, To infticl certain Pains and Penalties on Fruncii 
Lord Brjbop of Rochefier, which after fome Debate, was alfo 
carry 'd without any Divifion. 

March 13. Mr Robert Walpole acquainted the Houfe, 
1 That he had receiv'd his Majefty's Commands to acquaint 
the Houfe, that his Majeily having had juft Reafon to ap- 
prehend Dr John Friend, Member of this Houfe, for High- 
Treafon, had caufed him to be apprehended, and defir'd 
th o Confent of the Houfe to his being committed and d 
tr>in/d for High-Treafon, according to an Aft of this pre- 
fcnt Seffion, intttled an Aft, For impoivtring l/ts Majefly ft 
feeitre and detain fucb Perfans as his Majejiy Jhall fufpaS 
ctmfyiringagainjl his Per/on and Government [feep»z88.j Upon 
which he mov'd, that an humble Addrefs be prefented to hi» 
Majeily, that he would be pleas'd to give Order for com mi [tin 
and detaining Dr John Friend, purhiaiu to the Aft: of thi 
Sefiion of Parliament for that Purpofe. This Motion wa 
Seconded and back'd by fevcral Members : But Mr Shippen 
and Mr Bromley oppos'd it, faying. * They could not fee 
any Reafon for that Houfe giving Leave for detaining an 
Member, unlcfs the Species of Treafon was declar'd, and 
that the Information was upon Oath.' Sir Jofrph Jekyll anc 
Mr Robert Walpole, reply'd, ' Thar by the late Aft foi 
fufpending the Habeas Corpus Aft, die King wasimpower'd ft 
Up .my Perfou he had Reaton to fufpeft ; that thcrefor< 
the Government was not oblig'd to -her the Infor- 

mation was upon Oath or not ; But Mr Walpole added, ' He 
did not doubt but Dr Friend was charg'd upon Oath j and 
privately declar'd to fevcral Member?, that rhey had pofi- 
tive Proof of Ilia being guilty of the black ell and bafd.1 Trea- 
1 '-'H.' Mr Shippen then fuggelling, ' That Dr Friend's having 
fpoke fo warmly two Days before, in Mr Kelly's and the 
Billiop of Rochefter's Behalf, was, in his Opinion, the Rea- 
fon of his fating taken up the next Day himfelf, and thai at 
that Rate, there was an End of the Liberty of Speech v. 
every Member of that Houfe had a Right to : 7 Mr R. Wal 

.great deal of Warmth, reply d, ' TJc wondered an 
leman could think any Mimftry c pihle of fo b 
- to take up xwy Gevtlemio for what he ( 
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felves to be accountable as well as others for their Actions -.' 
Adding, ' That they who made fuch Inftnuations might 
more easily be prov'd to be Jacobites, than they could make 
out fuch an Allegation againft the Miniftry ; ' Mr Pulteney 
fpoke on the fame Side, and in Relation to Dr Friend's 
fpcaking in Kelly's Behalf", obferv'd, that it was ufual in all 
Confpiracies, for one Traytor to endeavour to excufe another.' 
Mr Shippen animadverted feverely upon this Reflection, fay- 
ing, ' It was not to be endur'd, to have a Member of that 
Houfe call'd a Traytor, before he was convicted as fuch :" 
But Mr Pulteney having explain'd himfelf, that Matter end- 
ed j and then the Motion for an Addrefs was carried without 
dividing- 

March 14. The Commons having refiimM the Confedera- 
tion of the Report from the Committee appointed to examine 
Chrirtoplier Layer and others ; it was refoIvM, * That an 
humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majcfty, exprefling the 
Indignation of this Houfe againft the horrid and deteitable 
Conspiracy which had been carry'd on againft his Ma- 
jefty's Sacred Perfon, and to congratulate his Majefty on the 
happy Difcovery of it, and to affure his Majefty, that this 
Houfe would proceed, with the utmoft Vigour, to bring thofe 
to Juftice who had been concem'd in thefe unnatural Defigns 
againft their Country, and would effectually fupport his Ma- 
jeity's Government, and would maintain, with all that is dear 
and valuable to them, the prefent happy Eftablifhment. 

A Committee was appointed to draw up this laft Addrefs, 
cf which Mr Thomas Broderick being chofen Chairman, he 
reported the faid Addrefs to the Houfe on the 1 8th, which 
was then agreed to. 

March 19, Sir Robert Raymond prefented to the Houfe a 
Bill, For injl.'&iug certain Paius and Penalties on John 
Plunktt, which was read the firft Time, and order'd to be 
jead a fecond Time, on the 28th ; it was alfo order'd, 
I. That a Copy of the faid Bill, and of the faid Order, be 
forthwith- fenc to the faid John Plunket, and deliver'd to 
iiim by the Serjeant at Arms. II. That the Attorney-Ge- 
neral and the Solicitor General do take Care tli.it die Evi- 
dence againft the faid John Plunket be ready to be produced, 
to this Houfe upon Thurfday the 28th. Ill That the faid 
John Plunket be allowed Pen, Ink, and Paper. Then Sir 
Philip Yorke prefented alio a Bill, For infiiSltHg certain Paint 
and Ptnalties on George Kt Hi, alias Johnfen, which Wr. 
the firft Time, and order'd to be read a fecond on the ift of 
April, and the like three Orders in relation to this Bill, were 
made as thofe of the Bill for punching John Plunket. 

March 20. The Houfe prefented their COngriuktQt^ &i- 
tircfi to lug Majcfty as follows : 
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Moll gracious Sovereign, 

* "TTOur Majelly's molt dutiful and loyal Subjetis, the 

* X Commons in Parliament aftembled, do humbly beg 
' Leave to approach your Royal Perfon with Hearts full of 

* Concern and Honour, for the deteftable Confpiracy forra'd 

* againit your Perfon and Government. 

' We lament with Indignation, that any of our Fellow- 
1 Subjects who enjoy, in common with us, the many and fignal 
' Blcfllngs of your Majefty's mild and juit Adminiilration, 
' mould fo far give thcmfelves up to Delufion, as te confpire 
' againit publick Liberty, againit their own Security, and 
' againft the only Bulwark of all that is dear and valuable, 
' your Majefty's Perfon and the Proteftant Succeflion in your 
■ Royal Family. 

* We fee with Aftonimrnent, that Perfons of Figure and 
1 Diilin&ion, who ought to have been the be ft Judges, and 
' moll zealous Defenders of your beneficent and mild Reign, 
1 by which alone their Fortunes and Dignities can be made 
c fecure, mould be fo far infatuated, as to head and abett a 
' monftrous Confpiracy to deflroy your Majeay, their Coun- 
1 cry, and themfelves ; that Honour, Faith, and the mod 
[ folcmn Ties of Religion, fhould be violated in Favour of 
: a Popifh Fugitive, known only for his blind Bigotry and 

Attachment to Rome. 

* As we have with fenfible Sorrow and juft Refentment, 
difcover'd thefe vile Pra&ices, fo will we take Care that 

: the wicked Authors may not, by any Contrivance or Prac- 
tice whatfoever, efcape Punilhment ; but that all Confpi- 
rators may, by the JulUce of Parliament, be for ever here- 
after deterr'd from engaging in fuch traiterous Attempts. 

* We congratulate your Majelty, and all your good Sub- 
; jects, that you have efcap'd the black and unnatural De- 

iigns of the worft of Men ; and that Almighty God has, 
by this happy Difcovery, given you and your Royal Fa- 
mily a frefh inftance of his lingular Care and Protection. 

* For us, your faithful Commons, who feel with Joy and 
Gratitude the inelb'mable Bleflings of your Reign ; who are 
fenfible of the glorious Advantages of Liberty and of the 
Proteftant Religion ; and have in Abhorrence the Miii 
and Slavery infeparable from Popery and a Popifh Go* 
i eminent i we will ftand by your Majilly, and effcclu- 
ally fuppoi t your Government, at the Hazard and Expence 
of our Lives and Fortunes. 

* We will maintain and defend your Majefly^s rightful 
and lawful Title to the Crown of thefe Realms, and 
deavour to tranfoiit to the lateil Poftcrity \k: free, 
and ancient ConRkuuuu? 



[ J°J ] 

Anno 5. Ceo. I. 
To this Addrefs the King return'd the following Anfwcr ; s^J^^^j 

Gentlemen, 
" T Return you my Tlianks for this dutiful and loyal Ad- TheK-inE'sAufWer. 
" J[_ drefs : It is agreeable to the many Jnftances of Ze:d and 
" Affection to me, which you have upon every Occafion ex- 
*' prefs'd. The juft Refentment and Indignation you have 
*• fhewn again(t this Confpiracy, will, I doubt not, give en- 
** tire Satisfaction to all that fincerely wjfh well to the pre- 
" fent Eftabliihment, encourage the Friends to my Govern- 
" meirt, and deter die Enemfes of our common Peace from 
* renewing thefe rafh and defperate Attempts." 

March 22. Mr Yonce prefented to the Houfe a Bill, For TfceMLfi 

■ n- . • ■ n • 1 r> r • rv E» s rami .'n.! Pen.1'1 it 

inflicting certain rains ana rcnaliies upon- L/r franc ts After- «<j thi Bjht« *f R«- 

bury, s\o,dBifhop of -Roebejleri which was read the firft Time, S^ta?*" 

and order' d to be read a fecond, on the 4th of April. 

It was alfo order'd, I. That a Copy of the fajd Bill and 

of the faid Order be forthwith fent to the faid Lord Bifhop 

of Rocheiler, and delivered to him by the Serjeant at Arras 

attending this Houfe, II. That Mr Attorney-General and 

Mr Solicitor-General do take Care that the Evidence a- 

gpjnft the faid Francis Lord Bilhop of Rochefter, be ready 

to be produe'd to this Houfe, upon the 4th of April. 

Ill, That the faid Francis Lord Biinop of Rochefter be al- 

low'd Pen, Ink, and Paper. 

The fame Day, the King came to the Houfe of Lords, 
and the Commons attending, his Majefty gave the Royal Af 
fent to an Aft, For reviving and adding two Millions to the 
Cubital Stoci of the Sotith-Sea Company, and far reviving a 
froporticnal Part of the Yearly Fund payable at the Exche- 
quer, and for dividing their ivhole Capital, after fitch Di- 
n/ijion made, into rwo equal Parts or Moieties ; and for con- 
•verting one of the faid Moieties into certain Annuities, for 
the Benefit of the Members, and for fettling the remaining 
Moiety in the faid. Company, &c, [See^. 296.] 

tb 23 A Petition of George Kelly, Clerk, Prifoner Petition of c«rge 
in the Tower of London, was prefented to the Houfe and j^ctaMfeT? 
read, praying that he might be heard by himfelf and Counfcl Xj&imtSm*!* 
againft the Bill, Far infuling certain Pains and Penalties p ™'£'} t u ~' ' 
upon him, iff c. before the fame mould p;ifs into a Law ; 
and that this Houfe would aflign Sir Conftantine Phjpps aud 
Serjeant Darnell for his Couniel, and Mr Hugh Watfon 
for his Solicitor ; and that they might have free Accefs to> 
him, to receive his Inltru&ions in private j and that he "might 
have the Summons of this Houfe, for fuch Wunefics us^ue, 
JhmiM think ntctikxy. The Prayer of this ?CUUou, tae \a&. 
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of all excepted, was granted ; and an Order thereupon ma 
accordingly. 

March 25. Mr Speaker acquainted the Houfc, That he 
had that Morning receiv'd a Letter from the Lord Bilhop 
Roch.efi.er, that his Lordfhip having receiv'd a Copy of 
Bill, For injli£iing certain Pains and Penalties upon him, for 
fuppos'd Crimes of which he was innocent, he hop'd he 
Jfcpwit Jhould be allow' d to have Sir Conlbntine Phipps, and William 
Wynne, Efqj for his Counfcl, and Mr Jofeph Taylor, and 
Mr William Morrice, for his Solicitors to aflill him, in order 
to the making his Defence ; and that they might have free 
Accefs to hirn to receive his Inftruclions, and give him thci 
Advice in private ; which was granted. 
AFetitioncrceorge March 2j> A Petition of George Kelly, Clerk, Prifone 
uJto'rf r!*1j"b in the Tower of London, was prefented to the Houfe, an 

ftJ^uJhK read » P ra y Jn g' that tne fecond Reading of the Bill, For i 
jiicling certain Pains and Penalties upon him, might be pi 
off* till the 8th of April ; and thai the Depoliiions upon Oath, 
of Mr Michael Birmingham, Surgeon, and Meflieurs Balk 
and Borgonio, Merchants, who refided at Parts, to be taken 
before a publick Notary, or before fome or one of the Britiih 
Residents there, and alfo the Depoiition of Mr Gordon, 
Banker in Boulogne in France, to be taken upon Oath betore 
the chief Magiftrate of the faid Town, or a publick Notary 
there, might be admitted to be read at the Bar of this Hon if, 
Mr Hangerford. as Evidence for the Petitioner. Mr Hungerford, Sir William 
Mr^r^' Wyndham, Mr Palmer, and Mr Shippen fpoke in Behalf of 
Wj [J'f "£, n " 1 ^ s Petition ; but being anfwer'd by Mr Robert Waly 
sir j jtkyiT ' Sir Jofeph Jekyll, and Sir William Thompfon, it was a 
s u w.Thomi-ran, without dividing, that the faid Petition be reje£ed. 
The Bill iguftft March z8. The Bill, For wfiitling certain Pains and Pe- 

atcor^Twr'"^ nalties upon John Phatket, Was, according to Order, read a 
he miiong^n*. fecond Time ; and tho" Mr Plunket did not think fit to 
make any Defence, yet the Commons proceeded, and the 
Cminfrl for the Bill produced Extracts of feveral original 
Letters, from Abroadj giving Intelligence of the Confi >i 
And rhe Caunfel having mmm'd up the Evidence, and being 
withdrawn, Mr Speaker open'd the Bill, and the Queftion 
being put. That the faid Bill be committed to a Committee 
of the whole Houfe, the fame was canv'J without dividing 
March 29. The Commons went into a grand Committee 
upon the Bill, For inflifling certain Pains and Penalties 
upon Johi Pltmktt. Mr Onflow being plac'd in the C 
fcveral Letters and other original Papers, prov'd by feveral 
Witneflls to be Mr Plunket's Hand-Writing, were read, ai 
was alio a Letter from the Pretender, and feveral other 
Letters from General DAW to Plunket; all which cl 
«vincirig> that \& bwi * pmtvj&^i'saifc ov.'fefc uw^.civin 
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and carrying on of the Confpiracy ; Mr Miller mov'd, that 
the Pains and Penalties, for which a Blank was left in the 
Bill, might extend to Death ; urging, ' That, in his Opinion, 
there was fufficient Proof to convidl him of High Treafon, 
even in Weftminfter-Hall. He was feconded by the Lord 
Vilcount Middleton, Sir John Rufhout, Mr Clayton, Mr 
Sandys, Mr Walter Chetwynd, Mr John Chetwynd, Sir 
Wilfred Lawfon, and many others ; but they were oppos'd 
by Mr Robert Walpole, Mr Horatio Walpote, Mr Thomas 
Broderick, and Sir Jofeph Jekyll, who alledg'd, ' That the 
filling up of the Blank with Death would be a Kind of 
Deceit put on the Pri loner, becaufe a Bill of Pains and 
Penalties was generally underltood not to reach Life* and 
that it was to be fuppos'd, the Prifoner took it in that Senfe, 
otherwife he would have made fome Defence.' The Mem- 
bers who were lor Death, feeing the Courtier* of a contrary 
Opinion, would no! divide the Houfe -, and then Sir Robert 
Raymond rnov'd, ' That the Pains and Penalties might be 
Jinprifonmerit in fome Part of Great Britain, during the 
raafure of his Majdly, his Heirs and Succeflbrs ; Forfei- 
ture of his Eftate ; and that his Attempting to make, or 
any others favouring, his Efcape, be made Felony :* The 
Qneftion being put thereupon, it was carry'd in the Affirma- 
tive by 280 Voices againft 91. 

April 1 . The Commons being acquainted, that Serjeant 
Darnell had declin'd appearing at the Bar of their Houfe as 
Counfel for George Kelly, being engag'd in Bufinefs at the 
Affixes in Suffex, it was order'd, That Fettiplacc Nott, Efqj 
be allow'd Counfel for the faid George Kelly, inftead of 
Mr Serjeant Darnell. 

April 3. The Commons in a Grand Committee confider'd r>-b»tc conKm'ai 
of the Pains and Penalties to be in Aided on George Kelly, pSSXnwl 1 ''* 
and after fome Debate, it was refolv'd, by 224 Voices 
againft 1 1 2, that his Punilhment ihould be the fame as John 
^lunket'a. 

April 4. The Bimop of Rocheftefs Tryal being to come ThcBiflwpofRs- 
on that Morning, his Lordrtiip fent a Letter to Mr Speaker, SSta^Swi 
which he defir'd might be communicated to the Houfe ; JL' 1 ? J?^ 111 * 
and accordingly, Mr Speaker read the faid Letter, con- 
taining b Sublbnce, ' That his Lordfhip, tho' confeious of 
' his own Innocence, did, on feven.1 Accounts, decline giving 

* that Houfe any Trouble that Day, and contented himfelf 

* with the Opportunity, if the Bill went on, of making his 

* Defence before another, of which he had the Honour to 
' be a Member. * NotwithJlanding this Dtfappointment, 
the Commons proceeded in that Affair, and the Counfel for 
the Bill being call'd in, and the Bill read, the Counfel 
open'd the £v/d«rr.ce, w.d p/odac d a Sctome, t&ca «rw^ 
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Mr Layer's Pipers, which was read ; as were a] fa feveral 
Copies of Letters itopp'd at the Port- Office. Then theCoun- 
fel exam in 1 d feveral Witnefies, to make good the Allegations 
of the Bill ; produe'd feveral Papers taken at his Lord/hip's 
Houfes at Weitminlrer and Bromley ; as alfo a Packet taken 
on one of his Lordlhip's Servants at the Tower of London ; 
and examined two Witneffes ; one to prove, that a Letter 
nnd Paper contain'd in the faid Packet were his Lord/hip's 
Hand-Writing ; and the other to prove, that a Letter di- 
rected to Mr Dubois, taken amongit his Lord/hip's Papers, 
at the Deanry at Weitmiuiter, was feal'd with the fame Seal 
that the Letter taken on his Lordfhip's Sen-ant at the Tower, 
was feal'd. Then the Counfcl fumm'd up the Evidence, and 
being withdrawn, Mr Speaker open'd the Bill, which was 
committed to a grand Committee for the 6th Inftant. 

April 5. The engrofs'd Bill for puniftiing Plunket was 

*3S«2lg.— read the third Time ; and the Queftion being put, That the 
Bill do pafs, the fame was ifrenuoufly oppos'd by Sir William 

sirw. wynJLam. Wyndham, who was feconded by Mr Shippcn and Mr Ket 
tleby ; but being anfwcr'd by Mr Robert Walpole and Sir, 
Jofeph Jekyll, the Quellion was carry'd in the Affirmative 
by 250 Voices againll 72. Hereupon the faid Bill was 
order'd to be carry 'd up to the Lords. 

April 6. The Bill for puniihing George Kelly alias john- 

fgrBeHadb. p ' fon, was read the third Time, pafs'd, and fent up to the 
Lords 5 and then the Commons went into a Grand Commit- 
tee upon the Bill, For infiicling certain Pains and Penalties 
upon Francis Lord Bijbop of Rochtfler. When it came to 
tin tilling up the Blank for Pains and Penalties, the Court- 
Party mov'd, That he fhould be deprived of his Office and 

Matt concerning Benefice, banilh d the Kingdom, be guilty of Felony if he 
rttmn'd, and that it fhould not be in the King's Power to 
pardon him without Confent of Parliament i but without 
Forfeiture of Goods and Chattels. Hereupon Mr Law fon 
reprefented, ' That the l^yidence againft the BiJhop being 
either Hearfay, or Conjecture, and therefore not to be d 
pended upon, he ought to have no Punifhment at all. 1 
Oglethorpe was of the fame Opinion, but gave it anoth 
Turn ; He faid, ' It was plain, the Pretender had none b 
a Company of filly Fellows about him ; and it was to 
feared, that if the Bifhop, who was allow'd to be a Man 
great Parts, fhould be banilh'd, he might be follicited 
tempted to go to Rome, and there be in a Capacity to 

■ Jifchief by his Advice, than if he was fuffcr'd to 
jr. England, under the watchful Eye of thofein Power.' Bu 
the Queftion being put upon the faflt Motion, it was carried 
without any Dlvifion. 
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April 9. The engrofs'd Bill to inflict certain Pains and Pe- 
naltia on Francis Lord Biiliop of Rochefter, was read the 
3d Time, pafs'd, and fent up to the Lords. 

April 27. Mr Lowndes prefented to the Houfe a Bill, For 
laying a Tax upon Papijh ; which was read the full Time, 
and order'd to be read a 1'ccond Time on the 3d of May. 

May 3. The above Bill was read a fecond Time, and rcadtwicel 
committed to a Committee of the whole Houfe. 

May 6. The Commons being in a Grand Committee on 
the Bill, For laying a Tax on Fapifis, Mr Lutwyche fpoke 
again ft the bid Bill as follows ; 
Mr. Speaker, 

' TheGentlemen, who have fpoke in favour of this Bill, have Mr Lntwyebe* 
urg'd • That fincethe happy Revolution the Roman-Catho- ^^^^^ 

* iicks have been more or lefs concerned in every Confpiracy 

* againfl the Government; fo that if they did not fhew 

* themfelves in the late Confpiracy, it was out of Prudence, 

* and not for want of Zeal for the Pretender's Caufe.' They 
will not allow, that it is liable to the Objection of not being 
fupported with particular Facts, but fay, with great Proba- 
bility, ' That the Roman-Catholicks have made large Con- 

* tributions here at Home, to fend to the Pretender and his 

* Adherents Abroad : And if they are in a Capacity of Aip- 

* plying the NeceiEties of their Friends Abroad, it is but 

* very reafbnable for them to contribute to the defraying an 
■ Expcnce they have, in a great Meafure, occafioned at Home/ 

• Upon this general Way of Reafoiu'ng, this Bill for raifingn 
Hundred Thoufand Pounds upon the Roman-Catholicks has 
been form'd ; and a general Charge of tins Kind may be 3 
fumcient Ground-work for a Preamble to the Bill ; but the 
enacting Part ought to be fupported with particular Facts 
plainly prov'd, odierwife we may involve innocent Perfons 
in a Puniihment only due to the Guilty. And though the 
Legiflature hath foraetimes gone upon die Notoriety of the 
Fact, it is to be hop'd, that this Method may be but fcldom 
takcu where the Life or Fortune of any Subject is in Queilion ; 
nothing being more uncertain than Hearfay, Conjecture and 
fore'd Conitructions i which the Law has wifely provided a- 
gainfl by afcertaining fix'd Rules to direct the Judgment of 
the inferior Courts of Juilice. 

* It is likewife given, as a Political Reafbn for Pairing of this 
Bill, * That raifitig this Hundred Thoufand Pounds upon the 
' Roman Catholicks will deter the Jacobites Abroad from 

* entering upon fuch rafli F.nterpnze,, when they find that 
' their Friends here in England are to fuffer for the Diftur- 

bancc they give us : And it will alio ihew them, that die 
Nadon can put it {elfin a State of Security without burden- 
ing the Subject; which has been one of iht cnktVww* c& 
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' the Confpirators to add Fewel to the Difcontents of the 
People.' But if none of thefe Arguments fhould prevail ; if 
the Notoriety of the Facl does not convince; nay, if the great- 
eft Probability of the Roman-Catholicks fending Money A- 
broad can meet with no Credit ; the Legiflature, fay they, is 
highly juflify'd in pafling this Law for railing an Hundred 
Thoufand Pounds upon the Roman-Catholicks j * Since by 
' the Laws now in being, as by the Aft of Queen Elizabeth, 

* the Firft of King George, Sec. the Roman-Catholicks are 

* fubjedt to three Times greater Forfeitures than this Tax 

* will amount to : And that the raifing of this Hundred 

* Thoufand Pounds is a Mitigation of the Severity of the 
' Law ; and fo far from being reckon'd a Hardfhip done 
' them, it ought to be confider'd an Indulgence in the Govern- 

* ment.* 

1 * I have here thrown together fome of the Reafons which 
•have been given for pafling this Bill ; I think thofe I have 
jnention'd are what feem'd to me to make the greateft Jm- 
preffion upon the Houfe, when this Matter was firft debated. 
Thefe Reafons were likewiie enfore'd [See p. 295.] by a Gen- 
tleman, [Mr R. Walpole] whofe Opinion is juftJy efteem'd in 
all Parliamentary Confiderations. I will now mention the 
Objections, which occur to Me againfl the pafling of this Bill. 
4 In Anfwer to the general Surmife of the Roman-Cadio- 
licks Difaffection to the Government i I Can't help obferving, 
That this general Charge neither can nor ought to affect any 
particular Perfon, without Proof of fome par cicular Fad al- 
ledg'd againft him : And it would be the higheJl Injuftice to 
make one Man fuffer for the Crime of another. The Law 
fuppoling it incumbent upon every Man to be accountable 
for his own Actions, doth not require what is not in any Man's 
Power, to be anfwerable for another ; and I think I may 
affirm, with great Certainty, that in no one Inftance the Laws 
have adjudged a Penalty upon one Man for the Crime of a- 
nother : For though in the Cafe of High-Treafon, the 
Blood being attainted, a Son does not attain the Honours 
which would have descended to him, if his Father had not 
been guilty of Treafon ; yet in that Cafe a Man does only 
forfeit a Fee-fimple Eflate, and the Income of an Eftate veil- 
ed in him during his natural Life : But the highell Crimes 
and Mifdemeanors can't avoid a Settlement, to the Prejudice 
of an innocent Perfon. 

' I the rather infill upon the Unreafonablenefs of punifhing 
one Man for the Crime of another, to Ihew the Abfurdiry 
of a Maxim which ifi laid down for a certain Doctrine, * That 

* becr.ufo fome of the Roman-Catholicks are fufpecled to 

* have been concern 1 d'vn t\ve. Vste Confoiracy, therefore the 

* whole Body of the ^on\avi-C^^\vO&5.'K«&. <#agic&^ \*as the 



J7»|. 



( 3" ) 
' Burden of a Tax, which fomc of them only are ailed g'd to Ahmj. Cm. i, 
' have made neceifary.' I would not be thought to be an Ad- 
vocate for the Rojnan-Catholicks, any farther than common 
JuB ice requires, but I mutt appeal to every one who has 
read the Report of the Committee appointed to examine 
Layer, Whether it appears there that the Roman-Catholick* 
in general are concern *d in the Confpiracy ? Or, whether 
any Mention is made in the Report of any one Roman- 
Catholick of Confequence, except a Noble Duke, [the Duke 
af Norfolk] to whom a Letter is. Hippos' d to be writ, intima- 
ting, as if he knew of the Defigns carrying on ? Howunjulj then 
would it be, if the Sufpicion of this great Man's being engag'd 
in traitorous Practices, at the Hazard of his Life and Fortune, 
mould give Occafion to the inflicting the fevereft Penalties 
upon many innocent Families, who neither wifhnor can hope 
to better their Fortune by any Revolution of Affairs. 

' I think, Sir, I have fully anfwer'd what has been (aid for 
palling the Bill, upon the general Head of Difaffccfion ; but 
one Thing more I will add, That if you impofe this Tax 
upon the Roman-Catholic ks, upon a general Allegation, 'That 
■ their Religion maintains Principles incontinent with theWel- 

* fare of the Government ; ' you punilh them for theCaufe of 
their Religion. And for my own Part, I look upon Perfe- 
ction to be a Doflrine odious in it felf, highly reflecting 
upon the Honour of Parliament, and greatly infringing upon 
the Freedom of the Subject. Nor would I have his Ma- 
jefty's mild and gracious Reign blemim'd with fuch a mer- 
cilefs Aft of the Legiflature, which mull neceflarily confirm 
the obilinate in their Errors, and entirely alienate the Affec- 
tions of the well-difpos'd Roman-Catholicks. 

We are Iikevvife told, ' That the raifing this Hundred 

* Thoufand Pounds upon the Roman-Catholicks is done out 

* of a Political Reafon, to deter the Jacobites Abroad from 

* entering upon fuch ralh Enterprises, by making their 
' Friends here in England pay the Expencc which the Na- 

* tion finds neceifary for its own Security/ As this is a 
Matter meerly of Speculation, and as there is no certain Rule 
to go by to know what will be the Confequence of raifing 
fuch a Tax, I will venture to give my Conjectures upon this 
Head. I do imagine, that as the Pretender's Scheme bunjuft in 
itfelfj, it can be form'd upon no better Hopes than thcDifcon- 
tents of the People j and the more Room there is for Complaint, 
the better Profpeft he has of Succefs : And if it does happen 
that thefc Complaints are well-grounded, as were the Lofl'es 
the People fuffer'd in the South-Sea, then in fuch like Cafe, 
how much Induftry is us'd by the Jacobites to aggravate the 
National Grievances ; and to impute every Mifchance to the 
iJl Conduit of the Government;.. I am afiaiu, \l \&e ¥atm&» 
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Catholicks mould be thus heavily tax'd j if their peaceable 
and quiet Behaviour does not intitle them to the common 
Protection of the Government j nay, if they are more hardly 
us'd by not having been concerned than when they wre 
actually engag'd in Rebellion ; I fay, I am afraid they will 
embrace any Opportunity to free themfelves from fuch intol- 
erable Burdens, thinking 1 under no Form of Government they 
can receive worfe Treatment. 

* I fliall next confidcr the Groundwork of this whole Bill, 
viz. * The raifing one Hundred Thoufand Pounds upon the 
' Roman-Catholicks, in lieu of certain Forfeitures they have 

* incurr'd by feveral A&s of Parliament now in being.' And 
by Hating the Balance betwixt the Roman-Catholicks and 
the Government, it is pretended, ■ That the Sum now de- 

* manded of the Roman Catholicks falls far Ihort of what is 
' due to the Government, if all their Forfeitures were rigor- 

* oufly exacted.' I am very ready to grant, that the Roman- 
Catholicks have incurr'd feveral Forfeitures : But I think the 
Queftion at pre lent is, Whether it is neceffary at this Time, 
for the Security of the Government, to take Advantage of thofe 
Forfeitures? For if there is not fome particular Reafon fhewn, 
why you ought to exact them more at this Time than ano- 
ther, you may with equal Juitice raife one Hundred Thoufand 
Pounds the next Year upon the Roman-Catholicks ; and fo 
on, whenever the Government (hall Hand in need of fuch a 
Fund. But furely 'tis not fufficient to fay, becaufe the Rr> 
man-Catholicki have incurr'd feveral Forfeitures, that there- 
fore you will take Advantage of them : For the plain Aflp 
fwer to that is,- Why do you do it now? And, Why 

you not done it before ? It is here necelTary to obferve, 
That when the Legiflature pafs'd this Law, to fubject the 
Roman-Catholicks to the Forfeiture of two Thirds of their 
Fibres, this Law was rather made intentionally to keep 
the Roman Catholicks in Subjection to the Government, 
than with any Defign of having it put in Execution. For 
otherwife I dare fay, fo many Adminiftrarions, who are the 
executive Part of the Law, could never have thus long dif- 
pens'd with their Duty, 

• If" we look back as far as the Reformation, we fliall find, 
that the Roman-Catholicks were never more numerous 
nevermore powerful, than at the Revolution, jiut upon King 
James's Abdication. Then all Means had been u:>'d to pro- 
pagate Popery ; Men of that Pcrfuafion were put into P 

of Profit and Trull ; the Army was fill'd with Roman-Cath 
licks, and it was generally thought that the Nation was ripe 
to take upon them the Drudgery of the Roman Yoke. When 
King William came to the Crown, he was warmly told of 
die Dangers of Popery ; t\saX as flasxt were few* Laws 
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againft the Romnn-Catholicks, they ought to be put in Ex- 
ecution : That the Roman-Catholicks held Correfpondence, 
and were carrying on Plots and Contrivances with King 
James, then in France, who, as he had an undoubted Title 
to the Crown, was fupported by one of the moil powerful 
Princes in Europe. Then the Competition for the Crown 
was greatly different from the wild and extravagant Preten- • 
fions of a Popifh Fugitive, Med to Rome for San&uary, after 
having been turn'd out„ of molt of the Courts of Europe. 
But King William, who was a wife and juft Prince, and 
knew that no Free State could long fubfift, but in doing 
equal and impartial Juftice, would not confent to the putting 
thofe Laws in Execution againft the Roman-Catholicks, 
which he knew amounted to no lefs than a Perfecution. 
However, the King, to gratify the Fears of thofe about him, 
who were continually poffeffing him with the Dangers of 
Popery, order'd an exaft Account to be taken of the Con- 
formifts, Non-Conformifts, and Papifts in England, to fee what 
Proportion there was betwixt the Papifts and Proteftants j and 
upon an exatt Scrutiny, the Account was found to ftand 
thus : One Hundred and Seventy Nine Conformifts, viz. thofe 
of the Eftablifh'd Church, to one Papift ; befides Presbyterians, 
Quakers, Independents, and all other Proteftant Diffenters. 

' If the Roman-Catholicks were, at the beginning of the Re- 
volution, but a handful of People ; if all the Encouragement 
given to them by King James could not enable them to 
maintain a King of their own Religion upon the Throne, 
what have we now to apprehend from them ,? Since many of 
them have follow'd the Fate of King James, and feveral of 
them have conform'd to the Church of England : So that 
we may reafonably conclude, that the Number of Roman- 
Catholicks is one Third lefs than they were when King Willi- 
am came to the Crown. And I beg Leave here to obferve 
a Notion,, which has long prevail'd, ' That the Liberties of 
' England can never be in Danger, but by the Roman-Ca- 
' tholicks.' Indeed, one would have imagin'd that Experi- 
ence would have exploded this Opinion, iince there is no- 
thing more certain than if all the Proteftants were united, 
no Power upon Earth could hurt us. The Conteft does 
not lye betwixt the Proteftant arid Roman-Catholick 
Religion : Our Divifions are not occafion'd by the Increafe 
of Popery, but it is obvious to every Man unconcern'd in 
the Difpute, how the Leaders of each Party promote their 
own mercenary Ends, by poffeffing their Followers with 
unneceffary Fears and groundiefs Jealoufies. 

' I muft own, befides the Injuftice of paffing fuch a Law, I 
am mov'd with Compaffion to my Fellow-Subje£b, whofo 
Condition muft be very deplorable, if this ftSl'taorcftl \»S* 
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into a Law. I would instance in the Cafe of a Gentleman 
of a Thoufand Pounds per Annum, who pays Five Hundred 
Pounds per Annum Rent Charge : He muil pay double Faxes, 
which, at prefent amounting to Four Shillings in the Pound, 
comes to Two Hundred Pounds a Year, out of his 
Thoufend Pounds a Year : He muit likewife pay his Pro- 
portion of this Hundred Thoufand Pounds, which, at a mode- 
rate Computation, will be Five Shillings in the Pound, which 
is Two Hundred and Fifty Pounds more to be added to the 
Deduction out of his Eilate j What then will a Gentleman 
of a Thoufand Pounds per Annum have to live upon ? It is 
faid in Anfwer to this, That the Roman-Cathoheks do not 
pay more Taxes, in fcveral Places, than the Proteftants. But 
fuppofe it were true, that they now pay no more than Two 
Shillings in the Pound, the Cafe of this Gentleman will be 
Hill very much to be lamented ; and inftcad of paying Nine 
Hundred and Fifty Pounds, he will pay Eight Hundred and 
Fifty Pounds out of his Eilate. I have mentioned this par- 
ticular Cafe, to fhew the unreafonable Severity of this Tax ; 
but I dare fay, many more Inftanccs might be given of the 
like Nature. 

* I can t help being a little furpriz'd, that thofe Gentlemen 
who are fo well acquainted with the Circumlknces of our Af- 
fairs Abroad, did not confider, before they brought in thii 
Bill upon the Roman-Catholicks, that his Majefty's Allies 
would certainly interpofe in their Behalf: .And if upon a Re- 
fufal to act the friendly Pan, our P rote Rant Brethren Abroad 
ftiould be more feverely dealt with, we (hould in vain com- 
plain of the Breach of Treaties and of the Laws of the Em- 
pire, when we have broke through the common Ties of 
Humanity. 

* I know no better Rule of Government, than to punifti the 
Guilty, and protect the Innocent ; neither the one can com- 
plain of hard Uttge, thr/ lie may be pitied, nor will the other 
wilh for a Change of that Government, which defends him 
from the Oppreffion of wicked and ill-defigning Men. But to 
punilh a Body of People, whom before the Report was made, 
you fufpected to be criminally concern'd in the Confpiracy ; 
and whom, upon Enquiry, you find to be innocent in every 
particular Suggellion alledg'd againJl them, I do not take to 
be the Means of convincing the World of the Impartiality of 
our Proceedings. 

* I find great Strefs laid upon the Roman-Cacholicks fending 
Money to the Pretender, and his Adherents Abroad ; a Fact 
fo confidently affirm VI, that one would expect fome better 
Proof of it than a general AfTcrtion ; and yet I have never 
heard one.ftngle Inftance given to convince me of the T 

of this AfleiUon. GcA&AftH&l, \i\s -gxtt. VvgXarce of the 
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riniilry, who have been able to difcover the moll fubtle am© 9- Qt*. i- 
Contrivances in carrying on this Confpiracy, it appears to me 
very unlikely, if the Roman-Catholicks had made any 
considerable Remittances Abroad, that they Ihould have 
efcap'd the Notice of the Government. I would fain know 
how comes this Notion of the Roman-Catholicks fending 
Money Abroad ; and why they are more zealous for the Pre- 
tender's Caufe, than the reft of the Jacobites ? If in is an 
equal ConLribucion among the Jacobites, it ought to be an 
equal Tax upon the Nonjurors and. every Man who has paid 
his Quota, as well as upon the Roman-Catholicks. But to 
fingle out one Set of Men from die Herd of the Jacobites ; 
and upon mere Suppoiition, to inflicl the feverefl Penalties 
upon them, is an Art no ways agreeable to the julland equi- 
table Proceedings of Parliament. For which Reafons I am 
againft this Bill.' 

Mr Lutwyche was fupported by Mr Well, Lord Gage, Mr w«n. 
and Mr Thompfon, Member for York; Mr Trenchard, in mc'e. Tlompftm, 
particular, dcclafd, ' That he thought it very unreasonable Mr Trendwni 
that the Papills mould bear the whole Burden of this Tax, ™ ov "' ,,ra l' h " 
wheu there were fo many Jacobites who had contributed as darted an the tix 
much to the raifmg Publick Difturbances as the Papills p.^fwU^ls 
themfelves ; v and therefore he mov'd, * That the Non- *£ ree,i tQ - 
jurors ought to be included in the faid Tax intended to be 
raifed upon Papills : Accordingly, after fome Debate, the 
Committee came to the following Refolation, viz. That to- 
wards railing the Sum of 100,000 1. granted to his Majelry» 
towards reimburfing to the Publick the great Expences occa- 
fxon'd by the late Rebellions and Diforders, to be rais'd and 
levied upon the real and perfonal Etlates of all Papifb, an 
equal Rate and Proportion be rais'd and levied upon the real 
and perfonal Ellates of every other Perfon, being of the 
Age of eighteen Years or upwards, not having taken the 
Oaths of Supremacy and Allegiance, and the Abjur 
Oath, who ihall upon due Summons neglect or refufe to take 
the fame. This Refolution being the next Day reported by 
Mr Farrer, a Motion was made, and the Queftion put, that 
the faid Refolution be recommitted, but it was carried in the 
Negative ; Then it was refolv'd, That the Houfe do agree 
with the Committee, and order' d, Thar there be an Inilruc- 
tion to the Committee of the whole Houfe to alter and 
amend the Bill, For laying & Tax on a/I Papifis, putfuant to 
the faid Refolution. 

May 1 1 . The Commons, in a Committee of the whole 
Houfe, made a farther I'rogrds in the Bill, For Uying a Tax Jg 

P apt fit i and a Motion being made by Mr LW.wjc.Ya ^j-^^^5, 
tor a Claufe for including the Papilla wii tWyatox^ Hsw v.*i ■**>*»«*> 
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Scotland, in the Tax intended to be bid on PapUb and 
Nonjurors in England, it was carried in the Affirmative b; 
u Majority of five Voices only. 

May 14. Mr Farrer reported the Amendments the Com- 
mittee had made to the Bill, which ;eed to, except 
the Chi life above-men rion'd j upon which a Debate arifing, 
Lord Gage and Mr Hutchclbu infilled upon the Equitable- 
nefs of the Lid Claufe, and Sir Jofcph Jekyll faid there- 
upon, * That he knew no Reafon why the Scots fhould be 
excus'd from paying their Proportion of this extraordinary 
Tax, unlets it was, becanfc forty-five Scots Reprefcnu: 

it iloiife always voted as they were directed : But if 
that was the Reafon, it Wa? to he fenr'd, Iraft Cornwall, which 
fends up almoir. an equal Number of Members, might, upon 
the fame Consideration, claim an Exemption from Taxes/ 
But Mr Robert Walpole having represented. That the Names 
and real Eihtes of the Scots Fapills and Nonjurors not being 
register 'd, it was impoflible to afecrtain their Proportion of 
this Tax, he was fupportcd by moll of the Courtiers ; and 
the Qnefiion being put, That the faid Claufe be made Part 
of the Bill, it was carried in the Negative by 178 Votes 
againll 1-0 ; and then fome other Amendments being made 
by the Houfe to the Bill, it was order'd to be cngrofs'd. 
However, two Days after, a Bill was order'd to be brought 
In, to oblige all Papifts and Nonjurors in Scotland, to re- 
gtftcr their Names and real Eftates ; which was accordingly 
brought in, and had an enfv Pa/Tage through both Hon! 

May 17. The engrofs'd Bill, For laying a Tax upon Papijh 
and Nonjurors in England, was pafs'd and tent up to the Lords. 

May 27. The King came to the Houfe of Peer* 
the ufual State, and the Commons attending, their Speaker, 
upon prefenting the Bill, For laying a Tax upon Papifls 
and Nonjurors, made a Speech, wherein he Ihew'd th 
Occafion and Necefiity of that Tax, on account of the late 
horrid and execrable Confpirncy, in which they had fo great 
a Share. After this, his Majelly gave the Royal Affent 
to the faid Bill ; Alfo to the Bill, To oblige all Papifis is 
Scotland, and Notijnrors in Great- : :? regijitr their 

Auwes and real EJiates ; To the Bills, For infiitling Pains 
end Penalties on John Pluvktt, George Kelly, and Dr Franci 
Atterbury Lord Bijbop of Rocbejler : Likewife to fevcral 
cither Bills, which, as they were not the Subject of any 
SPEECHES or DEBATES, it would be foreign to 
our Purpofc to take Notic- 

Then the Lord Chancellor read his Majefly*s Speech to 
belli lloufrs, as full". 



Second I'iiiii*- 
iubqU 
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Atu-,0 9. Ceo, ]. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 1 -"— _j 

I Am perfuaded, notwithilanding the unufual Length of Kjn5ispereh.1i 
this Seflion, you will nor think your Time has been &%"*§£.* 
mifemploy'd in confuting the neceifary Means for pre- J 
ferving the Peace and Quiet of the Kingdom, and bring- 
ing to Juilice fome of the chief Promoters of that Con- 
fufion which lately threatned the Nation, 
" The prudent Meafures you have taken for our common. 
Security, and your enabling me to defend my Kingdoms 
againft any Deligns or Attempts of our Enemies, are the 
moil convincing Tellimonies of your Fidelity and Affec- 
tion to me, and of your Concern for the Liberties of my 
People. Be afl'ur'd, the Confidence you have repos'd in 
me mall never be made Ufe of but for their Safety and 
Defence. 

" The Papers which have been laid before you, for your 
Information, and have fince been publtflVd for the Satif- 
faction of the World, evidently (hew, that the Confpira- 
tors had brought their wicked Arts and Practices to fuch 
Perfection, that they confidently carried on their traiterous 
Projects in Defiance of the Law, from an Affurance of 
their being able to elude it ; The Refpedl and Reverence 
due to the Law had been loft, and the Tranquility of njy 
People endanger'd, had not you interpos'd. This made ic 
neceffary for the LegiJlature to exert itfelf in punifhing 
fuch Offenders, whofe Guilt u too certain to leave the 
lealt Room for Doubt, and whofe Crimes are too heinous 
to admit of any Aggravation. 

" And yet it is with Pleafure I rerkft, tliat the Juilice of 
Parliament has been fo temper'd with Mercy, that even 
thofe who are refolvM to he diflatkried, mult acknowledge 
the Lenity of your Proceedings, and will be at a Lofs for 
any Pretence to complain, fo few Examples having been 
made, and the Penalties, inflicted by Bill, falling fo 
much flaort of the Punilhments due to the fame Crimes 
by the common Courfe of Law. 

" The Firmnefs you have (hewn mart convince the 
World, how much They were nultaken, whofe chief Hopes 
were founded on the Difaffofb'on of my People. It gave 
me great Satisfaction to fee as general a Concurrence in 
full Parliament upon this Occafion, as has been ever 
known on any former ; and it is to be hop'd, our Enemies 
will ce-ifc to flatter themfelve- with the vain Imagination 
of being able to fubvirt our Religion and prefent Etlabliih- 
meot. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Common?, 
• J mull acknowledge, in a particular Maxmn, \Vt^ 
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Readinefs yon have fhewn in railing the neceflary Supplies 
for the enfuing YeaT : It is an unexpected Felicity, that 
you have been able lb far to difappomt the Hopes of our 
** Enemies, as to avoid laying any new Burthen upon my 
" People : And that foon after that great Shock and Convul- 
" lion in all the publick Funds, and in the midft of intelHne 
" Alarms and Difturbances, the Credit of the Nation ftiould 
" fo far revive and flourifli, that not only the Supplies of the 
" Year Ibould be rais'd, at a much lower Intereft than wu 
" ever known in the moft quiet Times, but Part of the Na- 
<r tional Debt Jhould be redue'd from an Intereft of 5 to 5 
** ftr Cent, and put in a Courfe of being foon difcharg'd. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" I return you my moil fincere Thanks for the indefatiga- 
*' ble Pains you have taken in the Sen-ice of the Publick, 
" I earneftly recommend it to you, in your fevcral Stations 
" and G>untries, to perfevere in your Endeavours for pre- 
" ferving the Peace of the Kingdom ; by Juftiqe and Refo- 
M lution, to fubdue the relllefs Spirit of .Faction and Sedition ; 
" and by Prudence and Temper, to reconcile the Misled. 

M Some extraordinary Affairs calling me Abroad this Sum- 
" mer, I doubt not but that the Wifdom and Vigilance of 
" my good Subjects will prevent our Enemies from taking 
" any Advantage of my Abfence. To gain the Hearts and 
" Affections of my People, mall always be my firft and prin- 
** cipal Care. On their Duty and Loyalty I will imirely 
" depend : And they may as furely depend on my Protection 
" in the full Enjoyment of their Religion, Liberty, and Pro- 
" perty." 

Then the Lord Chancellor prorogu'd the Parliament to the 
fecond Day of July ; after which they were farther pro- 
rogu'd to the 9th of January. 

SPEECHES and DEBATES 

In the Second Session of the 



. vs. do, I. 



Second Tarliament of King George I. 



o 



N the 9th of January, the Parliament being met, 
according to their lafl Prorogation, the King went 
to the Houfe of Peers, and the Commons attending, 

the Lord Chancellor icad his Ma jelly's Speech to both 

Houfes, as CoAkws -. 
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Anno 10 Geo, I. 
I7x;-X4. 



My Lords and Gentlemen, 

1 Cannot open this Seflion without congratulating you ^ a ' E . 5S p! ech _ 
upon the Succefs of your Endeavours laff Year, for opsins the Sewn* 
the Safety, Intereft, and Honour of the Kingdom: The 
Rife of the publick Credit, the ilouriffiing Condition of 
our Trade and Manufactures, and the general Tranquility 
of my People, are the happy Confequences of your pru- 
dent Refoluiiofis. It is to be hop'd, that the few Exam- 
ples, which were made of fome notorious Offenders, will 
be Sufficient to deter the moil DifafFecled from engaging in 
the like defperate and wicked Practices. The Augmentation, 
which you thought fit to make to our National Forces by 
Sea and Land, has not only fecur'd the general Quiet of 
the Kingdom againit any fudden Attempts or Insurrections, 
but has alio given me fuch Weight and Credit in all fo- 
reign Negotiations, as greatly contribute towards the Pre- 
fervation of the Peace of Europe. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
*' I will order the proper Officers to lay before you the 
Effimates for the Service of the current Year : I defire 
fuch Supplies only, as you fliall find abfolutcly neceflkiy 
for preferving the Peace of the Kingdom, and for the Se- 
curity of my People ; and thofe, I hope, may be rais'd 
without laying any additional Charge or Burthen on my 
Subjects, 

" I muff, in a particular Manner, recommend to your 
Care the publick Debts of the Kingdom, as the molt 
National Concern you can pofiibly take into your Confi- 
deration. I am perfuaded it muff be a very great Satif- 
f.iclion to all my faithful Subjecb, to fee the linking Fund 
improv'd and augmented, and the Debt of the Nation 
thereby put into a Method of being fo much the lboner 
gradually redue'd and paid oft": It would be a Work 
truly worthy of a Britifh Parliament, to begin this com- 
mendable Undertaking, and to make fuch a Progrefs 
therein, as, with a ftnft Regard to publick Faith and pri- 
vate Property, may pave the Way to this great and dc- 
firable End. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" In the prcfent happy Situation of our Affairs, I have 
nothing more to recommend to you, than that you would 
make Ufe of the Opportunity, which your own good 
Conduct has put into your Hands, in confidering of fuch 
farther Laws, as may be wanting for the Eafe and En- 
couragement of Trade and Navigation, for the Employ- 
ment of the Poor, and for the exciting and encouraging 
a Spirit of Irxduffrv in the Nation. 
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AAnoia ceo, i. " I am fully fatisfy'd, that the Trade and Wealth of my 
" People are the happy Effe&s of the Liberties they enjoy, 
" and that Che Grandeur of the Crown confilb in their Pro- 
" fptrity ; and I am as fully perfuaded, that all, who wiJh 
" well to their Country, mult agree with me, that it is the 
** vaineil of all Delufions to imagine, that the Religion, 
*' Laws, and Liberties of this Kingdom can ever be fe- 
" cur'd, but by fupporting the prcfent Ennblifhment, and 
** maintaining the Succeflion in the Proteftant Line. Let us 
" therefore heartily join in every thing that may tend to 
** promote oar mutual Happinefs, and to extingui/h the 
** Hopes of thofe, who long have been and ftill are refllefs 
*' in their Endeavours to fubjedl this Nation to the whole 
" Train of Miferies, that are infeparable from Popery and 
" Arbitrary Power." 

The Commons being retum'd to their Houfe, the Lord 
Finch mov'd, and being feconded, it was rcfolv'J., N<m. 
Con. That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, 
which was unanimoufly agreed to, and on the i i ih, pre- 
fented by the whole Houfe, as follows : 

Moll Gracious Sovereign, 
&%tE3u* ' V r ° UR Majeity's molt dutiful and loyal Subjefts, the 
' M. Commons of Great Britain in Parliament afTerabled, 

* beg Leave to congratulate your Majefty upon your fafe and. 

* happy Return into thefe Kingdoms ; and moll humbi . 

* fire your Majefty to accept the unfeigned Thanks of t Lis 
' Houfe, for your Majcfty's moil gracious Speech from the 

* Throne. As your Majefty is pleas'd to found the Gran- 

* deur of your Crown in the Security of the Liberties of 

* your People, Mid your Glory in promoting their Profperity ; 

* fo they, in Return, mull be excited, by all the Ties of 

* Duty and Gratitude, to build their Happinefe upon the 
4 firm and unfhaken Principles of Loyalty and Affection to 
' your Majelly's moil Sacred Perfon and Government. 

' It is the greatell SutisfacTion to your Mujcuy's faithful 
' Commons to rind, that the Loyal ty of their Refolutions 
' and the Jufh'ce of their Proceedings, in the laft Seflion of 

* Parliament, have been attended with all the happy Confe- 
' quences they expected from them ; and now have been re- 

* warded with your Mnjefty's Royal Approbation. 
* We beg Leave to aiTure your Majcfly, that we (hall 

' readily and chearfully raife ali fuch Supplies, as fliall be ne- 
' ceflary to fnpport the Honour of your Majeity's Govern- 
' ment, and fecure the Tranquility of thefe Kingdoms. 
' We are highly fenlible of your Majeftys Goodnefs to 

* all your Teoplc, in xcvjtokiv. ^mJ&sVj \\. this 'J'imr. 
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to our Coftfideration the publick Debts of the Kingdom ; Anno » on. u 
' which arc fa heavy a Load, and fo much a National Con- 
' cern, that we Ihould be wanting to ourfelves, if we did not 
' a if u re your Majefty, that we will ufc our utmoil Endea- 
' voars to improve and augment the Sinking Fund, and 
' thereby put the National Debt into a Method of being 
1 gradually redue'd and paid, without any Violation of 
' publick Faith, or Infringement of private Property : And 
1 as your Majclly is pleased to encourage our attempting fo 
' great and noble a Defign ; fo we are fully perfuaded, that 
1 the Wii'dom and Steadinefs of your Majefty's Government 

will enable us to perfect this great Undertaking. 

' We alfure your Majefty, that we know of no other 
1 Safety, under God, for our Trade and Wealth, Liberty 
1 and Property, Religious and Civil Rights, but the Security 
1 of your Majefty's Sacred Perfon and Government, and the 
1 SuccelTion in your Royal Houfe ; which we will always 
■ fupport and maintain againft any traiterous Attempt what- 

focver ; being truly ferdible of the Sterlings we enjoy under 
1 your Majefty's moll gracious and happy Government, 
1 which bat hitherto preferv'd us from all thofe Mil. 
1 Experience has taught us, are infeparable from Popery and 
'■ Arbitrary Power. 

To this Addrefs his Majefty return'd the following Anfwer. 



Gentlemen, 

I Return you my hearty Thanks for this dutiful and 
loyal Addrefs : The Wifdom and Refolution of this 
Parliament have principally contributed to our prefenr. 
happy Situation ; and the Perfeverance of my faithful Com- 
mons, with the fame Zeal and Unanimity, in the Difpatch 
of the publick Bulinefs. will be the fureft Means of im- 
proving this favourable Opportunity to the beft Advantage, 
for the Honour and Intercft of the Kingdom." 



The King's Anfwer 
(baste. 



January 12. The Commons, in a Committee of the whole 
Houfe on the Supply, read the Eitimates of the Charge 
of the Guards, Garrifons, and Land Forces, and Mj Trcby 
mov'd for keeping up the fame Number of Troops for the 
Vear 1724, as were maintain'd the Year before. This oc- 
caiion'd a warm Debate which billed five Hours. Mr 
Treby (<*) was fupported by Mr R. Walpote, Mr Pelham (3), 
Mr Doddington (r), Mr Yonge [.-{}, Mr Thomas Sroderjck, 

Vol, I. S s Lord 

> AU vf them J'« 'iiWv 




FVbatc rnccrtiUrg 
the Nun! 

Land-Muriel. 



Ml T. Bi 



Anno !o. Gee. I. 



Laid F. 
Bari, MClcr. 

M: SI j B 

Mr Palt<;..*y, 

Sir W. Uwftm. 

Laid Morpeth. 
Mr Bromley. 
SirT, Hiruaer. 
Mr Slopcr. 
Mr Shipptn. 
Hon. .Vfr Vcrtrcy. 
Mi Huugcifuril, 

XyU. 
Mi left 

Mi W- flu nmer. 
Mr Huichafoo, 



Petition Icim tb« 

by in-; 
8-ilx»n* Pjojitt. 



Debate thereon, 
Mr R. Walpoie. 



1 Morpeth. 

TlitiMd Petition 

Kj«a«i. 
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Lord Finch, Serjeant Miller, Hon. Mr St John Broderick, M 
Docminique, and Mr Pulreney (*). Bat Sir Wilfrid Lawlbn, 
who was {imported by Lord Morpeth (/"), .Mr Bromley, Sir 
Thomas Hanmer, Mt Sic- per, Mr Shippen, Hon. Mr 
Verney {g), Mr Hungerford, Sir Jofeph Jckyll, Mr Jefferies, 
Mr Walter Mummer, and Mr Hiuchefon, infilled, * That the 
additional Troops raisM the laft Year fhould be difbanded, 
becaufe there was, at this Time, no apparent Occaiion for 
fo great a Number of Forces ; but the Quellion being put 
upon the Motion, it was carry'd in the Affirmative by 240 
Votes againtt 100 ; and refolv'd, I. That the Number of 
effective Men to be provided for Guards and Garrifons in 
Great Britain, and for Jerfey and Guernfey, for the Year 
172+, including 1815 Invalids, be 18264 Men, Commiflion 
and Non -Com million Officers included. II. That a Sum not 
exceeding 655,66s!. 8s. yd. be granted for defraying thi 
Charge of the laid 1 8264 Men, for the Year 1724. 

Jan. 23. Thofc Refolutions being reported, were agreed 
to by the Houfe. 

Fcbruaryi\. Sir John Guife preferred to the Houfe a Petition 
of Sir Guilnvus Hume, and George Pratt, Efq; and feveral 
other Perfons who were Sufferers by becoming Adventurers 
in the Project for carrying on a Trade to the Bahama Iflands. 
After the Reading of tins Petition, a Motion being made, 
that the laid F c ti ri ow be referr'd to tht! Consideration of a 
Committee, many Members were inclin'd to the Affirma- 
tive j but Mr R- Walpole thereupon rcprefented, ■ That thi 
Petition feem'd intended to open again the Wounds of the 
Vl a 1720, which the Parliament, with great WHdom, had 
endeavourM to heal ; that if they countenane'd fuch a Pcii 
tion, they would foon have a Load of Petitions of the 
fame Nature brought upon them ; and that the Law being 
open, the Petitioners ought to feek their Relief there, where 
many had already found it.' To this Lord Morpeth reply'd, 
' That the rejecting of this Petition would found very ill with 
out Doors, and looked as if they fkrcen'd their own Mem- 
ben ; fome of whom were known to have been the principal 
Managers of the Bahama Project : The Qucftion being put 
upon the Motion, it pafs'd in the Negative. 

April 24. The King came to the Houfe of Peers, and Sir 
William Saunderfon, Gentleman-Ufher of the Hack-Rod, 
was fent with a Meffagc from his Majcily to the Houfe of 
Commons, commanding their Attendance in the Houfe of 
Peers ; the Commons being come thither accordingly, hi* 
Majelry gave the Royal Afient to feveral Bills i after 

ittOMtal GJftirCT ftf tl» Hox/fatf, May ai. 171 j, 
( I" ) Aon and Heir ifftftnt to tbt tart oj £«N$*, 
. ; Sun to thi Uri WiUn^l Id WW 
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his Majefiy made the following Speech, by the Mouth of the amoio. Ceo.i. 

Lord Chancellor. 



«« 



My Lords and Gentlemen, 

THE Unanimity, Chearfulnefi, and Difpatch with The King's speech 
which you have now finihYd every Thing I recom- se^a strain. 
mended to you at the Opening this SclTion, are frefh In- 
stances of your AFeclion to my Perfon and Government, 
and cannot fail of contributing, with the Bleflxng of God 
on our Endeavours, towards the Eltabhirmicnt of that 
happy Tranquility we now enjoy, both at Home and 
Abroad. 

" Your continuing the like National Force by Sea and 
Land this Year, as was judg'd neceflVy by Parliament for 
the Service of the laft, gives me great Satisfaction : You 
have hereby wifely provided againit the Mifchiefs from 
any fudden Shocks of publick Credit ; you have provided 
for the Safety of the Kingdom, and have enabled this 
Nation to hold among the Powers of Europe the Rank 
and Figure due to her Honour and Dignity. Nothing 
could have been more acceptable to me, than your having 
been able to make that Provifion without laying any new 
or additional Burthens on my People. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
" I return you my Thanks for the Care and Pains you 
have taken towards augmenting the Sinking Fund, and 
improving the publick Revenues by putting them under 
a rtri&er Management. I make no Doubc but that the 
happy Beginning you have made will be attended wiili 
fuch immediate good Confequences, as will encourage you 
to purfue the Way you have now open"d for a gradual 
Reduction of the Debt, and for putting the Trade and 
Navigation of Great Britain on fuch a Foot, as may not 
only in feme Meafure difcourage the unjullifiable Encroach- 
ments they labour under from fome of our Neighbours, 
but at the fame Time extend her Exportations beyond 
what has been known jn iormcr Ages. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" As the early Recefs which your Diligence and Unani- 
mity has procur'd you, affords you the Opportunity of a 
longer Retirement into the Country, than the Bufinefs of 
furmer Seffions has ufually allow'd of j I alTure myfelf, 
that you will carry with you thither the fame Zeal Fol 
the publick Good, with which you have been animated in 
Parliament ; and that you will make it your Bufinefs to 
difcountenance any Remains there may be yet left of Se- 
dition or Difaffe&ion, and to promote that perfecH H 
jnony and Confidence between me and my Petrols, viYtvOsv 
Ssz * \ 
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Anno lo. Geo. i. " I moft earneftly defire, and on which our mutual Happi- 
" nefs entirely depends." 
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TheP^rtment Then the Lord Chancellor prorogu'd the Parliament to 

st0 ' the 4th of June : They were afterwards farther prorogued to 

the 1 zth of November. 
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«S? EECHES and D EB ATES 

In the Third Session of the 

Second Tarliament of King George I. 

Anno 1 1. Geo. L / " ■ > H E Parliament met on the 12th of November, ac- 

«7»4. 1 cording to their laft Prorogation, and the King bc- 

JL ing come to the Houfe of Peers with the ufual State, 

and the Commons attending, the Lord Chancellor read his 

Majefty's Speech to both Houfes as follows : 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
The JOneispeech " T Am perihaded, you fliarc with me in the Satisfaction 
« opcn|«tbe «c J^ j f ec \ at tne profperous Situation of Affairs : Peace with 
*' all Powers Abroad ; at Home, perfeft Tranquility, Plenty, 
" and an uninterrupted Enjoyment of all Civil and Religious 
" Rights, are moft diftinguifhing Marks of the Favour and 
'* Protection of the Divine Providence. And thefe, with all 
•* their happy Confequences, will, I doubt not, by the Blef- 
" fing of God upon our joint Endeavours, be long continued 
" to my People. 

" The fame Provision by Sea and Land, for the Defence 
*' and Safety of the Nation, will continue to make us re- 
" fpefted abroad, and confequently fecure at Home. The 
** fame Attention to the Improvement of the publick Reve- 
" nues, and to the Eafe and Encouragement of Trade and 
" Navigation, will eftablifh Credit upon the ftrongeft Bafis, 
.*' and raife fuch a Spirit of Induftry, as will not only en- 
** able us gradually to difcharge the National Debt ; but will 
" likewife greatly increafe the Wealth, Power, and Influence 
*' of this Kingdom. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
" I have order'd the proper Officers to prepare and lay 
" before you Eftimates of the Expences for the Service of the 
*i enfuing Year ; and, as they do not exceed what has been 
•* found by Experience to be abfolutely neceflary for the Se- 
.*' curity of the Kingdom, I make no Queftion but I fhatf 

" have 
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" have your ready Concurrence in railing the Supplies, in Anno u.ce»,i, 
•• fuch Manner as fhall be molt eafy to my People. 

" There is one Thing that I cannot but mention to you, 
" as deferving your particular Confederation. It is too ma- 
" ni fell, that the Funds eftablifh'd for the finiflung the Works 
" at Greenwich Hofpital, and providing for a competent 
" Number of Seamen there, cannot, in Time of Peace, be 
" fidrkient to anfwer the Expences of this great and necef- 
** fary Work. It is therefore very much to be wiih'd, that 
" fome Method could be found out to make a farther Pro- 
" viuon for a comfortable Support to our Seamen, worn out 
** in the Service of their Country, and labouring under old 
*' Age and Infirmities. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

*' You mull all be fenfible how much our prefent Han- 
" pinefs is owing to your Union and fteady Conduft. It 
** is therefore wholly unnecedary to recommend to yon Una- 
•* nimity and Dilpateh in all your Deliberations. The 
" Zeal and Abilities you have on all Occaiions fhewn in 
" fupporting the Interell of your Country, even under the 
" greateft Difficulties, leave no Room to doubt of my 
" having your intire and effectual Concurrence in every 
" thing, that can tend to the Service of the Publick, and 
" to the "Good of my People." 

The Commons being rerum'd to their Houfe, and Mr 
Speaker having reported his Majefty's Speech, Mr Edward 
Thompfon mov'd for an Addrefs of Thanks and Congratu- 
lation, which being unanimously refolv'd, a Committee was M/ e. •nuMnpfoo* 

i i • Motion for in Ad* 

appointed to draw it up. drcfj of Thanks, 

Nov. 13. Mr Thompfon reported the faid Addrefs, which »Weh touted » 
was agreed to Net*. Cm. and on the 14th, prefented to his 
Majeily by the whole Houfe, as follows : 

Mod Gracious Sovereign, 

* 'VT'OUR Majefly's mod dutiful and Loyal Subjects, the Thr commons A4. 

* ' I Commons of Great-Britain in Parliament aflembled, {£ & Kjn7 h * nk * 1 * 
1 return your Majefty the Thanks of this Houfe for your 

« Majcfty's moll gracious Speech from the Throne ; and as 

* your Majeify's fatherly Tendemefs for your People, and 

* the unfpeakable Comforts of an eafy Government, demand 

* the fuicereft Tribute of Duty ; your Majeily 's faithful 

* Commons do now offer to your Majeily their moil unfejgn- 

* cd Aliiirances of Gratitude and Loyalty, with that be- 

* coming Zeal and AfFetlion that is particularly rcquifite at 

* this Time. 

' We beg Leave to cougratulatc with your Majeily on the 

* profperoui Situation of Affairs at Homo and AbtmA \ * 
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AnMn.G«e.i « Subject not only of Content, but of Joy: And we mould 
' be wanting to ourfelves, and infenfible of our own Profpe- 

• rity, if we did not feel the fame Satisfaction in reaping the 
1 Fruits of your Majefty's great Wifdom, that your Majetly 
' hath in imploding it to direct and guide us to our own 
k Hnppinefs. 

* Peace with all Powers Abroad, Plenty and Tranquility 
' at Home, with a full and quiet Enjoyment of every Thing 
1 that is dear and valuable to us, are peculiar Marks of your 

• Majefty's Government ; which that they may be for ever 
*• remembrcd, this Houfe will ufe their utmoft Endeavours, 
' by the Divine Aflillance, to tranfmit the happy Confe- 
' quences of thefe Bleflings to the lateft Pofterity, as Monu- 
1 ments to Futurity of the Glories of your Ma jetty's 
' Reign. 

' To fupport the Intereft and Credit of our Country, is 
•' to pay the moft acceptable Obedience to your Majelfy, and 

• therefore this Houfe will proceed with all Chearfulnefs and 
1 Difpatch in raifing fuch Supplies as fhall be neceflary for 
1 the Honour and Safety of the Nation : We will labour 
E to difcharge gradually the National Debt, by the Improve- 
1 ment of the Publick Revenues j to increafc our Wealth, 
8 by the Advancement of our Trade ; and to eftablifh our 
1 Strength, by the Encouragement of our Navignt.'on ; and 
' are ready heartily to avTilt your Majefty in every thing that 
c fhall tend to the Security and Grandeur of your Majefty 
B and your Kingdoms' 

To this Addrefs his Majefty retum'd the following Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 

-.,... " T Return you my hearty Thanks for your loyal Addrefs ; 
i"wer. JL * never made any Doubt, but that whenever the Ho- 

" nour and Intereft of the Kingdom call'd upon you, I 
*' mould meet with the fame Return of Duty and Fidelity, 
nd the fame AfFeftion and Zeal for my Service, as I have 
" hitherto experient'd on all Occafions. 

Nov. zj. In a Committee of the whole Houfe, the Com- 
SmSr"? 11 mons c° nf,Jer,d father of the Supply. The feveral Efti- 
iroKei. mates of the Charge of Guards, Garrifons, and Land- 
Forces ,- of the Forces in the Plantations, Minorca, and Gi- 
braltar ; of the Out-Pcnfsoncrs of Chelfea-Hofpital, for the 
Year 1725, and of extraordinary Expences not provided for 
by Parliament, having been referr'd to the Committee, Mr 
H Pelham open'd the Debate on thofc feveral Heads, ftiew'd 
the Ncceflity of keeping up the fame Number of Guards, 
Gurrifons, and Laaa-lc atexs, «cA. raav'd for making the 
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fame Provifion for them for the Year 1725, as was made »mo n. ceo. 1. 
for this Year. Mr Pelham's Motion was fupported by Mr 
Treby, Sir Edmund Bacon, General Wade, and Mr Yonge ; 
buc was oppofed by Mr Plummer, Mr Freeman, Sir William 
Barker, Lord Morpeth, Sir Jofeph jckyll, Mr Cornwall, Mr 
Snell, Mr Hungerford, and Mr Shippen, which occallon'd a 
warm Debate, that lalled till Four in the Afternoon. Thofe 
who oppos'd Mr Pelham's Motion, were not all of the 
fame Opinion, as to the Number of Troops, fome being 
for reducing the Army to feven or eight Thoufand Men, 
as was done after the Conclufion of the Treaties of Ryfwick 
and Utrecht, and others infilling only on the Diibanding of 
the 4000 Men rais'd upon Occafion of the late Confpiracy. 

Mr Snell, Member for Gloucefter, to ihew the Danger 
of a Standing Army in a free Country, brought two Inltances j 
the one of an Infult given by Dragoons encamp'd in the Well, 
to fome Country-Men that were merry-making ; the other, 
of an Officer quarcer'd at Gloucefter, who, upon a Re- 
joicing-Day, would not permit the City Drums to beat, pre- 
tending, that none but the Jung's Drums had a Right to 
beat in the Garrifon.' To the firft of thefe Complaints Mr 
Treby anfwer'd, ' That by feveral Affidavits taken before the 
Magistrates in the Neighbourhood, it appear' d that a rude 
Mob of difcontented People had given the firft Infult and 
Provocation to the Kings Troops, by calling them Rouad- 
heads > and other abufive Names, and Zinging or playing the 
Tune of, The King Jhail enjoy hit &wn again, &c. To the 
other, it was faid. That the Officer, who was guilty of that 
Piece of Indifcretion, was fo far from being countenane'd, 
that on the contrary, upon the firft Notice given of it to 
the Secretary of War, he was order" d to be difmifs'd from 
his Majefty's Service ; which Punifliment he would have un- 
dergone, had not the Magistrates of Glouceiler been fatisfy'd 
with his Subrniflion, and interceded for him.* Mr Hunger- 
ford endeavour'd to fhew the Danger of regular Troops to a 
free Nation, and what little Occafion there was for them at 
this happy Juncture, and concluded, ' He could not imagine, 
what Vie an Array could be put to, unlefs it were to extin- 
guish the Flame chat had beet) kinJled jri Ireland by the new 
Brafs Half-pence, [meaning the baft Half-pence coin d by Mr 
Wood for the Ufe of Irtla-id,'] and to force that People to 
fwallow them.' But the moil material Objections were 
t by Mr Shippen, who upon this Occafion fpoke as. 
follows : 

Mr Speaker, 

« I Have (poke fo often againft maintaining an extraordi 
nary Number of Land- Forces in lime of Peace, that I fhauld 
now cooofe to beJSJenc, if I had no: the. fir& "^vj o? x^^A- 
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Jion enter'd my Claim to difpute the Continuance of the Four 
thoufand Augmentation Troops, and if I did not think it my 
Duty to oppofe every Propofition, which feems to carry the 
kail appearance of Danger to our ConiHtution. 

■ I alk Pardon, efpccially of the Honourable Gentleman 
who moved it, if I take the prefent Queftion to be of this 
Natore. Nor can I be perfuaded, that the frequent Jmpn- 
fition of unneceffary Taxes, or the Repetition of any Grie- 
vance, ought to beget an Infenfibility, oraflavilh Acquiefcence 
in it. On the contrary, I think it ought to awaken and 
double our Attention, lell it mould in time plead a Prefcrip- 
rive Right, and gradually grow into an Eftablifhment. 

* If i may be permitted to confider the King's Speech, as the 
Compofition of his Miniflers, which tho' I know by Experi- 
ence to be a more dangerous, [Seep. 160] is yet a more Par- 
liamentary Way, than to confider it as an Edict from the 
Throne, I will obfervc, that it docs not ask the Opinion and 
Advice of the Commons, how far they will ule their great, 
eflcntin! and undifputcd Right of raifing Money ; but it pofi- 
rivdy prefcribes the exacl Proviiion we are to make, both by 
Sea and Land, for the Service of the enfuing Year ; and, 
whether that be not a new Method of fpeaking to Parliaments, 
is with all Deference fubmitted to the Wifdom of this Houfe, 
which is the bell Judge of its own Privileges and Power. 

* Surely, Sir, it is very melancholy to hear one Sefllon after 
another, that, tho' we are in a State of Tranquility, as the 
Language is, yet we can neither be fecure at home, nor re- 
flected abroad, without continuing above Eighteen thoufand 
Land Forces in Pay. 

* This Way of Reafoning entirely mifreprefents our Circum- 
ftances and Condition. For it would fuggefl, that we cannot 
enjoy the Blefliugs of a good Reipn, without enduring at the 
fame time the Hardships of 3 bad one, which is a Contradic- 
tion in it felf, and inconfiltent with the Notions we, as Eng- 
lishmen, mull ever entertain of our legal Liberties, in Main- 
tenance of which our Prcdeccfibrs in Parliament though fit 
to alter the Lineal SucceJTion of our Royal Family. This 
Way of Reafoning farther fuppofes, that the mutual Confi- 
dence betwixt his Majefty and his People is deitroyed, that 
there is a Diftruft on one hand and a Difaffe£tion on the 
other, for which there is not the leal! Ground or Pretence. 
For his Majcfly, by his Relidence amonglt us this tail 
mer, has not only given us the cleared Proof of his preferring 
the Welfare and Happinefs of thefe Kingdoms to that of his 
own Foreign Dominions; but has for ever fecund the L<: 
his Subjects here by his moft gracious Affability and perfon:il 
Condefcenftons to tViem. He has for ever fecured that Tran- 
quility at Viome, on wlnicVitvc'u ^\cafc& NivO&S&'tsMc.h S 
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faftion to congratulate his Parliament. Not 
quality be affected by the Clamours in Ireland againft a late 
Patent, [meaning Mr Wood s Patent for Coining, nuhich nx:at 
afterwards recalled] for there is a large Army in that King- 
dom fufheient to curb tumultuous Spirits, and. to awe Patro- 
nizing Malecontents, mould any fudi be found, Nay, if more 
Forces are judged nccelfary, either for the Honour or Safety 
of the Government there, that Kingdom is able 2nd willing 
to maintain more on its own liltablilhmcnt ; and therefore all 
Arguments drawn from thence rehiring to the prefent Quef- 
tion mull be inconclufive. The Houfe may perhaps think 
fit, at a proper Seafon, to liften fo far to the Complaints of 
our Fellow-Subjeclts in another Kingdom, as to call for this 
obnoxious Patent, and to examine into the Ground* uf it 
For the Mifgovernment of Ireland has been frequently under 
the Examination of the Houfe of Commons here, and fuch 
Examinations have formerly proved fatal to as great Mini- 
iters as England ever bred ; which may be Matter of Re- 
flection to their Succeflbrs, and to thofe it may concern j 
but can never be any Inducement to an Engli(h Parliament 
to pay one Soldier more, than is abfolutely neceffiuy for 
our own Ufe. 

* Now all Rebellions, all Conspiracies, feem to be totally 
extinguilhed, not more by the late feafonable Exertion of 
Parliamentary Juilice, than by the wife and prudent Con- 
duct of thofe in the Adminiilration. They have fo carefully 
reviewed and modelled the Forces tlus Summer in every 
Part of the Nation, that, we are to hope, there are not left 
even fo many, as three or four Serjeants and Corporals, who 
{hall have Fool-hardinefs enough to undertake again to draw 
the whole Army into wild'and chimerical Attempts. They 
have freed the Church from all Apprehenfions of Danger, 
by promoting only the moll orthodox and learned Part of 
the Clergy to the Epifcopal Dignity, and other Ecclefiaitical 
Preferments. They have preferred the Slater by advancing 
only Men of diilinguiihed Ability and Experience to all great 
Offices and Civil Employments. They have, wliich is above 
all. reconciled their own Animofities, and have no other Con- 
tention now, but who fhall bell ferve his Majefly and the 
Publick, without any Views of accumulating immenfe Wealth 
to themfelves, or of aggrandizing their owti private Fami- 
lies. Such an Adminiilration can never need the Alliance 
and Protection of above Eighteen thoufand difdplined Troop. 
Such an Adminiilration ihould not fufFer the Army to run 
away with the Reputation of their good and great Works, 01 
to aiTume the Glory of raifing oar Credit, enlarging our Trade, 
and ellabliihmg our prefent Prosperity. 
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*""?"• Ceo - L ' Nor are our Foreign Affairs in a kfs flourifhing Conditi- 
ion, than thofe at Home, fo far as I am capable of judging on 
the common Appearance of Things, without being in the Se- 
crets of the Cabinet. 

' We can have no Apprehenfions from, our neareft Neigh- 
bour, France. For that Kingdom is engaged to us by many 
ftridl Treaties, and I have heard the French Bona Fides, of 
late Years, as much afferted and extolled in this Houfe, as I 
have formerly heard it ridiculed and exploded. Befides, we 
have a vigilant Minifter at Paris, who by his own Skill and 
Penetration in Politicks, as well as by good Advice and 
, Affiftance from hence, is not only promoting the Britifh- In- 
terefts there, but influencing and directing the French Councils. 

* Nor can we have any Pretence to keep up thofe Forces 
on account of Danger from Spain. For, if that Monarchy 
fhould be indifcreet enough to retain the leaf! harfh Remem- " 
brance of any pretended ill Ufage from Great Britain : If 
it fhould relent our glorious and feafonable Conqueft over 
their Fleet in the Mediterranean, [Seep. 185] for which we 
ftruck a Medal with pompous Infcriptions : If it fhould infill 
on the Reftitution of Gibraltar and Port-Mahon, which, in 
my humble Opinion, can never be furrender'd without the 
higheft Infamy, as well as Injury, to England. I fay, if any 
thing of this kind fhould remain in the Breaft of the Court of 
Spain, notwithftanding our Treaties and daily Negotiations 
there, it is our Comfort, that we need fear no Invafion from 
their Armada ; that the Mutability of their Counfels, their 
Pretenfions in Italy, their Diftance from Great Britain, render 
it impracticable for them, to annoy or diftrefs us. And if 
King Philip's Refignation of that Crown was a good Argu- 
ment the laft Year, for continuing the Four thoufand Aug- 
mentation Troops, then his Refumption of it now muft be a 
good one for difbanding them this Year. 

' The Emperor's perfonal Obligations to Great Britain are 
fuch, that it is impoffible for him to entertain any ill Intenti- 
ons againft us, either on account of the Oftend-Eait-India 
Company, or of his Majefty's glorious Endeavours to remove 
the Religious Grievances in Germany, and to promote the 
Protellant Intereil there, of which he is the great Guardian. 

' The Dutch are our old natural Allies, and always ready 
to affiii us. Nor is it their Fault, that we have fometimes 
difputed amongit our felves. concerning the Expence of tran-. 
fporting their auxiliar Forces. They are bound to us, by 
antient Ties of Gratitude, for their original Prefervation, 
and by, what is yet a flronger Cement, their own prefent 
Intereft and Safety. 

* As to the twoNoTt\YercvC.Ta<N'c& c£ Sweden and Denmark, 
They have in th,e\r Tmtos ie«ivN<& wx\^tovSC\xhi, %c&\a&» 
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ed of our Bounty. We all remember the famous Mrz, Annorrceo.1. 
when Two Hundred and Fifty Thoufand Pounds, as well as 1 
many fmaller Supplies fince, were raifed on that Account. 
[Seep. 125] Betides, we are to hope our Expeditions into 
the Baltick, under the Conduct of a brave Officer [Sir John 
Norris] here prefent, have been as effectual as they have been 
expenfive, and that our Fleet has not only awed them into 
a Reconciliation betwixt themfelves, but into an abfolute 
Submiffion to Great Britain. 

' The Czar is ftretching his Conquefts into remote Parts 
of the World, and if what we hear of a late Treaty be 
true, that it is made entirely in favour of Great Britain, with- 
out any regard to Foreign Principalities, we can apprehend 
nothing from our new Ally, who is otherwife fo fully em- 
ployed. For, however extenfive our mediating Care may 
foe, I prefume we are not engaged with him to oppofe the 
intended Succeffion of the Crown of Poland, or to fettle the 
Balance of Empire in Perfia. 

' If fuch then is our profperous Situation at Home and 
Abroad, Why fhould we be denied the promifed happy 
Confequences of it ? Why fhould we be afraid of reducing 
our Land Forces ? Why fhould we not at leaft ftrike off 
the Four thoufand Augmentation Troops, in Companion to 
a Nation loaded, and almoft funk with* Debt ? For fhould a 
Storm arife after this Calm, fhould any new Events pro- 
duce a Rupture in Europe, it will be time enough, if we are 
either prompted by our own heroick Difpofition, or bound 
by any inviolable Treaties, to enter into the Quarrels of 
the Continent, I fay, it will be time enough, when the 
War fhall be actually declared, to lend our Affiftance to 
thofe, whom we voluntarily efpoufe, or to perform our En- 
gagements to our refpective Allies, if they fhall not be found 
romantick and impracticable. We have the Opinion of a 
moft eminent Author in Civil Learning, ' That it is more 
' grievous to any Nation to bear the leaft extraordinary Taxes 
' in Times of Peace, than to endure the greateft Impofitions 
' in Times of War. Becaufe a War may prove advan- 
* tageous, may terminate in Conqueft and glorious Acquifi- 
' tions. But a Continuance of extraordinary Taxes, without 
' it, muft inevitably end in Poverty and Ruin.' 

' Now I can never be fo unjuft to his Majefty's moft 
mild and gracious Government, as to afcribe our prefent 
Tranquility to the Continuance of an extraordinary Number 
of Troops, any more, than I can believe, it would ceafe 
at the Reduction of Part of them. This would be a dan- 
gerous, as well as an abfurd Doctiine, with relation to us 
at Home. For fhould it be admitted, that above Eighteen 
thoufand Land-Forces have not oiuy ftooucd <j\» wt&ax 
T t z W 
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Tranquility, but thnt they arc abfolutety neceffary to the 
Security of the Kingdom ; then it will follow, that the fame 
Number will always be absolutely neceffary ; that a military 
Power h the motl pacifick Form of Government ; and that 
an .Army will be a better Prcferver of Peace and Plenty, a 
better Guardian of our Civil and Religious Rights, than the 
Law of the Land. This Doctrine too, confidered with 
regard to the Uefpeft and Influence we may have Abroad, 
is a.s abfurd and ill grounded : For that Refpect and In- 
fluence can never proceed from the Number of Land- 
Forces, we may think fit to burthen our felves with in Time 
of Peace : But it muft proceed from the Advantages of 
our Natural Situation, from our Naval Strength, from our ex- 
tended Commerce, from our vaft Riches, which have enabled 
us to carry on long and expert five Wars ; to maintain, when 
our Allies failed in their Quota's, three great Armies at 
once in three diftant Nations ; andthefe Advantages will ever 
enable us to hold the Balance of Power in Europe, unlefs 
worn out with unneceflary and in Supportable Taxes. 

' But, if not fo much as the Four thoufand Augmentation 
Troops are to be parted with, if they are to be continued 
till the Pretences of all the Princes in Europe mail be adj tilt- 
ed, till the different Interefts of different Nations mail be 
reconciled, till the Claim of Bremen and Verden fhall be ful- 
ly fettled and acquiefced in, till the long expected Form of 
a Congrefs fhall be compleated, I freely own, I am 
without my Apprehenfions, that our immenfe National Debt, 
inltead of being annually reduced, will be daily increafed » 
that our prefeilt Grievances, for Grievances we have in the 
midll of all our Tranquility, inftead of being fpeedily re- 
moved, will become perpetual, and we may dream of Bleffings 
we (hall never enjoy, 

* On the whole, I arn'againft continuing the Number of 
Forces propofed, and for disbanding at leaft the Four thou- 
fand Augmentation Troops.' 

Mr Shrppen having done Speaking, Mr. Yonge rofe up 
and faid, * That he was oblig'd to the Gentlemen that fpoke 
on the other Side, for furniihing him with Reafons for keep- 
ing up the prefent Number of Troops. : That the profperous 
Situation of Affairs, the Peace with all Powers Abroad, and 
the pcrfeft Tranquility at Home, being in a great Meafure, 
owing to the good Poilure we were in both by Sea and 
Land, which made us refpected Abroad, and fecure at Home, 
it were Imprudence not to continue thofe Forces on the 
fame Foot. That the Parliament had indeed oblig'd King 
William, of glorious Memory, to reduce his Army to fev< 
thoufand Men. £u\ vrivtt w» \Vs Cw&wjaw&Rfc *£ \s. \ Why, 
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truely, the French King was thereby encouaag'd to acknow- 
ledge and proclaim the Pretender, as King of England, and 
to leize on the Monarchy of Spain, which was the Occafion 
of a long, bloody, and expenfive War. That as to the Re- 
duction of the Army after the Peace of Utrecht, it was well 
known, that it was principally owing to thofe who were 
for having an Army of another Stamp. That this Re- 
duction would have prov'd fatal to the Protdlant Succeflion, 
had fome People had Time to ripen their Defigns. That 
at leail it enconrag'd a great Rebellion foon after his Ma- 
jelly's happy, and almoft miraculous, Acceflion to the Crown: 
And as the Spirit and Difcontents which rais'd that Rebel- 
lion, were not yet wholly extinguifh'd and fubdu'd, they 
would foon fee Infurrcctions at Home, and the Peace of 
Europe difturbM Abroad, if they parted with the Army.* 
After this the Queflion being put upon Mr Pelham's Mo- 
tion, it was carry 'd in the Affirmative, by 206 Voices againft 
69 ; and refolv'd, I. That the Number of effective Men 
to be provided for Guards and Garrifons in Great Bri- 
tain, and for Jerfey and Guernfey, for the Year 1725, be, 
including 1815 Invalids, 18,264 Men; CommiflTon and 
Non-Comnuflion Officers included. II. That the Sum of 
654,488 1. 17 s. 8 d. be granted for the Charge of the faid 
18,264 effective Men, for the Year 1725. 

January 23. A Petition of Edward Earl of Oxford, and APuWonortb« 
of Henry Lord Morpeth, two of the Guardians of the * 1,rl ° f °* fo " 1 . 
Perfon and Eftates of Elizabeth Duchefs Dowager of complaining of the 
Montagu, a Lunatick, was prefented to the Houfe, and Anounwrf °^ 
read, fetting forth, That very great Sums of Money of ■**"■ m CtoB " 
the faid Lunatick's Eftate have, purfuant to Orders of the 
Court of Chancery, been brought before Mr Hiccocks, late 
one of the Mailers of the faid Court, and Mr Thomas Ben- 
net his Succefibr, now one of the Mailers of the faid Court, 
in order to be placed out at Intereft for the Benefit of the 
faid Lunatick. upon Securities to be approved by the laid 
Mailers relpectively : That upon examining into the Ac- 
counts of the Mailers in Chancery, relating to the Suitors 
Monies brought before them, considerable Deficiencies ap- 
pear ; and that the faid Mr Thomas Bcnnet has not depofit- . 
ed, purfuant to Orders of the faid Court, feveral Mortgages 
for large Sums of Money, belonging to the Eftates or the 
laid Lunatick ; neither hath he depofited nor fecured, pur- 
fuant to Orders of the faid Court, 0000 1. and upwards, of 
his Balance of Cafh ; and praying luch Relief as the Houfe 

Llluli think fit. 
This Petition coming unexpectedly into the Houfe, whilft 
the Accounts t. Acrs in Chancery wetc ^mv. vcv 3. 

Courfr of Ex.imio3VQn before the Lords CcjtmiSaRjuerci <A 
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the Great Seal, the faid Petition was ordered to lie upon th 
Table: But a Motion being made, That the proper Officer 
a Mocha relating or Officers, of the Court of Chancery, do lay before this 
1 v< c,! '" Houfe Copies of the Orders made by the Court, relating to 
the Accounts, and the Effects belonging to the Suitors, in 
the Hands of the Mafters of the Court of Chancery, dfl 
the 17th and 21ft of December laft, with Copies of the 
Reports therein mentioned ; and alfo the Accounts of the 
iiiid Matters relating thereto, with their feveral Explanation 
of the faid Accounts ; a great Debate arofe thereupon, in 
which fome fevcre Animadverfioria were made on the Con 
duel of the Earl of Macclesfield, late Lord Chancellor 
Then Mr Henry Pelham mov'd, * That the Debate be ad- 
journ *d to the 9th of February, which was carried by a great 
Majority.' 

February 9, Mr Methuen acquainted the Houfe, that he had 
a Meflage from his Majefty to the Houfe, fign'd by his Ma- 
jdty ; and that he was commanded by his Majefty to lay be- 
fore the Houfe Copies of feveral Reports and other Papers 
relating to the Mafters in Chancery ; and he delivered his 
Majeity's Meflage to Mr Speaker, and the faid Copies and 
other Reports, at the Table. His Majefty "s Meflage was read 
by Mr Speaker, as follows, viz. 



Kind's MefTjjw re 

tor: in Chancery, 
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The Houfe ennfi- 
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to therein. 



GEORGE R. 

HI S Majefty having Reafon to apprehend, that the 
Suitors o( the Court of Chancery were in Danger 
" of loling a confiderable Sum of Money from the Infuffi- 
" ciency of fome of the Mailers, thought himfelf obli- 
•* ged, in Juftice and Compaflion to the faid Suitors, 
" to take the moll fpeedy and proper Method the Law 
" would allow, for inquiring into the State oP the Matters 
■ Accounts, and fecuiing their Effects for the Benefit of the 
" Suitors : And his Majefty having had feveral Reports laid 
" before him in purfiiance of the Directions he had given, 
" has ordered the faid Reports to be communicated to this 
" Houfe, that this Houfe may have as full and as perfect a 
" View of this important Affair, as the Shortnefs of the 
<( Time, and the Circumftances and Nature of the Proceed- 
u ings would admit of." 

Then the faid Reports, together with fome of the Papers 
referr'd to therein, were read, and order d to be taken into 
1 Confideration on the 1 2th Inftant. 

Feb. 12. The Houfe took into Confideration the feveral 
Reports and Papers referred to in his Majefty's Meflage of 
the 9th Inftant. Mtei t\vt xe^&vw^axt of the faid Papery 
Sir George Qxcwka, ^wv wfc ^, v& &&, * TW It 
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manllclYly appear'd by thefe Reports, which after the ftricV 
clr. Inquiry, and upon the matureft Deliberation, had been 
drawn up by Perfons of the greateft Weight and Authority, 
for their Abilities, Experience, High Stations, and Integri- 
ty ; That enormous Abufes had crept into the High Court of 
Chancery,, chiefly occafion'd by the Magiilrate, who was at 
the Head of that Court, and whofe Duty confequendy it 
was, to prevent the fame. That the Crimes and Mifde- 
mcanors of the late Lord Chancellor were many, and of 
various Natures, but might be redue'd to thefe three Heads. 
I. That he had taken into his own Hands the Eftates and 
Effects of many Widows, Orphans, and Lunaticks, and ei- ™ r u ™ £jj™^ 
ther had dilpos d of Part of them arbitrarily to his own Pro- mmd jar im- 
fit, or conniv'd at the Officers under him making Advan- E£i r Wcm- 
tage of the fame. II. That he had raifed to an exorbitant C r4«£lMir- 
Price the Offices and Places of the Matters of Chancery, feaw 
and in order to enable them to pay to him thofe high Prices 
and Gratuities for their Admiflion, had truited in their Hands 
large Sums of Money belonging to Suitors in Chancery. 
III. That in feveral Cafes he had made divers Irregular Or- 
ders. So that in his Opinion, that firil Magiftrate in the Debate ihn-eon. 
Kingdom was fallen from the Height of the Dignities and 
Honours, to which he had been rais'd by the King's royal 
Bounty and Favour, to the Depth of Infamy and Diigrace. 
And therefore he mov'd, That Thomas Earl of Macclesfield 
be impeached of High Crimes and Misdemeanors.' 

This Motion was ieconded by Mr Strickland, and Mr Dod- Mr siricUand. 
dington, who faid, * TheMifJearnenorsof the late LordChan- 
cellor were of the greatest, and moft dangerous Confequenee, 
fince molt of the Ellates in England, once in thirty Years, 
pafs through the Court of Chancery.' Mr William Pulteney, 
who Hood up next, faid, ' That it was far from his Thoughts 
to endeavour to abate the jutl Relentment which the Gentle- 
men who fpoke lair, fhew'd againit the great Abufes that had 
beofl committed in the Court of Chancery : But that in his 
Opinion, they went a little too fall in fo weighty and impor- 
tant an AtFair, by which Means they might lofe the very 
End they aim'd at, viz. the effectual punifliing the Pcrfon by 
whofe Neglect, at leaft, thofe Abufes had been committed ; 
That whatever Deference they ought to pay on this Occa- 
fion, to the Capacity, Experience, Integrity, and Authority 
of the Pcrfons who had drawn up the Rcpom that had been 
laid before them, yet it little became the Dignity, and was 
even derogatory to the Prerogative of that Houfe, which is 
the grand Inquert of the Nation, to found an Impeachment 
upon thofe Reports, without a previous Inquiry, and Exa- 

io the Proofs that were to fupport it ; and tl 
fare mov'd, thai ilia A&ir might be icfcnc& 10 vV\e ^otv 



Mi Do Jdiiigioa. 



Mi v.\ Pate i '. 



JlBftOH. Ceo. I. 
17*4-15- 



Sir W. Wyndham 



Sir Will", Liwfon. 

Sir T. Pengelly. 

M/Yon 6 c, 

VVc.irg. 



The Koafc refolve 

lo fnipciicli if"- 
£iTloiM.«cicf- 
JfeU el 

Climes and Mif- 
dtni'.-ancjrs, and a 
<-"■ . in in r- , .- Ippoi) . 
ted lo drrw up Ar. 

tide j i 



A Bill nrtlcr'd to 

i jr Mailers, 
of Chancery, on 
Diicjvcry of whit 
Smnoihcy paid for 
Uidf Place*, 



Whkh a wad 
r* -i, -.:, and ordci'd 



( 33^ ) 

federation of a felecl Committee.* J 
William Wyndham, who urg'd, * That by proceeding by 
way of Impeachment upon Reports laid before them from 
above, the Commons would make a dangerous Precedent, 
and feem to give up the molt valuable of their Privilege.*, 
viz. the Inqueil after State Criminals.' Sir Wilfred Lavvfon, 
and Sir Thomas Pengelty fupported Mr Pulteney's Motion. 
But Mr Yonge*, and Sir Clement Wearg f anfwer'd thofe 
Objections, whereupon tlie previous Queftion was put, Whe- 
ther the Queftion be now put upon Sir George Oxendena 
Motion ? Which after fome Debate was carry'd in the Af- 
firmative, by a Majority of 273 Voices againft 164. Then 
the main Queftion being put, it was refolv'd by the fam 
Majority, That Thomas Earl of Macclesfield be impeach' d 
of High Crimes and Mifdetneanors ; and it was order'd, that 
Sir George Oxenden do go up to the Lords, and at their Bar 
in the Name of the Houfe of Commons, and of all th« 
Commons of Great Britain, impeach Thomas Earl of Mac 
clesfield of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors ; and acqi 
them, that this Houfe would, in due Time, exhibit parti- 
cular Articles againft him, and make good the fame. Then 
a Committee was appointed to draw up Articles of Impeach- 
ment againft Thomas Earl of Macclesfield ; to which Com 
mittee the feveral Reports referred to in his Majefty's Mcf- 
fage, were rererr'd. After this, upon a Motion made by 
Mr Weft, and feconded by Mr Edward Thompfon, a Bill 
was order'd to be brought in, To indemnify the Majlers of 
Chancery from the Penalties of the Acl of the $th and 6t 
Tears of King Edward VI, ag ,: buying and felling of Of- 
fers, upon their difc&vering 'what Conf deration, Price, or 
Gratuity they paid, or agreed to pay, for the Purchafe af t 
or for their Admiffiion to, their Offices, 

February 13. Sir George Qxenden reported, That he h. 
been at the Bar of the Houfe of Lords, and in the Name 
of this Houfe, and of all the Commons of Great Britain, had 
impeached Thomas Earl of Macclesfield of High Crimes 
and Mifdemeanors, and acquainted the Lords, That the 
Commons would, in due Time, exhibit particular Articles 
againft him, and make good the fame. After this, Mr Weft 
prefented to the Houfe, a Bill, For indemnifying the Mafttrs 
in Chancery from the Penalties of the A3 of the z.tb end 
6th Tears of King Edncard the VI, againjf buying and felling 
of Offices, upon thtir dijecvering nvhat Confi deration, Price, 
or Grffftih they paid, or agreed to pay, for the Purchafe 
$rfor their Adinijftoii to, thtir reJpeSii'e Offices. Which B 
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was immediately read the firft, and fecond Time, and with- Annoix. Ceo. t. 
out gding through a Committee, order'd to be engrofled. \_.— - .^/ 

Feb. 1 5. The faid engrofled Bill was read the third Time, And pa&s the 
pafs'd and fent up to the Lords. Houfe ' 

Feb. 24. Sir George Oxenden acquainted the Houfe, that 
he was directed by the Committee appointed to draw up Ar- 
ticles of Impeachment againit the Earl of Macclesfield, to 
move the Houfe, That fuch Perfons as the Committee fliould 
find it neceflary to examine, be examined in the moft foiemn 
Manner } which was order'd accordingly. 

March 17. A Bill, For better effeSing the pious Intention of A Oil relating to 
building fifty New Churches, &c. purfuant to a Meffage from £wcCch«bt 
the King. Feb. 10. recommending fuch a Bill to theConfidera- j' 1 *«* a ;' a * c ? nd 

r B l rr r J .■ J rn- i j 'lime, Mr Onflow 

tion of the rioule, was read a lecond Time, and committed moves tor »Chufc 
to a Committee of the whole Houfe, who were order'd to Politick orCmpo? 
receive a Claufe, to confirm Minifters and Curates in the any A dWowof 
Enjoyment of fuch poor Livings as are, or fhall hereafter be, Living', 
augmented by the Governors of Queen Anne's Bounty, for 
the Augmentation of the Maintenance of the poor Clergy ; 
Hereupon a Motion was made by Mr Arthur Onflow, and the 
Queftion put, « That the faid Committee have Power to 
receive another Claufe or Claufes, to difable or render in- 
capable any Bodies Politick or Corporate, Brotherhoods or 
Societies, to purchafe or take any Right of Advowfon, Patro- 0,1^ thereon. 
nage, Prefentation, Nomination, Collation, or Donation of, 
in, or to any Benefice with Cure of Souls j or of, in, or to 
any Donative, or any other Ecclefiaflical Preferment what- 
foever.' He was feconded by Serjeant Miller, and back'd serj. MiHer. 
by Mr Sandys, and fome other Members, but being oppos'd Mr Sandys. 
by Mr Yonge, Mr Oglethorpe, Mr Hungerford, and Mr Mr Ybnpe. 
R. Walpole, the previous Queftion being put, that the mISSS*??. 
Queftion be now put, it was carried in the Negative, by Mr k. waipoie. . 
144 Voices againit 74. The Defign of this Motion was to 
reftrain the two Univerfities of Oxford and Cambridge, from 
purchafing new Advowfons and Prelentations of Benefices. 

March 1 8. Sir George Oxenden, from the Committee 
appointed to draw up Articles of Impeachment againit Tho- sir Ceirg? Oxcn- 
mas Earl of Macclesfield, acquainted the Houfe, that they tEto^S 1 *^ 
had drawn up fcvcral Articles accordingly, which they had Committee of im- 
di reeled him to report to the Houfe ; and he farther ac- {he'i-uuf m1£ 
quainted the Houfe, that they had other Matters depending cla6M - 
!>cfore them, relating to their Inquiry : and he read the Re- 
port in his Placc r and afterwards deliver 'd the Articles ift d***^ that** 
at the Table, where they were read by the Clerk. Thefe 
Articles were one and twenty in Number, and the two firft 
relating to Offences faid to be committed before the Aft of 
Indemnity pa fled in the Year 1721, Mr CoTAA.\vvt» Wwv^oct \kt<ua*au 
for Whitchurch, mov'd, that the faid Article* Y* tccoskhvixxr^. 
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Hereupon Mr Walter Plomer, one of the Committee that 
had drawn up the Articles, faid, ' That the Crimes, for 
which the Earl of Macclesfield was impeached, being com 
plicated, and having a Relation to, and Dependence upon 
one another, they could not mention one without the other. 
He was anfwer'd by Sir Philip Yorke *, who fpoke for die 
Motion for recommitting die Articles. To this, Sir Thomas 
Pengellyf, reply 'd, ' That in the Cafe before them, they 
ought to diitinguilh between an Act of Oblivion, and an A" 
of Indemnity : That the firft is begun in either Houfe of 
Parliament, and being the Aft of the three Ellates, or of the 
whole Legislature, clears and purges Offenders of all Crim 
therein fpecified : But that it is othervvife with an Aft of In- 
demnity, which flows from the meer Grace and Clemency 
of the Sovereign, is Cent down to the Parliament, who are 
at Liberty cither to accept or refufe it, but not to alter any 
Thing ; and regards only Crimes committed againll thi 
King, his Predeceffors, and SucceiTorsj which was not thi 
Cafe of the Earl of Macclesfield, who ftood impeach'd fo; 
Crimes and Mifdemeanors committed in a high Office anc 
Trait, againft his Fellow-Subjefts.' This wa$ anfwer'd by 
Mr Yonge, to whom Mr Weft reply'd j and to the latter Sir 
Gilbert Heathcote. But Sir Clement Wearg having Jlrenu- 
oufly fupporred Sir Thomas Pengclly's Argument, the oppo 
iite Side drop'd the Motion without dividing. Then thi 
Report being read, Paragraph by Paragraph, the feveral 
Articles were agreed to by the Houfe, and order'd to be 
engrofled. It was alfo order'd, that a Claufe be prepared, 
faving Liberty to the Commons to exhibit any farther Ar- 
ticles againftthe faid Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, and that he 
might be put to anfwer the faid Crimes and Mifdemeanors. 

March 19. Sir George Oxenden prefented to the Houfe 
Claufe faving Liberty to the Commons to exhibit farther A 
tides againll the Earl of Macclesfield, which was agree 
to, and orderM to be engrofs'd with the Articles of Impeach 
ment againll the faid Earl. 

March 20. The engrofled Articles of Impeachment of 
High Crimes and Mifdemeanors againft Thomas Earl of 
Macclesfield were read, and order'd to be carried to the 
Lords by Sir George Oxenden ; who being return'd re- 
ported, that he had been at the Bar of the Houfe of Lords, 
and left with the Lords the faid Articles of Impeachment. 

April 8. Mr R. Walpole acquainted the Houfe, That 
had a Meflage from his Majefty to this Houfe, fign'd by hi 
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Majefty, and he delivered the fame to Mr Speaker, who abm n. ceo. i. 
read the fame to the Houfe, as follows, viz. . _1 7 *L | ■ 

GEORGE R. 

HE Neceflities of his Mnjefty-s Government having King », Me ir„ e 
render 'd it impracticable for Ins Mjsjefty to make ^uLJAoil* 
" any conftderable Retrenchments in the Expences of his 
*' Civil Lift ; and having eugag'd his Majefty in fome ex- 
" traordinary Expences, which, he is perfnaded, his loyal 
" Commons will believe have been employ'd, not only for 
** the Honour and Dignity of the Crown, but for the Intc- 
" reft and Profperity of his People ; His Majefty hopes, 
" from the known Zeal and Affection of this Parliament to 
** His Perfon and Government, that he may be enabled to 
" make ufe of the Funds, lately fettled for the Payment of 
■" the Civil Lift Annuities, and for re-placing the fame to 
** his Majefty, in the moft advantageous Manner, and upon 
* the Credit thereof to raife a Sum of Money fufficient to 
" redeem thofe Annuities, and to difcharge the prefent 
" Debts contracted in his Civil Government." 

Hereupon it was refolved to take his Majefty 's moft gra- which fcateu 
cious Meflagc into Confiderarion, the next Day, in a Com- &*££?&!&!? 
mittee of the whole Houfe ; and, in the mean Time, 
Mr Scrape, by his Majefty "s Command, prcfented to the 
Houfe, An Account of the Debts upon the Civil Lift, at 
Michaelmas 1724, and alfo, An Account of the Payments 
into the Exchequer upon the Deductions of Six-Pence in the 
Pound, [See p. 259.] for the Year ending at Lady-day, 1725. 
And the faid Accounts being read, were feverally ordered to 
be referred to the Confideration of the faid Committee. 

After the Reading of thefe Papers, Mr Pulteney rook No- MrFtitBMpggfe- 
ticc, ' That it was not long f.nce [«ww, July, 1721.] a Fund (KISS** 
was given to difcharge the Debts of the Civil Lift ; and there- fnmte* ?&*$* 
fore it was Matter of Surprize, that fo many new ones had ¥" c *3 2SJ; 5, 
been contracted in fo ftiort a Time ; that if Things were 17*5/ 
carried on at this Rate, there would be no End of it ; that 
it was incumbent upon them to inquire into the Catifes of 
this growing Evil ; and therefore mov'd, That an Addrefs 
be prefented to his Majefty, that he would graciouily be 
pleafcd to give Direct ions, that the proper Officer or Officers 
of the Exchequer, Excifc, Cuftoms, and Poft-Ofhce, do lay 
before the Houfe an Account of all Monies which have been 
iflucd and paid out of the faid Offices to any Perfon or Per- 
sons on Account, for the Privy-Purfe, Secret-Service, Pteo- 
ftons, Bounties; or any Sum or Sums of Money to any Wiich. i* as«rt 
Perfon or Petfons whatfoever without Account, from March 
25th, 1721, to March 25th, 1725.' And being back'd by 
fevtraj Members; the faid Addrefs was voted accordingly 
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The fame Day the Earl of Macclesfield having given into 
the Houfe of Lords his Anfwer to the Articles of Impeach- 
ment exhibited againft him by the Commons } their Lord- 
fliips fent, the next Day, a Copy to the Houfe of Commons, 
who referred the Confideration thereof to the Committe 
appointed to draw up the faid Articles of Impeachment. 

April, g; A Motion being made for the Speaker to leave 
the Chair, that the Houfe might go into a Grand Committee, 
to consider of his M.ijefty's moll Gracious Mcifige about the 
Debts of the Civil Li 11, Mr Puheney reprefenred, « That 
the Houfe having order'd an Addreis to be prefented to his 
v, for feveral Papers relating to the Civil Lift and 
other Expences, they ought, in his Opinion, to put off the 
Consideration of his MajcnVs Menage, till thofe Papers were 
1 flid before the Houfe ; it being natural to inquire into tin 
Caufes of a Difeafe, before one applies Remedies to it." Mi 
Yonge, Mr H. Pelharn *, and Mr R. Walpole, having oppos'd 
it, Mr Puheney faid, * He wonder'd how fo great a Debt 
[vix. 508*367 h 19 s. 4d.] could be contracted in three Years 
Time, but was not furprized fome Perfons were fo eager to 
have thofe Deficiencies made good, fince they and their Friends 
had fo great a Share in it. And dcfired to know whethe 
this was all that was due, or whether they were to expect 
another Reckoning ? ' To this no direct Anfwer was given ; 
b'.it in general, it was faid, ■ That there was, indeed, a 
heavy Debt on the Civil Lift, and a great many Pcnfions > 
but that moll of thefe had been granted in King William' 
and Queen Anne's Reigns, fome by King Charles the Se- 
cond, and very few by his prefent Majefty. That fince the 
Civil Lilt was firft fettled for his Majefty, an Expence of 
about cpjOQO 1. per jfsmtm had happen'd, which could not 
then be forefeen, and therefore was left unprovided for : 
That upon Examination of the Account given in ol the 
Lift Debts, it would appear, that moll of thofe Expences 
were either for the needfary Support of the Dignity of the 
Crown and Government, or for the Publick Good : That 
there was, indeed, a Peniion of 5000 1. of another Nature, 
viz. upon Account of the Cofferer's Place, but- which could 
not well be avoided ; for both the Lord Godolphin, who 
was in that Office, and his Father, had fo well defervM of 
the Government, that they could not handfomely remove 
him without a Gratuity ; and therefore they gave his Lord- 
fhip a Pennon- of 5000 1. to make Room for the wor- 
thy Gentleman, [mtxmng Mr W. ] who now en- 
joys -f- that Poll.' Then the Commons, in a Grand Com- 
mittee, 
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mittec, took his Majefty's MefTage into Consideration, and a 
Motion was made, * That for the Redeeming the Annuities 
of 25,000 1. per Annum i charged on the Civil Lilt Revenues, 
by an Aft of Parliament of the Seventh. Year of his Majefty, 
and for difcharging the Debts and Arrears due from his Ma- 
jefty to his Servants, Tradefmen, and others, his Majefty 
be enabled to raife any Sum, not exceeding one Million, by 
Exchequer-Bills, Loans, or otherwife, on the Credit of the 
Deductions of Six-pence per Pound, directed by the faid 
ACc of the Seventh Year of his Majefty' s Reign, and of the 
LiiJ Civil Lift Revenues, at an Intereftor Rate not exceeding 
3 I. per Cent, per Annum, till Repayment of the Principal.' 
This Motion occafion'd a farther Debate ; but the Queftion 
being put, it was refolv'd in the Affirmative, by 239 Votes 
againft 1 19. This Refolution being the next Day reported, 
was agreed to by the Houfe, and a Bill was ordered to be 
brought in thereupon. 

April 10. It was refolv'd to addrefs his Majefty, for an 
Account of the grofs and clear Produce of the Branches of 
the Revenue of the Civil Lilt Funds, from Chriftmas 1699, 
to Lady-day 1715. Which Addrefs was readily complied 
with. 

April zo. The Lord Finch *, Knight of the Shire for Rut- 
land, having offered a Petition of Henry St. John, late Vif- 
count Bolingbroke, to be prefented to the Houfe : Mr R. 
Walpole acquainted the Houfe, that he had received his Ma- 
jesty's Commands to acquaint the Houfe, That the Petitioner 
had, feven Years fince, made his humble Application and 
SubmiiEon to his Majefty, with Aflarances of Duty, Alle- 
giance, and Fidelity, which his Majefty fo far accepted, as 
to give him Encouragement to hope for fame future Marks of 
'ajefty's Grace and Goodnefs j and that his Majefty is 
fatiilkd that (he Petitioner's Behaviour has been fuch, a 
vinces his Majefty that he is an Object of hi3 Majefty 's Mer- 
md his Majefty confents that this Petition be prefented 
to the Houfe. 

Then the faid Petition was brought up and read, fetting 
forth, That the Petitioner is truly concerned for his Offence, 
in not having furrendied himfelf, purfuant to the Directions 
of an Art oi the firft Year of his Majefty *s Reign, whereby 
the Petitioner was attainted of High Treafon, and for- 
feited all his Real and Perfonal Eftate, {See p. 39.] and by 
Reafon thereof hath fuffered very great Lofles : That upon 
the Petitioner's Marriage in 1700, Sir Walter St. John, 
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Bart, and the Lord Vifcount St. John, the Petitioner's Grand 
father and Father, togedier with the Petitioner, made a Set- 
tlement of their Family-Eflatcs in the Counties of Wilts, 
Surrey, *nd Middlefex, all which Premiffes, except a very 
fmall Part thereof, are now in the Polfeffion of the Petitioner': 
Father, and the Petitioner cannot become intitled thereto for 
his Life, until after his Father's Deceafe : That the Petiti 
ner hath, in molt humble and dutiful Manner, made his 
Submiffion to his Majefty, and given his Majefty the ftrongefl 
AfTurancesof his inviolable Fideliry, aftdof his Zeal forhisMa- 
jefty's Service, and for the Support of the prefent happy EJla- 
blifhment, which his Majeiry hath been molt gracioufly pieaf- 
ed to accept ; and praying, that Leave may be given to bring 
in a Bill for enabling the Petitioner, and the Heirs Male of 
his Body, notwithltanding his faid Attainder, to take and 
enjoy the faid fettled Eftatfj according to the Limitations of 
the faid Settlement, or other Aflurances therein mentioned ; 
and for enabling the Petitioner to hold and enjoy any Perfonal 
Eflate or Effects whereof he now is, or hereafter mall be 
pofTefTed, and to invert the fame in the Purchafe of any Real 
or Perfonal Eflate within this Kingdom. 

After the Reading of this Petition, the Lord Finch mov'd 
that a Bill be brought in, according to the Prayer of the late 
Vifcount Bolingbroke s Petition. This Motion was feconded 
by Mr R. Walpole, who, having repeated Part of what he 
had. before laid before the Houf-, by the King's Command, 
in the Petitioner's Behalf, added, * That he was fully fatif- 
fied, that he had fufficiently attuned for hi? pa ft Offences, 
and therefore deferv'd the Favour of that Houfe fo far, as to 
enable him to enjoy the Family Inheritance that was fettled 
Upon him ; whicn, according to the Opinion of the bell 
Lawyers, he could nor do by Virtue of his Majeiry 's moft 
Gracious Pardon, without an A£t of Parliament.' This was 
Confirm'd by Sir Philip Yorke and Sir Clement Wearg. Th 
Mr Methuen -J- ftood up, and ftrenuoufly oppofed the Lord 
Finch's Motion ; he faid, ' That as he had the Honour to be 
one of the King's immediate Servants, it might, perhaps, by 
fome be thought unbecoming his Station, to appear again 
a Petition, to the preJenting of which his Majeily, in his 
Royal Clemency and Goodnefs, had graciouily been pieafi 
to give his Cedent : But that being at Liberty to follow the 
Dictates of his Confcience in this Matter, he would f 
declare his Opinion, that the Publick Crimes for which 
Petitioner flood attainted, were fo heinous, fo flagrant, and 

of 
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of fo deep a Dye, as not to admit of any Expiation or At- aww.u. c«o.i. 
tenement ; and whatever he might have done to deferve his . m - 1 % *~ j 
Majefty's Private Grace and Pardon, yet he thought him al- 
together unworthy of any National Favour.* Hereupon Mr 
Methuen inftanc'd the late Lord Bolingbroke's fcandalous 
and villainous Conduit, while he had a Share in the Admi- 
niftration of AfEiirs in the laft Reign. How he was the prin- 
cipal Advifer of, and Actor in, the wicked Meafures that 
were then purfued ; his clandeftine Negociation of Peace 
without the Privity of the Queen's Allies, contrary to the 
exprefs Tenor of the Grand Alliance ; his infolent Behaviour 
towards all the Confederates in general, and the Dutch in 
particular ; his (acrificing the Intereft of the whole Confede- 
racy, and the Honour of his own Country, particularly in 
the bafe abandoning of the poor and brave Catalans : A 
Tranfa&ion with which he had an Opportunity - to be inti- 
mately acquainted, as having had the Honour, at that Junc- 
ture, to ferve the Nation as the Queen's Minifter in Portugal y 
and to fum up all his Crimes in one, his traiterous Defign 
of defeating the Proteftant Succeffion, the Foundation of 
both our prefent and future Happinefs ; and of advancing a 
Popifh Pretender to the Throne, which would have involv'd 
his Native Country in endlefs Mifery. Mr Arthur" Onflow, ^'ftjjj"^ "^- 
Lord William Paulet *, Sir Thomas Pengelly, and Mr Gyb- sii Tho.'pengcUy. 
bon f fupported Mr Methuen j Serjeant Miller hereupon J* . Gybl JJjj hr 
faid, * That he was againil the Motion for three Reafons, ' J 

I. Becaufe he thought it againil the Intereft of the King. 

II. Againft the Intereft of his Country. III. Againft the 
Intereft of the prefent Miniftry. That he loved the King 
better than he loved himfelf ; and hated his Enemies more 
than he did. That he loved his Country as he loved him- 
felf; and as he thought its Intereft infeparable from the 
King's, fo he would not have any publick Favour fhewn to 
one, who had atted info notorious a Manner againft both. 
And as for the prefent Minifters, he was fo well fatisfied 
with their juft, prudent, and fuccefsful Management, that 
he would not fee them expos'd to the Cabals and Intrigues 
of their inveterate, though feemingly reconciled Enemies.' 

On the other Hand Sir Thomas Hanmer and Dr Friend Dr r .'Fri^ BI " e^ • 

jpoke for the Motion, and took that Occafion to extol his 

Majefty's Royal Clemency ; and then the Queftion being put, ABiiionierMt» 

on the Lord Finch's Motion, it was carried in the Aifirma- ^rd!^. tIn * fi " 

tive by 231 Votes againft 113, and his Lordfhip and Mr 

R. Walpole were ordered to bring in a Bill according to the 

Prayer of the late Lord Bolingbroke's Petition. 

Aycil 

* (he if tie llBers ef the Exchequer. 
f One of tie Coxmijfmm tf the Reveiutt in IreUn*. 
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*n»n.Oe»,L April 23. S>r George Oxenden reported from the Com 

|_ ii— ij- 1 J mittee, to whom it was referred to confider of the Anfwe 

sit Geowtoxenden of Thomas Earl of Macclesfield to the Articles of Impeach- 

Rcpiic™ ment exhibited againft him, * That the faid Earl had in- 

M^cMkidvtaf diiftriouily avoided giving a direft Anfwer to feveral Matters 

pofitively alledg'd againll him, and had endeavour'd to dif ■ 

guife the Crimes laid to his Charge ; and that many Parts 

of the faid Earl's Anfwer are contradictory and inconiiftent ; 

and the Committee did humbly fubmit to the Judgment of 

the Houfe their Opinion, that for avoiding any Imputation 

of Delay in the Commons, in a Cafe of ft> great Moment, 

a Replication be forthwith fent up to the Lord&, maintaining 

the Charge of the Commons ; and that tlie Cftmmittee had 

prepared a Replication accordingly, which he read in his 

Place; and the faid Replication being read a fecond Time, it 

was rcfolved to be the Replication of the Commons to the 

Anfwer of Thomas Earl of Macclesfield ; and order'd that the 

faid Replication be engrofTed. 

April Z4. The Commons read the engrafted Replication 
to the Anfwer of Thomas Earl of Macclesfield,, which 
order'd to be fent to the Lords. 

April 27. Lord Finch prefented to the Houfe a Bill, For 
fcoteiK*<hcfii« M ff£Ax£ Henry St John, late Vifcount Bolingbroke, to take 
and enjoy feveral Manors, Lands, &c which was receiv'd, 
read the firft, and order'd to be reaJ a fecond Time. 

April 30. The late Lord Bolingbroke's Bill was read a 
fecond Time and committed to a Committee of the whole 
Houfe, who were ordered to receive a Claufe or Claufes, 
1 For preferving the Inheritance of all the family Eftate in 
the faid Bill mentioned, to the Ift'ue Male of the Lord Vif- 
count St John, on Failure of Iffue Male of the faid Henry 
St John, late Vifcount Bolingbroke, with Provifo to the faid 
late Vifcount Bolingbroke to charge the faid Eftate with a 
Sum of Money, and to make Leafes in like Manner, as he 
was enabled to do by the Marriage Settlement in the faid 
Bill mentioned, and to make a Jointure, and Provifion for 
younger Children.' 

May 3. The Order being read for the Houfe to refolve 
itfelf into a Grand Committee upon the late Lord Vifcount 
Bolingbroke's Bill, the Lord William Paulet mov'd, 
it be an Inftruclion to the faid Committee, That they have 
Power to receive n. Claufe to difable the faid Henry St John, 
late Vifcount Bolingbroke, to be a Member of either 1 
of Parliament, or to have or enjoy any Office or Place of 
Profit or Trull under his Majetly. This Motion was !■ 
by feveral Members, but was oppofed by Mr Robert Walpolr, 
and the QuelVion Wvr.^-puv xawixm^ots kws carry 'd in the 
Negative by 1 e^Vtacw s.^vvo&'iv KSxsk <&& <&& v^wa.- 
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icons in a Committee of the whole Houfe, went through the 
faid Bill, and made feveral Amendments thereto, which be- 
ing the next Day reported by the Lord Finch, were, with 
an Amendment to one of them, agreed to, and the Bill lb 
amended, order'd to be engrofs'd. 

May 5* The engrofs'd Bill, For enabling Henry St, Jobn t 
late Vifcomt Boli/igbroke, and the Heirs Male of bis Body, 
notnuitbjlanding bis Attainder, to take and enjoy federal Ma- 
nors, Landsy and Hereditaments, &C. was read the third Time, 
pafs'd, and fent up to the Lords. 

May 6. The Commons order'd, That the Committee ap- 
pointed to manage the Evidence againft Thomas Earl of 
Macclesfield, be at Liberty to proceed in fuch Manner as they 
mail think moil important for the fpeedieft expediting of the 
laid Trial. Then upon a Meflage from the Lords, import- 
ing. That their Lordlhips were ready to proceed on the 
Trial of Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, the Names of the 
Managers were called over by the Clerk, viz. Sir George 
Oxenden, Bart, * Sir Clement Wearg, Sir Thomas Pengelly, 
Sir William Strickland, Bart, -j- Mr Doddington, Lord Mor- 
peth, Mr Arthur Onflow, Mr Palmer, Mr Walter Plomer, 
Sir John Rumout, B.xrt, Mr Edward Thompson +f, Mr Philips 
Gybbon, Mr Hedges, Mr Sandys, Mr Weft **, Mr Snell, Mr 
Lutwyche, Hon. Mr Thomas Gower, and Mr. Cary-J-f- Ac- 
cordingly the faid Managers went op to the Bar of the Houfe 
of Lords, to proceed on the Trial, which held till the 26th 
of this Month, and being printed by Authority, may be found 
at large in the 6th Volume of the STAT E TRIALS. 

May 27. The Lords fent a Meflage to the Commons, ac- 
quainting them, that their LordJhips were ready to give 
judgment againft Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, if the Com- 
mons, with their Speaker, would come and demand the 
fame. Hereupon a Motion was made, and the Queftion pro- 
pofed, That this Houfe will demand Judgment of the Lords 
againft Thomas Earl of Macclesfield ; which occafioned a 
ivarm Debate, that lalled till Five in the Afternoon, when 
the previous Queftion being pot, That the Queftion be now 
put, it was carried in the Affirmative, by a Majority of 
136 Voices againft 65 ; and then the main Queftion being 
put, it was relblv'd, That this Houfe will demand Judgment 
againft Thomas Earl of Macclesfield. This done, the Com- 
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mom refolv'd, Num. Con. That the Thanks of thii Houfe be 
given to the Members, who were appointed the Managers 
of the Impeachment againft Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, 
for their faithful Management in their Difcharge of the Truft 
repofed in them. Hereupon Mr Speaker gave them, they 
Handing up feverally in their Places, the Thanks of the 
Houfe, as follows : 

Gentlemen, 

IT is with the greatejl Chearfuhtfs , that I obey tbc Com- 
mands of the Houfe on this Occafion ; and yet I ivas ne- 
ver, on any Occafion, more fenfible of the Difficulties of per- 
forming them as J ought ; but J heir .'isf action in this 
Motion s being made when I leaf expeeled it, that my not 
being prepared may be fame Excufe for thofe Defects, which 
Jjhould not have been able to have ftipplyd, had I had never 
fo long a Time for Confi deration. 
Gentlemen, 
You have maintained the Charge of the Commons, wi/h 
that Force of Argument, Beauty of Exprejfion, and Strength 
tf Reafon, as would have gained yon the highefi Applaufc in 
the moft fiourifing of the Grecian Commonwealths j and / 
add, 

— — — — — Nee dignius unquam 
Majelbis meminit kk Romana locutam. 

Eut I Jhall not enlarge farther on this Part of your P 
being fenfible that I am not able to exprefs myfelf in a Man- 
ner fuitable to the Dignity of the Subjecl ; your own Tongues 
are only equal to fuch an Undertaking ; and were I able to de 
§t, your Madefy would not permit it : I fall therefore pro- 
ceed in obeying the Commands of the Houfe, in fuch a Manner, 
as you yourjclvcs niny hear it, not only without Ojfence, but 
I hope with SatisfacTian ; by endeavouring to fet in 
froper Lights the great and lafiing Benefits your Country will 
receive by your faithful Difcharge of your Duty. 

You have flopped the Cries of Orphans, and dried tip the 
Tears of the Widow ; even thofe who mufkever be infenfible 
ef the Benefits they receive, Ideots and Luuaticks, and fuch 
cnly can be infenfible of them, will be Partakers of the Fruits 
nf your Labours. 

But you arc more particularly intithd to the Thanks a 
Houfe, by having made the Pro/'ecutions of the Commons a- 
gainjl great Offenders, practicable ; The Power of In:, 
went, that Sward of Vengeance, which the ConJIitution has 
put into the Hand of the Commons, and nvhich, when drawn 
hy Party-Ragty vjhin dirccled by fen, or 

wielded by unjkilful HaTidt, ba> tvo ojun «vmwm(ia ; 
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fit tut ion it 'was intended to prefervr, has how* by your able a mien Oo.r. 
Management, turnd its Edge to its proper ObjeJi, a Great 
QjfiTtdtr ; and if the Wound it has gimett Jhould not be fa 
deep, as many expeel ; yet you may be t/erj furs, it never can 
be imputed to the Want of Strength in your Arm ; At: J 1 babe 
and trmfiJ, from your prudent Conduct through the -whole Pro- 
grefs of the Trial, that this great Privilege of the Commons 
iK'ill c-ver remain a Terror to evil Doers ; and that it may be 
a Praife to them that do Wf//, the Houfe has unanimaufly 
come to this Refolutian, 

RefolvM, Nemine Contradicente, ' That the Thanks of this 
' Houfe be given to the Members, who were appointed the 
' V] nagers of the Impeachment againft Thomas Earl of 
' Macclesfield, for their faithful Management in their Dif- 
' charge of the Trull repoled in them.' 

The Commons unanimouily refolv'd, That Mr Speaker be wtirh is onccred 
defircd to print the above Speech, and fent Sir William Gage wbe P' m,u - 
wih a Mcflage Co the Lords, to acquaint them, Thai the 
Commons, with their Speaker^ intended immediately to 
come to the Houfe of Lords, to demand Judgment againft 
Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, 



Though it is not properly within the Cornpafs of our De- 
fign, to take Notice of any Proceedings of the Commons 
at the Bar of the Houfe of Lords, yet, as the Judgment of 
their Lordlhips againft the Earl of Macclesfield gave Occa- 
sion to an Addrefs from the Houle of Commons to the R 
it will be neceftkry here to add, That the Commons with 
their Speaker went up to the Houfe of Peers ; where Mr 
Speaker having demanded judgment againft Thomas Earl of 
Macclesfield, for the High Crimes and Mi (demeanors of 
which he was impeached by the Commons, the Lords, by 
the Mouth of Sir Peter King *, Lord Chief Jullice of the 
Court of Common-Pleas, their Speaker, pro Tempore, gave 
the following Judgment, viz. ' That Thomas Earl of Mac- 
■ clesfield be fined in the Sum of Thirty Thoufand Pounds 

* unto our Sovereign Lord the King ; and that he be impri- 

* foiled in the Tower of London, and there kept in fafe 
' Cuftody, until he ftiall pay the faid Fine.' 

May 31. It was refolvcd, Kern. Con. That an humble 

Addrefi be prdepted to his Majeily, ' That he would be gra- 

cioufly pleafed to order, Thar the Fine impofed by the 

Houfe of Lords, on Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, or any 
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Part thereof, .is the fame [hall be paid into the Exchequer, 
be iffued and paid into the Court of Chancery, to be applied 
towards making good any of the Loffes of the Suitors occa- 
fioned by the Deficiencies of the Mailers of the faid Court, 
as that Court fhn.ll think fit to direct. ' And it was order'd, 
that the £aid Addrels be prefented to his Majefly by fuch 
Members of the Houfe as are of his Majefty's moft Honour- 
able Privy Council. About half an Hour after, Mr Robert 
Walpole reported to the Houfe, That the faid Addrefs had 
been prefented to his Majefly ; and that his Majefly had 
commanded him to acquaint the Houfe, That he would give 
the neceffary Orders according to the Defire of the Houfe. 

The fame Day the King being come to the Houfe of 
Lords, with the ufual State, and the Commons being fent 
for up and attending, his Majeity gave the Royal Affent to 
the Bill in Favour of the late Lord Vifcount Eolingbroke, 
and to feveral other Bills. 

After which the Lord King, Speaker of the Houfe of Lords, 
read his Msjefty's Speech to both Houfes of Parliament, as 
follows : 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
•* T Am come to put an End to this Seflion of Parliament, 
" JL which, though it has been extended to an unexpected 
" Length, has been fo well employed for the Service and 
** Intcrefl of the Publick, that I affure myfelf it will be to 
" the general Satisfaction of the Nation. 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

" The prudent Ufe you have made of the prefent flou- 
** riming State of Credit, by a certain Reduction of more 
" than three Millions feven hundred Thoufand Pounds to an 
" Jnterefl of Four per Cent, and by a wife Provision for die 
** Redemption thereof by Parliament, without farther No- 
■* tice, on Payment of fuch Sums as the Circumstances of 
** the Government will from Time to Time admit, has fc- 
" cured a considerable Addition to the Sinking Fund, not 
** fubject to the Hazard of future Events. 

" You have not only raifed the Supply for the Service of 
*• the current Year, at the lowed Rate of Interefl that has 
" been ever known, but without laying any new Burthen on 
" my People, you have enabled me to discharge the Debts 
" of my Civil Government : Debts contracted by neceffary 
" and unavoidable lL\pences, and in Support of fuch Mea- 
" fures of Government as have greatly increafed the Happi- 
** nefs of my People : You have thereby fliewn your juil 
" Regard to my Honour, and th§ Dignity of the Crown, 



My 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 
* ( As all our publick Bleffings are the happy Effects of tlie 
general Tranquility we now enjoy, I cannot but exprefs 
my Satisfaction in the Provifxon you have made, for fup- 
prefling and preventing Disturbances and Commotions in 
thofe Parts where the Peace of the Kingdom might have 
been moil endanger'd. 

** Nothing more remains neceflary, than to tell yon, that 
I entirely depend on the faithful Difcharge of your Du- 
ties in your feveral Stations, and on your conftant Care in 
your refpec^ive Countries, to preferve the Peace and Quiet 
of the Publick ; but I know not how to part with yon 
without firlt returning you my very hearty Thanks for the 
many repeated Inilances you have, in this Seffion, given 
me of your Duty and Affection ; all fuch Returns may 
be expected from mc, as can be made by the moft indul- 
gent Prince to an affectionate and loyal People."* 



Anna It. do. I 



Then the Lord King, by his Majelty's Commands prorogued The fcriiwaait 
the Parliament to the firft of July ; They were afterwards i" " 1 * 1 "^ 
farther prorogued to the 20th of January. 
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ST EEC HES and DEBATES 

In the Fourth Session of the 

Second Tarliament ofKmg George I. 

THE Parliament being met at Weftmmiler on the Anm a, c». l 
20th of January, purfuant to their laft Prorogation, 17*5-**. 
the King went to the Houfe of Peers with the ufual 
State, and the Commons being come thither, the King, 
by the Mouth of the Lord High Chancellor, made the 
following Speech to both Houfes : 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" T Have had fuch frequent Experience of the Wifdom ThoKing'i 
« J_ and Zeal of this Parliament, on many important Oc- "JjJ 1 ^ 
" canons, that it is with Pleafure I now meet you ag 
«• and I make no Doubt but that your Endeavours for the 
" Good and Service of your Country will be as fuccefsful 
" as they have hitherto been. 

" The diftrefs'd Condition of fome of our Proteftant Bre- 
** thren abroad, tod cbc Negotiations and Engagements en- 
*• treJ into by fome Foreign Powers, which Deem to I 
" laid the Fouidariwi of new Troubles and ^&h\3mk*i\sv 
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" Europe, and to threaten my Subjects with the Lofs of 
" feveral. of the molt advantageous Branches of their Trade, 
" obliged me without any Lofs of Time, to concert with 
" other Powers, fuch Meafures, as might give a Check to the 
" ambitious Views of thofe, w ho are endeavouring to render 
fl thcmfelves formidable, and put a Stop to the farther Pro- 
*' grefc of fuch dangerous Deiigns. For thefe Ends I have 
«* entred into a defensive Alliance witli the moft ChriJlian 
" King and the King of Pruflia, to which feveral ether 
" Powers, and particularly the States- General, have been in- 
" vited to accede, and I have not the leait Reafon to doubt 
*' of their Concurrence. This Treaty mall in a Ihort Time 
*« be laid before you. 

** By thefe Means, and by your Support and AGiitance, I 
*' truft in God, I fhalh.be able not only to fecure to my 
" own Subjects the Enjoyment of many valuable Kiglm and 
*' Privileges long fince acquir'd for them by the moll folemn 
* Treaties, but effectually to preferve the Peace and Balance 
41 of Europe, the only View and End of all my Endeavours. 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

** I have order' d the EiHmates for the Service of this 
*' Year to be prepar'd and laid before you, which, from 
" an Unwillingnefs 1 always have to put my Subjects to an 
" extraordinary Expence by any unneceJTary Precaution 
*■ J"orjn , d upon die Foot of employing no greater Number 
<e of Forces, tl»an was thought neceffary the laft Year 
" which, if the Supplies you give fiiall be fully and effec- 
*' tually raifed, I fhall be enabled to have a ftrong Fleet at 
" Sea early in the Spring. If the Pofture of Affairs ihaJl at 
" any Time make it neceffary to augment our Maritime 
" Force, I confide fo entirely in the Zeal and Affection of 
" my ParUament, that I allure myfelf you will enable me 
" to make fucli an Addition to the Number of Seamen, as 
*' fhall be found requifite. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" It is not to be doubted, but the Enemies to my Go- 
" vernment will conceive Hopes, that fome favourable Op- 
" portunity for renewing their Attempts may offer, from 
" the Profpect of new Troubles and Commotions : They are 
" already very bufy by their InJlruments and Emiffiries in 
" thofe Courts, whofe Mcafures feem moft to favour their 
•* Purpofea, in foliciting and promoting the Caufe of the 
*' Pretender ; but I perfuade myfelf, notwithstanding the 
'.' Countenance and Encouragement they may have receiv'd, 
41 or natter themfelves with, t]»e Provihon you fhaU make 
* £ for the Safety and Defence of the Kingdom will effectually 
« fecuxe us from any Attempts from Abroad, and render all 
" fuch. Projects vaitt ami &Wunc. 
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•* When the World fhall fee that you will not fuffer the Anno iz. ocm. 
" Britifh Crown and Nation to be menaced and infulted, 
" thofe, who moll envy the prefer t Happinefs and Tran- 
" quility of this Kingdom, and are endeavouring to make 
" us fubfervient to their Ambition, will confider their own 
" Interefl and Circumftances, before they make any Attempt 
** upon fo brave a People, flxengthened and fupported by 
" prudent and powerful Alliances, and though defirous to 
" preferve the Peace, able and ready to defend themf elves 
" againft the Efforts of all Aggreffors. Such Refolutions 
" and fuch Meafures timely taken, I am fatisfy'd, are the 
*' moil effectual Means of preventing a War, and continuing 
" to us the Bleffings of Peace and Profpcrity." 

Jan. zo. The Commons being return'd to their Houfe, and sir Rohm Sattoa 
Mr Speaker having reported his Majefty's Speech, Sir Ro- S^omSff 
bert Sutton *, Knight of the Shire for Nottingham, mov'd, 
and being feconded, it was refolv'd, That an humble Ad- 
drefs be prefented to his lUajefty for his gracious Speech ; and 
a Committee was appointed to draw up an Addrefs upon the 
faid Refolution ; which was. accordingly the next Day re- 
ported to the Houfe by Sir Robert Sutton, and agreed to. 

Jan. 2z. The fame was prefented to his Majefty by the 
whole Houfe as follows : 



WbJcfa ii agreed 
to, *nd pidchlcd. 



Moll Gracious Sovereign, 

* TT 7E your Majefty's moll dutiful and loyal Subjects, the The Addrefc. 

* VV Commons of Great Britain in Parliament afiembled, 
« beg Leave moll unfeignedly to congratulate your Majefty's 

* fafe and happy Arrival in this Kingdom. Nothing can equal 

* the Dread and Anxiety which filled the Breads of your good 

* People, vvhilft your Majefty's facred Pcrfon was expos' d to 

* the Perils of tempcfluous Seas ; but the univerfal Joy that 
' was inftantly duTus'd throughout the Kingdom, upon the 
« welcome News of your Majelly's being fafely landed on the 
« Britilh Shore. 

« We return your Majefty our humbleft Thanks for your 

* moll gracious Speech from the Throne ; and cannot fuffici- 

* cntly acknowledge your Majelly's great Attention and Care 

* for the Prefervation of the Peace amd Profperity of this Na- 

* tion, and the general Tranquility of Europe. 

• The tender Regard and Compaflion, which your Majefty 

* has expreffed for the diftrefled Proteftants abroad, will give 

* great Satisfaction to all, whole Profeffion of the fame Reli- 
' gion muft infpire them with a juft Refentment of the Injuries 
' and Perfections which they fuffer for the Sake of it. 

p Your 
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' Your Majeuy v s Vigilance in watching over and difcon- 

certing the ambitions Views and Deiigns of thofe, that are 

endeavouring to render themfelves formidable ; yourWifdora 

' in early forming and entering into Alliances \virh Powers 

* beft able to withftand the common Danger, and to put a 

* Stop to the farther Progrefs of the Negotiations carrying on 

* by other Powers, and your particular Concern for the 
■ Trade and Commerce of thefe Nations, call upon us for all 

* poflible Returns of Duty and Gratitude. 

' And that your Majefty's unwearied Endeavours for the 
1 particular Interefts of your own Subjects of thefe Kingdoms, 
1 and for preventing a War, may have their deftVd Effect, 
' we, your Majeily's moil dutiful and loyal Commons, pro- 

* mife and afTure your Majeffy, that we will with the greatefi 

* Chearfulnefs, Unanimity and Difpatch, fo effectually raiie 

* the Supplies for this Year, that your Majefty may be en- 

* abled to have a llrong Fleet at Sea early in the Spring, fuffi- 

* dent to protect and defend the Kingdom, to difappoiiit the 

* Hopes of the Enemies to your MajeiVy's Government, and 

* refent any Infults and Attempts that may be vainly projected 

* and undertaken. 

* It is not to be wonder d at, that in the low State to 

* which the Affairs of the Pretender are reduced, his EmilTa- 

* ries and Instruments fhould be waiting for every Opportunity, 

* that has the Appearance of being favourable Co their lan- 

* guiftiing Caufe ; and as they have been very bufy in foreign 

* Courts, the DifafFccted and Difcontented here have not been 

* lefs indubious, by falfe Rumours and Suggeflions to fill the 

■ Minds of the People with groundlefs Fears and Alarms* 

* in order to aiFeft the Publick Credit, and, by diltrcmng the 
« Government, give Encouragement to the Enemies of our 

* Peace. 

« But we promife ourfelves that the Prudence, Temper, 

* ami Relolution of thofe that truly confult their own Intcr- 

* eft, and with well to their Country, will, on the one 

* Hand, prevent and obviate the Mifchiefs that, by too 
' Heat Credulity and vain Fears, they may bring upon them- 

* felvesi and, on the other Hand, we are deterniin'd to con- 

* vince the World, that if thofe who moll envy our prefent 

* Happincfs and Tranquility, (hall fo far prcfume upon the 

* jull Scnfc and Value we have for thefe inellimable Blefling*, 

* as ftill to purfue their defperate Meafures } how defirous fo- 

■ ever we may be of Peace, we will not fuffer your Maje- 
' Jly and tiic Hi its fl 1 Nation to be infultedj but that we will, 

* to the ucmofl of our Power, as the Exigency and Neceflity 

* of Affairs fliall require, Hand by, and fupport your Majcfry 
j agaiaft all AUcm^t* W diilurb the pubiick Repcfe.* 
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To this Addrefs his Majefty return'd the following Anfwer, *««» «- Geo, it 

Gentlemen, 
" T Return you my Thanks for this dutiful and loyal Ad- 
•* X drefs. I make no Doubt but you will foon be fenfible The King's Anfirer 
41 of the good Effeft of this feafonable Vigour and Refolu- 
*■ tion. You may be aflured, that I will make no Ufe of 
" the Confidence you repofc in mc, but for preferving to us 
" the Bleffings of Peace, and for promoting the Honour and 
44 Intereft of this Kingdom" 

[Jan. 22. The Commons took into ConfiJeration his Maje- 
iiy's Speech to both Houfes, and a Motion being made for a 
Supply, the fame was referred to the Grand Committee on 
the 24th Inllant. ASoppirTwed. 

Jan. 24, The Commons went into a Grand Committee, 
to confider of the Motion for granting a Supply to his Maje- 
fty, which was unanimoufly refob/d upon. 

Jan. 28. The Houfe having refolv'd itfelf into a Grand ^^ concernln _ 
Committee, confider "d farther of the Supply, and in par- "><= Number of 
ticular of the Charge of the Guards, Garnfons, and other ^"You'iTia" 
his Majelty's Land Forces in Great-Britain for the Year 1 726. 
Mr Henry Pelham open'd the Debate, and mov'd, That ^ H - PdiaBU 
Provifion be made for the fame Number of Men, for Guards, 
Garrifons, and Land Forces, for the Year 1726, as were 
provided for the laft Year. This was oppos'd by Mr Ship- ** SWppM * 
pen, who thereupon flood up, and fpoke as follows : 

Mr Speaker, 

4 My Sentiments concerning a Standing Army in Time 
of Peace are well known here, and it may feem unneceflary, 
perhaps be thought impertinent, in me to debate anew on 
a worn and exhaufled Topic^ when other Gentlemen, 
who entertain the fame Sentiments, are pleafed to be lilent. 
But furely the Queibon before you is not become a Motion 
of Courfe j furely as long as the Grievance is continued on 
one hand, fo long there is a Right of Complaint on the 
Other ; and rhat Complaint, I fhould think, may without 
Offence be continued, till it can be proved, that the Bri- 
tifh Government is in in nature Military, or ought to be 
made fo. 

* I do not intend to trouble you with what I have for- 
merly urged, or to ufe any Argument drawn from thcExpence 
and Burthen, or from the Terror and Oppreflion, which 
have been brought upon this and other Nations, by raifing 
and keeping up a greater Number of Forces, than were ab- 
solutely neceflary in Time of Peace : Not but that the 
Gradations, by which Armies, with all thw laqoxixcdcasx^ 
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have been firft introduced into Free States, and afterwards 
impofed upon them, ought to be had in perpetual Remem- 
brance* We ought never to forget, that fiich Steps have 
been ufually taken, to gratify the Views of ambitious Prin- 
ces, to carry on the Schemes of evil Minifters, to terrify 
Parliaments into Obedience, and to make the Members 
of them dumb Speftators of the Miferies of their Country. 

' I will not infift on thefe Arguments, however fail in 
themfelves, however proper on other Qccaiions, becaufe they 
would be (inapplicable to the prefent Situation of our Af- 
fairs. For we have a Prince, whofe only Aim is to continue 
to us the Blefiings of Peace and Plenty ; We have a Mini- 
ftry, whofe Merits arc above my Commendations ; We 
have a Parliament, which ac"b with a Spirit fuperior to all 
Influences, and to all Temptations, Befides, every Year has 
its particular Circumftances, and thofe particular Circum- 
ftances ought to guide our Refolutions, when we are making 
our annual Parliamentary Provifions for the Publick Sen'ice. 
I thought our Circumftances both at Home and Abroad, 
were fo profperous the laft Seffion, that we might without 
Hazard have difbanded atleaft the Four Thoufand Augmenta-* 
tion-Troops. [Set fi. 326] But the Majority of the Houfewas 
of another Opinion. There was then indeed a Rendezvous, 
though not a formed Congrefs, of Plenipotentiaries, vying 
with each other in the Splendor of their Equipages and the 
Magnificence of their Entertainments at Cambray, which 
had for fome time employed our Speculations, and promifed 
great Events to the World. And it was thought good Po- 
licy to (hew the Negotiating Powers, by continuing our 
Army, that, if they would not accept his Ma] city's Plan for 
fettling the Balance of Power, and for eftablifhing the Tran- 
quility of Europe, Great Britain was ready to do her Part 
towards compelling them to a Compliance. But that Po- 
licy proved ineffectual , and that Negotiation appears at laft 
to have wanted Subftance, as well as Form, and to have 
produe'd nothing to Great Britain, but an Increafe of the 
Civil Lift Debt, as we were given to undcrftand the laft 
Seflion, in a Debate on that Subject, by one that knew 
the Secret. 

* But we are now told, that prudent and powerful Alli- 
ances are actually made, and that what was only attempted 
at Cambray, has been fully accomplished at Herenhaufen. 
Nor can there be any doubt, but that his Majefly's exten- 
five Care over all his Foreign and Domeftick Concerns, but 
that his alternate Rcfidcnce here and abroad, as it hath 
procured, fo it would, with the Advice of a good Minitlry, 
and without the Aid of w ^eat Army, prcferve to us, thro* 
the whole Couife of Via Bai^ci, ^flaax. ^tnawj *&d thofe 
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BlefEngs we now enjoy. For, whether at home or abroad, 
his Influence is irrefiltible, becaufe his Counfels are wife, 
and his Defigns are juft. Nor am I altered in this Opinion 
by what has happened at Glafgow in Scotland, or at Thorn 
in Poland.. 

* For, if I am rightly informed, the Tumult at Glafgow 
was no' more than a Mob, compofed chiefly of Women, a 
mere Mock-Refemblance ofan Amazonian Army, that might 
have been quelled by the Inter pofition of the Civil Authori- 
ty, without Recourfeto that Military Vengeance, which was 
executed there. Such Commotions we lee arife almoft in 
every Nation, when the Occafions of the Publick call for 
new and extraordinary Taxes ; and yet they are generally 
defpifcd, as impotent Efforts againft Eftablifhed Govern- 
ments, and left to be punilhed by the Laws of the Country. 
But, now all is quiet, now all is fafe in Scotland j not the 
leaft Murmur is heard againft the Adminiftration : The 
Highland Clans have been difarmed without any Diftur- 
bance j they rejoice, we are told, in their Submiffion., and 
are brought to a perfect Senfe of their Duty to his Majefty, 
by the obliging Behaviour and prudent Conduct of the 
General, whofe Province it was to enforce the Act of 
Parliament againft them. 

* As to the important Affair of Thorn ; which, by the 
way, was no Act of Retaliation, as fome, who neither con- 
fider the Circumftance of Time nor Things, would infinu- 
ate, but the Effect of a Spirit of Perfecution ; we are allur- 
ed that his Majefty has done more towards obtaining the 
defired Satisfaction for the barbarous and unchrilrian Cruel- 
ties committed there, and gained greater Conceflions from 
the Catholick Princes, by his Pacifick Mediation, and by 
his Pcrfonal Intereft, than he could probably have done by 
rougher Reforts, by threatening, or even by entering into, 
a Religious War. Nor can Malice iffelf fuppofe, that,. 
whilft he is refencing the Violation of Treaties ; he would 
do any thing, that would but look like an Infraction of the 
Limitation in the Act of Succeflion, which reftrains the 
Crown from involving Great Britain in any Foreign Dif- 
putes, except where her own immediate Interefts and Alli- 
ances are concerned. 

* I hope we conceive no ill Omens, I hope wc have no 
Apprehensions, from the French King's Marriage to the 
Daughter of the Pretender to the Crown of Poland ; no 
Diftrufr, that fuch an Alliance can {hake our late Proteftant 
Treaty with that young Prince j no Jealoufy, that he will 
follow the Example of the Emperor and the King of Spain, 
by engaging in a clandeftine League, without our Know- 
ledge, and to our Prejudice. J muit own, lhat would be a 
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melancholy Confideration. For then an Army of twice 
Eighteen thoufand Men would not be fufficicnt to defend that 
Caufe, which his Majeity has hitherto afferted, with fo much 
Glory to himfelf, with fo much Advantage to the Protelimt 
Part of Europe. 

* 'Twas a notorious Saying, and the avowed Policy of one 
of our late famous Stare (men, who lived till after the Revo- 
lution, and was thought a fecret Inftrument in it, that, not- 
withllanding the Nolle and Clamour of the People againfl 
Soldiers in Time of Pence, the eafieft and belt Way of 
governing England was by an Army ; and that a Miniiler (o 
guarded might profecute his own Meafures with Safety and 
Succefs, and foon make the beading Aftertors of Liberty and 
Property, as tame as a Flock of Turkies, and drive them 
which Way he pleafed. This gives us a true Idea of fome 
fort5 of modern Policy, and of the Infolence of that Man in 
Authority, who ruined his Prince by the very Methods he 
would have enflaved his Fellow-Subjects ; but not of the Ge- 
nius of the People of England. For he found another Spirit 
in them ; he found, they perpetually ftruggled with him in 
Defence of the Church and State, when he was endeavouring 
to facrifice both, as he did his own Honour and Confcience, 
in order to erect an arbitrary and unlimited Dominion in 
thefe Kingdoms. Nor could they endure his Return into 
Power after the Revolution, tho' he was countenanced by 
King William himfelf, and tho' his meritorious Perfidy was 
ftrongly pleaded in his Favour. But they continued their Op- 
pofition to him, till they had accomplifhed his Difgrace ; and 
ftill his Memory is as deteftable, as his Adminiftration was 
wicked, tho 1 he neither aggrandized his Family, nor aug- 
mented his Eftate by the Spoils of the Publick. 

1 Now we are to hope the military Principles of this States- 
man are dead with him, and we are fure good Ministers can 
never purfue the Maxims of bad ones, becaufe the Means of 
their Actions mult neceflarily be as different, as the Ends 
are. Tis therefore unintelligible to me, how the keeping 
up an Army in Time of Peace, which has formerly been 
thought criminal Advice in Minifters, as being incompati- 
ble with our Conftitution, fhould now be annually recom- 
mended to Parliament by our modern Patriots, as the only 
Method of fecuring us in the Poffeflion of our Laws and 
Liberties. I fay, this is unintelligible to me, and til) the 
feeming Paradox can be reconciled to Reafon, I mult beg 
Leave conllantly to oppofe Queftions of this Nature. 

Mr Shippen was fupported by Mr. Heyfham, Mr Hunger- 
ford, andothers, who infilled on the reducing the Four Thou- 
land Men tJM w«s ros 1 & Cq^ X »n wg*, ^£« t * *S * 1 u P° n 
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an extraordinary Occafion, and which were now become al- 
together unneceffaiy, lince on the one Hand Great Britain 
enjoy*d at prefent a happy and perfeft Tranquility, which 
feern'd firmly fecufd by the late difarming of the Highlands 
of Scotland ; and, on the other Hand, it having already been 
unanimoufly refolv'd, to enable his Majefty to have a ftrong 
Elect at Sea early in the Spring, this they thought fulHcienc 
for the Safety and Defence of the Kingdom, effe&ually to 
fecure us from any Attempts from abroad, and to render all 
Projects of the Pretender's Inftruments and Emiflarics vain 
and abortive.* To this it was anfwer'd by Mr Henry Pel- Mr h. Peihaat 
ham * and Hon. Mr Veniey, * That it would be highly im- Mt Verney. 
prudent to leflen the Number of our Land Forces, at a 
Time when fome foreign Powers who endeavoured to make 
themfelves formidable, and threaten us with the Lofs of our 
moft advantageous Branches of our Trade, were augmenting 
theirs. That the Alliances his Majefty was lately enrer'd into, 
to check fuch ambitious Views, and put a Stop to the far- 
ther Progrefs of fuch dangerous Defigns, might make it ne- 
ceuary to fend fome Land Forces abroad, in Support of thofe 
Alliances ; and that in fuch a Cafe, the leaving the Kingdom 
without a fufficient Number of Men for Guards and Gawi- 
ibns, would be too great a Temptation to the Enemies of the 
Government, who are continually watching for favourable 
Opportunities for renewing their Attempts, and difturbing 
the happy Repofe we enjoy.* Sir Jofeph Jekyl, having here- sir J.Mr!, 
upon declar'd, ' That he was indeed the lair. Year for re- 
ducing Part of the Army ; but that the Face and Pofture 
of Affairs in Europe being fuice changed, he thought it 
now unfafe ; His Opinion had fo great Weight, that, with- 
out any farther Debate, it was refolv'd, I. That the Num- 
ber of effective Men to be provided for Guards and Garri- 
fons in Great Britain, and for Guernfey and Jerfey, for die 
Year 1726, be, including 1815 Invalids, and 324 Men, 
which the fix Independent Companies confift of for the Ser- 
vice of the Highlands, 18,264 Men, Commiflion and Non- 
Commiflion Officers included. II. That a Sum not exceed- 
ing 655,178!. be granted to his Majefty for defraying the 
Charge of the faid 18,226 effective Men, for the Year 1 726. 

Jan. 29. Thefe Rcfolutions were reported to the Houfe An &Mu& f(W 
by Mr Farrer, and agreed to } after which it was refolv'd, Copie. of the 
Tb« an humble Addrcfs be prcfented to his Majefty, That Ti'&iSrS 
the late Treaties of Peace and Commerce concluded between ' 
the Emperor and the King of Spain might be laid before Home. 
the Houie. 

Ftbruary 

• StsrUmry at )Y*t. 
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t G«o.i. February 9. Mr William Pulteney mov'cl, * That 

mittee be appointed to ftate the publick Debts as they flood 
on the 25 th of December, 171 4, with what Debts have been 
mo»«'fc?lpp a 7M. incurr'd fince that Time, 'till the 25th of December 1725 
ing» Commiti« diftinguifhing how much of the faid Debts have been pro- 
vided for, and how much remain unprovided for by Parlia 
ment.' He was feconded by Mr Daniel Pulteney, and back' 
by Sir Jofeph JekyI ; Hereupon Sir Robert Walpole flood 
up and endeavour' d to fhew, * That fuch an Inquiry wi 
unfeafonable and prepofterous, and that it might give a da 
gerous Wound to publick Credit at this critical Juncture 
when MoneyM-Men were already but too much alarmed b 
the Appearances of an approaching Wars urging, That in 
the prefcnt Pofture of Affairs, they could not better expref 
their Love to their Country, than by making good their 
Promifes and Aflurances to his Majefty at the Beginning of 
this Seflion, and with the greateft Difpatch raifing the ne- 
ceffary Supplies, to enable his Majefty to make good his late 
Engagements, for the Welfare of his Subjects, to difappoint 
the Hopes of the Enemies to his Government, and to refeni 
any Infults that may be offer'd to his Crown and Dignity. 
Mr Barnard, Member for the City of London, connrm'd 
what Sir Robert Walpole had faid, as to the Danger of in- 
creafing the Alarm of MoneyM-Men, which had already fo 
much affecled publick Credit, that the Stocks were within a 
few Weeks fallen 12 J. or 14 1. per Cent. But Sir Thomas 
Pengeily, having fpoken for the Motion, Sir Robert Walpole 
Mi iv. Poitcner. reply 'd to hira. Hereupon Mr William Pulteney ftood up 
and declar'd, ' That he made this Motion with no othe 
View, than to give that Great Man an Opportunity to fhew 
his Integrity to the whole World, which would finifh his 
fublime Character i 1 To which Sir Robert Walpole anfwer'd, 
' That this Complimenl would have come out with a better 
Grace, and appear' d more fmcere, when that fine Gentleman 
had himfeff a Share in the Management of the Publick 
Money, than now he was out of Place.' Then the Queftion 
being put upon Mr Pulteney's Motion, it was carry 'd in the 
Negative, by 262 Votes againft 8g. 

The fame Day Sir Robert Walpole acquainted the Houfe, 
That he had received his Majefty's Commands to lay before 
the Houfe the Treaty between his Majefty, the moft 
S?rTta'J'SSi* Chriftian King, and the King of Pruflia, made at Hanover 
n^^uh^&Tpc. tiie 3 d of September 1725 ; and that his Majefty had likc- 
wife commanded him to lay before the Houfe, purfuant to 
their Addrefs to his Majefty, the late Treaties of Peace and 
Commerce concluded between the Emperor and the King of 
Spain. And he ^tefawei, O^tes of the faid Treaties, with 
Tr'anfotioM d 0\ot,«*£ \^waSs%v^ra. y&iLfflof 
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the fald Treaties; which Lilt being read, it was Refolv'd to amou, c«« 
take the Gtid Treaties into Consideration on the 16th Inftant. '7*5 :6. 

Ftb. 1 6. The Houfe proceeded to take into Confideration * —* 

the above-recited Treaties, which, by his Majefty Command, Debate thereon, 
Jiad been laid before the Houfe. After the reading thereof 
Mr Horatio Walpole * open'd the Debate with a Speech, „ „ ■ uv - J _ i _ 
wherein he laid before the Houfe th» State and Pofture of 
Affairs in Europe, from the Peace of Utrecht to this prefent 
Time, and took Notice, * That Ance his Majefty 's happy 
Acceffion to the Throne of this Realm, his conihnt Care 
and Endeavours had been to fettle the Balance of Power on 
a folid Foundation, and to preferve and fecure the Tran- 
quility of Chriftendom ; to protecl and defend the Proteftant 
Caufe, and promote the Honour and Intereft of his Britiih 
Subjects. That with thefe great Views, his Majefty was be- 
come Mediator and Guarantee both of the Barrier Treaty 
concluded in 171c, and of the Convention made in 1718, 
for the Execution of that Treaty, between the Emperor 
and the States General of the United Provinces. That 
in the Year 1716, his Majefty concluded a Defenfive Al- 
liance with the Emperor j and in 1717, another with the 
noil Chriftian King and the States General ; the genuine 
Defign of both which Treaties was only to preferve the 
publick Repofe of Chriftendom, eftabliftTd by the Peace 
of Utrecht, and to guaranty the Succeffion to the Crown 
of Great Britain in the Proteftant Line. That in order 
to fortify all the faid Treaties, and to extinguish the War 
which the Spaniards had kindled in Italy, his Majefty 
in 1718, made a Conrention with the moft Chriftian King, 
for propofmg Ultimate Conditions of Peace between the 
Emperor and the King of Spain, and between his Im- 
perial Majefty and the then King of Sicily. That this 
Convention was, a few Days after, follow'd by a Treaty of 
Alliance between the Emperor, the King of Great Britain, 
and the moft Chriftian King, which, by their Minifters, waa 
concluded at London, and fign'd on the 2 ad of July 1718, 
and in which the States General were named as one of the 
Contrafting Parties, upon a Supposition, that their High 
MighriuefTes would come into it, from whence this Treaty 
was named the Quadruple Alliance. That a few Month* 
after the King of Sicily was admitted into this Treaty, and at 
length the King of Spain himfelf was forced to accede to it, 
which was mainly owing to the generous A (Tub nee his Bri- 
tannick Majefty gave the Emperor in the Mediterranean. 
That there remaining fome Points ftill controverted between 
the Emperor and King of Spain, the fame were referr'd to 
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be amicably determined in a Congrefs, which was afterwards 
open'd a{ Cambray, under the Mediation of his Britannick 
Majelry and the moJt Chrtilian King. That by Rea- 
fon of feveral Difficulties, induflrioufly raifed by the 
Courts of Vienna and Madrid, the great Pains taken for 
three Years by the Minifiers Mediators, proved unfuccefsfuJ ; 
and, at laft, the Congrefs was fuddenly diflblv'd, upon Ad- 
vice that the Emperor and the King of Spain fecrctly 
Ipd adjufted the Differences between them, and concluded a 
Treaty of Peace at Vienna. That this unexpected Event 
occafion'd no fmall Surmize, and raifed Jealoufies, which ap- 
pear'd to be the better grounded, when it was known. 
That the fa id Treaty of Peace was foon follow 'd by a Trea- 
ty of Commerce, the main Defign of which was to fupport 
and countenance the Eall -India Company fome Years before 
eftabliuYd at Oltend, by granting to the Inhabitants of the 
Auftrian Netherlands greater Privileges, both 'n the Eaft and 
Well-Indies, than were ever granted either to the Englilh or 
Dutch, which vifibly tended to the entire Ruin of many va- 
luable Branches of our Trade, and was contrary to feveral 
folemn Treaties Hill in Force. That thereupon his Majefty, 
ever watchful for the Intercft of his Britilh Subjects, had 
caufed lively Reprefentations to be made sgainfl the laid Treaty 
of Commerce, both to the Emperor and King of Sp?in, That 
at the Court of Madrid thefe Complaints were receiv'd with 
Coldnefs, and at that of Vienna with StifFnefs and Haughti- 
nefs, even to fuch a Degree, that the Imperial Minifers did 
not ftick to infinuate, that if his Britannick Majeily perilled 
in his Refolution to take Meafures in Oppofition to the Trea- 
ties of Vienna, his Imperial Majefty would not onJy think 
himfelf difengaged from the Guarantuy of the Proteflant Suc- 
ceflion to the Crown of Great-Britain ; but that the fnroe 
might be attended with Confequences in relation to his Ma- 
jelly's Dominions in Germany. That thefe infulting Me- 
naces made no Impreflion on his Majelly's Firmnefs, nor 
deterr'd him from his fix"d Refolution of concerting, with 
other Powers, fuch Meafures as might give a Check to the 
ambitious Views of thofe who endeavour'd to render them- 
felves formidable : That thefe Meafures feem'd to be the 
more necehary, becaufe there were juft Grounds to believe, 
that the unforefeen Reconciliation of the Emperor and King 
of Spain was owing to the conuant View of the Houfc of 
Auflria, of rendering die Imperial Dignity Hereditary in 
their Family. That in order to that, it might be reafonably 
fuppofed, That the Treaties of Vienna were to be cemented 
by a Match between the Emperor's eldefl Daughter and thp 
Jnfante Don Carlos. That it was eafy to forefee the Confe- 
quences of Cuch a Mm'u^:. "Sqi \>ak. lftxc-Malfi that migbt 
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ic from it, might, in Time, be poflefsM not only of all A"" J 1 £»■ 



the Hereditary Dominions belonging to the Houfe of Auitria. 
and of the Imperial Dignity, but alfo of all the Dominions of 
the Spaniih Monarchy ; which would entirely overthrow the 
Balance of Power, and reader the Liberties of all the reft of 
Europe very precarious. That this Suppofition would appear 
more than probnble to any one who conlider'd, that there 
was fcarce any other Way of Accounting, cither for the King 
of Spain's breaking through folemn Treaties with Great 
Britain, ift favour of the Emperor's Subjects in the Nether- 
lands ; or for the Emperor's forgetting (a far the Obligations 
he had to Great Britain and Holland, as to enter into En- 
gagements to a£Gft Spain, towards the Recovery of Gibraltar 
and Minorca, and to perfift in fupporting and countenancing 
the Oflend Company, eflablifli'd with no other View than to 
deprive the Subjects of the Maritime Powers of ieveral of the 
molt advantageous Branches of their Trade. That in order ta 
give a timely Check to the farther Progrefs of fuch dangerous 
Defigns, hisMsjefry, in -his great Wifdum, had ended into a 
Defenfive Alliance with the mod Chriilian King and the 
King of Pruflia, to which fevsral other Powers, and particu- 
larly the States General, had been invited to accede ; that 
the States of Holland had already done it, and it was not to 
be doubted, but their Example would foon be followed by 
the other United Provinces. That the main View of this 
Alliance was to maintain and preferve the publick Repofe 
and Tranquility of Chriltendom, and to fecure to each con- 
tracting Party the PoiTdlion of their refpective Dominions 
and Territories, with the Rights, Immunities and Advantages, 
particularly thofe relating to Trade, which their Subjects en- 
joy'd, or ought, by Treaties, to enjoy. And that as his Ma- 
jelly ever had a particular Concern for the Proteitant In- 
terest, fo out of bis royal and tender Companion for the 
dillrcflcd Condition of fotneof our Proteilant Brethren in Po- 
land, his Majefty had not only interpofed his good Offices, 
in the raoft prefling Manner, in their favour, but had taken 
the Occafion of the Defenfive Alliance made at Hanover, to 
engage, by a feparate Article, the moft Chriilian King and 
the King of Pruflia, who, together with his Majcity, are 
Guarantees of the Treaty of Oliva, to fee it maintained and 
obferved in its full Extent, and to caule Reparation to be 
made for what may have been done at Thorn, contrary to 
the faid Treaty of Oliva. Concluding, with an Encomium 
upon his Majefty's Wifdom, Care, Vigilance, Steadinefs and 
Refolution in the Conduct of all thefe weighty and impor- 
tant Affairs.' 1 

Mr Walpole having done Speaking, Mr D. Pulteney '" 
up, and made his Obfwvations on molt of litt Poirto BKB&Kri cv 
l.I, Zz 
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by Mr Walpole, and infmuated, * That the Subject Matter 
this Day's Debate was of a very nice Nature, and of the great- 
eft Importance, and therefore they ought maturely to confide r 
of it, before they came to any Refolution upon it.' Another 
Member having fuggefted, ' That it was to be fuppofed, that 
the King of Spain did not feem to grant any farther Privi- 
leges to the Emperor's Subjects in the Netherlands, than 
what had been granted to the Engliih, and other moll fa- 
vour 1 d Nations ;' He was anfvver'd by Colonel Bladen, who 
pointed to the very Articles of the Treaty of Commerce of 
Vienna, whereby it was e.xprcfly ftipulated, in the Second 
Article, " That the Ships of War and Merchant Ships befong- 
' ing to the Contracting Parties, or their Subjects, lhould be 

* allowed full Liberty to frequent the Harbours, Coafts, and 

* Provinces of each other; naming particularly the Eaft-Jndies, 

* and without any Exception as to the Spnnifh Weft-Indies, 

* or any other Rellraint on the Ships of War and Merchant 
4 Ships, than not to buy any Thing befidt-, Victuals and Ma- 

* teriah for repairing their Ships:" which implied a PermuTi- 
on to vend their Merchandizes for ready Money ; fo that it 
was manifeil, that the Subjects of the Auftrian Low- Countries 
were allowed more extenfive Privileges than ever had been 
granted to any other Nation, contrary to feveral Treaties in 
Force between the Crowns of Great Britain and Spain.* 

Then Mr Shippen raifed an Objection to the Treaty of 
Hanover, viz, ' That it would engage the Britiih Nation in 
a War, for the Defence of his Majdty's Dominions in Ger- 
many, contrary to an e.vprefs Provifion made for thefecuring 
our Religion, Laws and Liberties, in the Aft, For farther 
Limitation and SucceJJson of the Cro*wn in the Protefiant 
Line j which, being the Bafis and Foundation of the prefent 
Settlement, was become Part of our Conftitution, and there- 
fore ought to be facrcd and inviolable. ' He was anfwer'd by 
Mr Henry Pelham, who urged.' That die true Meaning and 
Intent of that Limitation was not wholly and for ever to 
deprive his Majeily T s foreign Dominions of any Aififtance 
from this Nation ; for if fo, his Majefty in that refpect would 
be in a worfe Condition upon his Acccflion to the Britiih 
Throne than he was before i but only to reftrain the Sove- 
reign, for the future, from engaging the Nation, at his Plea- 
fure, in a War for the Defence of any Dominions not belong- 
ing to the Crown of England, without the Confent of Par- 
liament, to whom the Legislature wifely left 'to judge and 
determine, whether fuch a War was juft and neceflary or 
no ? That for his own Part, he was fully of Opinion, That if 
in the prefent Juncture and Circumftances of Affairs, his Ma- 
jdty's foreign Dofr\\tucsT& ftiouX&'cfe attacked or infulted, this 
Nation ouj^ht Vo fond, toy wvl tw^tt. \&\ft£vfci v$ia& 
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aJl his Enemies whatfbever. And therefore he moved, • That 
an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, to return his 
Majefty the Thanks of this Houfe for hit. great Goodnefs 
in communicating the Treaties of Peace and Commerce con- MrH.Peiham 
eluded between the Emperor and the King of Spain, and the a,°^fc^r^„^' 
DefenAve Alliance between his Majefty, the mod Chriftian to rhc K . ]n e. ft * 
King, and the King of Pruffia. To exprefs our juft Senfe of faatove7ta«qi 
his Majefty's Concern for the Balance and Peace of Europe, totoc "■*»** 
and the Proteftant Religion ; and, above all, our unfeigned 
Gratitude for his earneft and feafonable Care of the particu- 
lar Interefts of his Britifh Subjects, by forming and entering 
into the faid Defensive Alliance with the moft Chriftian King 
and the King of Pruffia, in order to obviate and difappoint the 
dangerous Views and Confequences of the Treaty of Peace 
betwixt the Emperor and the King of Spain ; and to preferve 
the many valuable Rights and Privileges of this Nation, a- 
gairui the fatal Tendency of the faid Treaty of Commerce, 
calculated for the entire Deft ruction of the Britifh Trade, in. 
Breach of fevera! folernn Treaties now in Force- To acknow- 
lege his Majefty's Prudence and Refolution, in not letting any 
Attempts or Insinuations whatfoever divert his Majefty from 
confulting and fteadily purfuing the true Intereft of thefe his 
Kingdoms j and to affure his Majefty, that in Juftice to and 
Vindication of the Honour and Dignity of the Britifh Crown, 
this Houfe will effectually ftand by and fupport his Majefty 
againit all Infults and Attacks, that ajiy Prince or Power, in 
Refentment of the jnft Meafures which his Majefty has fo 
wifely taken, mall make upon any of his Majefty's Territories 
or Dominions, tho' not belonging to the Crown of Great 
Britain.' 

This Motion was feconded by Mr Doddington ; but Dr 
Friend and Mr Foley ralfed fome Objections to it. They 
were anfwer'd by Sir Jofeph Jekyll, who was reply *d to by P/ ^T i ™ d - 
Sir Thomas Pengelly. After him the Lord Finch ftood up, sil )°}& Y u. 
and made a fhort Panegyrick on his Majefty's illuftrious Fa- SrfiSSf*' 
mily j ' Which his Lordlhip obferv'd had ever been the 
Bulwark of the Reformation j and took Notice of the great 
Sufferings of the excellent Princefs Elizabeth, Daughter to 
King James I, Queen of Bohemia, and his Majefty '5 Grand- 
Mother, upon Account of the Proteftant Religion. Conclud- 
ing, that his Majefty feem'd to have been led to the Britifh 
Throne by the Hands of Providence, as a Reward for the 
Piety of his Aneeftors.' After this, Mr William Pulteney fpoke Mr w. 
againft the Motion and fuggefted, ' That the Imperial 
Court's Backwardnefs in granting the Inveftiture for Bremen 
and Verden, might have been one of the Motives to.fome 
late Meafure?.' Upon this Sir Robert Walpolc ftood up and si ' *- Waipoje 
aJTur'd the JIquFc, ' That his Majefty BUgJtt Vyn^a^p Vwt 
Z % 2 VaA. 
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*>**}£&*• l had the fame Inveftiturc, if he would have paid the exorbi- 
tant Fees that were demanded for it.' Upon the whole Mat- 
ter, the Queftion being put on Mr Pelham's Motion, it was 
carry'd in the Affirmative by 285 Voices agaurft 107. and 
a Committee was appointed to draw up an Addrefs according 
to the faid Refolution. The next Day, Mr Pelham re- 
ported the faid AJdrels, which was agreed to. 

Feb. 1 9. The Houfe prefented the faid Addrefs to his 
Majefty as follows. 



ftn Adire&TOleJ 



And prcfeuted to 



The Addicts. 



Moll Gracious Sovereign, 
« TT7Eyour Majefty *s moil dutiful and loyal Sub; 
' W the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament af- 

* fembled, beg Leave to return your Majefty our moll hum- 

* ble Thanks for your great Goodnefs, in communicating 
' to us the Treaties of Peace and Commerce concluded be- 

* tween the Emperor and the King of Spain, and the De- 

* fenfive Alliance between your Majefty, the moll Cliriftian 

* King, and the King of Pruflia. 
' The Engagements which your Majefty has entred into 

* by the laid Defenfive Alliance with the moll ChriftJan 

* King and the King of Pruflia, in order to obviate 

* difappoint the dangerous Views and Confequences of the 
' Treaty of Peace between the Emperor and the King of 

* Spain, and to preferve the many valuable Rights and Pri- 

* vileges of this Nation againit the fatal Tendency of the 
4 faid Treaty of Commerce, calculated for the entire De- 

* llru&ion o( the chief Branches of the Britilh Trade* and in 

* Breach of the feveral folemn Treaties now in Force, call 
' upon us to exprefs our moft unfeigned and grateful Senfe 

* of your Majclly's Concern for the Prefervation of the Ba- 

* lance and Peace of Europe, the Protdt.int Religion, and 

* the particular Intercft of your Britilh Subjects. 

* And when we refleft upon your Majefty "s Prudence and 

* Refolution, in not letting any Attempts or Infinuations 

* whatfoever divert you from con ful ting and fteadily purlu- 

* ing the Good and Welfare of thefe your Kingdoms ; we 

* think ourfelves obliged, by the ilrongefl Tics of Duty and 
' Affeftion, to allure your Majefty, that we will, in Julii; 

* and Vindication of the Honour and Dignity of the Bri- 

* tiih Crown, ftand by and ftipport your Majefty againll all 
■ Infults and Attacks, that any Prince or Power, in Re 

* ment of the juft Meafures which your Majefty has fo widen 
' ly taken, ftiall make upon any of your Majeily s Terrno- 
' ries or Dominions, tho' not belonging to the Crown of 

* Great Britain. 

To 
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To this the King return' d the following Anfwer. 



Anno 11. Gen. t, 
1715-jfi. 



Gentlemen, 

I Return you my Thanks for this particular Mark of Tht . 
your Duty, Affeclion and Confidence in me. Your Af- iw«ibercto. 
I 'u ranees not to fuffer my Foreign Dominions to be expofed 
or infulted, on account of the Meafures I have taken for 
the IntereJl of thefe Kingdoms, will, I hope, be a Means 
to preferve the Peace and Tranquility of Europe. I have 
no Views of Ambition to gratify ; I have no Thought 
of aggrandizing myfclf, or extending any Parts of my 
Dominions, at the Hazard and Expence of the other ; 
and as my Honour is the Common Caufe and Concern of 
my Subjects, their particular Enterefls fhall, upon all Oc- 
cuiions, be my conflant Care." 



March 2. A Petition of Richard Hampden, • Efq; Mem- 
ber for Wendover, was prefented to the Houfe, and read, 
praying, That Leave might be given to bring in a Bill, To 
impower the Lords Comtntffionert of his Majejtfs Treajury 
to compound with the P simmer, for the Debt due from him to 
the Crown. Sir Robert Walpole having acquainted the 
Houfe, that the Petitioner had apply 'd to the King, and that 
his Majeily had commanded him to acquaint the Houfe, 
that his' Majeily gave his Confent, that the Houfe might do 
therein as they thought fit ; the faid Petition was thereupon 
referr'd to the Consideration of a Committee of the whole 
Houfe, on the 1 ith Inflant. 

March 4. A Petition of Sir Tho. Lowther, Bart. Member 
for Lancafter, was prefented to the Houfe and read ; letting 
forth, ' That the Site of the dilTolv'd Monaftery of Furneis 
in Lancashire and Lands thereto belonging were formerly 
the Ellate of the Preilon Family. That in 1674, this Ellate 
was enjoyed by Sir Thomas Prefton, a Papift, who, to pre- 
vent its defcending to the Petitioner's Grandfather, conveyed 
the fame to Truilees for fupcrilitious Ufes. That the Peti- 
tioner and his Anceflora have been at conJlderable Charges, in, 
maintaining their own and in recovering the Crown's Title to 
the £iid Ellate : That the Petitioner now enjoys the laid 
Ellate by a Le«fe, for 3 1 Years, of which 2 2 are yet to 
come ; and praying, That as this Ellate was rhe Family 
Ellate, of which they were depriv'd for the Adherence of the 
Petitioner's Grandfather to the Protellant Religion ; and in 
regard of the great Expence the Petitioner's Family have been 
at in recovering and maintaining the Right of the Crown, 

That 

0pv tf tbt Exckioutr, and Tt£*Utct of At Kjbh v» tta 
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That Leave might be given to bring in a Bill to enable h 
Majelty to grant the Inheritance of the faid Eilate to the 
Petitioner, upon his paying fuch Confideration as, accordiri 
to the Nature of the Cafe, fhould be reajfbnable." Hex 
upon Sir Robert Walpole having inform' d the Houfe th, 
his Majefly gave his Content to the bringing in fuch a B 

defir'd by the Petition i a Bill was ordcr'd to 
brought in accordingly. 

March 7. A Petition of Sir Orlando Bridgman, Bart. 
Member for Blechingly, was prefented to the Houfe and 
read ; praying, ' That Leave may be given to bring in a Bill I 
enable him to purchafe the Reverfion in Fee of Bowood- 
Park in Wiltfhire, which had been granted for a Term of 
Years to his Grandfather Sir Orlando Bridgman, Lord 
Chief Jullice of the Common Pleas, by King Charles II, 
on Payment of fuch Confideration for the fame, as mall be 
fit by his Majefly's Surveyor-General.' Sir Robert Walpole 
having thereupon acquainted the Houfe, that his Majeily 
gave his Confent to the bringing in fuch a Bill, as was defir- 
cd by the Petition, the faid Bill was order'd to be brought 
in accordingly. Upon Occ;.fion of Sir Orlando Bridgman 
and Sir Thomas Lowther's Petitions, Mr Hungerford repTe- 
fented, ■ That through the Generality and Bounty of his 
M.ijdty's Royal Predeceftbrs, the ancient Demefne of the 
Crown had been fo curtail'd and diminifhed, that littJc was 
left of it ; that therefore 'twas high Time to think offome 
Means or other to recover, at lealt, fo much of it as reverted 
to the Crown, by the Determination of former Grants ; that 
well known how apt the beft of Princes are to yield to 
the Importunities of Courtiers, even to the Detriment of 
their own Families and Succeflbrs ; and therefore he mov'd, 
That the Houfe would receive no more Petitions for en- 
abling his Majefty to fell the Reverfion of Lands held of the 
Crown. He was feconded by Mr Freeman ; and nobody op- 
posing" that Motion, it pafs'd into a Refolution. 

March t I . The Commons went into a Committee of the 
whole Houfe, to confider of the Petition of Richard Hamp- 
den, Efq; After the Reading of which Sir William Yonge, 
who had brought it in, fpnkc in his Behalf, but was oppofed 
by Sir Thomas Ha rimer, Mr Bromley, Mr Shippen, Mr 
Hungerford, and others i who made juft Reflections on the 
Crime of mifmanaging and imbezzelling publick Money. 
This Charge was much aggravated by what Sir John Eylc, 
Sub-Governor of the South-Sea Company, dectar'd, ' Tl. 
appear'd by the balanc'd Accounts of Mr Hawes, one of 
the late DiteAots, that Mr Hampden was fo far from being 
a Sufferer in the SoyhV^ Ywyft, iVathe was rather u^ 
waids of 9000 \. datasc? nawya W ha&eu Qr&>»« 
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faid, 'That out of Regard to his ancient Family, and, in par- -v u u Geo, i 
ticular, in Confederation of his Great 'Grandfather, [John .,_ v <^^ j 
Hampdtn, Efq\ ] who made a molt noble and courageous 
Stand again It Arbitrary Power in oppofing Ship-Money and 
fell the iirft Victim in the glorious Caufe of Liberty, he tvas 
for having fometliing done for his Relations:* To which Mr 
Shippen replied, 'That he would not enter upon the Merits MrSMppcn, 
of the Great Grandfather ; but this he was fure of, That 
his Great Grandfon had wafted more Ship-Money than 
ever himfelffav'd to the Nation} or King Charles I. intended 
to raife.* Other Members (poke againft the granting Mr 
Hampden's Petition, becaufe it would be a dangerous Prece- 
dent ; and ''twas to be fear'd, that feveral others in the like 
Circumllanccs might expe£ the fame Favour. Upon tin's 
Sir Robert Walpole declar'd, ' That he would never give his S i r r. wjpoic. 
Vote in Favour of any Body that embezzelled publick Money : 
But took Notice, that they could not come to any Deter- 
mination in this Affair, before they had look'd into fomc 
Papers, particularly the State of Mr Hampden's final Ac- 
count.' Hereupon Mr Speaker refum'd the Chair, and then 
the farther Confideraiion of Mr Hampden's Petition was put 
off to the 1 6th Inftant. 

March 15. A Petition of Ifabella Hampden, Wife of r , 
Richard Hampden, Efq; was prefented to the Houfe and fca, 
read ; fettir.g forth, ' That !he brought in Marriage to her 
fcid Hufband upwards of 10.500 1. And that the Petitioner 
is neceflarily involv'd in the Misfortune of her faid Husband, 
though having no ways conduced thereunto, &c. therefore 
praying the companionate Regard of the Houfe to the Hard* 
fhipof her Cafe, by fecuring to her, T rill ihe fhall come to 
the PoiTefiion of her joynture, fuch a Provifion for her Sup- 
port as the Houfe Ihall think fit.' This Petition was re- 
ferr'd to the Confideration of the Committee of the whule 
Houfe, to whom Mr Hampden's Petition was referr'd. 

March 16. A Petition cf John Hampden, Efq; was pre- tidfttb Hm™- 
fented to the Houfe, and read ; fetting forth. « 1 hit t 
tttiooer W the only Brother of Richard Hampden, Efq; and 
the fole Male-Heir of that ancient Family ; that in Cafe his 
faid Brother fhall not have any Children, the Fee of the 
Eftate, being in his faid Brother, may devolve to the Crown, 
unlefs the Houfe fhall other wife direft ; that there is not the 
lealt Provifion made out of the Family-Eftate for the Petitio- 
ner, in Cafe his Brother fhould die without Children, fo that 
the Petitioner may probably be left Heir to that ancient Fa- 
mily, without the leait Support i and praying the Confidera- 
tion of the Houfe, and fuch Relief as the Houfe fhall think, 
fit.' This Petition WW likewife referr'd to the Confidetatvm 
of the Grand Commr tcee, in;o which ;hc Vicjufe «foV& ifc" 
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felf, and took info Confideration the Petitions of Richard 
Hampden, Efq; his Wife, and his Brother. After a De- 
bate, in which many fevere Reflections were made upon the 
firft, the farther Confideration of that Affair was again put 
off to the 23d Inftant. 

March 1 9, The Commons order'd the Auditor of the Im- 
preft to lay before the Houfe the State of the final Account 
of Richard Hampden, Efqj when Treafurer of the Navy ; 
which Mr Harley * laid before the Houfe accordingly on the 
2 lit of March. 

March 23. The Commons went into a Committee of the 
whole Houfe, to confider farther of the Petitions of Richard 
'Hampden, Efqj his Wife, and his Brother, which occafion'd 
a very high Debate. After the reading of feveral Pa 
Sir Willum Yonge took Notice, ' That Mr Hampden' & De- 
ficiency had, in fome Meafure, been occafion'd by a general 
Calamity ; that he had already done all that lay in his Power 
to make it up ; that however, finee neither his Wife nor his 
•^Brother, had any ways been acceflary to his Misfortunes, it 
were unreafonable and unjuft to involve them in his Offence 
and its Punjfhment ; that his real and Patrimonial F.flate 
amounted to about 2,200 1. ptr Annum, one full half of 
which was fettled for a Joynture to his Wife, who brought 
him near 1 1 ,coo 1. in Marriage, befides an Annuity of 200 1. 
per Annum, during her Life, for her feperate Ufe, all which 
Settlements ought to be fecux d to her \ that either Mr 
Richard Hampden, or his Brother may have Iflue Male ; and 
in Confideration of the fignal Services, at divers Times, 
perform "d by their illunxious Anceftors, fome Provifion mould 
be made for their Pofterity out of the Family Eilate : And 
therefore he mov'd, That a Bill be brought in, For wefting 
the real and Perfonal F, fates of Richard Hampden, Efq; » 
Trujleci for making fome Provifion for hit Wife and Family, 
and for the belter featring the Debt due from him to the 
Crown. This Motion was feconded by Sir John Hobart |, 
and back'd by Mr William-Peer Williams ; but Mr Clayton 
reprefented, * That, if this Affair went through the ufual tedi- 
ous Courfe of Extents in the Exchequer, great Part of Mr 
Hampden's Eflate would be conium'd in Law Expences, fo 
that the Crown would never get 200 1. a Year out of it: 
And therefore he propofed that the faid EJlate fhould be 
divided into two equal Parts, one of which mould be allotted 
as a Provifion for his Wife and Family ; and the other Half 
immediately fold off, towards fatisfying the Debt due from 
hjm to the Crown.' Many Members ihew'd their Appro- 
bation 
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ition of this Propofal : But the Majority were for Sir Wil- Aw.n n . &.. r, 
liara Yonge's Motion ; and the Speaker having refum'd the ws-ri. 
Chair, a Bill was order' d to be brought in accordingly; ABinJCTre 
which afterwards pafs'd into a Law. fcvo' 5 "?? 'm * '" 

March 24. Mr Methuen acquainted the Commons, That Hampden.' ' 
he had a Melfage from his Majefly to the Houfe, fign'd by 
his Majefly, and he deliver' d the fame to Mr Speaker, who 
read it, as follows : 

GEORGE R. 

• TJiS Majefly having nothing more at Heart, than an The Kin E i m<-<- 
"II eameft Defire to fccure to his own Subjects the full f^f«£?!lJ!*'t. 
*' and free Enjoyment or their iradeand Navigation, and huHil» 

• x in the beft Manner, to prevent and fruftrate fuch Defigns 
** as have been form'd againit the particular Intereft of this 
*' Nation, and the general Peace of Europe, has found it 
" neceflary, not only to augment his Maritime Force, but to 
" concert fuch other Meafures, as may moft effectually con- 
" duce to thefe defirable Ends j and as thefe Services, will re- 
*' quire fame extraordinary Expence, his Majefly hopes he 
*' fhall be enabled, by the Afiiitance of Parliament, to in- 
x£ creafe the Number of Seamen already voted and granted 

■ for the Service of this Year, and to enter into, and make 
*' good, fuch Engagements as the Circumftances and Exigency 
«' of Affairs may require." 

After the reading of this Meflage, Mr Shippcn took No- Debate thereon. 
tice, • That this Meflage had all the Air of another fent to MrShippen. 
them about the Beginning of April, 1717, [See p. 115.] 
importing in Subltar.ce, " That his Majefly being defirous, 

• not only to fecure his Kingdom agaiiift the prefent Danger 

■ from Sweden, but likewifc to prevent the like Apprehen- 

• fions for the future, had thought it neceflary early to con- 

■ cert Meafures with other Princes and States ; and as this 
5 might require fome Expence, his Majefly hop'd, that the 

■ Commons, by their Afltltance at this Juncture, would en* 

• able him to make good fuch Engagements as might eafe his 

• People of all future Charge and Apprehrafions upon that 
1 Account.' 1 * That he remember'd, fo unexpected and fo 
Hnprecedented a Meflage was receiv'd with great Surprize, 
and occaiioncd very high and long Debates in that Houfe ; 
that he himfelf reprefented and urg'd the Unparliamcnta; 
of a Iking and granting Supplies, without an Eilimate of the 
Expence ; and had the Honour to be then fupported by a 
great many worthy Gentlemen,, and by fome in particular, 
who feem'd now to be of another Opinion. That a! 
Oppofition, it was at Lift carried, by a Majority or" 
Voices only, {See fi. 120] to grant his, Mayjfr/ ■& ?»^\ 

A a a 
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Anno * . Geo, i. which was afterwards fix'd at 250,000 

never know how that Money had been laid out ; 



But that they could 
and there- 
fore he mov'd, That an humble Addrcfs be prefented to his 
Mrshipptnnrtv" Majefty, That he would be gracioufly pleafed to direft the 
* proper Officers to lay before the Houfe an Account of the 
•nwied i E jina Difpofition of the 250,000b granted to his Majefty, on the 
j***8i . ■ 1 3th of April, 1 71 7. to enable his Majefty to concert fuch 
Meafures with Foreign Princes and States, as might prevent 
ge or Appreheniions rxoUl the Defigns of Sweden.' 
This Motion was Seconded by Mr Snell i but the previous 
Queftion being put, that the Quell ion be now put upon th 
faid Motion, it was carried in the Negative. 

March Z5- The Commons proceeded to take into Confe- 
deration his Majefty's moil gracious MeiTage of the Day be- 
fore, which being read again by Mr Speaker, Sir William 
Yonge open'd the Debate, and having ftiew'd the Neceffity 
of an extraordinary Supply, mov'd, ' That an humble Ad- 
drefs be prefented to his Majefty, that he will be pleafed to 
make fuch ;in Addition to the Number of Seamen already 
voted, and to concert fuch other Meafures, as his Majeily 
ihall in his great Wifdom think will bell conduce to the Se- 
curity of the Trade and Navigation of this Kingdom, and 
to the Prefervation of the Peace of Europe ; and to aiTure 
his Majefty, that this Houfe will efte&ually provide for, and 
make good, all fuch Expences and Engagements as (hall be 
ix-fciieiierroa. made for obtaining thefe great and defirable Ends.* This 
Mr H. Pctham. Motion was feconded by Mr Henry Pelham, but was 
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.MrwuftidUwron.oppos'd by Sir Wilfrid Lawfon, Mr Shippen, Mr Snell, Mr 
William Pulteney, Sir William Wyndham, Sir Jofeph Jekyll, 
Mr Hungerford, Mr Daniel Pulteney, Mr Freeman, Mr 
Sandys, Mr Lutwyche, and Sir John Ruftiout. Sir William 
Yonge's Motion being on the other Hand fupported by Si 
Robert Walpole, Mr Edward Thompfon, Mr Onflow, Lord 
Finch, Sir William Strickland, Mr Doddington, and Mr 
Thomas Lewis, Member for Southampton ; the Queftio 
was put upon Sir William Yonge's Motion, which was car- 
ried in the Affirmative, by 270 Votes againft 89, and ther 

Mrui-Mi r . i ,"x- 1 . nd ' ic was rcfolv'd. That the faid Refolution, by way of Ad 

MiThcIxwU. drefs, be prefented to his Majefty by the whole Houfe; 
which being done accordingly the next Day, his Majell 

"*• was pleafed to return the following Anfwcr : 



MrSh/ppcn. 
Mr snell. 
Mr vv, Pultwey, 
SifW. Wyndham. 
Sir Jofeph Jcky 11. 
Mr Huneerford. 
Mr D. Puhetujr. 
Mr Free m» a. 
Mr S.inrtyi. 
Mr Lutwyche, 
Sir J..hn Rulhimr. 
Sir R, Wilpole. 

I iininpiuD. 
Mr Onflo*. 

LwiFJndi. 
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Gentlemen, 

Return you my Thanks for this loyal and affeftionate 
Addrcfs ; and. you may be afTurid, I ftiall make no 
fe of die Confidence you repofe in me, b 
ig vhe general Tranquility, and in Support < 
Trade, Hcmwu, as& YtiXMt&. <ri tnj ^«b$&." 
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April 27. Upon a Motion made by Sir John Rufhout, and Anno u. cto.i. 
feconded by Sir Thomas Coke * and Mr Arthur Onflow, a ^ J^" j 
Bill was order 'd to be brought in, For the more effeflual pre- A bhi ordcrMio 
renting Bribery and Corruption in the EleBion of Members to J^^afe" 
ftrtve in Parliament. JnEleMon*. 

April 29. The faid Bill was read the firft Time, and or- 
dex'd to be read a fecond Time the next Day ; when it was 
committed to a Committee of the whole Houfe. 

May 7. Sir John Ruftiout reported the Amendments 
made in the Committee of the whole Houfe to the Bribery- 
Bill, which was order'd to be engrofs'd. 

May 9, The faid Bill was read the third Time, pafs'd, 
and fent up to the Lords, where it was loft. 

May 24. The King came to the Houfe of Peers, with the 
ufual State, and the Commons being fent for up and attend- 
ing, his Majefty gave the Royal Aflent to feveral publick 
and private Bills. 

After which, the Lord Chancellor read his Majefty Speech 
to both Houfes : 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
** X Cannot in luftice to you put an End to this Seflion, The King'iSpereti 
'* J[ without returning you my hearty Thanks for the many c rtfK- Fount 
** Inftances you have given me of your Duty and Affection Seffiom 
•' to my Perfon and Government, and of your Zeal to main- 
M tain the Honour and true Intereft of this Kingdom. 

" The Spirit and Refolution you have fhewn on this im- 
" portant Occafion, when our moft valuable Rights and Pri- 
w vileges have been ftruck at, are highly becoming the 
" Weight and Authority of a Britifh Parliament ; artd the 
** Steps that have been taken Abroad, in Support of the 
«' Meafures enter'd into againft this Nation, muft convince 
■« every Body of your Wifdom and Prudence in endeavour- 
" ing to put an early Stop to the farther Progrefs of them. 
I' I hope the Precautions you have enabled me to take, will 
" be fumcient. in Conjunction with my Allies, to defeat the 
" Defigns which have been form'd againft us ; and that the 
" Promoters of them, when they have fully weigh'd their 
" own Circumftances, and better confider'd thofe of the fe- 
44 veral Powers united in Defence of the Tranquility and 
** Liberties of Europe, will find it their own Intereft to pre- 
•• ferve the Peace, and think it molt fafe and prudent to de- 
" fill from their dangerous Schemes. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons. 
" I return you my particular Thanks for the Supplies 
" which you have fo chearfully and effeftually raii'd j and 
A a a 2 '• you 
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" you may be allured, that they ftmU be faithfully apply' d 
" to the Ufes for which you intended them. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" The conftant Employment of my Thoughts, and the 
•' moft eameft Wifhes of niy Heart, tend wholly to the fe- 
" curing to my Subjects their juft Rights and Advantages, 
" and to the preferring to them and to all Europe the 
* Enjoyment of a fafe and honourable Peace : And I muft 
*' not conclude without giving you the itrong^ft AfTurances, 
" that the particular Confidence you have placed in me, mail 
" be made life of in fuch Manner only, as may moft effeftu- 
" ally conduce to the attaining thofe good and great Purpolcs," 

Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefty's Command, 
prorogued the Parliament to the Twenty firft of July ; they 
were afterwards, by feveral Prorogations, prorogued to the 
1 7th of January. 

STEECHES and DEBATES 

In the Fifth Session of the 

Second Parliament of King George I. 

N the 1 7th of January the King came to the Houfo 
of Peers with the ufual Solemnity ; the Commons 
being come thither, the Lord Chancellor read 
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Majeily's Speech to both Houfes, as follows : 



ace 



My Lords and Gentlemen, 
*' T Acquainted you lall Year with the Treaties of Peace 
** _|_ and Commerce concluded between the Emperor and 
■* the King of Spain. As that fudden and unaccountable 
•' Conjunction gave, at the firft Appearance, juft Grounds of 
** Jealoufy and Apprehenfion to the neighbouring Powers 
* f of Europe, the fubfeguent Proceedings and Tranfacii- 
** ons in thofe two Courts, and the Secret and Offen- 
** five Alliances concluded between them about the fame 
* r time, have laid the Foundations of a moll exorbitant and 
** formidable Power, and are fo directly levelled againft 
<* mod valuable and darling Interefts and Privileges of thi 
'< Nation, that we. muft determine either tamely to fubmi 
*' to the peremptory and irojuil Demands of the King 
" Spain, in giving up Gibraltar, and patiently to acquiefi 
«* in the Emperor suiurje^MA^WoAs.dExcrcifc of Tradi 
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" and Commerce, or mufl refolve to be in a Condition to do 
lt our felves Juilice, and to defend our undoubted Rights a- 
** gainft thefe reciprocal Engagements enter 1 d into, in Defiance 
" and Violation of all National Faith, and the moil folemn 
" Treaties. 

" I have likevvife received Information from different 
M Parts, on which I can entirely depend, that the placing 
*' the Pretender upon the Throne of this Kingdom is one of 
*' the Articles of the fecret Engagements j and if Time 
" iha.ll evince, that the giving up the Trade of this Nation 
** to one Power, and Gibraltar and Port-Mahon to another, 
" is made the Price and Reward of impofing upon this King- 
" dom a Popifh Pretender, what an Indignation mull this 
" raife in the Breaft of every Proteftant Briton ! 

** Nor were thefe ratal Combinations confined to thofe 
*' Parts of the World alone, but they extended themfelves 
•1 into Ruflia j and had not the Defigns of that Court againfl 
•* fome of their Neighbours been prevented by the feafonable 
•' Arrival of our Fleet in thofe Seas, a Way had beenopen'd 
•* for invading thefc Kingdoms, and giving a powerful Aflif- 
•* tance to any Attempt to be made from other Quarters. 

" Such Circumflances would not faffer Me and my Allies, 
*' amongwhom there has been and is the raoftperfecl: Harmony, 
f* Union, and Concert, to be idle Spectators, and regardlefs 
** of our own Safety and the Common Caufe of Europe ; for 
" which purpofe his moll Chriilian Majefty has been at a great 
** Expence, this laft Year, in augmenting his Forces ; and 
<* the States General, fenlible of the imminent Danger, have 
•' not only acceded to the Defenfive Alliance concluded at 
** Hanover, but have come to flrong and feafonable Refolu- 
** tions for an extraordinary Augmentation of their Forces 
** both by Sea and Land. The Acceffion of the Crown of 
H Sweden is in fuch a Forwardnefs, and the Negotiations 
** with the Crown of Denmark are fo far advanced, that wc 
<•' rn.iy reafonably depend upon the Succefs and good Effect 
** of them. 

" This fhort View of Uie prefent Pofture of Affairs will, I 
" am confident, not only fee u re to Me the Support and 
** Afftltance of my Parliament, in carrying on this great and ne- 
" ceflary Work, in Conjunction with my Allies; but juili fy 
*' the Meafures hitherto taken, and the Expences already 
*' made. 

rt The Confidence you repofed in me hit Year has been 
•• made uie of for thj Benefit of the Publick j and as the 
*' chief Article of Exceeding has, by tay equipping and 
*' fending to Sea three confiderable Squadrons, fallen upon 
• the Head of the Nary, I am perfuaded the Necefiity of 
4 » the Services, and the Security^ Advantage, awi GWj 
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" that has accrued to this Nation from thefe Squadron , 
" fufficiendy fpeak for themfelves, as long as both Friends 
•* and Foes, with Joy, or Concern, con f eh they have feen 
" and felt the Effects of the Naval Power of Great-Britain. 

*• It is not to be wonder' d at, that the Princes engaged 
*' in thefe Enterprizes are very much diirurbed to fee their 
" Projects render'd abortive : The King of Spain, impatient 
" of tie Difappointments he has met with, can no longc 
" guife that Enmity to Us, which for fome time he has only 
" waited for a favourable Opportunity to declare. He has 
*' now ordered his Minifter refiding here, to depart immediate- 
" ly from this Country, leaving a Memorial, that is little 
" fliort of a Declaration of War, wherein he again demands 
w and infiftsupon the Reftiturion of Gibraltar. He does not 
" himfelf deny the OfFcnJive Alliance, nor his Engagements 
" to fupport the Oflend Company : He makes my recalling 
** thofe Squadrons, which his Conduct had put Me under 
" a Neceffity of fending to the Weft-Indies and the Coal! of 
m Spain, the Condition of any farther Correfpondence between 
** the two Crowns j and fuppofing the Continuance of my 
** Fleets abroad to be actual Hottilities, threatens to repel 
** them with Force, to the utmolt of his Power. 

" But not content with thefe Menaces, Infults, and Infrac- 
41 tions of Treaties, his Catholick Majelly is now making 
" Preparations to attack and befiege Gibraltar ; and in order 
" to carry on that Service, or to cover another Defign, has 
" aflembled a great Body of Troop in that Neighbourhood : 
* ( But the prefent State and Condition of that Garrifon, 
** with the Reinforcements I have ordered thither, give Me 
" little Caufe to apprehend, or my Enemies to hope for Suc- 
** cefs in that Undertaking. The certain and undoubted Intel- 
•* ligence 1 have, that it is now refolved to attempt an In- 
" vafion upon thefe Kingdoms in Favour of the Pretender, by 
" an Embarkation from the Coalts of Spain, gives Me Reafon 
" to believe, that tho' the Siege of Gibraltar may probably 
* : be undertaken, the publick, avowed, and immenfe Pre- 
" parations made for that Purpofc, are chiefly calculated to 
" amufe the World, and to difguifc the intended Invafion, 
" which, I am furcly informed, has been for fomcTime agreed 
" to be the firtl Step and Beginning of die long preraedii 
•• Rupture. 

Gentlemen of the Houfc of Commons, 

** Thefe Confiderations muil awaken in you all fuch a Smfe 
*• of our common and immediate Danger, as will, 1 doubt 
<£ not, infpire you with a Zeal and Chearfolnds in rsifmg the 
*• Supplies neceflary for the Defence of your Country, and for 
" making good our Engagement! with our Allies. 
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* c I receive too much Satisfaction from the Happtnefs o/ Am, ^ l ^ C(, L 
my People, in their full Enjoyment and future Profpc£tof 
Peace, Eafe, and Profperity, not to be fenfibly affefted 
with thefe new Convulftons, and the unavoidable Neceflky 
I am under, of aflting larger Supplies of my People, and 
of defiring to be enabled to make fuch an Augmentation of 
my Forces, by Sea and Land, as the prefent Exigency of 
Affairs requires. 

" I will order the proper Ellimates to be laid before you, 
and fuch Treaties as I have made with Foreign Princes for 
the Hire of Foreign Troops ; and as the Expence I was lail 
Year in a particular Manner intruded to make, has a- 
mounted to no confiderable Sum, and the publick Utility 
may again require the like Services to be performed, I 
hope you will again repofe the fame Trull and Confidence 
in Me. 

" Jt is with great Pleafure that I fee the Time fo near ap- 
proaching,, when fuch a confiderable Addition will be made 
to the Sinking Fund ; Let all that wifh well to the Peace 
and .Quiet of my Government, have the Satisfaction to fee 
that our prefent NecelTities lhall make no Interruption in 
the Progrefs of that defirable Work of gradually difcharging 
the National Debt : I hope therefore you will make a Pro- 
vlfion for the immediate Application of the Produce of the 
Sinking Fund to the Ufes, for which it was fo wifely con- 
trived, and to which it (binds now appropriated. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" I have had no Thoughts of making any Acquifitions to 
any Parts of my Dominions ; my whole Care and Concern 
fata been to preferve and maintain the undoubted Rights 
and Privileges of my People ; and therefore all my Meafurea 
have been Preventive and Defenlive : But fuch Endea- 
vours being now render'd imprafti cable, vigorous Refolu- 
tions, and a fpeedy Execution of them, can alone put an 
effectual End to die Dangers that furround us. However 
hazardous and defperatc the Enterprises formed againft us 
may appear to be, your being allured that they are re- 
folv'd upon, will, I am pcrfuaded, be fufficient to prevail 
upon you, to put yourfelves in a Condition to refill and 
defeat tin i 

" If preferving a due Balance of Power in Europe, if 
defending the Pofltflions of the Crown of Great-Britain, 
of infinite Advantage and Security to our Trade and Com- 
merce, if fupporting that Trade and Commerce againil 
dangerous and unlawful Encroachments, and iT the prefent 
EAablifhment, the Religion, Liberties, and Properties of 
a Protelbnt People, ace any longer Considerations worthy 
of the Care and Akchuou of a BmiSh PaxYammX, \ ***& 
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mum 11, c«.i. " fay no more to incite my loyal and fekJifd Houfes of Par- 



lament to exert chemfelves 3) 
" dear and valuable to them." 



the Defer.ce of all that 



MrOrflawmww The Commons being returned to their Houfe, and Mr 
WK6of Speaker having reported 'his Majefty's Speech, Mr Onflow 
mov'd, " That an h amble Addrefs be prefented to his Maj 
fly, to return him the Thanks of this Houfe ibr his moil 
gracious Speech from the Throne; To acknowledge his Mft* 
jefly's Goodnefs, in acquainting his Parliament with the fe- 
deral Proceedings and Alliances entred into between the Em- 
peror and the King of Span, giving fuch juft Caufe of Jea- 
Joufy to the neighbouring Princes and States, fb formidable 
and deltroctive of the true Balance of Power in Europe, and 
Unking at the Foundation of the mott valuable Privileges 
and Interefts of the Subjects of his Majefty, and thofc of 
his Allies ; To declare the Refentment of the Commons of 
Great -Britain, at the nnjuft Demand of the King of Spain 
for the Reftitution of Gibraltar, and the unwarrantable Usur- 
pation of the Emperor, in erecting and carrying on the 
Oilend Trade, and their mutual Obligations to fupport each 
other in thefe unjuilifiabJe Attempts and Undertakings : But 
above all, to exprefs our highert rndigtiation at the Refolu- 
tions and Engagements entred into, for attempting to place 
the Pretender on the Throne of thefe Kingdoms ; To return 
his Majefty the Thanks of this Houfe, for his great Care in 
ftrengthening his Alliances, and for employing his Royal 
fleet fo uferully for the Security, Advantage, and Glory of 
this Nation. And, as this Houfe cannot but look upon the 
Meafures and Refolutions, taken in Oppohtion to and in 
Defiance of moll folemn Treaties, as tending to an immediate 
Rupture, humbly to defire his Majeity, that he will forth- 
with give the neteft'ary Orders for putting this Kingdom in a 
Pofture of Defence; and to allure his Majeity, that thi* 
Houfe will not only chearfully and effectually raife the Sup- 
plies neceflary for the prefent Exigency of Affairs, but will 
ftand by and fupport his Majefty in making good his Engage* 
ments with his Allies ; in preferving the Balance of Power 
in Europe ; in defending the Pofleffions of the Crown of 
Great-Britain ; in fupporting the Trade of this Nation 
againft all unjuftifiable Encroachments ; and in defeating and 
confounding all Attempts that fhall be made in Favour of the 
Pretender, and to the Deftruftion of our Religion, Liberties, 
and Properties ,- and that this Houfe will apply the Produce 
of the Sinking Fund to its proper Ufes ; and repofe fuch a 
Truft and Confidence in his Majefty, as the publick 1 
fhall require, and Vv» Ma^elly fbiall find reasonable and necef- 
fary, for carrying on foe. ^o^otVw^askW. 
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engaged, for the Intereit and Security of his People, and 
the common Caufe of Europe.' 

This Motion was feconded by the Hon. Mr John Finch *, 
Member for Higham-Ferrers ; but was ftrenuoufly oppofcd by 
Mr Shippen, Sir William Wyndham, Mr Hungerford, Mr 
William Pulteney, and Sir Thomas Hanmer ; who were an- 
fwer'd by Mr Doddington, Mr Horatio Walpole, and Sir 
Robert Walpole. Mr Shippen urg'd, * That the Matter of 
Peace and War is of the greateft Weight that can fall under 
the Confideration of that Aflembly ; That as his Majeily's 
Speech contain'd many Points of the higheil Moment and 
Importance, (6 no doubt his Majelly, in his great Wifdom 
and Goodnefs towards his People, expected, on this Occafion, 
not only the Support, but likewife the Advice of that Houfe: 
That, in order thereto, they ought maturely to deliberate on 
thofe feveral Heads, which could not be done before feveral 
Papers were communicated to them, that feem'd abfolutcly 
neceffary to llate fome Fadb relating to thofe weighty Mat- 
ters ; That the Motion, as it was drawn up, imply'd an Ap- 
probation of Meafures taken to prevent Dangers ; which 
feenVd prcpollerous before they knew either what thofe Mea- 
fures were, or whether thufe Dangers were real ; That there- 
fore they ought, for the prefent, to content themfclvc: 
returning his Majeity the moll humble Thanks of the 1 1 
t at his molt gracious Speech, with Aflurances of fupporting 
hib Majelly in all jull and necefTary Meafures ; and appoint 
a D. ing the [aid Speech into Confideration.* 

Sir William Wyndham took Notice of the Unitea^ 
of our Counfets, and obfcrVd, ( That of late Years our 
Meafures had been in a perpetual Fluctuation ; that Penelope- 
like, we were continually weaving and unravelling the fame 
Web ; one time raifing up. the Emperor to deprefs France-, 
and now we were for depreffing the Emperor, which could 
rot be done without aggrandizing France, which, in tl:c 
End, may make the latter too powerful : So that at this rate, 
under Pretence of holding the Balance of Europe, wc mould 
be engaged in continual Wars/ 

Mr Hungerford faid, ' That the Dangers with v, I 
we were threaten'd, were not, jn his Opinion, fo great, as 

\'. ere by fome People reprefentcd to be : That the 
rina's and the King of Spain's Deftgn of invading us with 
five or fix Men of War ieem'd altogether romantick, fince 
fbefa a Pfi ;, at any time, be defeated by our ordi- 

nary Guard-Ships, much more when wc had fuch llrong 
Fleets at Sea : TJu Ike Fears of the Pretender 

V o i 1- B b b were 
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were groundlefs and chimerical, and h It tell how 

they could bring luni ... unlefs they borrowed Captain 
GuUiver't. floati As to the Oliend Company* he 

owned it to be . Concern, and a very juit Mi 

to a War with the Emperor j but that it had been an eafy 
Matter to nip t For, if he was right- 

ly infomfd, ten thouuxnd Pounds would have prevaiPd with 
the Marquefi de Prie to drop it, whereas now, when that 
Company has had time to get Footing both in Europe and in 
India, it may prove a difficult Matter to fnpprefs it. That 
as to Gibraltar, the Demand cf which was alledg'd as a 
Proof of an oiFcnfrve Alliance between the Empeior and 
Spain, he had in bis Pocket the Purport of the Secret Arti- 
cle relating to that Affair, which was only, That in cafe the 
King of Spain could pioduce a positive Promife from G 
Britain to reitore Gibraltar, hts Imperial Majeily would en- 
gage to become a Mediator and Guarantee for the i' 
mance of fuch .1 Promite. That, upon the whole Matter, 
he hoped Things were not yet brought to fo defperate an 
I fome Means of Accommodation might be 
found out, without running into an expenfivc War, and aug- 
menting cur Forces, which, he was afraid, would prove an 
Aggravation of Misfortunes.* 
5ljT > Sir Thomas Hanmei declar'd, ' That if (lie Dangers they 

were threatened with, were fo real, and fo imminent as fome 
People pretended, he would be one of the foremoft in tbe 
mod fpeedjp and n I itions. But that he 

thoughr thofe Dangers yet extream dillanr, to fay no more — 
That, indeed, fome Foreign Prince* may make a political 
Ufe of the Pretender, as 3 Stats Bug bear to frighten and 
alarm us, and thereby endeavour to make us fublervient to 
their ambitious Defigns ; but that, in hts Opinion, his In- 
tereft was never fo low, nor his Party fo inconliderable and 
fo defpi cable, as at prefenl, and, therefore in this Day's De- 
bate he aught to be left intircly cut of the Quelrion* That 
he nu apprehenlivc the Acquifition of fome Dominions 
Abroad had fown the Seed?, and were the true Caufes of 
the Divifions and Diflrr.&ions, which now threaten the gene- 
r.-.l Tranquility of Eujope, by drawing us into unaccountable 
tperor, on the one Hand, and into a 
Promife, at leaft a Conditional one, for the Rellitution of 
Gibraltar on the other Hand : Both which had brought us 
at laft into the prefent DifTacoli 

Jn Ar.fwer to thefe ( ddington took 

Notice, ' That the Eyes of all Chriftendom were, at tlu» 
ciatkal Juncture, hVd upon the Britifh Parliament, whole 
Reiblutions had evtr u ^c«X txA. y^^cy^ and Influence 
in all the AfE&in of tu&'CiaVeaSKsm'i. v\^X<=« 
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being fo far advanced, they ought not to flip the f.ift Oppor- awip ij Oc , 
tunity chat offer'd to give his Mnjelly the ftrongeft Affurances 
of fupporting iiim in all his Engagements, Jie had entered into 
I ids Allies, and in the Meafures that (hall be judg'd 
mcefiary, for fecuring the Rights and Interefts of his Sulv- 
je&s, and the common Caufe of Europe. That Delays were 
often dangerous, and might be fatal in the prefent Situation of 
Aff.ii.rs, which required vigorous and fpeedy Refolutions, 
both for the Encouragement of our Friends, and the ^erfeft- 
inie Alliances, that were already in grest Forwardnefs ; 
and for the Difcauragement of our Enemies, who had already 
block d up Gibraltar, and threaten 'd it with a Siege. That 
the Meafures that had been taken, were but a Contequcnce 
of the lall Year's Resolutions, which that Koufe had come 
to. after a full Examination, and mature Conftderarion of 
the State of Afrairs, then laid before both Ho.ifes by his Ma- 
jelly : But that however, fuch an Addrefs as was propofed, 
did not preclude a farther Inquiry into thofe Matters.' 

Mr H Walpole, in Anfwer to the Objection of the Unfteadi- Mf a Vblpd* 
nefs of our Counfels, obferv'd, * That it had often been Matter 
of Complaint ; but that it was the unavoidable Refill t of our 
Situation, which puts us on that Necefiky, and, at the fattC 
Time, gives us the Prerogative of holding the Balance of Power 
in Europe ; But that befides the preferving of that E 
whkh was in great Danger of being dellroyed by the Conjunc- 
tion of the Emperor and King of Spain, and the Intermarriages 
of their IfTue, we had an intimate and immediate Concern in 
maintaining our invaluable Rights and Privileges of Com* 
merce, which had been notoriously invaded ; and m de- 
fending our PoiTeluons of Gibraltar and the Ifiand of Minor- 
ca, -which we had acquired, in lawful War* at a vt' 
pence of Blood and Treafure, and which had been yielded 
to us by Several Solemn Treaties.* 

Sir Robert Walpole (aid, ' As to the Promffe of n 
Ing Gibraltar to the King of Spain, That fuch a Promife not sir R. Walpcfe. 
having been made while he had the Honour to be in the 
Adminillration, he could fay nothing to it ; That if Such a 
Promife was ever made, he duril aver, That it was condi- 
tional, and made void and invalid by the King of Spain's 
refufing to comply with the Conditions on which it was made ; 
and that whenever the Performance of that Promife was 
mention'd to him, aa infilled on by the King of Spain, he 
delivered it as his fix'd a*a pofitive Opinion, That 
Gibraltar could not be given up without the Confent of Par- 
liament. As to the Oftend-Company, which a Gentleman 
faggefled, might have been nipp'd in the Bud i he left it to 
the Houfe to judge, whether it had not been highly imoru- 
iknt And impcljud: in U£, to quarrel wvtn * ' - tvo^wn *fc**-\ 
Bbb2 "*« 
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it, before we had engag'd both France and Holland in 
Danger and Expence of that Quarrel, who have, at lcaft, 
an equal Concern with us, in the Supprefling of the Oilend 
Trade. And as to the Danger of an Invafion in favour of 
the Pretender, fuch early Meafures had been taken to defeat 
It, that he hoped by tins Time, it was pretty well over : 
But that befides the glaring Appearances of Enmity to his 
Majefty, and of Favour and Countenance to the Pretender's 
Friends, at the Courts of Vienna and Madrid, his Majefty 
had fuch undoubted and concurring Evidence of a form*d 
Defign to invade his Dominions, that it had been the moll 
unpardonable Want of Duty, and a criminal Supinenefs in 
his Minifters, not to take all poflible Precautions againit it. 
And, as to any Meafures that had been taken many \ 
ago, and to which another Member afcribed the Convulfions 
which now threaten the Tranquility of Europe, he was not 
ot all concem'd in thofe Meafures ; and fo could &y no- 
thing to them ; neither were, indeed, fuch remote and 
groundlefs Caufes a proper Subject for their prefont Confide- 
xation.' 

At lair, the Qnefiion being put upon Mr Onflow's Motion, 
it was carried in the Affirmative, by 251 Voices agni nit St ; 
and a Committee was appointed to draw up an Addrers ac- 
cordingly, which was the nekt Day reported and agreed to. 

January 19. The Houfe prefented the fame to his Majefty, 
as follows : 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

* \X7 E your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal Subjects 

* W the Commons of Great-Britain in Parliament af- 

* fembled, return your Majefty our humbleft Thanks for 

* your moft Gracious Speech from the Throne, 

* The Communication, which your Majefty has been 

* pleafed to make, of the Proceedings and Tranfa&ions in 
■ Europe for fomc Time paft, and of the Engagements en- 

* tered into between the Emperor and the King of Spain, is 
£ an Inftance of your Majefty's Angular Gooduefs, in being 

* as defirous to give your People all reafonable Satisfaction, 

* as you have ever been fobeitous for their Good and 

* Welfare. 

* We are very fenfihle of the fatal Tendency of the fud- 
' den and unaccountable Conjunction between thofe two 

* Crowns \ and as this Nation has alivays looked with jea- 

* lous Eyes upon the very Beginning of every Attempt made 
4 by their Neighbours to eftablifh a Commerce, at the 1 Ia- 

* fcjurd and to the Prejudice of our undoubted Rights and 
' Privileges ; We cannot \wtt.\jt "gtratVj alarmed to fee 

IncruachmenU ut»oti ouv Tts&s, wAwj^'wAtiv 
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of Treaties, accompanied with a Scheme of Greatnefs that 
lays the Foundation of a moil exorbitant Power, which, 
if not timely oppofed, and with Hood with Vigour and Re- 
folution, may become formidable to all Europe, and enable 
the Aggreflbrs, without Controul, to maintain their un- 
warrantable Attempts. 

' Nor can we at all doubt of the Spirit and Defign of this 
new Friendiliip and Alliance, when we fee it cemented by 
mutual Obligations for fupporting one of the Contracting 
Powers in the unjuftifiable and ufurped Exercife of the Of- 
tend Trade, at the fame Time that a peremptory Demand 
is made arid infilled upon by the other, for the Restitution 
of Gibraltar, a Place of fuch Importance to the Trade of 
this Kingdom. 

' But the Consideration that creates the higheil Refcnt- 
ment in your faithful Commons is, to fee that whenever the 
Ambition of Foreign Princes leads them to afpirc and 
grafp at exorbitant Power, or to acquire and po fiefs them- 
felves of any valuable Rights and Privileges belonging to 
the Subjects of your Majefty and your Allies, all Guaran- 
tees, and the moil folemn Engagements of Faith and Grati- 
tude to your Majelty, purchafed by the Blood and Trea- 
fure of this Nation, are cancelled and forgot ; and it is 
vainly imagined that your Majefty muft either tamely fub- 
mk to, and patiently acquiefce under, the greateft Indigni- 
ties and Injuries to your Crown and People, or be infulted 
with Menaces and Proje&s in favour of a Popilh Pretender. 

* But your Majefty's loyal, faithful, and oilectionatc Sub- 
jects, the Commons of Great Britain, fenftble of the inefti- 
mable Bleflings they enjoy under your Majefty's moil graci- 
ous and happy Government, have too great a Regard to the 
Honour and Dignity of your Crown, . and too much Ab- 
horrence and Deteftation of an abjured Pretender, to fuf- 
fer thefe vain Terrors to have any ill Effect upon their 
Minds or Deliberations. 

1 It is with Indignation that we fee this injurious Treat- 
ment and thefe provoking Infulu ; and it is with an un- 
shaken Fidelity and Refolution, that we are determined, 
with our Lives and Fortunes, to ftand by and fupport your 
Majefty againft all your Enemies. 

* We mull, at the fame time, with all Gratitude, ac- 
knowledge your Majefty's Wifdom and Vigilance, in 
Strengthening your felt with the Alliance of Powers united 
in Intereft, and belt able to withftand the impending Dan- 
ger, and to fupport the Common Caufe of Europe. 

* We fee, with the greateft Satisfaction, the Naval Power 
of Great-Britain appearing in diftant Regions., vn, \ts ^to- 
pcr Luiire- So ufdully and wifely employed to uirj ^-aS**^ 
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and Prote&ion to your own Subje&s and to your Allies, and 
to curb and reftrain the boaiied Projects of the Diiturbers 
of the Peace of Europe. 

* And as we cannot but look upon the Meafures and Re- 

* ibiutions concerted and taken in Opposition to, and in De> 

* fiance of the moft folemn Treaties, as trading to an imme- 
' diate Rupture, We humbly befeech your Majefty, that 
' you will be pleafed forthwith to give the neceffary Orders 
' for putting this Kingdom into a Pofture of Defence ; and 

* we afTUre your Majefty, That we will not only cheerfully 
' and effectually raife lie Supplies aeceffary for the prefent. 

* Exigency of Affairs, but will (upport your Majefty in mak- 
'* ing good yoer Engagements with your. Allies, in preferv- 

* ing the Balance of Power in Europe, in defending the pre- 
' fent PofTefuons of the Crown of Great-Britain, in fupport- 

* ing the Trade of this Nation againft all imjuftifiable and 

* pernicious Incroachments, and in defeating and confounding 
' all Attempts that fhall be made in Favour of the Fretender, 

* and for the Deuru&on of our Religion, Liberties, and 

* Properties. 

* And that all, who wifh well to the Peace and Quiet of 

* your Majefty's Government, may have the Satisfaction to 

* fee, that our prefent Neceffities fhall make no Interruption 
' in the Progrefs of that defirable Work of gradually dif- 
' charging the National Debt, we will confider of the moft 

* proper Methods for immediately applying the Produce of 
' the Sinking Fund, to the Ufes for which it was fo wifely 

* contrived, and to which it Hands now appropriated ; and 

* will repofe fuch a Truft and Confidence in your Majefty as 
' the publick Utility fhall require, and as your Majefty fhall 
' find reafonable and necefTary for carrying on the great 

' Work in which your Majefty is engaged, for the Intereft I 

* and Security of your People, and the common Cauffc of 
« Europe.' 

To this Addrcfs the King return'd the following Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 
The King's An- M TReturn you my Thanks for this very Dutiful and Loyal 
fe-cr thereto. « J_ Addrefs : Thejuft Senfe you have exprefs'd of thepre- 
" fent Pofture of Affairs in Europe, and the hearty AfTurances 
" you have given me of your Support in defending my Pof- 
" fefllons and the Rights and Privileges of my People, as 
" they are Evidences of your known Zeal and Affection to 
•' my Perfdn and Government, I am perfuaded they will con- 
** firm the Spirit and Vigour of my Allies, and convince my 
*' Enemies how vataanuAXV^TOMvaaii «S1 their Expectations 
•' are, of being ab\s xo fac««i va. vkj &rks*$* M» <e&xfo'&& 
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* Peace of Europe, and in offering Injuries and Infults to AnB ^^ f0,i 
" this Nation. 



January 20, In a Committee of the whole Houfc his Ma- 
jcily'i Speech was taken into Conficlcj; a Motion 

liiat a Supply be granted to his Majefty was unanirooufly a- 
greed to. 

Jan. 21 » Mr Farrer, from the Committee of the whole 
Houie, reported the preceding Day's Refolution for a Sup- 
ply, which was agreed to Ntm. Con. and it was reloh vl ; 10 
Is bis Majefty for the ufual Eftimates for the Year 1 727. 

Jan. 23. The Commons refolv'd to addrefs his Majefty 
fcr the Acceffion of the States General to the Treaty of 
Hanover, together with the feparate Articles, if there were 
anyj as alfo for the Copies of fuch Memorials, and Letters 
with the Aufwers thereto, as patted between his Maj city's 
Mmittcrs, and the Courts of Vienna and Spain, fince the 
Communication of the Treaty of Peace between the Empe- 
ror and ihe King of Spain, to his Majefty, by the Emperor's 
Minittcr : Bat a Motion being made by Sir William Wynd- 
ham, and the Quellion put, to addrefs his Majefty, for a 
Copy of the Memorial prefented to the King of Sweden, by 
Mrfoyntz, his Majefty's Envoy Extraordinary, relating to the 
Acceflion of the Crown of Sweden to the Treaty of Henovcr, 
dated at Stockholm the 4th of June, 1726 : As alfo another 
Motion being made by Mr Pultency, and the Queltion put, 
to addrefs his Majefty, for the Secret Offenfive Alliance be- 
tween the Emperor and the King of.Spain, both thefe Que- 
ftions were carried in the Negative, without Dividing. 

.'. 25. The Commons, in a Grand Committee, confi- 
der'd farther of the Supply, particularly with Relation to 
the Lmd Forces j and Mr Henry Pelham, having fhewn the 
Necefliry of an Augmentation of about eight Thoufand Men, 
Dragoons and Foot, the fame was warmly oppofed by Mr 
Shippen, Dr Friend, Sir William Wyndham, Mr Hunger- 
ford, and others; who were anfwer'dby Mr Henry Pclhnm, 
Col. Bladen, Sir William Yonge, and General Wade : fo 
it was, at laft, refolv'd by 250 Voices againft B5, I. That 
the Number of effective Men to be provided for Cuards, 
Garrifons, and Land Forces for the Y.: be, includ- 

ing 1850 Invalids, and 555 Men, which the fix Independent 
nfift of for the Service of the Highlands, 
Jt Men -, II. That the Sum of 885,494, ]. p b and 4 d. 
begrantedfor defrayingthe Charge thereof. Thefe Refolutions, 
being the next Day repoi agreed to bv the Houfc. 

Jan. 27. Copies and Tranflations of feveral Memorials, 
Letters, Sec. relating to the Courts of \ in una and ' 
were hid before 
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after which, in a Grand Committee, rJieCommor 
of Ways and Means to raifc the Supply, and Sir Robert 
Walpole having fiicw'd the Nccefliry of laying four Shillings 
sir r. waipoie 1 * m the Pound on Land, the fame was oppofed by fome Mcm- 
Tii'efjf'^m'ofe ' 3€rs ' who alledged, « That it were more eligible to apply the 
Pound, which, af- Produce of the Sinking Fund towards the prefent Necefii tics 
j J. le% but the Quellion being put upon Sir Robert Walpole's Mo- 
tion, it was refolv'd in dv_- Affirmative, by 190, Voices 
againft 81, which Refolution, being the. next Day reported 
was agreed to by the Houfe. 
Mr Sindyj'i Morion Fec%uaty6. Mr Sandy s moved, * That an humble Addrefs 
lotv, "which be prefented to his Majefty, that he would be graciouily 
pleafed to communicate to this Houfe, Copies of the Decla- 
ration Letter, or Engagement, which in the Marquifs di 
Pozobueno's Letter to the Duke of Newcaftle of the 21ft of 
December lafl, is alferted to be a pofitive Promife, upon 
which the King of Spain founds his peremptory Demand for 
the Reilitution of Gibraltar, which had been fo folemnly 
yielded to the Crown of Great-Britain by the Treaty of 
Utrecht, and was afterwards confirm'd and granted to Great 
Britain by the King of Spain's AccelEon to the Quadruph 
Alliance.' This Motion was feconded, and ilrenuouily fup- 
ported by Sir William Wyndham, Mr Hungerford, and alft 
sirw.wynajum. by Mr William Pultency, who took Notice of a Letter, 
•ttw^'eftcy, written in 1721, to one of the Emperor's Plenipotentiaries 
at Cambray, wherein a Promife for the Reilitution of Gi- 
braltar was exprefly mentioned : ' But they were oppos'd by 
Mr Henry Pelham, Mr Thomas Brodtrick, Mr H, Wal- 
pole, and Sir Robert Walpole. The latter did not difown, 
* That fuch a Promife might indeed have been made in 
former Adminiftration ; but this he was fure of, that if there 
was fuch a Promife, it was upon certain Conditions, which, 
not having been performed within the limited Time, was 
thereby become invalid ; and as for the Declaration or Let- 
ter, the Communication of which was infilled on, the fam 
was altogether impracticable and unprecedented ; the pri 
Letters of Princes being almoit as facred as their very Perform. ' 
Then the previous Quellion being put, whether the Quellion 
upon Mr Sand) Vs Motion Iliould be put ? It was carried i; 
the Negative, fy " a j V oices a g auijt 97. The Reader will 
find a Copy of this Letter in the APPEND IX. 
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Feb. 7. The Commons refolv'd to addrefs his Majefty for 
Copies of fuch Memorials and Representations, as have been 
mnde to the Court of Vienna, concerning the Charter grant- 
1 Morpeth'* ed to the Oilend Company, with the Anfwers thereto : 

which, the Lord Morpeth mov'd, ' That another Addrefs 
be prefented to \i& Mfcysfty, tfcax. Vic 
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fuch Memorials, or Representations to his Majeity, from the 
Crowns of Sweden and Denmark, as did induce him to fend 
the Squadron of Ships the laJt Year into the Baltick, at fo 
an I'.vpence to this Kingdom.' He was feconded by Sir 
William Wyndham j but oppofed by Sir William Yonge, and B* w.wymnum, 
the Hon. Mr Verney. Hereupon Mr Walpole endeavoured to ^^2^-, 
jultify all the Step that had been taken by Great-Britain, Mr h. waipoic, 
iince his Majefty's happy Acceflion, particularly from the 
Opening of the Congrefs of Cambray to this ptefent Time, 
to.preferve the Balance of Power, the Peace of Europe, and 
the Tranquility of the North ; and with this kit View to 
prevent the Czarina's Defigns againll Sweden and Denmark, 
in favour of the Duke of Holltein. Mr William Pulteney 
an&ver'd him, and was replied to by Mr Broderick j and the 
QuefHon Jbeing put upon the Lord Morpeth's Motion, it 
! in the Negative, by 196 Voices againit 79. 

Feb. 13. Upon the Order of the Day, for the Houfe to 
go into a Grand Committee to confider of the Supply, fevc- 
ral Papers were referr'd to the faid Committee, viz. The 
Copy and Tranflation of the Convention between Great- 
Britain, the States-General, and the Landgrave of Hefle- 
Caffel, February 1 3 th, 1701-2, alio the Eftimate of the Charge 
of 4000 Horfe and 8000 Foot of the Landgrave of Heffe- 
Caflel, from the ill of April, to the 24th of December 1727. 
Then a Motion was made by the Court-Party, and the Que- 
ftion put, 'That the Account (hewing how the Money given Morion rektfng 
for the Service of the Year 1726, has been difpofed of, i±sm\ "i-.V j 
diilingoifhed under the feveral Heads, until the firft Day of -°'J*7™ 
February 1 726-27, and the Parts thereof remaining unfatisficd, itjc oendenfia* 
with the Deficiency thereupon, be referr'd to the faid Com- crami. 
i.iittec : ' But there being in that Account an Article of the DetatB «!»««»• 
Sum of 1 2 5,000 1. charged, in general Terms, as ifliied out 
for other Engagements and Expences over and above fuch 
as are therein particularly fpeciiied, Mr Sbippen, Mr On- 
flow, and Mr William Pulteney flrenuoufly infilled, * That be- \u shi Ppen . 
fore the faid Account of the Deficiency of the lair Year's JJ {$ 
Grants was referr'd to the Grand Committee, which Refe- 
rence, according to the Ufage of Parliaments, tacitly im- 
plies an Acquiescence in the Difpofal of the Money therein 
mentioned, the Houfe mould be acquainted with a particular 
Difpofition of fo conftderable a Sum as that of 125,000]. 
rim was as ftrongly oppofed by Sir William Strickland, Mr 
Horatio Walpole, and Sir Robert Walpole, fo that the pre 
rifMU Queftion being put, That the Queftion be put upon 
the Motion before-menuon'd, the fame occafion'd a Debate 
1 ifted till fix in the Evening, when the faid previous 
on being call'd for, it was refolv'd in the Affirm-. 
by 1 78 Voices againil jS ; and the main OjjeKwTvV>ivn^u\, \x. 
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was ordered, That tlie faid Account be rcferr'd to the iai 
Committee. This done, the Houfe went into a Grand Com 
inittee on the Supply, and refolv'd to grant the Sum o 
160,306]. 175. 5 d. to make good the Deficiency of tin 
Grants for the Year 1726. 

Ftb. i 4. The Above-mentioned Resolution being like to met 
with great Oppufition, by rcafon or" the 125,000!. above 
mentioned, it was moved, and refolv'd, without dividing, to 
addrefs his Majcfty for a particular and diltinil Account of 
tlie Diltribution of the Sum of 1 25,000!. which, in an Ac- 
count laid before the Hoafe, fliewing how the Money given 
for the Year 1726, has been difpofed of, is charged to hav 
been iflued for other Engagements and Expences, overand above 
fuch as are therein particularly fpecified, for the fecuring the 
Trade of this Kingdom, and preferving the Peace of Europe ; 
and alio cf the Times when the laid Sum of 1 25,000!. was 
ilTucd and distributed. After this, Mr Farrer reported the Re- 
folurion on the Supply above-mentionedj which was agreed to. 

Ftb. 15. A Petition of George Townfend and others, 
late Commifhoners for Ltcenfing Hawkers, &c. was prefented 
to the Houfe, and read, praying, That Leave may be given 
to bring in a Bill to enable the Lords Comniiflioners of his 
Majcfty 's Treafury to compound with the Petitioners for a 
Debt due to the Crown, oceafioned by the Default of Tho- 
mas Tomkins, late Cafhier of the laid Office, who hath 
withdrawn himfelf beyond the Seas, or that they may have 
fuch other Relief as to the Houfe (hall feem meet. 
Sir Robert Walpofe having acquainted the Houfe, Thi 
Majsity gave his Confent, that fuch a Bill might be brought 
into die Houle, as was defir'd by the Petitioners, the laid 
Petition was referr'd to a Committee of the whole Houfe. 

Feb. 21 . Sir Paul Methuen reported to the Houfe, That their 
Addrefs of the 14th Inftant, viz. * That his Majeity would be 
' grncioufly pleafed to direcf the proper Officers to lay before 
' this Houfe a particular and diliinct Account of the Diitri- 

* bution of the Sum of 125,000!, which, in an Account laid 

* before rhis Houfe, fhewing how the Money given for the 

* Year 1726 has been difpoled of, is charged to have been 

* iflued for other Engagements and Expences, over and above 

* fuch as are therein particularly fpecified, for the fecuring 

* the Trade of this Kingdom, and prelerving the Peace of 
' Europe, and of the Time or Times when the faid Sum of 

* 125,000 b was bTued and diftributed,' had been prefented 
to his Majcfty ; and that his Majefty had commanded him 
to acquaint this Houfe : " That the Sum of Money men- 
" tioned in this Addrefs lias been ifTued and difburfed, pur- 
" fuant to the P ( owcr %\vetv to tofl» M^efty by Parliament, for 
" ncceffary Services ^&^w^:to&w& eft \fc» u&N&\«ugci?- 
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" ranee to the Trade and Navigation of this Kingdom, and An " ^ G ' 
" rhe Tranquility of Europe, and which require the greatert \ J— "-'. 
" Secrecy ; and therefore a particular and difiinct Account 
" of the Diflribution of it cannot poffibly be given, wkh- 
" out a manifeft Prejudice to the Publick." 

Hereupon Mr William Pulteney endeavoufd to mew the Vpa* which Mr 
Infufijciency of that Anfwer, alledging. That he had an en- forafiSw 
tire Confidence in his Majeftv's great Wifdom, paternal Care, 
and Royal Word ; but that, when in the laft Seffion rhe 
Houfe came to a Refolution, * effectually to provide for and 

* make good all fuch Expences and Engagements as Ihould 
' be made, for the Security of the Trade .and Navigation 
' of this Kingdom, and for the Prcfervation of the Peace of 

* Europe ; ' [Set p. 370.] the Commons did not thereby divert 
themfelves of their undoubted Right of being acquainted « i;]i 
the Difpofition of publick Money ; that if they gave up fo ef- 
fentiaJ a Righr, that Houfe would become altogether ufelefs, or 
forve only blindly to approve of, and regilltr the Acts and 
Deeds of the Minifters. That he did not, in the leaft, doubt 
the iffuing and Disburfement of the 125,000!. in Queftion, 
for necelfary Services : But that if they were firisfied with 
fuch a general Account, the fame might, in future Reigns, 
prove a very dangerous Precedent, and ferve to cover Im- 
bezzlements of the publick Treafure j therefore he moved, 

* That a farther humble Addrefs be made to his Majefty, hum- 
bly reprefenting the indifputable Right of this Houfe, to have 
particular and dilbndt Accounts laid before them of the Difpo- 
fition of all Money granted by this Houfe, for the Service of 
the Publick j and that this Houfe did mofl earneftly befeech 
his Majclly, that he would be gracioufly pleafed to order 
fuch an Account of the i2?,ooo!. faid to have been expend- 
ed for fecuring the Trade of this Kingdom, and preferving 
the Peace of Europe, to be forthwith laid before the Houfe.' 

This Motion was feconded by Mr Shipper, but was op- Debar? thereon. 
pofed by Mr Doddington, Mr Lewis, [of Southampton] and Mrswppen. 
Sir William Yongc i upon which there was a high and warm ™ r t fZjjS* 1 '*' 
Debate, from one till fix in the Afternoon. The Courtiers si W.YM&. 
reprefented, * That the Sum in Queflion was inconfiderabie, 
and that it was impofijble effectually to cany on important 
Negotiations,, without expending a great deal of Money in 
Secret Service.* And Mr St. John Broderkk mentioned, in 
particular, a Cafe in Queen Anne's Reign, when the Com- 
mons acquiefced in fuch a general Anfwer, for a more con- 
fidcrable Sum. The Precedent by him quoted was read by 
the Clerk, as follows, viz. 

' On the 16th of January 1 710-11, Mr Secretary St 
* John • acquainted the Commons, that their Adireffes of 
C c c 2 • I&r. 
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' the 5 th and 8th Inftant, had been prefent-d to her Ma- 
' jelly, viz. That ftie would be pleafed to give Direction c 

* proper Officers to lay before the Houfe, Accounts relating 
' to the Poundage and Days- Pay, deducted out of the Pay 

* of the Army ; of the Deficiencies of the Grants, and of 

* the Funds fince Michaelmas 1701 ; of the Payment of her 

* Majeily' $ Proportion of Subfidies to her Allies > of all the 
' Pennons, payable out of the Revenue, and Warrants and 
' Directions for Penfions ; and alfo of the Distributions of 

■ the Contingencies, and Forage and Waggon Money, granted 

* for the Forces in Flanders, in her Majeily's Pay, and of the 

* Diftribtjtions of the Money granted for Contingencies of 

* the Guards, Garrifons and Land-Forces in Great-Britain : 
' And that her Majeily had been pleafed to give Directions 
' for laying all the faid Account before this Houfe, except 

* the Accounts of Contingencies, and that the Account 
' touching the Deficiencies of the Grants and Funds, had 
' already been laid before the Houfe j and that other of the 
« Accounts were preparing, and would foon be laid before 

* the Houfe ; but that as to the Account of Contingencies, 

■ it was not poifible from the Nature of the Service, which 

* required the utmoft Secrecy, for any Account of them to 

* be made ; but that they were really diftributed.' 
Some Objections were raifed to this Precedent, as if the 

Cafe was not parallel : Eefides which, Mr Onflow chiefly in- 
filled on the Promife made to the Houfe the latt Seflion, by 
a great Man in the Adminiftration, That they fiioutd have 
a particular Account of all the Money that Ihould be ex 
pended upon that Vote of Credit, which Promife induced 
the Houfe to come fo readily into it. They were anfwer'd 
•; u c rrijh.d by Sir William Strickland, Mr Trelawney, Mr Conduit*, 
and Sir Robert Walpole ; to whom Sir Thomas Hanmer re~ 
ply'd ; after which the Queftion, upon Mr Pulteney's Motion, 
being call'd for, it was carried in the Negative, by 235 
Voices againll 1 10. Then it was mov'd, and refolv'd, 
without dividing, That an humble Addrefs be prefenred to 
<ty* Majeily, to return his Majefty the Thanks of this Houfe, 
for* his great Care and Wifdom, in taking fuch Steps and 
(fitting into fuch Engagements, as his Majeily thought would 
bell conduce to the Security of the Trade and Navigation of 
this Kingdom, and to the Prefervation of the Peace 0' 
rope } And to aifure his Majefty, That this Houfe, placing 
.lire Confidence in his Majefly's Goodnefs and Regard 
for the true Inter ell of his People, will lland by and fupport 
his Majeily, in Al fuch farther Mcafurcs as his Majefty fliall 
find nccelfary and expedient/or preventing a Rupture, and 
, BonOttX and AAnmA^. crt xtafe Kingdoms. 
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Feb. 22- Sir Paul Methuen prefented to the Houfe Copies 
of fuch Memorials and Reprefcntations, as had been made to 
the Court of Vienna, concerning the Charter granted to the 
Oftend Company, with the Anfwers thereto. 

Feb. 28. In a Committee of the whole Houfe, they exa- 
min'd the Allegations of the Petition of the late Commiffio- 
ners foe Licenfing Hawkers and Pedlars, and alfo the Papers 
annex 1 d to it, and likewife calPd in and examin'd feveral of 
the Perfons order'd by the Houfe to attend the faid Commit- 
tee, and came to feveral Resolutions, the Report whereof 
was put off till the 7th of March. Upon this Occafion very 
fevere Reflexions were made on the Neglect and loofe Ma- 
nagement of his Majefty's Revenues, 

March 7. Mr Farrer reported from the Committee of the ^ e J^ rt ^' a 
whole Houfe, to whom the Petition of George Townfend, reuiing to the 
&c. late Commimoners for Licenfing Hawkers, Sec. had a'Sw 
been referr'd, the Refohitions they had directed him to report, MiWlce "> *«. 
which were as follows, viz. I. That it appears to this Commit- 
tee, That no Money was paid into his Majefty's Exchequer on 
Account of the Duties upon Hawkers and Pedlars, from Mid- wiiith kagretd 
fummer 17 19* to Midfummer 1723, except 1500 1, although Co ' 
the Commiflioners for managing the faid Revenue are re- 
quired, by Aft of Parliament, to pay all the Money arifing 
by the faid Duties, into the Exchequer, once in every Week. 
II. That it appears to this Committee, That by Rcafon of 
the loofe, carelefs, and neglectful Management of the late 
Commiflioners for the Duties upon Hawkers and Pedlars, 
there is a Deficiency of 36,693 1. 135. 5 d. over and above 
1- which has been paid by the Securities of Thomas 
Tomkins, late Cafhier to the faid Commiflioners. 

The faid Rcfolutions, being feverally read a fecond Time, 
were, upon the Queftion feverally put thereupon, agreed to 
by the Houfe: After which. Sir William Wyndham took sir 
Notice of the Neglect of thofe who were a Check on the 
Managers of that Branch of the publick Revenue ; and who 
therefore ought in Time to have call'd upon them, for the 
Money that pafsM through their Hands, according to the 
Direction of the Aft of Parliament. That it might be faid, 
that they were even more guilty than the Commiflioners of 
Hawkers and Pedlars them! eve ; fince they not only had 
connived, for four Years, at the Imbezzlement of the publick 
Money, but had, for three Year* more, neglected to recover 
the fame, and fcem'd, at laft, to have encourag'd a Petition 
t-. 1 he Houfe, to have it remitted ; and that the granting 
iuch a Petition, would be giving a Parliamentary Sanction to 
fuch vile Practices, and opening a wide Door for the like 
Miim.inagcmcnrs of the publick TreaiuIe. , He waa fcwmcv 
eJ by Mr Wttl'nm FuJaoejr, W.Hu aniraaivciXe&xcry fc;\«fcV} ^'w, 
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the Treafury, 
whofe Office and Duty it was, to have call'd the Petit: 
to Account." Hereupon Sir William Yonge endeavour'd 
excufe the prefent Adminiftration, the Failure of the Ca- 
fhier of the Commiflioners of Hawkers and Pedlare, which 
had occaiion'd the Deficiency in Queftion, having happen."' 
before their Time ; and the Multiplicity of arduous, impoi 
tant and intricate Affairs that fell out fmce, having fo taken 
up the Attention of the Managers of the Treafury, that it 
was no Wonder if fo inconfiderable a Branch of tine Revi 
nue had efcaped their Notice.' And then mov'd, ■ That the 
Petition of the late Commiflioners of Hawkers and Pedlars 
be rejected ; which was carried without dividing. Neverthe 
lefs, fbme Gentlemen of the Country Party, came on again 
to the Charge, and inveigh'd againir the Audacioufnefs oi 
fome Perfons, who, by their corrupt Management, though! 
themfelves (o powerful and fecure, as to dare to fcreen the 
greareft Offenders.' To which an eminent Member replied, 

• That he Could not help reflecling on the Envy and Rancour 
of fome Men, who made it their conilant Bufinefs to 
thwart and revile thofe who had the Honour to have a Share 
in the Adminillration, and who, not fatisfy'd with (hewing 
their Malignity within thofe Walls, fhot likewife their Poi- 
fon in the Dark, and fcatter'd it under Allegories in vile 
Libels.' To prevent farther Altercation the Courtiers call'd 
for the Order of the Day, and the Qucflion being put thereon, 
it was carry "d in the Affirmative, by 248 Voices againfl 1 24, 

March 8. Lord Fitawilliams, Member for Peterborough, 
took Notice, ' That on the zd Inltant Monfieur de Palm, 
i rr rLr t ' ic E m P cror ' s Refidcnt, in an Audience he had of the King, 
deUter'd info the Hands of his Majefly, a Memorial in 
Latin, couch'd in a very indecent and injurious Stile, alto- 
gether unufual, and very unbecoming the Majefly of Crown *d 
Heads ; and to add to the Indignity, that the faid Memorial 
was, the next D.iy, publickly difpers'd, and that printed 
Copies of Translations of it, one in Englifli, the other in 
French, had been font to feveral Members of both Houfes 
of Parliament, Aldermen of London, and other Perfons, to- 
gether with a Tranflation in the lame Languages, of a Letter 
from the Count de Sinaendorf, to M. de P;dm, wherein that 
Refident was order 'd, ' To prefent the tliid Memorial, firtf 

* to the King of Great Britain, and afterwards to publilh it 
" to the whole Nation.* His Lordfliip added, * That this 
Appeal from a Foreign Power to the People of Great Britain, 
againft their lawful Sovereign, was fo unprecedented, and fo 
great an Intuit upon the Crown of Great Britain, and on 

ifftjefty's (acted ^ttfcw, ta& Vt vWugJat the Houfe 
ought to rtfrrit i\ in. O&ft TOsMmV} Vlvbskc \ ^•kwir 
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he mav'd, That an kumble Addrefs be prelented to his Ma- a.-woij. cm, f. 

that he uould be gnicioufly pleated to give Directions,. 
ih.it the faid Memorial, prefented to his Majefty by Monfieur 
dc Palm the Imperial Refident, might be laid before the 
Houfe ; and being feconded by Sir Gilbert Heathcote, the 
faid Addrefs was order'd to be prefented. 

March 10. Sir Paul Met huen, by his Majeity's Command, sirp.nuiMdhnen 
laid a Copy of Monfieur de Palm's Memorial before the Houfe, SSfe^rf 
together with the Tranflation of it; whereupon it was re- tUe Uid Memorial, 
folved to take the fame into Consideration on the 1 3th. 

March 13. The Commons proceeded to take into Conn- 
deration the Memorial prefented to his Majefty by Monfieur de Delate thereof 
Palm ; and the Tranflation of the faid Memorial being read, 
Complaint was made to the Houfe, that the Subftance of 
the faid Memorial had been printed and publilh'd in a Paper 
intitled, TrattJIation of a Mimsrial, &c. whereupon the faid 
Paper was brought up to the Table and read ; after which 
the Lord Fitzwilli.ims. Sir Robert Walpole, Mr Onflow, Sir ^ R"%?i!' c Si n "- 
William Yonge, Mr Doddington, and SirK William Stride- Mr onflow. 
land; alfo Sir William Wyndham, Mr William Pulteney, j& D 
Mr Sandys, Mr Shippen, Mr Hungerford, and Sir John St sirwiw^taSl* 
Aubin, fpoke on this Occafion, and agreed in exprefiing die {^' w. Putawy. 
higheft Indigna:ion and Refentment at the Affront offer'd to wf m^m. 
hisMajefly, by the Memorial delivered by Monfieur de Palm; "/joKSii. 
and, in a particular Manner, at his Audacioufnefs in printing 
and difperfing it throughout the Kingdom ; and very fevere 
Reflections were made on the ill Returns from his Imperial 
Majefty to the great Obligations he had to Great Britain. 
They only differM, as to the Manner of Wording their Cen- 
fure upon fo extravagant an Infult upon his Majefty ; but at 
laft it was moved, and refolved, Nem. Con. That an humble A ? *' 
Addrefs be prefented to hisMajefly, ■ To exprefs the higheft oekCT'* 
Refentment of this Houfe at the Affront and Indignity of- 
fered to his moft facred Majefty, by the Memorial delivered 
by Monfieur de Palm the Emperor's Refident, and at his In- 
folence in printing and diverting the- i.uue throughout the 
Kingdom ; To declare their uimoll Abhorrence of this au- 
dacious Manner of appealing to the People, again!! Ma 
jetty ; and their Detellaciou of the prefumptuous and vain 
Attempt of endeavouring to inftill, into the Minds of any of 
his Majefty's faithful Subjects, the lea ft Diltrult or Diflidetice 
in his moft {acred Royal Word ; To return his Majefty the 
Thanks of this Houfe, for his Care and Vigilance, in dil- 
covering the fetret and pernicious Dcfigns of his Enemies, 
and his Goodnefs in communicating to his Parliament the 
Dangers that threatened this Kingdom ; And to aflure his Ma- 
Houfc will thud by and fupport his MjjeSjj 
againft aJl Ju's open and fcerct Enemies, both, a&Home^xA 
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Abroad i and effectually defeat the Expe&ations of all fui 
as may have, in any Manner, countenanced, encouraged, or 
abetted the Uxfturbers of the publick Tranquility in this ex- 
travagant Infuk upon his Majefly, or flattered them with 
Hopes, that an obftinate Perfevcrance bl their deilruciive 
Meafures, could ftaggcr the Firmnefs of the Britiih Nation, 
in Vindication of his Majeily 's Honour, and the Defence of 
their Right* and Privileges.' And a Committee was appoin- 
ted to draw up an Addrefs upon the fatd Refolution. 

March 1 4, The Lord Hervey was fent from the Com- 
mons, to deiire a Conference with their Lordfhips upon a 
Matter of the higheft Importance to the Honour and Dignity 
of the Imperial Crown of Great Britain. This Conference 
being readily agreed to by the Lords, and the Managers of 
both Houfes met in the Painted Chamber, thofe of the Com- 
mons defired the Concurrence of the Lords to the Addrefs 
relating to Monfieurde Palm's Memorial, which had been drawn 
up by their Committee, reported by the Lord Fitzwilliams, and 
agreed to ; and the Managers for the Commons left the faid 
Addrefs with the Lords, with other Papers relating thereto. 

March 15. At a fecond Conference, the Managers for the 
Lords declared to thofe of the Commons, that their Lord- 
fhips had agreed to the faid Addrefs j which the next Day 
was by both Houfes prefented to the King, as follows : 

Moll Gracious Sovereign, 

* \X/E your Majefty's moll dutiful and faithful Subjctb, 
1 VV the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons of 
1 Great Britain in Parliament aflembled, think it our indu- 

* peniible Duty to exprefs the higheft Refcntment at the Af- 
' front and Indignity offered to your moll Sacred Majeih', 

* by the Memorial deliver'd by Monfieur de Palm, the Em- 
' pcror's Refident ; and at his Infolence in printing and dif- 
' perftng the fame throughout the Kingdom. 

* This audacious Manner of appealing to the People a- 

* gainil your Majeily. under the Pretext of applying to you 

* for Redrefs and Reparation of fuppofed Injuries, and turning 

* a Memorial, preferred to your Majeily, into a leditious 

* Libel, is a Proceeding that creates in us the utmoft Abhor- 

* rence and Deteilation. 

* The Endeavouring to inftill, into the Minds of any o 

* your faithful Subject, the lea ft Diflruft or Diffidence i 

* your Majefty's moil Sacred Royal Word, or to make 

* Diftinclion between your Majeily and your People, 

■ Attempt as vain as prefumptuous ; for, by your Good 

* nefs, the Intercft of your Majeily and your People is bu' 

■ One, and as vnfe^aia^ •, ?& a&sxe Duty, Affection and Con 
' fidence in yaw "Nluy&'j wi w& v$&i «& tafcra& 
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c alterable ; and if Time has nor effaced the Memory of the a^o i 3 . dm r. 
' glorious Exploits and important Succours, confcffcd to have 

* been received from Great-Britain ; Gratitude, Affection and 
' Efteem for this Nation will be belt manifefled, by doing 
' Honour to the King, whom the People honour, and Juftice 
1 to the People, whole Rights and Privileges the bell of" Kings 

* ie now defending againit the Invafions and Incroachments 
' made upon them. 

* We return your Majefly our finccreff Thanks for your 

* Care and Vigilance," in difcovering the fecret and per- 
' nicious Dcfigns of your and our Enemies, and for your 

* Goodnefs, in communicating to your Parliament the Dan- 
' gcrs that threatened this Kingdom. 

* And we beg Leave to allure your Majefly, That no 
' Amufements, by artful or evafive Denials, lhall lead us into 
' a ialfe Security, or divert us from exerting our felve.. in 

* Vindication of your Majefly's Honour, or from defending 

* and fupporting your Majefly againft all your open and fc- 

* crct Enemies, both at Home and Abroad. And if any 

* among your own Subjects have been fo wicked as to coun- 

* tenance, encourage and abet the Diflurbers of the publick 

* Tranquility, in this extravagant Infult upon your Majefly, 

* or flattered them with Hopes, that an obflinate Pcrfeve- 

* ranee in their deftructive Meafures could tegger the Firm- 

* nefs of the Britilh Nation ; We are refolved effectually to 

* defeat all fucli groundlefs Expectations, and to convince the 

* World, that the Intrigues of a Few cannot, in any Degree, 

* abate or flacken that Vigour and Refolutiou, With which 

* a true Love and Concern for our Country, a jult Senfe of 

* its Intcrefts, and an unfhaken Loyalty to your Majefly 

* have infpired us,* 

To this Addrefs his Majefly return'd the following Aoi 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" T70 U R unanimous Concurrence, in this dutiful and EOtMiletyMA* 
" JL affectionate Addrefs, gives rae the greateft Sat; ' C - J - 

** tion. The jufl. Concern you exprefs for my Honour and 

•* the Dignity of the Crown is very becoming a Britilh Par- 

" liament. And this frefh Proof of your Confidence in me 

*' will convince the World, that all Attempts to divide our 

*' Hearts and Imerells will be vain and ineffectual." 

April 12. After the Reading of the Order of the Day, 
for the Houfe, to refolvc itfdf into a Committee of the JX ^ 

whole Houfe to confider farther of the Malt-Bill, 
Mr Scrope mov'd, * That it be an Infraction to the 
Committee. y have Power to receive a Claufc of 

Appropriation, with a Power to his Majefly to awty ^-^ 
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Anno 15. Ceo. I. 

1-2 



Dchne thereon. 
Mr Farter. 

SirE. Vi 

! 

Si: P, 1 

M.y 



Mr 11>.W. 

Mr !i "un». 

Bii iv. i 

Ml I. Ilrudcrick. 
Mr tore. 
Mr Wottl 

one. 

•vchc. 
■ 

Mr Dj 
M. IJ. I 

'. . 1 lidham. 
Mr l»jJm;r. 
Mr Sand/*. 



( 394 ) 
Suras of Money as fhall be neceflhry for anfweririg and d 
fraving fuch Expences and Engagements, as have at any 
Time been, or mall before or until the 25th of Decem- 
ber 1727, be made by his Ma jelly, in concerting fuch Mca- 
fures as he, in his great Wifdom, thinks will belt condu 
to the Security or the Trade and Navigation of this Kin_ 
dom, and to the preferving and reiloring the Peace of Eu- 
rope.' He was feconded by Mr Parrer, and back'd by Sir 
Edmund Rxon, Lord Gage. Sir Wilbam Yonge, Sir Phili 
Yorke, Mr Talbot *•, and Mr Doddington, who aUedg'd, i 
Support of the Motion, ■ That hisMajefly was fo unwilling to 
put his Subj efts to any extraordinary Expences, that he had 
demanded no more Supplies this Seffion, than what he 

lit absolutely necefiary for the Service of the Year 
But that, in the prefeut Pofhire of Affairs, fome unforefeen 

lents might require a farther Expence, for which 
Iiftimate could now be made, becaufe fome Treaties,which his 

[y thought fit to enter into, were not yet fimfh'd ; there- 
fore they ought to enable his Majefby to anfwer fuch Con- 
tingencies ; That the Houfe had feveral Times repos'd the 
fame Confidence in his Majelty, which had never been 
abufed ; and what was now ask'd was only for a fliort Time. 
They were oppos'd by Mr How, Mr Wilmington, Mr Hop- 
kins, Mr St John Broderick, Sir Wilfrid Lawfon, L01 
Morpeth, Mr Thomas Broderick, Mr Gore, Mr Wortli 
Montague, Mr Lutwyche, Sir William Barker, Mr Danvi 
Mr Darnel Pulteney, Mr Shippen, Sir William Wyndha 

aimer, and Mr Sandys, who urg'd, ' That it was 
..mentary to ask or grant Supplies without an Eili- 
mate of the Expence ; That the Claufc moved for was 
confident with that Part of the Bill which forbids the ifiuing 
of die Supplies thereby granted, to any other Purpofes than 
thofe fpecified ; and render'd ineffectual that Appropriation of 
the publick Money, which the Wifdom of all Parliaments had 
thought a neceflary Security againll the Mifapplication of it, 
which was the more to be feared, becaufe no Provision was 
made to oblige any Perfon to account for any Money that 
fluJuld be difpofed of, by Virtue of the Power in this Claufe. 
That vafi Sums had already been granted, which appeared 
fufficieiit to anfwer any Occafions, as far as their prefen 
Views could reach ; and if any unexpected Emergency fhou 
demand a farther Supply, it might be provided for, in th 
ufua! Manner, when Necefhty required : That this might 
be done with lefs Inconvenience, and with lefs Danger 
Mif.pplication, than by fuch a Delegation of almoft a Dicta- 
torial Authority to the Mmifters. That this Parliament 
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already given fo many Inftances of their Zeal and Affe&ion . £„,,„ ,j. Geo , # 
for his Majefty, that there could be no room to doubt of their »W- 
Readinefs to make good whatever his Majefty fhould expend, m "*~ 
in concerting fuch Meafures as, in his great Wifdom, he 
fhould think raoft conducive to the Advantage and Intereft 
of his People. That fuch an unlimited and abfolute Power 
ought never to be given in a free Government, but upon 
Occafions of evident Neceflity, when the very Being of the 
Government is in imminent Danger. That the repofing a 
Confidence in the Crown, in the Difpofition of fuch im- 
menfe Sums of Money, as by the Advice of unthrifty Mini- 
fters may be expended, might be attended with great Preju- 
dice to the Properties of the Subject, and- great Danger to 
our molt excellent Conftitution, which cannot be prefcrved, 
but by a ftridt Adherence to thofe efTential Parliamentary 
Forms of granting Supplies only upon Eftimates, and of ap-' 
propriating the fame to Services and Occafions publickly 
avow'd and judg'd neceffary. That the departing from 
thefe excellent Methods would, by Degrees, render Parlia- 
ments altogether ufelefs. That the Precedents alledged to 
juftify this Claufe were far from being full to the Point, and 
fatisfa&ory ; and if they were, ought not to be follow'd, left 
Claufes of the fame Nature might become fo frequent, as in 
time to lodge in the Crown, and in the Minifters, an abfolute 
and nncontroulable Power of railing Money upon the People, 
which by our wife Conftitution is, and with Safety can only 
be, lodg'din the whole Legiflature.' Mr Hungerford obferv'd, Mr Hungerford. 
in particular. ' That they had already given four Shillings in 
the Pound upon Land, which he could not but think a very 
heavy and extraordinary Tax, efpecially confidering they 
were more than once told by a great Man, that in his Opini- 
on we fhould have no War : But if now they pafs'd this 
Claufe, it would be tacking a Tail to a Whale, which might 
fweep away the other fixteen.' The Debate being ended a- 
bout eight in the Evening, and the Queftion put upon Mr 
Scrape's Motion, it was carry'd in the Affirmative, by 225 
Voices againft 109 ; and the Houfe having refolv'd itfelf into 
a Grand Committee, the Claufe above mentioned was added 
to the Malt-Bill. 

April 26. The Houfe went into a Grand Committee to sir \v. Yonge 
confider farther of Ways and Means for railing the Supply ; tTbcgrauted ou° ' 
and Sir • William Yonge mov'd, ' That towards railing the £™*ffi5? 
Supply granted to his Majefty, the Sum of 370,000!. be P ly# 
railed by Loans, or by Exchequer- Bills, to be charged on 
the Surplufes arifen, or to arife, from and after Michaelmas 

Ddd2 1726, 
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,..i ure juties on Coals and Culm, granted by an 
Fifth Year of liis Majctty's Reign, from 
bcx 1725, to Lady- Day 1751, and by a 
fequei 1 Yeai of his M 

perpetual, and which are referved for thi 
liament.' This Motion was feconded by Mr -f Doddington 
and back'd by Sir ]. Charles Turner, Air II. Pelhnm. Mr 
Talbot, Mr Onflow, and Sir Philip Yorlcc ; but was lirenu- 
ouily oppofed by Mr Shippen, Mr How, Mr Hunge- 
Sir Jofeph Jekyll, Mr Barnard, Mr Bootle, Ml 
Montague, Sir William Strickland, Mr Palmer, Mr Hutche 
Ion, Mr William Pulteney, and Sir William Wyndham. Th 
Objections offered againil the Motion, were, « That, by 1c 
veral Votes and Ails of Parliaments, all 3 s ° 

Surplufes of publick Funds were to be . Is the 

leA'cning of the publick Debts, or to the Increafe of t'i 

ing Fund ; and that this Diipofitiou could not be all 
without wounding publick Credit, which w. 
treme low, fmce the taking off any Part of the Mortgage 
could not but leflen the Security of the Debt. That 
fomewhat llrange, fuch a Motion mould be made by thof 
very Perfons who had the Honour of being in rhc- 

n, who Could not have forgot what his Majeftv h 
fo Urotigly recommended from t.ie Throne, at the Opening 
of this Seflion,' " That the Produce of the Sinking Fund 
" might be imn .ipplicd to the Ufes far which it w 

" fo wifely ce nil to which it now ftands appro 

** priaccd." * And that this Motion was ftill the mo; 
prizing, after the large Vote of Credit the Houfe had 
lately come to.' To II this the Court -Party anfwer'd, 'That 
the Surplufes on Coals could not be deemed a Part of th 
Sinking Fund, f:ncc they had never been appropriate! 
were refcrved for the DifpoCtion of P.; .d the 

ilion being, at la/1, put upon Sir William Yongc's M 
don, it was carried in the Affirmative, b 
gainft 82. 

April ' z-, Mr FarrCf reported the faid Refolutlon, v, 
being agreed to, a Bill was order'd to be hrouj. 
which the next Day was read the firlr. Time, and 
be read 

j. The faid Bill was read the tl 
up to the Lords, and aftcrwan : 

The King came to the Houfe 1 with tJ 

ufual State, and the Commons attend 
Royal AlTent to feveral Bill 
ICCllor read his Majefty's Speech to both H: 
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Anno ij teat. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, !_■-!- 

M T Acquainted you, at the Opening of this Seflion, with Kin^nSpeech** 

*' X the Dangers which threatened this Kingdom, and the S? l h '^5y s ^ 

** Peace and Liberties of Europe, I am now to return you 

" my Thanks for the Zeal and Difpatch with which you 

" have proceeded upon the feveral Points I then reconv 

" mended to your Care ; for the Confidence you have repofed 

" in me ; and for the AfTurances you ha"ve given me of your 

" Support and Afilflance in Vindication of my Honour, and 

" in the Maintenance and Defence of the undoubted Rights 

" and Privileges of this Nation, fo openly and notorioufly 

" invaded and attacked. 

" The Siege of Gibraltar proves, beyond all Difpute, the 
" End and Defign of the Engagements entered into by the 
** Emperor and the King of Spain ; but the Preparations I 
" had made for the Defence of that Place, and the Bra- 
" very of my Troops, will, I doubt not, convince them 
" of the Ramnefs and Folly of that Undertaking. How- 
" ever, the Love of Peace has hitherto prevailed upon roc, 
" even under this high Provocation, to fufpend, in fome 
" Meafure, my Refentments ; and inilead of having imme- 
* c diate Recourfe to Arms, and demanding of my Allie* 
*' that Afliftance which they are engaged and ready to give 
** me, I have concurred with the moil Chriilian King and 
" the States General, in making fuch Overtures of Accom- 
*' modation, as mult convince all the World of the Upright- 
** nefs of our Intentions, and of our fincere Difpofition to 
" Peace ; and demonurate to whofe Ambition and Thirfl of 
** Power the Calamities of a War are to be imputed, if 
** thefe juft and reafonable Proportions are rejected. In 
*' the mean Time, I have the Pleafure to acquaint you, 
* c chat the Crown of Sweden has acceded to the Treaty of 
** Hanover, and that the Convention between me, his molt 
** Chrhlian Majefty, and the King of Denmark, is actually 
" figned. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
" The Vigour and Chcarfulnefs you have Ihewn, in raifmg 
" Co effectually, and upon fuch eafy Terms, the neceiTary 
•* Supplies for die Service of the current Year, are not only 
" Inftances of your Zeal and Affection to me, but demon - 
" A i ate the eftabliihed Credit, Power, and Strength of this 
" Kingdom. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
'• It would have been a great Satisfaction tome, if before 
*' your Separation I had been able to fpeak to you more po- 

■ivdv. tod with greater Certainty, upon the y^ 6- ^ 
" Poilure and State of Affairs : But as you \wa\e wy« 
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dtfpatch'd the Publick Bufinefs, and as the Seafon 
Year requires your going into your refpeetive Countries, 
I choofe rather to put an End to this Seflion, than to 
" keep you any longer together unnecefiarily. The Provi- 
" fiona you have made, and the perfect Union and Harmo- 
'* ny between me and my Allies, will, I hope, enable me, by 
** the Divine Afltftance, either to withiland arid defeat the 
" Dcligns of our Enemies, if their Conduft Ihall bring upon 
'* us the Neccfiity of a War ; or to improve the Bleflings of 
" Peace, if Peace can, with Juitice, Honour, and Security, 
*' be obtained. 11 

Then the Lord Chancellor, by the King's Command, 
prorogued the Parliament to the 27th of June : On the 3d 
of the fame Month, his Majefty fet out to vifit his Germait 
Dominions ; and on the 14th, an Exprefs arriv'd at St. 
James's, with Advice, that his Majefty was taken ill fudden- 
ly on the .Road, and died at Ofnabrug on the nth, in the 
68th Year of his Age, and the 13th of his Reign : He was 
fucceedtd in the Throne by his only Son and Heir, his 
Royal Highnefs* George Prince of Wales, 



The End of the Fi a s T Voiu m e. 
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